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INSCRIPTIONS OF YADGIR, GULBARGA DISTRICT 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF YADGIR, GULBARGA DISTRICT 


ByG Yazdani 

In September, 1930, Mr Syed Yusuf, Assistant Director of Archaeology, Hyderabad, 'secured 
impressions of three inscriptions from Yadgir, a taluqa town m the Gulbarga District 1 As 
these inscriptions have not been published before, I give m this paper my readings of their tests 
with some historical notes 1 _ 1 

Yadgir (or Etgir) is frequently mentioned In the history of the Musalman Kings of the Deccan, 
_ and the following awm™!" 1 * n the library of the Director 


CORRECTION SLIP 

E. I M for 1925-26— 

Page 24, line 2 of Telugu Text — 

Read, 1472/or 1432 

Page 25, line 2 of Translation — 

Read 1472 for 1432 

E I M for 1927-28— 

Page 31, line 1 of Translation — 

Read 1584 for 1484 

Plate KTV, facing page 31 — 

Read Abul Hasan for Abdul Hasan, 


t r 

revenue of Rs 1,34,947-1-9, 
1 gates and 770 steps A 
loat Close to the town it a 
was known aB Ibrahimgarh 
angzeb’s reign, it was called 
arnagar (Malkhed),, on the 
r orest of Subah Bijapur It 
ildurg and Gulbarga enters 
i the fort, flows southward 
it of Bijapur, and flowing 
'rom Firozgarh the distance 
112 and Gulbarga 20 ” 

>3 H , is carved on the wall 
lonal slab is arch shaped, 
e The style of writing is 


4 i_f ] ) 

Ur 

Jolc plot ji > 

K XU: J.SS} jt^) lijf 


I M A W 


CD 


1 Yadgir is on the main line of G I P Railway between the Wadi and Raichur Junctions 
! This MS is about two hundred years old and contains a statistical aecount of the Deccan 
s A detailed description of the Fort is given In the Annual Archceological Report of Hyderabad for 1929 30 
♦^According to rules of grammar the first lino should have read ^J^J| aUl jpjyJtj 

5 The word Jb is clear, but the one following it is indistinct It seems to bo for this titlo 

occurs again in the inscription on the Pathal Nagari well, infra p 2 - i 1 , „ a 
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TRANSLATION 


“ By the grace of God the Defender 

During tlio reign of Ibrahim 'Add gjjuli, under the Btipcri ision of Amir Tujjur NiVib Ghaibat 
on tlie first of RnjnbOSJl! (28th August, 151b A D ) ” 

The title Amir nt Tujjar norms to bo of n low r order thnn the Mild ut-Tii}jur, 11111(11 was 
one of the highest distinctions preinlrnl m t Ik Diccnn during the Bmhmnni period, nnd was 
often conferred on prime minister! 1 The other title, NiVib j Oh a i bat (\ icegcrtnt in absence), is 
somewhat unusual, but it must lime been enjoyed by dignitaries of high ran! rin^bta 
writes that in the i ears following 910 II , Durban Niram fjiljfih formal secret iillmncrH with 
Rnmrnj nnd Jnmnhid Qull Qiifb ijjifih towage war with the Bijapur King, nnd Jeiniliid Quli Qutb 
ghali entering the kingdom of the latter from the East, neired Knkni nnd occupied the v hole; 
country to the walls of Gulbsrgn, nnd moreoier, lmd mege to the fortn ss of Ltgir (3 ndgir) 
Later, tho same lnstorinn records that Ibrahim ‘Add BJjiih, noting on the ndiiec of Ins trusted 
minister, Asad Kljan, made pence with Durban Knjlm Sjjifih nnd Rnmrij and the minister 
Asnd fjyjdin marched against JnnuiJi id Qull Qujb gliuh, nnd liming reduced the Fort of Kahn, 
moicd on towards Etgir On hearing of Ins approach, the enemj raised the mge of the Fort, 
nnd not thinking it prudent to hazard an engagement, retreated to Golcondn e The exact 
yearn of these cients nro not gtten in eontemporarj histones, but Firi'ibta narrates them 
immediately after the eicnts of they (ar 910 II , nnd ns the date given in the inscription is 953 
H, it is not unlikely that tho inscription was put up after the Telief of the Etgir Fort 
by AsadKLun, although the te\t contains no reference to the siege 

The second inscription in chronological order is dated 1st £u Hnjj 9G3 TI (17th October, 1351 
AD), and is caned on n pmlish slab of basalt (2' 9* y 2' 3') which is fixed into the wall of a 
well, styled the Fatlial Nagariwdl The well is ier\ deep, and ns it is of considerable size, 
it must have been the chief source of the drinlmg water suppli to the garrison, especially 
dunng a 6icge 

The language of tho inscription lb Fersian, and it is can cd in sis- hnesin AWA characters 

TEXT 
Plato I ( l ) 

J) til J&'l 


y) t oLx j,h| 

djlkhvj dC dJU) idle* lUJotc 
a t C\ 

mi ‘ iH >“r 

0 &A « • v J j i"v i2jU 5 d-c-0) 


1 Bnggs, n, pp 308 and 453, 
tJW.m, pp 03 04, 



(b) Inscription on the wall of the Pathal Naean well 

Yadgir Fort 




(a) Inbcn, f 'o i < r s a trun \ r oj -£ 


Plait II 



c 

£ 


N 


O 

c 

pj 


PU 


INSCRIPTIONS OF'YADGIR,' gulbarga district 
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d o TRANSLATION 

“ Grace'from God the Defender ! 1 

' It -was built during the reign 'of Abu’l Muzaffar Ibrahim ’‘Add ghah may God perpetuate 
his kingdom and majesty, -under the superintendence of Malik ‘All Bek, entitled ‘Alt Hban, 
Na’ib-i Ghaibat, on the 1st of Zu Hajj, 963 H (17th 'October, 1555 AD)” 

The name ‘Al! Bek does not occur m contemporary history, for Yadgir was'only a minor fort 
m the‘Bijapur territory, and its commander could not have occupied a high position 
1 'On the way up to the Bala Hisar, near the seventh gateway, is affiattery on which a gun over 
13 ft in length is mounted 1 The gun has the following Persianjnscnption engraved on it — 

i.bXT 

z ' < ' Plate ir (a) 

^ j ■* i „ •> Alt** v-i 0 

TRANSLATION 

Under the superintendence of Muhammad Aqa (m) 9C5 H (1557 A D ) 

, The title Aqa in contemporary inscriptions is applied to Turkish officers, who after the intro- 

duction of guns in India were generally m charge of the artillery 1 

In the Yadgir Fort there is a fourth inscription, which is carved on a bastion 2 It is the 
latest of all, and belongs to the reigil of Nizam ‘All Khan 


II 

> 1 . ' TWO ARABIC INSCRIPTIONS AT CHAMPANER 

' , By Dm M ’ Nazis!, Pn D 

Very little is known about the early history of Champaner It is said to have been founded 
m the 8th century A D in thejreign of Van Raja of Anhalvada It was probably held by the 
Rajas of Anhalvada till A D 1297, when their power was crushed by ‘Ala’u’d-Din Khaljl About 
the same time at the fall of Anhalvada, Ohauhiin Rajputs settled at Champaner and ruled there 
as independent Rajas About the middle of the 15th century, they came into conflict with the 
Sultans of Gujrat, who made several attempts to capture Champaner In 853 H (1449 AD) 
Sult'm Muhammad Shuli, son of Ahmad Shah, attacked Champaner, defeated Ray Gangadas, 
son of Ray Tnmbak, and took the lower fortress In despair, Ray Gangadas appealed for help 
to Sultan, Mahmud Khaljl of Mandu who advanced with a large army On his approach 
Muhammad ghah retired to Ahmadabad 3 In 875 H (1470-71 A D ) Ray Jai Singh, son of 
Gangadas, taking advantage of the absence of Mahmud Shah Bigarha.m Junagadh, harassed 
the country round Ahmadabad 4 A few years later, probably m 878 H (1473-74 AD), Mahmud 
Shah Blgarha carried out plundering raids m the vicinity of Champaner and returned to 
Ahmadabad 6 In 889 H (1482 83 AD), something happened which put an end to this 
desultory 1 “warfare and led to the final < conquest of Champaner MahkSudha, brother of GhazI 

i E I M for 1919 20, p 22, Footnote 1 

1 Tlicro is a fifth inscription at Yadgir, -carved on the entrance aroh of<a mosque called, Shoh ‘All Jlirza kl- 
Mnsjid i 

- -* An Arabic History of Gujrat, edited by Sir E D Ross, Vol I, pp 23 
<1 * Ibtd , pp 21 22 

« Ibid , p 25. 
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JHii'in, earned out a marauding expedition from Jtnsuliibiid into the neighbourhood of Clmmpnncr 
ftay Pata’I, son of Ray Ud.u Singh, ruler of Chnmpaner, in retaliation nttnrked Rasfiliibiid.put 
Malik Sudhii to death, and captured two of his elephants On hearing this, Mahmud 8h»h JJignrha 
vowed vongcmcc and set out for Baroda with a powerful army The Jlilj of Chnmpaner being 
alarmed, sent ambassadors and sued for forgneness The fjljfih rejected Ins oecrtures The 
Ray thereupon made preparations for n determined resistance, and sent his wnzir to Sultan 
Ghayathu’d Din Jflinljf of Miilwa for assistance To pret ent their junction, Mahmud gjjiih 
entrusted the siege to his nobles, and marched fc to Dohad, on which Glia) nth u’d Din withdrew 
toMandu Mahmud Shfdi now pushed the siege operations ugouroush, and captured the fort 
on the 2nd of Dhu’l Qa'dn, 889 (21 st November, 1181 ) 1 

There are two inscriptions on the Ilnlol and Godlira gatcwnjs of the Champaner fort, which 
w r as constructed b) Sultan Mahmud Blgarha The) has e not bo far been rend and edited 
Their importance lies in the fact that the) arc 8)nchronous with the conquest of the fort by 
Mahmud on the 2nd Dhu’l Qa'dn, 8S9 II (21st No; ember, 1481), and apparent!) were set up 
to commemorate the a ictory of the King 

I — Inscription on tho Halol Gateway 

The inscription on this gntewn) is in two panels, one on each side of the arch It is can cd 
in relief in beautiful Thitllh script The right panel is 6 ft 4 ins by 13 ins , and the left panel 
6 ft 5 ins b) 13 ins The inscription is m good state of presen ntion and rends ns follows — 

Plato II ( l ) 

»LS J llZ Ojo.sr'* yeii cfjfyU (I) 

j ^ (2) MJ| dJA. J| *1“ ■Jt'v) 

y ^ajL-j j ^ wj AXju* JiVxfiJ) ^.0 fj- J Jt*J) 

O 


TRANSLATION 

“ The confider in the Merciful Allah, Defender of the Faith and the World, Abu’l-Fath 
Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad Shall, son of Ahmad Shull, son of Muhammad ghiih, eon of 
MuzaCnr ghuh, the Sultan , ma) Allah perpetuate his kingdom and authority and benefit the 
people from his charity and beneficence On Tuesdn), the second da) of the month of Dhu’l- 
Qa’da, m the year eight hundred and eight) rune ” 

II — Inscription on the Godlira Gatowaj 

The inscription on this gateway is almost identically the same as that on the Halol gntewny. 
It is in two panels, one on each side of the arch, and is can ed in relief m beautiful Thtiltji The 
right panel measures 8 ft 0 ms by 13 ms , and the left one 8 ft 8 mB by 13| ms The left panel 
is damaged, but apparently it contained nothing more than the Halol gateway inscription The 

x An Arabic History of Oujrat,Vo\ I, pp 27 32 , and Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency (1890), Vol I, 
part I, pp 247 248 




G 


EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


=f > I j ^1 ^H-T j U)- ■'* lj a^n.* b«f Aiai if ^j—f £ (3) 

^XcJtjJ| <— >j ia~A3 1 *Sj tijf lj I ,_jj| t, ^ ^ (4) 

ivii l) i3j> (^</«-A ^x>J) jU * >)j*J ^J.arJjU t Jta.i-jl^£i. l j^a.^>*uiS < — (If (._)) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) Asaf the Second, Dastfir Khan Makri ( ? ), tlic Wnzlr' of Land and Sea, through whose 
munificence the surface of the earth is populated 

(2) The firmament of dignity, the light diffusing Sun, through whose forehead the true dawn 
shines 

(3) If ana body wishes to see the ultimate goal of his desires, then tell him to come and see 
the threshold of Ins realm 

(4) So that he may get m reward the palace of paradise, he dedicated this inn to the house of 
God (mosque) 

’ (5) When the holy pen calculated its date, it found 95 written along with eight hundred 

895 II (1189 AD) 


IV 

THE DELHI GATE INSCRIPTION OE NASIIv 
BvR G G\am,M A .Prince of Wales MusruM, Bombay 

The Delhi Gate of Nnsik, which no longer exists now, was built on the north-east side of the 
town, on the bank of the mcr Godaian, a few jnrds to the south of Balaji’s temple In the 
NasiL Gazetteer it is mentioned as liaung an inscription, and it was in fair repair till 1883 A D 
when the Gazetteer was published Afterwards, it nppenrs to hax c fallen into ruin, and the Nasik 
Municipality demolished the gate with a new to widening the road The Municipal authorities, 
however, preserved the inscriptions! tablet and, last} ear, the} presented it to the Prince of Wales 
Museum, Bombay 

This tablet is 1 ft 5 in square, and is now exhibited in the Epigraphical Gallery of the 
Museum The letters are can cd m relief on rough granite Btone in Nasta'liq script 1 Tho 
inscription consists of four lines of Persian •verse followed b} the date in Arabic as well ns De\a- 
nagan figures 

It records the erection of a gate by the order of Lodi Khan during the reign of Aurangzeb 
in the year 1092 H' (1G8I Al) ) It was in thisyear that Aurangzeb left Delhi and set out for tho 

Deccaii with 'the intention of conquenng it 

r i ‘ i „ it, piatQ pp- ^ 

1 — lj*-' 1 

. . r «J l °- r* .'*>'* liR 1 ^ 

^ J Jlj- /I 

( • t* 

1 The stone tablet is not in a good state of preservation 



(a) Inscription of Dastui IChan m the Prince of Wales 
Museum, Bombay 



Scale 166 


(b) Inscnption of Auiangzeb from Nasik 



Scale 25 



MOSLEM EPIGRAPHY IN T H a , GWALIOR STATE 


TRANSLATION <- „r, 

L 1 During the reign of His Majesty Aurangzeb, the monarch of the age, . t, 
L 2 The city wall was erected by the orderof Lodi Khan ... 

L 3 If thou ashst about its date, • i . < 

L 4 Know it to be nine decades and two above a thousand (t e 1092 H } > , , 
L 5 1092 H (1681 AD) 


V 

MOSLEM EPIGRAPHY IN THE GWALIOR STATE 
BvRamsingh Saksena 

The inscriptions which form the subject of this note come from Bhilsa 1 (25° 51' N and 74° 
58' E), one of the many places of antiquarian interest m Gwalior State 2 Bhilsa is mostly famous 
for its ancient site called Besnagar, once a capital town, which lies about 2 miles N W of the pre- 
sent town Antiquities of the 2nd century B C were unearthed here during the recent excava- 
tions — the most interesting among these being the inscribed Garuda pillar of a Vaishnava Temple 
known locally as Khamb Baba and styled “ Heliodoros Pillar” m the Reports of the Archaeological 
Survey of India The famous Buddhist monuments of Sanchi are only 5 miles from Bhilsa, and 
originally formed part of the capital town of Besnagar 3 

Bhilsa first appears in Muhammadan writings as Mahabahstan m A1 Birunls description of 
India In 1235 AD Bhilsa was attacked and sacked by Iltutmish 4 , who is said to have destroyed 
a great temple here In 1290 A D, ‘Ala’ud Din Khnljl, Sultan of Delhi, 3 reduced the town and 
completely subjugated it along with Malwa Thenceforward, Bhilsa lias never been lost sight 
of by the historians, being an important stage on the old Trunk road from Delhi to the Deccan, 
and has therefore a connected history of its own up to the present times 

These inscriptions are being edited by courtesy of, and from the impressions supplied by the 
Archaeological Department, Gwalior State 

I, — An Inscription in a Mosque on the Lohangi HHl at Bhilsa 

Within three furlongs of the Bhilsa Railway Station, on the Lohangi hill, which overlooks 
the town, are the ruins of several buildings which are mostly Muhammadan m character Among 
these buildings is a small mosque in an advanced stage of decay Its walls, however, bear bis 
inscribed tablets which are fixed in an irregular manner, showing that they are not in their 
original position Among these inscriptions five are quotations from the Qur'an , but the sixth is 
a record mentioning the erection of a mosque by Saifu’l Mulk Khujandl during the reign of Mahmud 
Shah Khalji of Malwa Sir A Cunmgham noticed an inscription of Akbar on this mosque®, 
but the two Superintendents of Archaeology, Western Circle, who have visited the jnosque sub- 
sequently, have mentioned in their reports only the inscription of ‘ Ala’ud-Dln 7 , so the inscription 
of Akbar seems to haye been either lost, or at never existed and Cunningham mistook a religious 
text for Akbar’s inscription 

1 For detailed account of Bhilsa see C A 8 >R,)V obN, p 60 > > 

a BMsa is a Station on the mam lme of, the G f I P, Baihray, and as the headquarters of the district, of .the 
same name in the State,,, , 

*0 A 8 It , Vol X, p 60, and Annual Reports of tho Director General of Archeology in ' India, 1013 14 
and 1914-15, 

* EUio>, IT, 328, Bavfcrty’s ITabalat, 622, 11 u 1st 

1 Ibid , III, 148, TabaJcal, 022 u r,,i : ' n 

*0 A 8 It , Vol, X, p 80 r „ r „ 

’ Progress Reports of Archeological Survey of Indian, Western Circle, 1918 14, Part II, p, 60, and 1917 is 
P-18, ^ '' 
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Although ‘ Alii'ud Din’s inscription has been noticed more than once, its text has not 
been published so far The epigraph is cut m Tchcf on a tablet ol sandstone Viluch ib built into 
the south wall of the prayer hall of the mosque The inscribed portion measures 25' y 13J' 
and consists of 10 lines, which increase in length from tho top downwards, so that the 
inscription has a triangular form 

The record refers to the construction of a mosque by Malik jjQiujnndi during the reign of 
Mahmud Khnlji I, Sultan of Malwa, m 1 157 A D IChujandl appears to be some notable person 
judging from the titles attached to his name, but I could not trace him in the records a\ailablc 
so far 

Mj reading of the te\t is as follows — 

Plato V ( a ) 

( 1 ) 

> jd) j lyuU) tV (2) 

ijLa)l j ^SJ) u r.O >U*.b (3) 

ff-'-' 4 v->; Jl* O tJ] y tX+sr* iijAt.j f4) 

JlSj )Ja.| iU I £/« lb ill (JijjAJI (5) 

^ iXjJl 111! dJ dill |Oi "* 4jj y lx Lr Jj| dL| Jjsy (G) 

u lkL- Jii ^jJic Ja. "• ^1 <Jjo b«| O (sic <-yb ) (7) 

rite Jcb'l 

w 

jljtU/*) iju idj U) dX L* dD| lila. il£ ^ar^^Dbd-llyl IwjJ| (8) 

d»A- 2^*1) tj*x dDl <Xs* ^.dasv*. V TiJJ jyhJJ i CL/* (9) 

O y (10) 

TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the most Compassionate and Merciful 

Praise be to God, Who enlightened the breasts of apostles and prophets and promised them 
Paradise as a reward for their reviving the true faith, may God’s benedictions be upon his 
prophet Muhammad and his descendants 1 

In th( most authentic revealed book (the Qur'an), God, the Glorious, hath said “ Verily the 
mosques are (set apart) unto God, wherefore im oke not an) (other therein) together with God ” 
The prophet of God, may Divine peace and blessings be upon him, hath said, “ Whosoever 
builds a mosque for God (m this world), God builds for him a house of red ruby in Paradise ” 

After the above benedictions (may it be known that) this grand mosque was built during the 
reign of the generous Sultan, ‘Ala’ud Dunja waddln Abu’l Muzafiar Mahmud ghah KTnljI, may 
God perpetuate his kingdom, by the humble servant, expectant of Du me mercy, Mahku’sli 
Sharq Saifu’l Mulk Khujandl, may God extend his life 



Option 


Plate 









SOME INSCRIPTIONS OP THE MUSALMAN RINGS OF BENGAL 

On the first of Mnharram m the year 862 H {19th November, 1457 A D ) 

* i 

II — Inscription on a Grave Stone m the Gumbaz-Ka-Maqbara 

' i 

This ruined niausoleum stands in the S -W cornet of the town and has been recently conserved 
by the Gwalior Archreological Department It is known locally as Gumbaz ha Maqbara (Domed 
mausoleum) being, perhaps, the oldest domed tomb at Bhilsa It was originally an elegant 
structure, and possessed stone lattices in elaborate geometrical designs. The tomb shelters two 
grave stones, of which the one bearing the inscriptions is m the centre of the shrine hall It is 
not only the bigger of the two, but is also carved The other is much smaller and is placed 
beside it 

The Maqbara was noticed for the first time by Dr Bhandarkar, the then Superintendent of 
the Archreological Survey, Western Circle, but in his Reports he does not mention the inscrip- 
tion 1 He has however, recorded the tradition and titles of the person buried m the tomb, which 
he evidently came to know by local enquiry According to the tradition, the inmate of the 
tomb was a court jeweller who halted at Bhilsa on his way to, or from the court of the Sultans 
of Malwa, and fell a victim to the robbers here The titles Maliku’si gharq and Maliku’t Tujjar 
are frequently to be met with in contemporary history and Rahmatu’llah, whose name is 
associated with these titles m the inscription, was apparently a governor of Bhilsa under 
Mahmud Kbaljl of Malwa 

The main grave-stone has the Throne Verse carved on its top and eastern and western 
sides, while the northern and southern sides bear the following epitaph — 

Plate V(b) 

DJJ i- i ft,* )o,d> {l) 

JjUjLj y y (AjUj SXmi «/- u J (2) 

ifiANSLATION 

(1) This is the resting place of Mali Ini’ si gharq, Maliku’t Tujjar Rahmatu’llah 

(2) Died on the 8th of Rajah, 893 H (1487 A D ) 

VI 

SOME INSCRIPTIONS OF THE MUSALMAN KINGS OF BENGAL 

BvG Yazdani 

Mr H Stapleton, Director of Public Instruction of Bengal, has invited my attention from time 
to time to several inscriptions of Bengal, of which four are studied m this paper Three of these 
records were published by Blochmann in the J A S B for 1872 (Yol XT,I, pp, 102 07) , but 
as his paper does not contain the facsimiles, and as his readings of the texts m some places are 
doubtful, I venture to republish these inscriptions The inscnptional tablets are built into the 
wallof a shrine, called the Dargah of ‘Ata Shah, at Debikotm the Dinajpur District Blochmann 
m describing the shnne and the mosque attached to it has observed, “ both are very ruinous, 
bifb a canopy is still suspended over the tomb, which is much frequented as a place of worship ” 
The ruinous condition of tfce shnne can also be judged from the photograph (PI VI) which 
has been sent to me by Mr G C Chandra, Superintendent, Arch ecological Survey, Eastern Circle, 
recently, but which was taken by his office photographer m 1922-23 , 

1 Report of the Archaoloffical Survey, Western Circle, 1913 14, Pt II, p 60 < 
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Maulana ‘Ata Shah's shnne lias four inscriptions of which one belonging to tlie reign of 
KaikVus (1291-1302 A D ) lias already been studied in detail bj me 1 * * Of the remaining tlirec, 
the earliest belongs to the reign of Sikandar ghiih I (13G8 89 A D ), and I discuss it first Mr 
G C Clnndra has hmdh sent me a photogrnph of this inscription (Plato Vila) winch chows 
that it contains four lines of mixed Persian prose nnd verse, written m verj elegant Thulth 
characters The letters are carved m relief mul tlio inscription is nbsoluldy diEtmct, bemg in 
an excellent state of preservation The text reads thus — 

Plato VII (a) 

lob Alta. OjUe J i *H-e Olio if iSxif 

sjoli Smi Iivaj c- j!La. II iiijjjo. ji i®JbU-» 

|<Ulb o-m»O d J ^bbb 0|^« > jjfhe , £ of 1 if 0.1 ^l^l| *£• ic-^tnU 

boo)| le^jJI boj dSJ y Jlla. 4 i+-* J j\ < — l| tf il'f/ ejk»C 

( 4^1 ) 4yi V—^ e_^ioh« ijej ,j<3 

( U 4^1 ) ( /•Ub ) y'M b ^ j^JbJ rfJJI •Uai| tEe 

^3 iJJI (JE j,EeU| JobJl ^(ELJI oU*Jj olljJ) ^ e^-cb 

if L* *0) ^iJU. ^lEI »)! llA ^bJI ^ »b£> j vlf'- iMibe^l ^>) ia-lb*l l _/0;' o3C ^l ^bjj 

U1 

OJwXAax ^ ^ lw» tluidlj 

W IV 

lifisf ifS/* xJ.J| of'' ’i OJJoJ^a. ilLi dJJj jpi 

tt » 

O KJ~)) l ~ ) 4 C *4^ J SjL»xO*w j *.> y xJ K A 1 a ^Jjb ^ 

IjkANSLATION 

Perse 

“ May the sanctuary of both worlds remain m this dome, which has been founded by ‘Ata 
May the angels recite for its durability, till the day of resurrection (the Qur'anic verse), 

‘ TFc have built over you seven solid heavens' ,J 

Prose 

“ J3y the grace of (the builder of) the sevep wonderful porticos — “ T Yho hath created seven 
heavqySf one above another,” may His names he glorified !, the buildmgof this loft} dome was com- 

1 E I M for 1917 18, pp )1 13 
"' I Qur'an^ Oh LXXVLll, verso 12 ' 

■* Qur an, Cli LXVTI, Terse *3 

i Iiloobmarm haa read tins word as f —1 but tlio fposimilo docs pot support hjs ^rcqding J. pay, 0 
deoipliered It as moaning <* an egg ’ Itis custoinnryito bang eggs from ^ooffpf sbnues, Agjuo, }t .ftpuy 

be a good simile to compare a domo to an egg ( i<rX t ^ rather than to a planlc ( ) , 

f (?«r’dn, Ch LXVXI, verse 6 



of Sikandar Shah I m the Dargah of 'Ata Shah, Binajpur Distnct 












Some inscriptions of the musalman kings of Bengal 
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plefed (Verily it) is the copy of n vault (lit shell) of the roof of Glory, (referred to In this verse), 
“ And xcc ha\c adorned the heaven of the teorld with stars (lit lamps) ” (This lofty dome) in, the 
snered shrine of the chief of tho saints, the. unequalled among enquirers, the lamp of Truth, Law 
and Faith, Maulana ‘Ata — maj tho High God bless him with His favour in both worlds * — (was 
built) by order of the lord of the ago and the time, tho causer of justice and benevolence, the de- 
fender of towns, the pastor of people, the just, learned and great monarch, the shadow of God 
on the world, distinguished hi tho grace of tho Merciful, Abu’l Mujiihid SiLandar Shah, son of 
11} 'is Shah, the Sultln, mnj God porpetuatc his kingdom •” 

Perse 

" The King of the world Sikandar Shah, in w hose name the pearls of prayer have been strung, 
Regarding linn they have said — “ maj god illumine I 113 rank” and regarding him they have 
prayed “may God perpetuate his kingdom’” 

“ In the year 7G5 II (13G3 AD) Done by tho slave of the Court Ghi}fith, the golden- 
handed *” 

The coins of this king bear a large variety of titles among which ^LcD| is interesting, 

a title which among the Musalmnns of the Sunni faith, refers only to the great Moslem 
jurist, Abu Ilnnifa Nu’min bin Thibit (G99 7G7 A D ) 

The second inscription in chronological order belongs to the reign of Mumffar Shah (1490 93 
AD), and is interesting as it gi\ cs all the titles of the king which arc found on his coins Bloch- 
mann in deciphering the test of tins inscription has read the title Abu’l MuTn for Abu’n Nasr, 1 2 
but the latter is distinct m the facsimile [PI VII(6)] and it is nlso found on the coins of this king 3 
The K lab bearing the inscription measures 1 ft 11' by 1 ft approximately, and is fixed on 
tho wall of the Dargah to the right of the door The language of the inscription is Arabic and the 
style of writing is Na*hh of a plain type 


TEXT 
Plato VII (b) 

j) iH c yj* 4 

iljL* ai^l ( » ) \y Jji Uan bVj’C p, Wjj i_Ls 

111 

AjylaLu* j Afl-e 4jJJ ^ y)] 

5 ( jjUjUj y 


liS ANSLATION 

“ The mosque was built during the time of the renowned saint, the chief of the holy men, 
MaVhdiim Maulana ‘Ata, ma) God make his ashes fragrant and may He make Paradise his resting 

1 Zarrin Dad seems to bo the title conferred on lum bj tho Itoj al Court on account of his skill m tho art of 
calhgrnphv 

*J A SB, XLI (Part I), 107 

3 Catalogue of Coin-e in the Indian Museum, Vol I, pp 172 73 
* The inscriptional slab is damaged at this place 

1 The inscription has another lino in small characters winch arc not legible. 



12 


EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMIOA 


place' And in the reign of ghamsu’d Dunya w addin Abti’n Nnsr MimifTar ghuli, the Sultan, 
in ay God perpetuate his kingdom and mnjcstj ! In the ) ear 890 II (H93 A D.) ” 1 

As the first portion of this inscription records that the mosque was built during the life time 
of Maulana ‘Ata, it appears that Muraflar glmh during his reign either extended the building or 
only repaired it The language of the inscription is soimwhnt \aguc on this point 

The third mscnption from the Dnrgilh of Maulana ‘Ata is dated 018 II It belongs to the 
reign of Husain Shah (899 025 H ), for his name is mentioned in the text The inscription la caned 
on a stone slab (2' 8"x 1' 2") w Inch is fixed o\cr the mam door of the shrine Blochmann has 
studied this inscription in the J A S B (Vol XLT, Part I, 1872, p 100), but his reading is not 
quite correct Apparentb lie was not supplied with good inked rubbings of the inscriptions 
such ns have been secured non through the kind and expert assistance of Mr G C Chandra 

The language of the inscription is a mixture of Arabic and Persian and the stjlc of writing is 
NasUi of a clear tj pe My reading of the text is given below — 

Plato VIII [b) 

jic 0 8jUJ| y (!) 

UJ 

2 ^ Lc ' 4 

^1^30 t j obT e£jj ,J\yJ y jLXi jm j obj jSih* (2) 

Unxlblle jj fi** j*Z 1 * 3 ^J)yK 

llac ^)1 *l| jO ^ ^1 ^3) 

tjj Ij u j 1 if jt 

© 0)|,> jjlj |j^l ^'Uj (4) 

J.KANSLATION 

“This mosque and the nunarct, m front of the door of the ghnlkWl Masluii’ikk Shaikh ‘Ata, 
were built by the exalted Khun, Rukn Khan ‘Alau’d Din As Sarhati, the cup bearer outside 
the Palaco, the "\Va7ir of the w ell-know n city of Mumflornbud, the Commander of the nrmy, and 
the Chief Officer of Police of the renowned cit\ of Rrozabad, the Judge of the Criminal Court of 
the same city , during the reign of ‘Alau’d Dunva waddin Abu’l Mu raft nr Husain Shah Sultan 
Al-Husami M'hoei er keeps up the said endowments, the Most High God will cherish him, and 
he mil endear himself to the Shaikh 918 H (1512 A D ) ” 

Blochmann has identified Rukn Khan ‘Alau’d Din of this mscnption with Rukn Khan ibn 
‘Ahi’u’d Din of the Tribcra inscription bj putting an i^ijal aftor Rukn Khan But the use of 
i~afat is rare m such cases, so I would suggest that Rukn Khun of the present inscription Is the 
father of Rukn Khan of the Tnbem inscription, for the latter is clearly mentioned as the son of 
‘Alau’d Din Rukn Khan (the Pillar Jfhan) seems to be a title bestowed by the King on the 
father and the son alike 

1 Blochmann in lus rending has left out the date 

5 As the danger of poison being administered through drinks was always great, the office of Cnp bearer was 
given only to those who enjoj cd tho full confidence of the King In this inscription the designation of §harubdar 
Gbair Mali alii has precedence even of the high title of Wanr 

’ Blochmann has read this word as which has no moaning Tho word which fits in hero 

is clear xn the facsimile (Plate VIII b) 
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The two geographical names mentioned in this inscription are Muzafiarabad and Flrozabrd 
Blochmann read Muzafiarabad as Zafarabad, but the former name is quite clear m the facsimile 
(Plate VHtt) Muzafiarabad should be located in the close vicinity of FIrozabad, for Rukn 
Khan held the double office of Wazlr (Administrative head) of the citv of Muzafiarabad and 
Sar Lash la r and Kotical (the chief Military and Police officer) of the city of FIrozabad The latter 
town has been identified pretty certainly with Panduah, and as the earliest coins bearing the 
name of this town are dated 743 H , i e , only twenty-five years later than the reign of King 
Firoz §hah, it seems very likely that the name was given to the town by that King Again the 
foundation of Muzafiarabad may be assigned to Muzaffar Shah who reigned from 897-900 H 

The fourth inscription to be studied m this paper does not belong to the Dargah of Maulana 
‘Ata, but the tablet bearing it, as kindly reported by Mr Stapleton, has been lying for some time 
in the compound of the Bungalow of the Magistrate of Maldah 

The inscription is noticed in the P A S B for 1890 (p 242), wherein it is stated that the 
tablet bearing the inscription was found in a jungle near Nawabganj on the Mahananda about 
20 miles S -E from Gaur The tablet and some other stones belonged to a Faqir, on whose death 
they were recoived by the Magistrate of Maldah as unclaimed property in December, 1889 
The calligraphic stylo of the inscription is extremely artistic, being written in a single line 
m the Turrhra style, representing a row of arrows with bows placed across them 1 

The language is Arabic and the text mentions the name of Muzaffar Shah with his titles 
x/f p| LjoJ| ^tfaJLJI which agree with those given on his other inscrip- 

tions and coins The complete text of the inscription may be read as follows — • 


Plate VIII (a) 

f U» » Ul 

sJ dUJJ ^'1 zU| t) y dJJ slj| jj| JL> 

^-aJl y\ dfe lUs^l dlLo Ujp 

r 

«Ai lija. ^I| ^AejJ j pJa**l| um w «J| ^vi sjILLsv ^ all"* all I aLs*. 

c t r 

UJ 

0 ailojUl J J lUw (i pO Ijlc j*)i> 


TRANSLATION 

The Prophet, may God’s blessings be upon him, has said, “ Whoever builds a mosque to 
please God, verily God buildcth a house like it for him in Paradise ” 2 During the reign of the 
great Sultan, Shamsu’d Dunya waddin Abu’n Nasr Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, may God 
perpetuate his kingdom and majesty ’, this asembly mosque was built by the exalted and 
benevolent Majlis, 3 Majlis l Ulugh Khurelild, may his high rank be everlastmg 1 On the 10th of 
Rabi‘ 1, 898 H (11th January, 1492 A D ) 

1 For other inscriptions of this style see A S I}, XV, PI XXTT, and E I JI ,1911 12, PI XXXT 

2 A saying of tho Prophet, see Jam'u’l Fa waul, by Innm Majdu’d Din, Vol I, p 6G (Meerut ed ) 

3 Majlis, Iiterallj meaning “ plnco of sitting ” is used hero m the sense of ‘ Court,’ the titles Majlisu'l 
Mua’rzam and Ulugh i Majhs mean “ Exalted Court ” and “ Great Court ” respectively Such titles are quite 
common m tho inscriptions of India, as also on tho legends of coins of India, chiefly of tho pro Mughal dynasties 
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VI 

SIX NEW INSCRIPTIONS I-ROM KOPPAL, RAICIIUR DISTRICT 

Bx 0 Ya?dam 

In the Journal of the Ihdornlmd Archaeological Socictx for Janunn, 1010 (pp 01 00), the 
late Sir Alexander Pinhey pine an account of the antiquities of Koppal and published facsimiles 
and English translations of four inscriptions ■which he had found m the lort there Recently 
Mr Syed Yusuf, Assistant Director of Archnooioge, has discolored 8i\ more inscriptions ot 
Koppal which are studied m this pnpc r 

The earliest of them belongs to the reign of Ibrahim 'Add yiiili II (1080 1027), and rceords 
the erection of a mosque b\ Glu/i Kliiin, the commandent of the Fort of Koppal m 1018 JI (1(109 
AD) The mosque in which the insi riptiona! tablet is fixe d is a small structure consisting of a 
single hall (10' 0'xlO* f F) with throe openings* It is called lor ill} 'Arbon ll Mnsjid and abo 
Duel Fir hi M lsjid, and it is situate d w ltliin the cnclosuri of the I ort mar the Sidcli Burj Gate, 
to the left of the path 

The inscript lonnl tablet measures 11 in hi 7 in and bears fr c lines of Persian prose in Nas{h 
characters The text reads as follows — 


Plato XK(a) 


.u 


c »lw ^He iU 

c— aUU- jO 


1 — ,^1-iU*. 


aIxKLu. 

dJa. 


^Ic iJUi) 


,l«v o 


Aj-t) 


J, a*"" ^i) 

AjJj 


& | • 

lA 


V** u* ‘ 

«J| jiAl 



TRANSLATION 

“During the reign of the King, the refuge of the world, Ibrahim ‘Add Shill II (may God 
perpetuate lus Kingdom ’) and during the period of influence of the exalted nhln, Ynqiit Kh7n 
(map God presen c his glory '), GhiizI Klian, the Commandant of the Fort of Koppal built this 
mosque In the teor 301 S II (1 GOO AD)’ 

According to the Jla^iilvui’^ Saliilhi (p 2G7) 5 Yaqilt Khun was a fax ountc slate of Ibrahim 
‘Add Shah II and the word in the text apparently means the period when the st^r 

of tho influence of the slax c was in the ascendant The other name, GbiWI Khan, is not found 
in contemporary historx 

In this mosque there are two more inscriptions, one of which contains only r religions texts 1 * 3 , 
but the other record mentions tho budding of a canal by one ‘Uthmiin who during the time of 
Haidar ‘All, not only strengthened the Fort of Koppal, but also dug tanks for the supph of water 
to the town 4 

1 The insoriptional tablet is fixed to the left pilaster of tho left side opening ot tlio hall 

3 Hyderabad lithograph 

3 The insoriptional tablet measures 11 inches square Tho religious texts comprise tho Audi 1 41T, quotations 
from tho Qur’an and some of the holy names of God 

{ Journal of the Jlyderalad Archaeological Society, January 1910, p 97, 



1 ' iJJSC option of lhr . 

m,m **1 SJ«h ir f 

. 11 fro 'n Iv 0 » Pa , P 






W r n«npt,on ,„ c , 

Da '^h Koppaj 1 


-?«• : *X < 

«£&$»/ ' 
■ n^a*. v - ^ » 


Sci/c 33 


<^5- 


Scale 


IX 


33 



the shrine of Sailam Padshah, Koppal 



Scale 
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SIX NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM ROPPAL, RAlCHUR IISTRICT 

The tablet bearing this inscription is lying loose now m the mosque, but originally it would 
bar e been set up at a prominent place along the course of the canal 1 It contains five lines of 
writing, the first of winch is a Qur’amc text and inscribed in the Naskli characters The remaining 
four lines, are nntten m the Kasta'liq stile and they contain a Persian couplet, a line of prose 
mentioning the date, and an hemistich giving the name cf the builder of the canal The text 
reads as follows — 

Plate IX (b) 

jyM eS (Jx? i_D'J j ji 

1 | <ir I l „ ri ^bJ) jijsu 

Jr 3 / 'V‘ J 

translation 

“ /hid we made cierij living thing of ualcr ” 

Couplet 

From the tank of Koppal a canal issued uhicli poured its waters into a veil of the town 

Written on the 22nd of Rajah, 1193 H (24th August, 1779 AD) 1 

Ilemistich 

‘Ufhman executed the work of this canal 

At a short distance from this mosque is the shrine of SailanI PCsha which contains a sepulchral 
chamber (9 ft square inwardly), a prayer hall, a platform, and another hall to the south of the 
latter There are two inscriptions in this shrine, one of u hich is carved on an arch shaped stone 3 
fixed abo\ e Ijie opening of the sepulchral chamber The inscription docs not apparently belong 
to this shrine, for it records the building of an enclosure, probably to the Fort, during the reign 
of Ibrahim ‘Add Shall II It consists of six lines, the first of which gives the name of God, the 
Prophet Muhammad and his son in law ‘All, and the remaining five lines each contain a Persian 
verse The sty le of writing betrays carelessness , hence the record cannot be deciphered m some 
places, 

TEXT 
Plate X 

J 3 i J- c **** 



•(*&> 

8 Li 




1j J.UI y U ^Sb 

; 

! til ill 

- V 

ob 

«) 

L *->1 ,St*S y** Stlil j **S 


i 


4 

•f 

, , . f , iX) l)ji ^b 




1 The tablet jneasureB *14' X li' 

2 Qur'an, XXI, £1 * 

J? Tlio -stone -measures 1-ft 40 in 4rom4op4o4)ottom-and*3-£t 4 m from side-*o side 
* The reading of this line is uncertain, as several worcL* are blurred. 
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stA 


fix 


C> 

u/V’ 


A* 

J-aj y 

r BL.* 

Cl* 


! * 


b c 

V c f* 

vi*J 

V*- 

.... U ^ y 

a-lc , 

• 

• * 


p ^J.c UjU wo,/* *JA 


TRANSLATION 
God, Mulwmmad, ‘All, (they) are true 

(1) During the time of King Ibrulnm II this enclosure was built , may it last and endure 
•nhile^this kingdom continues ! 

(2) By order of the king of sc\ on climes, thy enemies had 

their resting place in tho pit of fire ( ? ) 

(3) The servant of the king of the no rid, Sultan ‘All, tho renowned, built it (the entdr/ture) 
on the ground level with his n ortliy colleagues 

(4) It was tho time of spring and the season of bloom, after the break of the Holy 1 2 * * " — ■ tfr, it coin- 
cided with the month of Zu’l Ifajj 

(5) humble the Gate of ‘Ali was built m the n oriel 

There is another inscription in this shrine which refers to the building of a bastion of the Port, 
and has no connection with tho shrine The tablet bearing this inscription is built into the wall 
of the small hall which faces tho sepulchral chamber Tho tablet measures 12' x 8' approxi- 
mately, and contains six lines of Nasld'Uq writing in a flowing stj le The text may be read as 
follows — 


Plato EC (c) 
J 6 


iKi Oj|o Ojj Jj ljk&. 


alio 

V 

rV ***" ^ j 

dj| ia. 

* 


) V-- >ijc* 






JlRANSLATION 

He! 


(1) The Muhammad Burj, which is tbe refuge of tho world May God protect it from the 
catastrophe (wrought) by guns ! 

(2) Wisdom said, “ Subtract nineteen to determine its date By the Grace of God hoiv strongly 
it is built ” 

The work of Koppal was completed 

According to the Abjad system the numerals of the second hemistich of line 2 give 1901, and 
subtracting 19 the result is 1882 But the dtyle of the writing of this inscription is identical 
with the style of those set up by ‘Uthman which ore dated 1192 and 1193 H respectively 5 

1 Several words of this lino also in tho original inscription nro lndooiphcroblo 

a Supra, p 15 and Journal of the Hyderabad Archaeological Society, January, 1910, pp 90 7 




insciu>t> 
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SIX NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM -KOPPAL, ‘RAICHUR DISTRICT 

Tlie sixth inscription to bo studied in this paper is a long record in Persian verse, which is 
extremely uncouth m poetic diction as well as m calligraphic style It is carved on a tablet of 
black basalt, measuring 5' 2' x 1' 8", which is fixed to the parapet wall of a large well situated 
near the Jogi Banda bastion of the Koppal Fort The well is called the Chand Baoli on account 
of a crescent being carved m the middle of the tablet on which the inscription is engraved The 
text reads as follows — 


Plate XI (a) 


j°b J 

1 y 

0 



* 




c * 




jl „ 


Jh 



( S 

) 

/ ffy 

r ,T 


tl 



* 


|_Jj l_sf 


o 



n 


ixii 



oujitaJo 


by ) 

thi 

Jj* J 1 


■ 1 tiJU 

A 

ixiS 

tjjLs. 

w 

r b 



( «_»KJ 

) 

(-Wei 

* — 

t_£)f 4J 






) 

ui4«. 

^ ji 



.L* 
u ~ 








\3 


iots 

•AjUi 








b 


isy 








y) ibo 

1 a3*j 


ilfu 1 

y* 







y ( sLe-H ) y* gj 







jlkANSLATION 

(1) During the administration of Nawab Bahadur (Haidar ‘All), who erected extraordinary 
buildings at Koppal 

(2) His extraordinary works acquired reputation. The QiPadar was Muhammad Khan 
Bahlami 

(3) First the universe felt the scarcity of water, the beasts, birds and the entire progeny of 
Adam 

(4) He (Nawab Bahadur) opened the stream of benevolence , the Fort (walls) built of lime and 
mud must be regarded as a boon (lit comfort) 

(5) It (the well) was called the Ohand Kunta, near it towers the Jogi Banda 

(6) Through his knowledge he built tanks in various directions, and m the middle was a reser- 
voir filled with flood waters 

(7) May it remain as a memorial till the day of resurrection may this model work be enjoyed 
by the village Koppal ! 

(8) It was completed m the beginning of the month of Rajab m the year 1159 H (July, 1746 ) 
The Qil'adar Muhammad Khan mentioned in this inscription may be identified with the QiTadar 

Shaikh Muhammad of the Bahadur Banda inscription The poetic style and the script of the 
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latter record beat a great resemblance to those of this inscription 1 * But the Bahadur Banda 
record is dated 1198 H , while this inscription bears the year 1159 II So if the Qil'ndar 
Muhammad of both records is tho same person, we shall have to conclude that he held the 
command of Koppal Fort in 1159 II and of Bahadur Banda in 1198 II 


VIII, 

INSCRIPTIONS FROM UDGIR, BIDAR DISTRICT 
By Km ajaii Muhammad Ami ad, 51 A 

The present paper has been compiled at the request of 5Ir G Yazdani, to whom 
I am also indebted for the a aluablc help which he has so generously gi\cn me in the decipher- 
ment and interpretation of sev eral difficult phrases occurring \n the records studied here. 

Udgir- is an old fortified town, 1} mg on the Bidar-Parll Railway which is at present under 
construction The early history of the fort and the town is shrouded in my sterv The place 
is first mentioned in history by Finalvtu. m connection with the last days of 5Iahmud Shah 
Baihmani He states that Qasim Barld, the founder of the Barid Sim hi dynasty, got Udgir ns 
a fief from the King in 897 H (1191-92 A.D ) 3 4 

Qasim Bnrid died m 910 H (1501-1505 AD), and was succeeded by his son Amir ‘All, 
during whose time Udgir was raided several times by a Jiigirdiir of Jliihur To put an end to 
these raids Amir ‘All Barid attached the Jiigirdar and hilled him m action m 923 H (lol 7- 
1518 AD) 1 

When the last Baihmani King Kaliinul hill, who was a puppet m the hands of Amir ‘All 
Barid, fled from Bidnr to AhmadnngaT, the latter declared himself an independent king How- 
ever, Isma'il ‘Add Shah of Bipipur was not pleased with this step, and he waged war against 
Amir ‘Ali Barid It was m the Mcimty of Udgir that one night, when Amir ‘Ali Barid nnd his 
whole arnn w ns fully drunk, Asad Khan Lari, a general deputed by Ismail ‘Add Shah for the 
purpose, arrested Amir ‘Ali Barid and carried him of I in a litter to Isnui'd ‘Add Shull without 
any bloodshed “ Subsequently the whole of the Baridi territory was annexed by Ismail But 
through the mediation of ‘Ala-ud-DIn Timid ghiih of Bcrar nnd Asad Khan Lari, Amir ‘All Barid 
was taken into favour by Ismail, and Udgir, Ausii and Qandlifir were gnen back to him on condi- 
tion that he would accompany Isma'il ‘Add Shah rn conquering Raiehur nnd 51udgal forts, which 
were then m possession of tho Yijayanagar rulers This campaign against the two forts was 
successful, and Isnu'fl was so pleased with the conquest that he returned Bidar to Amir ‘Ali 
Barid and allow ed him to go hack to his territory where he became an independent king “ 

1 Journal of the Hyderalad Archaeological Society, p 98, Plato XXXIII 

1 lor n descriptive account of the Archaeological romams at Udgir, see Report of H E H, tho 
Nizam a Archaeological Departnlcnt foe 1930 

5 TanU} i I'lnJila, Persian Test (Poona Lithograph), Yol I, p 712 

4 Ibid , page 726 

6 The folk -nng is an extract from tho Cambridge History of India, Yol III, p 437 — - 

“ Amir ‘All sorrowfully withdrew to drown his troubles in drink, his troops followed his oyamplo, nnd IsmiPH, 
hearing of their demoralization, sent Asad Khan Lari to attack, his camp He found.nU, even those on guard in 
a drunken stupor nnd ho nnd lus followers were able to enter Amir ‘Ah’s tent, place tho old naan m a litter nnd bear 
him away The jolting of the litter gradually awoke him from lus drunken sleep nnd, starting up m terror, ho 
cried that * jinn ' was carrying him off He was undecefycd by Asad Son, who rebuked him for lus gross indul- 
gence and unsoldierly heliayiour, and carried him before Tsma‘11 ” 

« Tanlji i rtnthUt Yol II, pp 38-44 
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After the death of Amir Bdrld, his son ‘Ali Band succeeded to the throne _0n the occasion 
of ‘AU Barid’s coronation, Burhan Nizam ghah deputed Shah Tahir as his representative to 
Baridi Court But as Shah Tahir was insulted by Baridi nobles, Burhan Ni^am Shah invaded 
Band! territory and added Udgir, Ausa, and Qandhar to his kingdom 1 

' Thenceforward Udgir remained under the Nizam Shahis till the last Nizam Shah! king Husam 
III was captured by Shah Jahan and sent to Gwalior as a prisoner in 1043 H (1633 AD)’ 
At this time Sidi Miftah, who was m charge of the Udgir fort, refused to yield to the Mughal 
till in the year 1046 H (1636 A D ) Kham Dauran, Shah Jahan’s commander-m-chief, having 
laid siege of the Udgir fort for three months, succeeded m blasting to pieces one of its bastions. 
Sidi Miftah 1 finding himself unable to cope with the situation, made over the fort to Kliani-Dau- 
ran on the condition that he (Sidi Miftah) should be made a Mansabdar This condition was 
afterwards fulfilled to the word 

‘Abdul Hamid Lahori has given a graphic account of the siege and capture of this fort m 
his book Badshahnamah A passage from the book is translated below — 

“ Kham-Dauran Bahadur, after he had defeated ‘Adil Khan, was ordered by the Mughal 
King to capture the aforesaid forts (i e , Udgir and Aubs) He first sent word to the officers of 
the forts that as all strongholds belonging to the Bl Ntzam (i e , Husain Nizam Shah III) have 
been surrendered to the auspicious forces of the Emperor, the conqueror of the world, and ‘Adil 
Khan also has waived his claims in respeot of them, it ib advisable that you should also hand 
over the forts to the agents of this great power or else they will be soon taken by force and your 
lives and property will be exposed to risk. But these short-sighted people, not realizing the 
consequences, indulged in strengthening the bastions and ramparts On Sunday, 25th Muliarram 
Klani Dauran besieged Udgir, and having inspected the ramparts, he posted his troops all round 
He placed Nazr Bahadur TCheahgl, Ihtmam Khan and Pahlwan Darwesh Surkh inside the town 
opposite the southern gate, Sarfaraz Khan Dakani and Sazawiir Khan son of Laslikar Khan 
and Chandraman Bundelah opposite the south-western entrance, and Mubanz Khan, Hasan 
Aqa Rumi and their company of sappers and miners m the western part which could easily 
yield to blasting He further ordered that whenever the sappers should be m need of help he 
would send his own soldiers When the sappers had dug a trench up to the fort wall, the 
guards of the fort lost all self control, and Sidi Miftah in a despondent mood informed Khan! 
Dauran of his desire to surrender on the condition that he would be taken into favour by the 
Emperor, ffhe defender of kings KhanI Dauran agreed to that., but Miftah subsequently made 
some improper proposals So Kham Dauran blasted the mine which had reached the base of 
the Sher Haji baption The whole of the bastion, which had a circumference of about a 
hundred yards, along with its guns, mmjtntq and other weapons were blown to pieces This 
however, did not affect the defences of the fort much The Commander of the Imperial army 
therefore dissuaded the brave soldiers from making a raid, and sent word to Miftah, promising 
to spare his life, if he would wisely and far-sightedly surrender the fort to Imperial officers, and 
threatening him with instantaneous death should he refuse to agree to this proposal Sidi 
Miftah, having lost all hope, surrendered himself, the fort and Ismail, 2 grandson of Ibrahim 

1 Tarilh t Finskta, Vol II, p 318 

2 Isma‘il was the son of Ibrahim ’Adil Shah’s eldest son Darwisb Muhart mad After Ibrahim’s death, in 
pursuance of his will, Ibrahim’s joungor son, Muhammad ‘Adil Shah was raised to the throne, and Darnedi 
Muhammad was blinded Tho ladies of the harem feared that some harm may happen to IsrmVil aiso, who 
was at that time only six years old So they secretly sent him away to Nizam Shah at Ahmadnagar Nizam 
Shah did not want to displease Muhammad ‘Adil Shah, and therefore sent Isma'il to Udgir, which u as in charge 
of Sidi Miftah Isma‘11 was kept there as a prisoner for ten years, before being taken by Kham Dauran’ 
Badshaknuma (Bjbl Ind ), page 219 
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‘Add Shuh (who was kept there ns n prisoner, and whom Muhammad 'Add gJjfih lmd often 
tried by tnrious means to take bach from Sidl MiftSli) to Khunl Dnuran Bahadur on Thursday, 
8th Jumiidi, after a siego of three months and more 

Udgir remained a MughnJ stronghold for about a centun , and from two unique coins now 
in the Cabinet of the lie dernbad Museum, it npjicars that Aurangzob and I nrrtihlisn ar struck 
coins at this place M it'll the dawn of the present dj nast} of the Deccan, this town became an 
Asafjahi possession 

Inscuptions of Udgir co\ er a period of nenrh three hundred scars from 083 If to 1219 
If (1575—1801 A D) and generally represent XaiUVIlg script The} also throw light on the 
histor) of the fort, and several other buildings at the place I hate studied the inscriptions 
ns far ns possible in chronological order 

I —INSCRIPTION ON A BRONZE GUN 

A bronze gun of s err good worhsmnnship is 1} mg at the Chundnl Burj which is situated to 
the west of the entrance to the fort The length of the gun is about rc\en feet and the bore is 
about nine inches Itisinscribed mtwoplnces The inscriptions state that it was manufactured 
during the reign of Nizam 2$hfih of Ahtnodnagnr hi Muhammad ibn Husain RumI, the manufac- 
turer of the renowned Malih Maidiin gun of Bijiipiir 1 M} rending of the inscriptions is as 
follows — 


Plato XII (a l>) 

y>! (|) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) Ab’ul Ghuzl Nizum Shull 

(2) Manufactured b} 'Muhammad ibn Ilusain Runxi 

II— INSCRIPTIONS ON AN ARCH IN THE HOUSE BUILT BY S\ZlM AR-UL-MULK * 

The arch is built of red stone, and nbosc it inscriptions arc set up which commemorate the 
occupation of the fort b} the Nizam Simla lanes One of these inscriptions bears the name of 
Murtuzl Nizam Shah 3 and the date 983 II M} reading of the inscription is as follows 

Oier the right half of the Arch 


Pluto XII (if) 

• • • • (0 

1 * i^r 1 (r) 

1 "'i ir JF ) Ji dU (r) 

1 Tor a description of Mubantmad ibn Hiram Rural and the Mnlih Mmdan gnn of Dijapur, see tho articlo 
‘ Tarenda an historical Tort ’ bj Mr G Yazdam, published in tho Report of Archaeological Deportment of 
Jlydct alad for 1931 33 ‘ 

" An inscription (Plato XXI) bearing bis name and the jear 1215 is carved on the Qandhar gate He is said 
to have been a Qil'ndar of Udgir 

3 Murtura reigned from 973 995 H (1505 1580 A D ) 



(a—b) Inscription on a bronze gun at the Chandni Bur], Udgir 


Plate XII 




(c — d) Inscriptions on the arch of Sazawar-ul-Mulk i Udgir 
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TRANSLATION 

( 1 ) 

(2) Tins arcli 

(3) By the grace of ‘All and his descendants 


Oier the left half of the Arch 


Plate XII (c) 

• (!) 

atw ^Ua> pile iUi (f') 

^jtA oIaj-j ^ &jUc ((*•) 


*| • (" Hm, 


iiiANSLATION 

( 1 ) 

(2) The Rmg of the wotld, Murtuza Nizam Shah Sultan! 

(3) This building was constructed by Marjan Farhad Kb am 
983 H (1575-1576 AD) 

III —INSCRIPTION ON ‘ABDULLAH BEG’S TOMB 

To the north of Kbwajah Dargah there is a tomb bearing an inscription dated 1019 H 
I could not find any reference m history to ‘Abdullah Beg whose name is mentioned in the inscrip- 
tion , but from the text it appears that he was much oppressed and that he gave his life m the 
cause of religion My reading of the inscription is given below — 


Plate XI (6) 


ob ))**■* jl ^bo-c AjLs. 
ob j * y/i "&• b 

«ib jj)j> 1 <ul* 

I - I q 4Jv> 


wl* j*> J I Ay twd j\ sSjit (1) 

];*• ;;; ^ ^ b - ( 2 ) 
i t%i dJUliVvc t ,«b OdtjA 'jj*. (3) 


TRANSLATION 

(1) Whoever died in the cause of religion, May his heavenly abode be glorious 1 

(2) 0 God, may this oppressed (man) be associated on the day of judgment with nsain 

son of ‘AIT i - , 

(3) When ‘Abdullah Beg was martyred, a voice from heaven said, “ May his grave be illu- 
minated 1019 H (1610-1611 A D ) 
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EPJG1UPIIIA INDO MOSLEMJOA 


IV IN SC1U PTI ON A L TABLET HM<D TO A WALL IN Till; HOUSE OF SAZ \WAK-UL- 

MULK. 


About n jnrd nml n half to tbo north o{ the nrcb bcnriiif; mnonption Ho II in n tablet of hard 
K^en nt one, containing an tnnrription m bonutiful olinrnctcni It commcmornteo the 

capture of tbo fort In 'Umdnt ut Mtillr, Ilham Dnuran, Nunrat Jnng> on the 7th of Jmnficli II 
1010 II (HI June, lC.'ir, A 1) ) nml nlso the appointment of Mtif-lul ifljnn * non of Znm Khan* 
to the Qil'mlarf of the fort, on the 1 Ith of the name month Both theno (nets hate been mentioned 
b> the nuthor of the Mn'tl'tr-ttl Vtnnm, nlio'c source of information vastlm mocriptiou an stated 
In him on page 1*11 (\ ol III) of the book 

M) rcnelintr of the innrription in an follove — 


Pinto XIII («) 

U*v“‘ Vj J ( f ) 

jjIj.ojLx y iCL* *JJ| ^lo. «lAob (p) 

f/ I »t“f J X ~ pi ® 4 fij^ 3 jd^l (p) 

y *»JL 3 (p) 

t*b lil| l l */ JX** (^) 

v/°“ ut> <t) ,A 'J** dr 1 *"* ‘^J * 5 u 1j b utP** ( *0 

O pL b t-py y I ; J ( v ) 


Eight corner of the top — 
&’J b - 

Middlo of the fop — 

b 

Left corner of the top — 

£JJJ 0 

Middle of the re ht border — 
^ U - 

Middlo of the left bonier — 


u - 

Eight comer of the bottom — 

Middle of the bottom — 

A yb ^Uheb 

Left corner of the bottom — 

I .pA < 1 - j~*l 


, Ht ,. T ,, n T , t y Uritnm tenant of SiSh Jnhhn’a r-run, bin name being awaited rotb tbo conquest of the 
Dtecan Xbr rent name «- n s yur^h ^ .Inr, but for la- loin! » m res ha wis honoured by manv titles among 
Mlncl. yr.nl Daurjn, Nu-rat Jang and ‘Umdat-ul Mulk are tbo highest Ho died on tbo 7tb Jumadi I, 1055 
II tide Vodtiruf Umara (bibl Itid ), Vol 1, pages 710 758 
' slbnf.r IPO 

* grin kliim, father of Mucha! Khan, rras the foster brother ot Akbar Idem, Vol A page 30d. 



W I,,SCnpl,on ™ tile iiouse of Sazawar- 


■ul-Mulk, Udgir 


Plate XII] 




Scale 
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TRA&SLATldN 

(1) During the reign of the Solomon of the age, second lord of the happy conjunction, Shah 
Jahan, 

(2) the lang, Crusader, may Cod perpetuate lug kingdom and Hngship, ‘Umdat-ul-Mulk 
Khiim Dauran 

(3 4) Bahadur, Nusrat Jang, on the seventh of the month Jumadi I, year 1046 H (1st 
June, 1636 AD) blew up the Path Burj of the Udglr Fort and conquered it On the fourteenth 

(5) of the same month and same year m pursuance of the order of the Lord of the world the 
fort was entrusted 

(6) to the humblest of the servants of the great court, Mughal Khan Zam Ebm Kohif 

(7) The bastion was completed in the month of Zu Qa‘dk 1047 II (March-Aprd, 1638 
A.D ) 

Right corner of the top — 

‘ 0 Sublime 5 

Middle of the top — 

‘ 0 Opener 5 

Left corner of the top — • 

‘ 0 Marvellous ’ 

Middle of the right border — 

' 0 Firm ’ 

Right corner of the bottom — 

‘ Written by Zain-ul-‘ Abidin ’ 

Middle of the bottom — 

‘ Under the supervision of Babu Khan ’ 

Left corner of the bottom — 

‘ Inscribed on month Jumadi II, year 1048 H (August-September, 1638 AD)’ 

Y — BAGH-I-HUSAM INSCRIPTIONS 

About half a mile to the South-west of the Travellers’jBungalow, there are traces of an old 
garden which presents a most pitiful sight There are two buildings in the Mughal style of Archi- 
tecture known as the Okhota Mahall and the Bara Mahall Close to the Bara Mahall is a water 
reservoir which has an inscription saying that the chronogram of the garden is Bagh-i-nau 

The Bara Mahall, which is a double storeyed building, stands on a platform The front wall 
of the first storey has four inscriptions in Nastd'llq characters Apparently these inscriptions 
do not seem to be parts of one and the same record, particularly the fourth which contains the 
pedigree of Nizam-ud-Dln Khan Nizam-ud-Din Khan may be the father of Husam-ud-Dln 
Khan, 1 who laid out the garden and founded the buildings This guess is supported by the 
Ma'asir-ul- Umara, but the name of Husam-ud-DIn Khan’s father is given as Nizam-ud-Dln ‘All 
and not Nizam-ud-Dln Khan m that book 

1 HiS name was Husam ud Din Hasan In 1052 H ho was made a BalhsM and Waqdi’ Natcts for tho 
Deccan and the title of Husam nd Dm Khan was conferred upon him m 1033 H Vide Bddshah Numah (Bib! 
Ind) Vol I, pp 302 417 

According to the Ma’ atir-ul • U'ma-a (Yol I, page 685) he was made Qil'adar of Udglr in tho 21st BpgnaJij'ear 
of Shah Jahan (t e , about 1058 H ) 
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On the Reservoir 
Plato XIII (6) 

1 3 jjjt-f-i 3 3 g} 3 (/) 

v 10 ; (0 

J L -V X) *1— (f*) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) According to the numerical calculation of the Abjad B) stem Mgh-i-Nau gn cs one thousand 
nnd fifty -nine (1059 II =1G19 A D ) 

(2) From the date of the Prophet’s migration (to Mecca) which corresponds with the 

(3) Twenty-first year of the auspicious reign 

On the B(tfd Mah a 1 l 

No 1. 

TEXT 

J -9 #•” ^ ^ ^ 0) 

ular^l y (y) 

ia»r 4 jlL) j tlyaJ) (p) 

} j 

TRANSLATION 

(1) I resign all matters unto God 

(2) And approach hun through the fin e celebrated Lords, 

(3) The Prophet Muhammad, his two sons, 

(4) Fatimnh and the chosen ‘All 


No 2 

Plato XIV (a) 

^ Jy 1 

u u ~- ** J*J y» ( l) 

^ (t) 

i_.U w j (r) 

u ka. ^b j) J> tj\J <jj) U (fr) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) Duripg the reign of the congucror of the world 

(2) The maintainor of peace and tranquillity, Shah Johan 

1 (3) May the world by the rain of bis bounty 

(4) Be in fresher bloom than the gardens of the Paradise 1 



(a — b) Inscriptions on the Bara Mahall, Husam Bagh, Udgir 


Plate XIV 




Scale 
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No 3 

Plate XIV ( b ) 

aU ^ cd„ (|) 

I u°i> jr ^ (p) 

‘ 4* 1 oJl * J ! uO £-p jr 3 (r) 

ub) K.r/ *^1 y tp ( p ) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) The garden, win ch is refreshing like Paradise, was laid out by 

(2) The incarnation of generosity, Husam-ud-Din Khan 

(3) For its chronogram a voice from Heaven 

(4) Said, ‘ Bdgh-i-Nau 1 


No 4 

Plate XV {a) 

u u u J - a, l (l) 

0 J.c ^_*J| <^AC ((<) 

^■' 33 0*0 

fi*"*** «D| jy ^ ((«) 


TRANSLATION 

(1) Son of Nizam-ud-Din Khan 

(2) Son of Ghjyath-ud-Dln ‘All Asaf Khan 1 

(3) Son of Agha Mulla, Son of BadT-uz-Zaman son of 

(4) Badr-ud-Din HaSan of Qazwln, may God illuminate their resting places 1 

VI — INSCRIPTIONS ON A MOSQUE NEAR THU. DARGAH OF SAYYii) CHAND SAHIB, 
The mscriptional tablet is fixed m the middle of the Mosque I have deciphered the inscrip- 
tion as follows — 

Plate XV (6) 


(0 

OjUfi jrflS oy y fS (p) 

dJJ! J (|*0 

1 He was the father of Nur Jahan, the beloved wife of Jahangir From the table given in the inscription, 
it is apparent that Ilusam ud Din who laid out Husam Bagh was Nur Jahan’s nephew 



20 


EPIGRAMlIA IKDO MORLLMICA 


i-.iiUM, j! tit'-'* ^Uj (t*) 

C J f*) r [t J> ! fl> U (°) 

»*V <“« 

Oolxe ^, v j («) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) During the reign of the Second Lord of tlie Iinppx conjunction CSJjfih 7ahdn), 

(2) Whose praise cannot be expressed m words, 

(7) Through the endenxours of Ni‘mnt ul Lab 1 the construction 

(!) Of the M< sqne was < omplcted 

(3) Huj)um wrote its chronogram 

(0) Tina auspicious Mosque is for Worship, sear 10(>1 II (IGV? 1051 AD ) 

MI —INSCRIPTION ON TIIL W INTERN WALL 01- TIIE ANDIIERl MU! ALL 

Tins inscription is not in xj In I am told that this ns veil as another inscription which ip 
now in the 1 irst Talnqdnr’s hou e at Ruhr, origmalh hi longed to the Hlgh-i-IUislm First, 
that were remoxod to the I dtnr fort and afterwards one of them was removed to Ridar, and the 
other was fixed m the m stern wall of the \ndherl Mahnll The inscription contains the well- 
known lines of Muhammad W.Vsiim NftmT of Bhakknr a court poet of Vkbar The lines are in- 
scribed at Mnndu and otlu r plao<s as well W\ reading of the inscription is gnen below — 

Uilfjlr Record 
Plato XVI (n) 

J/; wj fj j+c (L5 ^0/ Jy 


TRANSLATION 

(1) The whole of life max well ho spent oxer handling clax and water, 

(2) In the hope that perchance the godly person max stax here for a whde. 

Btdar Record 

Jy* r yi Li ]j iSbv ^il 

Ovf (_J./ j s — :] i '.j~ lijc*. yC (J-iti i)y 

TRANSLATION 

(1) I liaxe constructed this house so that some friend may dwell m it 

(2) Otherxvise a wise man xvould noxer waste Ins life In (handling) brick and mud 

1 Xl'nmt ul Lah xvi?3 a fon of Husim ud Lin JUii'in who Laid out the Husam JJiijh, rut? Mn’a*\r ul lunar a 
(Bdil Ind), \ol I, p SSG 



(a) Inscriptions of Mir Muhammad Ma'sum at Udgir and Bidar 


PliS 



V 


Scale 1GG 



Plate XVII 


(a) Inscription at Taihsildar’s Court, Udgir 




(b) Inscription on the Khwajah Dargah, Udgir 



Scale 2 


INSCRIPTIONS PROM UDGIR, BIDAR DISTRICT 


27 


VIII ANOTHFR INSCRIPTION ON THE ANDHERT MAII ALL 
According to the information obtained locally, tins inscription belongs to Hatim 10. .In’s 

palace. It is somewhat incomplete, and maj lia\c formed part of some otlier-inscription which 
is missing now My reading of the inscription (fragment) is giien belou — 

Plate XVr(6) 

i Av ( * ) 

Jx\e (f) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) Son of Dost Beg 

(2) This auspicious house was constructed 

IX —INSCRIPTION NOW FIXED IN TAHSlLDAR’S COURT 

This inscription, as it saj s, originally belonged to Hatim Han s palace But now it is fixed 
over the Tahslldar’s court which was fonnerl} called Farr ish Kbana It records the appointment 
of Hatim Khan to the Qil'adarship of the Udglr fort, during the reign of Aurangzeb and also the 
construction of a palace by him My reading of the text is gnen belov. — 


Plate XVII (a) 

jtX t* ’ l * (0 

&*J3 fjtlj 

0l ; ilia. ft) 

l- .*lo oUlc) j] j) s£ 

wi* 5 £)> ; , -* JI ix " (r) 

Ml 6 

L?Uo j*ai i ijS 

i jjlc jX* 


TRANSLATION 

(1) During the reign Of Emperor ‘Alamglr (Aurangzeb) he (Hatim OaD) got 

(2) The Qil'adarship of the fort of Udglr 

(3) The humblest of his (Aurangzeb’s) slaves, Hatim H<In 

(4) Whoso heart is full of loyalty , 

(5) i In the year one thousand] four and ninety 

(6) iHe built - this beautifhl. palace 1094' H. (10S2-1GS3 AD) 

Inscribed by Mir Muhammad *Aiif 



28 


EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


X —INSCRIPTION ON A TOMB IN THE EBWAJAH DARGAH 

Tins inscription represents an inferior type of Nasla'liq script and the style of composition 
is also poor According to the chronogram it belongs to 110C H My reading of the inscription 
is gn en below — 

Plate XVII (b) 

o jU J d J ] ( 1 ) 

Jt-J aAj (y) 

(f") 

dsrJ'd jl SSlsx") Jfji (f) 


J.HANSLATION 

(1) The chronogram came from the loving heart, 

(2) ‘ Kama! MuUfini has been blessed by God ’ (HOG H ) 

(3) (As he died) on the ]7tli Rabl‘ II (25th October, 1G91) 

(4) Bless him bj reciting Itiilds (a chapter of the Qur’an) 


XI —INSCRIPTION ON OTE PETAH GATE 
Petali Gate bears an inscription m ordinary NastiVUq characters It records the construction 
of the gate in 1110 H (1G98 A D ), during the Qil'ndurship of QiisimEL'an My reading of the 
inscription is as follows — 


Plate XVIII (a) 

jd so j d-ib j J;^ £i J j {ip* ( 0 

Q »• jIj il>)djk.l yf jX* ^li*. (3 (p) 

TRANSLATION 

He is the beslotver of honour ' 

(1) On the first of the month of Rabl‘ I, m the year one thousand one hundred and ten Hijri 
(28th August, 1698 AD), during the QiTadarship 

(2) Of the e wilted IOian, Qasim Elian, under the supervision of Mir Abul Ma‘a.11 this (build- 
ing) vas constructed , 

XII —INSCRIPTION ON BEGJl’S MOSQUE 

Outside the citadel, about forty yards from the Qandhar gate, are situated a small mosque 
and a well named after one BegjI They seem to have been built almost simultaneously, as the 
inscriptions on them bear the date 1151 and 1152 H Most probably 1151 is the date of laying 
their foundations and 1152 of their completion The founder was modest enough to omit his 



(a) Inscription on the Petah Gate, 
Udgir 


Plate XVIII 



Scale 
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name m the inscriptions Formerly they must have been m one and the same premises, but now 
a public road separates them The following is my reading of them — 

On the Mosque 

Plate XVIII (&) 

t | o | las" ‘ ( I ) 

2 ^Jt.c i -jo |aiu>. 

c j } *_ril 1 as ij-ftr ; j*- Jl- (y) 

i lor 

TRANSLATION 

(1) This Mosque is like the Old Abode (the sanctuary of Mecca) 1151 H (1738-1739 AD). 

(2) How excellent is this abode of God, so exalted , and like the sanctuary of Mecca it is 
the place of adoration for every one 

(3) When I inquired of Wisdom about its chronogram, it said — ‘ This mosque is for the 

good of the public ’ 1152 H (1739-1740 A D ) 

On the Western uall of the mil 
Plate XVIII (c) 

^-1-c b aJJl b b (|) 

bi^ijis ( r ) 

L-Jblcxl (y) 

1 1»r 1 1 » 1 4 *~ (l 6 ) 

L^*] IjV r 15 u u j r U| (°) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) 0 Muhammad, 0 God, 0 ‘All, 

(2) He said unto thee “ We have bestowed upon 

(3) thee Kmthar (river of Paradise) ” 

(4) 1151 H (1738-1739 A D ) 1152 H (1739-1740 A D ) 

(5) “ The lord of the time, the distributor of the holy water ” 

Line 5 according to the Abjad system gives the date 1152 H 

XIII — INSCRIPTIONAL TABLET LYING NEAR THE DIVISIONAL OFFICER’S COURT 
An inscriptional tablet of dark green stone is lying in the open, near the Divisional Oihcer’s 
court I have requested him to get it removed to some safe place, and I hope by this time it has 
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been done This inscription records the construction o£ n cistern by onc'Eusum-iil-Llll Eb.ui 1 * 
in 1163 H , and represents a fair]} good type of Nasia'llq script My reading of tie inscription 
is given bclou — 






Plato XIX 





dial 


t&V 

iDI y 



(l) 


r u 

J-* 


lfl^> tl y £»—_} 

X L 


(r) 



f b V 

J jl 

^ o)* U 

,»L» 


(r), 



lie/ 


¥ /* of? <-/' 



GO 



J 3 J 

¥ 

u xlsH J> 

no,* 

t x i 

(®) 

1 1 Mr 









(1) The ocean of generosity and magnanimity, IIusam-ul-Luh Elan, •whoso renowned name 
is Lutf ‘AIT , 

(2) He built a cistern wlncll ib spacious and transparent, and looks like a polished cup 

(3) As lie surpassed Ins contemporaries, hence ho is styled Kauthor Qull 

(4) When Ra/a sought for its chronogram, the mspircr spoke loudlj , 

(3) “Take anat the numerical Gallic of the mitinls of the Fne IIol} Persons (Prophet, 
Fatima, ‘All, Hasan and Husain) and say * The builder is hauthar Qull Lutf ‘AH,’ ” 1103 H 
(1749-1750 AD) 

XIV — INSCRIPTION OVER TilL QAXDHaR GATE 

This ihscription is in ordinar} NaslcVllq characters and it records the construction of a gate- 
way m 1215 H (1800 AD ) In Sazan ar-ul-Mulk 


Plato XX (a) 


jylAjJU 




(jtya- lj ) yj <Z)j-ao. p(s* (|) 

U b A .b| 

) Vbj* j 

jk** 

o';; 

J** f/’ ) A ItT " ‘ > J* J Uj (f) 


in jJS y 

jkm* 

J C LmmJ 

^ bj 6> jl cK (r) 


INO 


TRANSLATION 


(1) By order of the exalted and peerless Nawab, Sazauar-ul-Mulk„who is held m esteem by 
the whole world 

(2) Hasan Elan, one of the Mughals, Imd'.foun elation, of the balconv and the gateway at- his 

ease 

(3) When it was completed Waz‘a (poetic name) composed this chronogram, “ The new pas- 
sage tsjworihy oj being U averted by kings ” 1215 H„(180P AvD') 

1 His namo was Mir Nizam ud Din ‘AH, and he was tlio third son of Has 5 in nd Dm KhSn. tho founddrof tho 

HosamdJaghz For a. Ion" time he was Qd’adar of'Udglr, nd4 J/o’dfir ul Umira Ind}^ Vol T, p 5S7, 



Inscription lying near the Divisional Oflrcei’s Court, Udgir 


Plate XIX 



Scale 



Plate XX 


(«) Inscription on the Qandhar Gate, Udgir 



Scale 2 


(b) Inscnption on Baie Sahib’s well, Udgir 
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XV —INSCRIPTION ON A TOMB CLOSE TO THE TRAVELLERS’ BUNGALOW 
The inscriptions! tablet is worn out m some places, hence the latter portion of the inscript’ on 
is not legible The reading of the date is also a little doubtful 

TEXT 


tU) ^tyic oLj ( | ) 

csy o lL (r) 

i r i <i **«• ^tlJ) jyM gjh (r) 

( *i ■ i*) 


TRANSLATION 

lie is CLcrlasling 

(1) The deceased resting m Paradise, Muhammad Hasan Khan 

(2) Son of 'Muhammad Khalil Kb "in of Qazwln (may his soul rest in peace ') 

(3) Died on the first of Rabl‘ II, 1219 II (1801 AD) 

(4-0) 

XVI —INSCRIPTION ON THE BARI SAHIB’S WELL 
This inscription is carved on a well, known after the name of its constructor The well is 
situated outside the town about 200 yards to the north-cast of the Travellers’ Bungalow The 
inscription is badly worn out m some places The following is my reading of the inscription — 

Plato XX ( b ) 

<jj (j j 

•Uji y «-■! 

!’ r* 


. . . 




Uiy (,) 

• • 00 

fi) [j ( r ) 


TRANSLATION 

(1) The well-known and noble Bare Sahib under Emne guidance constructed this new well 

(2) like ‘ Salsabil’ (stream in Paradise) he has dedicated 
this to the martyred Apostle (t e , Husain, the grandson of Prophet Muhammad) 

(3) Hasan has composed its chronogram, ‘ Drinl ualer and condemn Yazid 1 ’ 1220 H (1805 
AD) 

1 Ynzld was the second Umayjad king, under whose order, Husain, tho grandson of the Prophet Muhammad, 
was mart} red 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF SHAHPUR, GOGI AND SAGAR,' GULBARG'A DISTRICT 

i < i , a 

By G Yazdani 

The inscriptions of these places have, been studied before, first by the late Maulawl Bashlru- 
d-Din Ahmad Sahib, Taluqdar of Raichur, in his history of Bijapur, styled the Waqi'at i- 
MamlulaU-Blqapur, 1 and afterwards by Maulawl All Asghar BdgramT, m the Urdu Appendix to 
the Annual Report of the Archaeological Department, Hyderabad Deccan, for the years 1331-33 
FaslI 2 But as these scholars did not publish the facsimiles of the inscriptions, and further, as 
during my visits to Shahpur, GogI and Sagar I have come across several new inscriptions, I 
venture to edit them all in this article They are thirty-three altogether, seven of them 
belonging to Shahpur, four to Gogi, twenty one to Sagar and one to Dornhalli in the suburbs of 
Shahpur 

Kbwaja Muhammad Ahmad Sahib, Curator of the Hyderabad Museum, has kindly assisted 
me m securing the rubbings of these inscriptions, and also m compiling this paper, and I thank 
him heartily for his willing help 


SHAHPUR 

Shahpur is the headquarters of the taluqa of this name in the Gulbarga District It has a 
fort of irregular shape built on precipitous rocks which originally formed the principal defences 
of the fort 3 In later times it seems to have been strengthened by bastions and curtains which 
were built by Musalman kings In history, Shahpur does not appear, although some scholars 
have confused it with Shahpur, a suburb of Bljapur, which was founded by ‘All ‘Add Shah m 
965 H (1558 AD ) to commemorate his accession to the throne 4 The reason for the omission 
of Shahpur apparently is that the fort of this name was regarded as an inseparable part of the 
principality of Sagar, which has occupied an important position in the history of the Deccan from 
a very early period It is interesting to note that even m inscriptions carved on Shahpur Fort 
and the town gatev ay (Gogi Darwazah) the name Shahpur does not appear, but in its place the 
name Nusratabad is mentioned 6 The latter name was given to Sagar by ‘Add Shahl kings, 
although the author of the Ma'athir i ‘Alamgirl writes that Aurangzeb changed the name of 
Sagar into Nusratabad when he annexed it to his kingdom in 1098 H (1686 87 AD) 6 The 
latter statement is unwarranted, for the name Nusratabad occurs on the inscriptions of Shahpur 
as well as Sagar earlier than the conquest of the place by Aurangzeb 7 

Of the seven inscriptions of Shahpur the earkest is dated 12th Ramazan, 962 H (33 st July 
1555 A D ) during the reign of Ibrahim ‘Add Shah, who is described in this inscription as having 
built the Fort through one Muhammad Yusuf As the inscription is carved on the second gateway 
of the fort, it appears that Ibrahim ‘Add Shah made certain additions to the defences of the fort, 
of which the second gateway was the most important and worthy of being commemorated by 
an inscription 

3 Agra lithograph, 1915, Part III, pp 358-374 

- Hyderabad lithograph, pp 21 34 

3 About two and a half miles to the North of Shahpur is an extensive group of megahthic tombs arranged 
systematically m the form of ‘ avenues ’ There is another group of similar tombs about two mdes to the South 
of Shahpur The presence of these prehistoric burial grounds shows the antiquity of the site 

4 Briggs, HI, 116 and Basatin, 88 (Hyderabad Lithograph) 

6 Vide Plates 16 and Ilia 

6 Ma'athir t ‘ Alamgirl (Eibl Ind ), p 307. 

7 Vide Plates 16, Ilia and VIII6 1 " ' 
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The inscnptional tablet measures 2 ft 4 m, by 1 ft 6 in and has four lines of writing m 
Naskk style The language of the inscription is Persian, and I have deciphered the text as 
follows — 


PLATE I (a) 

itb l JUL* JL*J 4*U w j| (l) 

jLAbtr jbbJlji) (2) 

iPkl » j dlL* til A (3) 

£> It* 1 *"ji A.-*-* tjS (4) 

TRANSLATION 

This auspicious Port (was bmlt) dunng the fame of the refuge of the kingdom, the victorious 
(monarch), Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah, may God perpetuate his kingdom and sovereignty ! The work 
was done by Muhammad Yusuf, dated the 12th Ramazan, 9G2 H (corresponding to 31st July 
1555 A.D ). 

In chronological order, the next inscription of Shahpur is carved on the Western gateway 
of the town wall, which is styled the Gogi Darwazah on account of its facing the road which goos 
to Gogi The gateway is a lofty structure, and according to the inscription it was bmlt m 966 H 
(1658 59 A D ) dunng the reign of hll ‘Adil Shah I The mscnption ib carved on a tablet, 
measunng 4 ft 5 m by 2 ft 4 m The stylo of « rating is NasfJi of a crudo l_> pe and the text com- 
prises Qur’amc verses and three lines of Persian prose which may be read as follows — 

PT ATE I (b) 

O © ^1-^1 1 dfJ! 

c. 0 bjC'i '-ni Lhc iJb ,Q efJb 

^JLc tj v^Jaillji^ e^* j I 

o J* h J* h 

^oloj) y) j til v j!*L. Cl ( (j ) oLu ^ t » 45 (L/ l) 

1 

to 

4jU <^|j y ^j*H*J| ^lc ^jo l>lj t CL* ^Jt*i <ilA 

i^-aS oil tjy*> 5*15 ( 5 ) “ri oUr y il*-'-' 1 ’ y* 

> 0 4 ()')‘| jfcjjl 

TRANSLATION 

Bismillah — Qur'an, Ch 61, verse 13, and Ch 12, verse 64 and the Nath ‘All This fort and 
this auspicious town (was bmlt) dunng the reign of the refuge of the .kingdom, the victonous 


Tune 1 
Line 2 
Tune 3 

Line 4 

Line 5 
Line 6 
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(monarch) ‘All ‘Add Shah, may Almighty God preserve his kingdom and majesty, and spread 
over all climes his benevolence and chanty * The work was done by MTr Muhammad son of HajI 
‘Imad Khan the builder (or governor) of the Fort of Nusratabad, the well known and well- 
populated town 966 H (1558 59 A D ) 

The third mscnption in chronological order is carved on a stone tablet (3 ft lm by 2 ft ), 
now fixed on the first gate of the Shahpur Fort The inscription ongmally belonged to Deodurg, 
a taluqa of Sagar It states the repopulating of the town by one Mir Taju’d Din in 975 H (1567- 
68 A.D ) dunng the ‘Adil Shah! rule The mscriptional tablet has the Shiite Durud, the Nadi 
All and the Qur’umc verses (Ch 61, V 13, and Ch 12, V 64) carved in the margins, while the 
middle panels contain four Persian verses composed and inscribed m very poor style They 
read as follows — 

PLATE II 


o'jjj J 


c 1 K jSii ^U) (1 1 

u> j' 

* W 

t>j oils) (2) 

oM jl obi 


uty ( 3 ) 



OJO/ ^.Jbl (4) 

A qv° 

TRANSLATION 


(1) 0 Musalman, listen to me regarding the foundation of Deodurg, for I shall tell (you) 

the basic fact 

(2) Its outer entrance had fallen into rum to such an extent that for several decades people 

had forgotten it 

(3) When the reign of the just king 1 commenced, through judicious administration this 

entrance was restored 

(4) For the restoration this chronogram was composed , “ It was restored during the regime 

of Mir Taju’d Din ” 975 H (corresponding to 1567 68 A D ), 

The fourth mscnption of Shahpur is carved on a bastion of the Fort, styled the MuhammadI 
Burj The mscnption is dated 1067 H (1656-57 AD), and records the building of the bastion 
dunng the reign of ‘All ‘Adil Shah II, when Aqa Muhammad was the Nffib (Deputy of the king) 
The style of writing is NasUt of a crude type, and the text consists of three hnes of Persian verse 
composed m an indifferent style The tablet on which the inscription is carved is 1 ft 8 m m 
length and 1 ft 2 in in breadth 

TEXT 

PLATE III (a) 


oUL> 

OjOjf Ij 

z/ 

obi 



Jxib 

i»y 

ui 

Jjlr 


yj* J ; dl 


UJ'Sj 

cy »- 

si) 



1 Ab the Bijapur kings bore the title ‘Adil Shah there is pun on the word ‘Add which literally means * just ’ 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) By the grace of God the\ (t Ijr> offit mis of the 1 mg) built the Mtilmmrnadl Burj in Nuira 

tnlild 

(2) During the reign of the just bull an, King' Mi (II) when Aqn Muhammad tans the learned 

Nii lb (in Juiarntnbld) 

(3) The year win 10G7 If (1G5G 57 A I) ) when at an auspicious moment this bastion vas 

comidcted 

At n distance of n furious from the Trnacllrr's Bungtloa towards tin West, » n well, 
the entrance to which n practically blooded no.r Is a.>' po do ntln ttepx vc find an m’crip 
tional alab broken into two picci \> fixed hnrirontnlia m the b ft wall 1 In in-’rrip'mn records 
the building of a tomb and n mosque b, one Abu'l Hasan in rm mart of a pious hda named 
Junaid 13 1 The iinenptional tablet does not apjnartoln in it* original position, and at fin! it 
must haae been tot up in a prominent pb ce on the mo-que or tin tomb referred to in the 
inscription 

The text cmmals of rtton Immntmhs of I’oninn x crrc composed in an indifierent styl* The 
script is A mf AT, but ns tin stone Ins abraded India, tin ttrcnption Ins Income illegible in •< am! 
places The text ns di ciphered n giacn below — 


PRATE III (/) 


I) u.-i r jlj Oj.u 

* ejlj . . . jxr**- lit. ( if 

1 obit jsj*. jl Cj l *-A»e 

' — °n| j ( *i ) 1 — sfl* ■* cm* (ill] . . 


ih] b* t« U u«»«, 

p d C'Jj *• J I *y f ;J jUf 

" ) l ' c )) J / • ♦ u -jt* 

) *"*f • • • 


TRANSLATION 


Junaid BI, . r.;asja' ( 7 ) who was 
Nobody discerns the mtst< ry of tin * unknown ’ , 

It a. as the eighth of the month of Itnbl II 

That like she became aware of lur union (demise) 

Among her Finccre and faithful followers 

bhc was (specially) kind to Abu'l llasau for lus sorrowful mood 

The latter built in her memory this tomb and mosque 

Mhocacr stayed lie praised 

The air and water of this shrine 


The next (sixth) inscription m chronological order is enraed on a bastion of the Shfihpur I’ort 
facing the Mandfigaphi J It records the building of the bastion under the superintendence of 
ynlh Muhamrand Itaza, tho Keeper of the Fort, in 1077 If (IGGG G7 A D ) The inscription con- 
sists of four hues of Persian prose, and the date is giacn both in words and figures The stale of 
writing is NaiKhi of a crude type 

1 The two pieces jointly measure 2 ft Cm in length ami 1 ft 1 in m breadth 

* The arord ayanjuf meaning a mirror is somewhat out of place here , although it is u«cd in the well known 
qavfah of Imra'ul Qan 

* The lascnptional tablet measures 1 ft 7 in by 1 ft 3 in. 
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PLATE IV (a) 


(sic) 

| .yv UaJ| 


TRANSLATION 

(Built) under the superintendence of glut Muhammad Ra z a, the Keeper of the Fort, 
in 1077 H (1666 67 A D ) 

The seventh inscription of Shahpur belongs to the reign of ‘All ‘Adil Shah II, and aB the 
tablet on vduch it is carved was found during my visit lying m a neglected condition in a 
ruined mosque near Hazrat Musa Qadiri’s shnne, I have since had it removed to the Hyderabad 
Museum 1 The inscription records the building of a mosque or some other shnne, by one Shaikh 
Abu’l Hasan son of QazI ‘Abdu’l ‘Aziz This Abu’l Hasan may be identified with the Abu!h 
Hasan of Junaid Bl’s inscription (supra p 4), for both the records belong to Shahpur town 
and they seem to be contemporary from the similarity in the styles of their writing 

The present inscription consists of three lines of Persian prose The text has been read as 
follows — 


PLATE IV ( b ) 

cJAk* , . . gUJdU ukl*. «V« 

“ e* 

U?** CVA 
TRANSLATION 

Dunng the reign of ‘All ‘Adil Shah II of the kingdom, Shaikh Abu’l Hasan 

son of QazI ‘Abdu’l ‘Aziz built 1078 H (1667 68 A D ) 

GOGI 

It is an old town held in considerable regard by the people of the Deccan for the tombs of 
several saints The most important among these is Plr Ohanda Husain! whose real name was 
Jalalu’d Din Muhammad and who flourished dunng the reigns of the Baihmanl kings Ahmad 
Wall (1422 36 A D ) and ‘Alau’d Din Ahmad II (1436-58 A D ) Ohanda Husainl died on the 
10th Sha'ban, 858 H (1454 AD), and the phrase RuLh-i-Qhanda is the chronogram of his demise 
It was apparently on account of its religious associations that the town of GogI was selected as 


1 The tablet measures 1 ft 4 in by 11 in 
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the necropolis o! early ‘AdilSh alii kings, and four of them— Yiisuf l Achl Shah (1490 1510 AD), 
Isma'il ‘Adil Shah (1510 34 A D ), Mallu 'Adil Shah (1531 A D ) and Ibrahim 'Adil Shah I (1534- 
58 A D )— aie buned there 1 

The earliest inscription of Gogl belongs to the reign of Sultan Muhammad Tughluq, and is 
interesting as showing the extent of his conquest in the'western districts of the Deccan which is 
not clearly traced with the help of contemporary historical books The inscription records the 
building of a fort, called Ustadabad, with lofty towers and gateways m 738 H (1338 AD) As 
at Gogl itself there is no fort, and the nearest is at Shahpur, it is possible that Muhammad 
Tughluq might have given a new name (Dstudabad) to the latter place m preference to its old 
Hindu name The name Ustadabad, however, did not survive, for it is not mentioned m any 
contemporary history or statistical account, and was apparently replaced by the name Shahpur 
during the reign of BaihmanI lungs 

The mscriptiondl tablet was foktid broken in two pieces lying in a neglected condition behind 
the Arba‘ Maspd It has now been removed to the interior of the latter mosque and preserved 
there The two pieces jointly measure 8 ft 2 m by 1 ft 2 m The style of writing is Ndslhi 
of a bold vigorous type matching with the script of the other inscriptions of Muhammad 
Tughluq found at Bodhan, 2 Bajamundry 3 and Daulatabad I have deciphered the text as 
follows — 


^LAlTl V (a) 

•b* y jb] »lwOb tXt-C j<i j£iu j <>*->. (1/1718 I) 

, &U] ill* «^lkc (Jljy y 

(,& (Line 2) vfJD b y\ uxb bSyt *»bl oil*) SJa*. lUi Jjjjy iJIyj il . . 

L— yj.b Oj [ i o^ij b 

^jb * * j~) J bjO , , . jx( jtS 

a 1 iH| U-ao, ^ ^Uil y ,_>)<! kd3 (Ll ne 3) y uAijO 

. < i 1 

Wly* <G bJ . ^.kf) . , , .... }j-ah 

..... i.i U.*l« y y ^Ul tX*» (Lllie 4) yd) ylybx 

Q clA ' — 'j X A Xb A 


TRANSLATION 

Chosen (lit guarded) praise and sober thanks be (oSered) to God that m the reign of the king 
with Sun like signs, Mooh like effulgence, Saturn like power and Mercuiry-hke sagacity (who is) 
the polar star of the heaven of , Tughluq Shah the Sultan— may God through His grace 
strengthen his > — the great Khan and the distinguished ruler (Khaqan) — may God make 
the distinguished holy persons his helpers 1 — Idid by'dmiie guidance the foundation of a fort at 
Ustadabad, the towers of the lofty parapets of which are on a leVfel with the sighs of the zodiac 

’ y Brtggs, III, 72 and 112^ 

~ 3 B 1 for 1919 20, Plate XVI6 

3 Ibid for 1923 24, Plate V 1 
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and the massive bastions of which are arm m arm with the planets of heaven It (the fort) may 
be compared with a mountain which has the sword of the Sun round its girdle 1 
river , the altitude and foundation of its glacis,. Its gate is the entrance (lit hey) of the 
gates of heaven, and its ramparts (or walls) are such that the architect of the f fort of religion and 
faith (i e , Prophet Muhammad) has referred to their builder m Jus saying, “ Whoever buildeth a 
fort for Islam, Godbmldeth a castle for him ” Onthelstof Dhu’I Ha]] m the year 738 H, 

(20th of June 1338 AD) under the supervision of the abotementioned 

province — may both of them have a long life — was completed 

The next inscription m chronological order from Gog! is carved on the door of a small chamber 
styled the Chilla or prayer room of Shah Hablbu’llah, who was the grandson of the saint Chanda 
Husain! The Gliilh is situated within the enclosure of the saint’s tomb towards the South The 
inscription is carved on plaster, and consists of a Persian couplet and the date The style of 
writing is Naskli 

PLATE V (b) 

l 

i iJiijf dlJ) ^,1 1 ml* A& j knh Ujo ij**- 

' 1 1 

TRANSLATION 
By the writer of the couplet ■. 942 H (1535 36 A D ) 

, Couplet 

The chamber of the world has been called a prison 2 for this reason ’ 

That Rablbu’llah (Fnepd of God) may shut himself up m meditation there 

The shrine of Shah Chanda Husain! has an extensive enclosure with several gates, one of 

which, towards the West, leads to a tank which is dried up now Over this gate an inscription 
is carved m Persian verse of an indifferent style apparently composed by some pne m the service 
of the guardian of the shrine who is mentioned m the inscription as the bmlder of the gate The 
inscription consists of eight couplets which are carved m four panels, each panel contaimng two 
couplets 3 The style of writing is Thulth of a free type The text may be read as follows — 





PLATE V (c) 
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i-flc 

‘ 

(1) 

i 
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el 
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( 2 ) 


^ic tU 


it&Jlob 


(lA 


( 3 ) 


drA j t-jTw 


A 




(4) 

jU) , .jdslLi 
v y 

JoLe si 


5Lo ;; 

bhf , 


i— S wj, 

( 5 ) 


1 That is the sphere of the Sun reaches up to the middle of that mountain’s height , 

2 There is a saying of Prophet Muhammad | UjoJ) , the world is a prison for the faithful. 

8 The tablet on which the inscription is carved measures 5 ft 4 in by 1 ft 7 m 

4 *LaHc has been misspelt twice in this line 1 

6 The correct spelling of tins word is , 
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Aii aAB 



lit) j)jli 

i (6) 

if* ,St&> 

■j vDs 

to 


il'iSjf 

( 7 > 




flaJ llijf ^i| liiji 

SJ s.( 

( 8 ) 



TRANSLATION 




(1) 0 God, mate tbe end blissful and dnve away the unforeseen misfortune 

(2) Undoubtedly thou wilt receive the mercy of God , thou shouldst have faith and (notice) 

the providence of God 

(3) During the reign of Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah, son of the king, ‘All ‘Adil Shah 5 

(4) If thou wouldst submit to the divine commandment, thou wouldst go to paradise 

without any doubt or hitch 

(5) The gate of the shnne was built of stone during the reign of the just Jang (‘Adil Shah), 

the refuge of other monarchs 

(6) May thy life be long (so long) as having no limit , mayst thou always have good 

fortune and may thy enemy be under thy feet 1 

(7) The mulciivalli, Shaikh Miyan, built it now, in the year 1007 H 3 (1598 99 A D ) 

(8) A work not done by others before has been achieved by him (the mutaioalll) except 

good name nothing survives in the world 

At a distance of half a furlong to the North of Shah Ghanda Husami’s shrine are the remains 
of an old garden styled the Khass Bagb A ruined enclosure and an arched entrance facing the 
West are all that survive now, and over the entrance an inscription is carved which mentions the 
name of Mir Taju’d Din as the builder of a beautiful palace It appears that at one time the 
Khass Bagb had a beautiful palace, but no trace of it is to be found now, as the entire area within 
the enclosure is under cultivation This Taju’d Din is evidently the same person who is mentioned 
m the Deodurg inscription ( supra p 3) 1 

The inscription consists of three lines of Persian verse written in Nasld'liq style The in- 
scriptions! tablet measures 2 ft 7 m by 1 ft 4 m The text has been deciphered as follows — 






PLATE VI (a) 
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J* 
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J* 


k 3b 

j'j 



Uir 


fj 1 


;» 


A C|Oy 

1 ufu should be (u 

2 It is interesting to note tliat Sir W Haig on the authority of Fmshta has described Ibrahim II, as the son of 
Shah Tahmasp, a brother of ‘Ah ‘Adil Shall I But this inscription shows Ibrahim to be the son of ‘All The 
wor d (jil may mean here a successor, but suoh a meaning is unusual , 

3 Th .3 year falls within the reign of Ibrahim 'Add Shah II, whose name is mentioned in the third couplet 
* The graves of Mir Taju’d Din and his wife are situated in the vicinity of the Kh'.ss Ttagh (about 160 yards 

towards the North) They bear no inscription 

6 According to the Abjrtd system the numerical value of this hemistich gives the date 957 H (15S0 61 A D ) 
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' TRANSLATION ' ' 

I f ' i 

(1) BaqI has built this edifice so that m the world BaqI’s name should survive 1 1 

(2) Thou shouldst know that Mir Taju’d Din, the chieftain of the sacred area, has built 

this beautiful palace / 

7 

(3) I inquired of 1 * intellect ’ about the chronogram , it suggested — may this building lask 

forever 957 H (1550-51 A D ) 


SAGAR (Nuaratabad) 

Sagar, although now an insignificant town in the Taihsil of Shahpur, claims an eventful hisfi 
tory which stretches back to the earhest conquest of the Deccan by Musalman kings Finshte 
mentions Sagar with Gulbarga and Dvarasamudra as the three important towns where Mubaralf 
Ivhaljl after lus conquest of Deogarh appointed military stations for the control of the Deccan 5 e 
The importance of Sagar among the divisions of the Deccan is further proved by the rebellion Oq 
Bahau’d Din, a cousin of Muhammad bin Tughluq, who held Sagar as a fief, and* who twicc 3 
defeated the imperial troops under ETbwajah Jahan, although ultimately he was defeated and 
flayed alive by the order of Muhammad bin Tughluq 3 Sagar remained an important provincial 
seat during the reign of the BaihmanI kings and it is frequently mentioned m the annals of 
that dynasty, 4 but with the establishment of the ‘ Adil Shahl kingdom at Bljapur, it passed into, 
the jurisdiction of the latter 

In 1098 H when Aurangzeb annexed Sagar to his kingdom, it was held by Ped Nayak whc 
was a feudatory of Bljapur kings' The author of the Ma' dthir-i-'’ Alamgirl m showing the 
importance of Sagar compares it with Golconda — 

f 

HI 

jS,m jCiii J JilxClf inis jJ (Jl J lii yi J&ii Jii 


TRANSLATION 

In the world there were two forts each more impregnable than the other one of them was 
Golconda and the other Sakkar (Sagar) 8 

Under the Mu gh als Sagar enjoyed the privilege of being a mint-town, and gold as well as 
silver coins of Aurangzeb, Kam Bakhsh and Shah ‘Alam I struck at Sagar (Nusratabad) 6 are 
known to numismatists 7 Sagar possesses a fair record of its history in the shape of inscrip- 
tions as well, and m my survey of the place I have found twenty-one inscriptions of which ten 
belong to the BaihmanI kings and the rest to the ‘Adil Shahl dynasty The earhest record 
belongs to the reign of Muhammad Shah II, and is dated 793 H (1390-91) It records the 
building of an inn and an enclosure (the town walls ? ) under the order of the king by the 
Kotwal whose name was Mubarak The inscnptional tablet 8 is fixed now m the Southern wall 

1 BaqI was perhaps the poetic title o£ Mir Taju’d Din 

• Fmshta, Text (Bombay lithograph), Vol I, p 241 

» Ibuf 

• Ibid , pp 676, 679 and 720 

‘ Ma'athir t ‘Alamgiri (Bib! Ind ), p 306, and Basatinu's Salafin (Hyderabad Lithograph), p 348 

• For this name see supra p 1 , 

7 Annual Beport of the Arohseologioal Department, Hyderabad, for 1024 26 A D , p 19, and Catalogue of Com e 
in the Punjab Museum, p CXIV ' 

• The tablet is of polished black stone and it measures 2 ft 6 in by 1 ft 8 in > 
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f a building staled the ‘Aehur Kbanii, which lfl situated to the North wcstofllazrnt Munawwar 
Sudhshuh’s Bhrmc The inscription consists of seven lines of Persian verso vntten in Nashli 
haractcrs of an ornate style The text nmj be read as follows — 

FTATE VI (6) 


UJ 

jb i* ' '"'1^ ' J s l _}l 

y) <Ja£J pXiu.) j] y 

(1) 

(2)j u ' J -^ otj u 2 ^ u!b° °y 13 

^yLna. ^1 jJiyjf" jl isi) 

^ j*** j\ jb &■*** 

f) ,jC llA dAjl*.C 


lL& iXfX J/* - * 

• . . & i£jJj^abJ|y i (2) 

u ly) til*, )) (3) 

utu u—U*. iiy b jy./« «iy U (4) 

^ U*} 0 ' yi y ^ iir -50 - ( 5 ) 

OyC ^hj)j (0) 

Jl» i-^a6 r r A*ai& O^x* j) Oy (7) 


( 

TRANSLATION 

1 (I) This inn was built during the reign of the powerful king, the ruler who is n wielder 

of sw ord and a wearer of crow n (abke) 

(2) The king Muhammad, the victorious monarch , at the time of munificence 
^ whose hand is the cloud of bounty pouring pearls like a spring shower 

an (3) By his unrestricted justice the world has become like paradise, and by the zephyr of 
es t his bounty the city of Sagar is an abode of bliss 

ime (1) So long as the Sun may shine, 'so Tong as the axiB of the world may be steady and so 
bar long as the earth may revolve, maj his life also continue 1 * 

he v (5) By the order of the beautiful lung, the builder of this ondosurc (fort or city walls) and 
a tl inn was the Kotw.il of the fort (or town), a sen ant of the king’s servants 

t 

(6) As he is most noble minded and his administration has been just* this well known fort 

;cn (or city walls) was rebuilt afresh by him 

(7) It was m 793 H (1390 91 A D ) that this building was repaired by the all-peryadmg 

grace of God , 


Another inscription of Muhammad Sihah BaihmanI is can ed on a tablet* which is lying near 
'•he tomb of Hazrat Sufi Sarmast, 3 situated near a tank about a mile to the North of Sagar Tho 
nscnption is important, for it gives the name of the king ns Muhammad Mahmud, and thus 
removes the objection raised by Finsbta against tho author of FutuJni’s SalatTn bud some 'other 
writers of Gujarat and Delhi who had styled tho king as Muhammad Shull Baihmani, while 
Finsbta has pointed out that the correct name of the king is Mahmud Shah Baihmani The frill 
name of the king being Muhammad Mahmud, the heavy strictures of Finsbta on tho above 


1 Tiioro is pan on tho word Mubarak ior it was also tho name of tho Kotwal (seo infra p 11) 

’Tho tahlst measures 4 ft l>v 1 ft 4 in’ 

* Snfl Sarmast according to tradition was a disciplo of tho well known saint, Kizamu’d Din Anhya He 
came to Sagar in 657 H (1252 A D ) and died m 080 H (1281 82 A D ) . - . : > 
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authors are not, justified 1 On the other hand the inscription exposes; the ignorance of Finshta 
himself of the full name of the king 

This inscription also states that the Baihmani kings had. descended from, the Persian monarch 
Baihman, on which point again the view of Finshta is interesting Hei writes — 

“ It has keen asserted that he ('Aland Din) was descended. from Bahmunpone of the ancient 
kings of Persia, and I, the author, have even seen a pedigree of him, so denved m the royal library 
of Ahmudnuggur , but it was probably only framed after his accession to the throne, by flatterers 
and poets, for I believe Ins origin was too obscure to admit of its being traced iThe appellation 
of Bahmuny he certainly took out of compliment to his master, Gungoo, the Brahmin, a word 
often pronounced Bfihman > The King himself was by birth an Afghan' ” 2 

The title Baihman Shah is mentioned in the Gulbarga mostjue inscription, and is also found 
on the coins of the dynasty In ‘my opinion it was themost -appropriate appellation which the 
courtiers' of ‘Alau’d'Din could 'Suggest for him, 1 taking into consideration the king’s sense of 
gratitude to the Brahman, Gangu, and 1 the identity " of the ! Persiamsed form, Baihman, of the 
casten&me' Brahnian, 'with ’’the' name of the 'great Persian king Baihman, son of Isfandyar In 
Gulbarga- there is to thiri day, a street called Baihmanlpura, where- the majority of the residents 
are Brahmins, and sorud of them describe themselves as the descendants of Gangu 

-The inscription was Composed by Farid, who was perhaps the court chronogramist, for he 
wntes, “ I have composed chronograms in verse on every subject ” The present epigraph consists 
of seven lines of Persian verse, and the date of the building is mentioned in the last line The 
script is Naslrti and the text has been deciphered as follows — 


PLATE VII (a) 
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TRANSLATION -■ ' 

(1) During the reign of the king, 'the .possessor of the world, 'the powerful monarch, the 

lord of the universe, (Muhammad Mahmud, the breaker of battle array , 

(2) r A descendant of Jang Baihman and like the latter an wielding sword ; through the 

power of his sword he has 'become the commander of the assembly 

(3) May his life be long, for in peace and war he is a distributor of gold) and a wielder of 

— sword among ^people 

1 Finshta, Test (Bombay lithograph), p 576 
a Brxggs, II, 297 
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(4) By the command of the king the builder of this mansion has made the tor. n of Sngar 

like paradise This sen ant (of the lang) is an expert 

(6) Mubarak is his name and auspicious is the time that during the reign of the king he is 

the Kotwal of this prosperous city 1 * 

(6) The servant Farid (who always) prays for the life of the king, he has composed chrono- 

grams in verso on every subject 

(7) From the Flight ( Hvjrat ) of the Prophet it was (the year) 794 (1391-92 AD) that this 

building was adorned like paradise 

The tomb of Taju’d Din Shaikh Munawwar Badshah the son of Sufi Sarmast is situated 
m the Eastern part of the modern town of Sagar It haB several inscriptions, one of which belongs 
to the reign of Muhammad Shah Baihmam II, and records the building of some mansion by 
Mubarak Kotwal The mscnptional tablet is carved on two sides 1 — one side bears the present 
inscription, while the other side has an inscription of Isma'Il ‘Adil Shah (1510-34 AD) set up 
by one Mahd! 3 It is interesting to note bow mscnptional tablets of state buildings were requisi- 
tioned for new mscnptions by later officials, tbe apparent reason being a sense of apatby for the 
works of their predecessors and the love of giving permanence to their own names The mscnp 
tion consists of four lines of Persian verse, the last line being almost obliterated The script 13 
Rcisl]}, and I have deciphered the inscription as follows — 

PIiA'iJti XIII (a) 

j\j>] »U jM3 jbJ Cm OjLx >lu 

* »t£ ‘Wji i*** 5 

cjjUc yjiJ <Sjii tw j* lj C^LaJ 0 Jlyjf 

• • ■ , , • ««• • * « 1*^ j)y t • * * 1 4 

TRANSLATION 

(1) When the construction of this building commenced under the authority of the king 

of the universe, the exalter of the world 

(2) During the reign of the master of the world, the lord of the um verse, Muhammad §hak 

Sultan, the chosen one of God 

(3) By the command of the king Mubarak Kotwal, who possesses foresight, built this 

edifice (?) 

(4) May God keep it 

The town of Sagar was defended by massive walls, bastions, and gateways, built by 
the BaihmanI and ‘Adil Slialn kings at various periods according to the exigencies of thotime 
These, excepting one or two gateways, have completely disappeared now, and the greatest 
damage to them has been done by the Rajas of Shorapur, who to strengthen their own fortress 
have ruthlessly demolished the defensive works of Sagar 

1 Arabia TeUx, hero tho poet compares Sagar with Yaman only on account o! its prosperity 

* The tablet measures 2' 9* by 0 y 

* Tor this person eco infra p 10 
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In the year 801 H (1398-99 AD) Flroz Shah Baibman! made Sagar his camp to lead an expe- 
dition against the Raja of Vijayanagar Finshta wntes that the king moved from Gulbarga 
to Sagar where he reviewed his army 1 There is no inscription of this year at Sagar , but there is 
one dated 810 H (1407 A D ) which records the building of a lofty gateway under the orders of 
Firoz Shah The gateway still exists although it is in a very .ruinous condition 

The inscription consists of seven lines of Persian verse wutten in Na-sLh characters 5 The 
text has been deciphered as follows . — 


PT A.!*, VII (b) 
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JLKANSLATION 

(1) By the command of Firoz Shah the Great, who is the king of exalted kings 

(2) He is of auspicious birth and of triumphant fortune 1 

(3) The royal gateway has been built with such an arch that the arch of Ctesiphon is lost 

m its height 

(4) Fahim Fath Sultan! has built it he is the Kotwal (commander) of this great city 

(5) The year was 810 H (1407 A D ) and it (the gateway) was completed m the month 

of Muharram 

(6) The humble Nadim composed this epigraph, so that it may be read 

by the people of the world 

(7) May God preserve it as long as mankind survives . 1 

It is rather pathetic to note the wishes of the builders and the havoc wrought by time 
This inscription is carved on the eastern fa9ade of the gateway while on the western there 
is another which bears the same date The latter consists of nine hnes of Persian verse, and as 
the style of writing is the same as that of the previous inscription, it appears that both were 
carved by the same sculptor 3 The text reads as follows — 

PLATE VIII (a) 

. **] ilA ob y Iro »r **► 0 v_r* 5 c'* 3 1 3 ""^ ( 2 i 

1 Bnggs, II, 370 “ " " 

2 The tablet on which the inscription is carved measures 2 ft 8 in by I ft 3 m 

3 The tablet on which the inscription is carved measures 3 ft 7 in by 1 ft 8 m. 
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TRANSLATION , 

(1) To whomsoever the grace of the Holy God is the guide, victory, success, triumph and 

fortune aro available to him 

(2) Every mom and eve many people raise their hands in prayer in remembrance of the 

name of their world conquering king as a token of gratitude 

(3) In an auspicious time a wonderful gateway has been built , it is lofty and subhme and 

illuminated like heaven 

(4) During the reign of the king, the possessor of the world, the just, (ulio) is Elroz Shah, 

the generous (ht the second Hatim), the victorious 

(5) has contained the mystery bf the wdrld “ 1 is perfumed with musk and red 

rose 

(6) l A'gate with 1 a senes of arclies r&soUfading'witli the' sweet warbhngs'(of birds), a second 

paradise another match of which is not to be found 
' (7) The builder of this gateway is the Kotwal (commander),' I mean'FahTm, the servant 

of the just emperor 

(8) From the Flight (Hvjral) of the Prophet it was tho year 810 (1407 8 A D ) that this 

building, like which there are few m the world, was completed 

(9) 0 God grant him a long hfe like that of Noah to this lang who is a unique bestower 

of kingdoms (ht worlds) 

__ t- > 

The reign of Flroz Shah is represented by another inscription at Sagar It originally belonged 
to the city walls, but now the tablet on which it is carved 1 is fixed into the western side of the 
platform of Hazrat Munawwar Badshah’s tomb 2 The epigraph records the building of the walls, 
bastions, and a gateway of the city by the Kotwal, iMubarak, under the authority of Firoz Shah 
We have noticed the name of Mubarak as the Kotwal of Sagar m the two inscriptions of Muham- 
mad Shah BaihmanI II, dated 793 and 794 H 'respectively, 3 but in the earlier part of Firoz Shah’s 
reign Mubarak seems to have been replaced by Falhm Sultani, for m-the inscriptions of the latter 
king, dated 810 H , the name of Fahim'is recorded as the Kotwal of Sagar 4 As the name of 
Mubarak occurs again m the present inscription, it appears that about the date of this record 
(814 H ) he was reinstated on his previous post - 


1 The tablet measures 2 ft 9 m by 1 ft 9 in 

! For Munawwar Badshah see supi a p 12 


4 Supra pp 9 and 11 
4 Cf Plate Villa 
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The inscription consists of nine lines of Persian verse, which were composed by one Jamiilu’d 
Din Mufti, vhose name is mentioned m the last line The style of writing is A'aslM, similar to 
that of the earlier inscriptions of Sagar i_ The text has been deciphered as follows — 

PLATE VIII (b) 
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TRANSLATION 

' 


> (1) IPraiso be unto God that in the oity of Nusratabnd what a boautifnl and how strong a fort 
(or enclosure) has been built 

(2) At the sight of any of the bastions which is noticed m this enclosure tho towers of 
heaven (? e , signs of the zodiac) are scattered m charity 

(3) And the gateway which, has been built may its auspioiousnoss last till the day of resurrec- 
tion ! ( 

(4) During the time of the administration of such a king who has destroyed infidelity and 
defended the faith , 

(5) The exalted king, who has descended from the son of Baihman , Flroz Shuh, the shadow 
of God Almighty 

(G) The budding has been erected, with (all) heart and soul by the exalted, Malik, Mubarak, 
the special servant of the Spltan , 

(7) The august person has been thq Kotwal always enjoying a good name and luck 

(8) From the * flight ’ ( Hijrat ) it is the year 814 (1411-12 A D ) that now by the grace of 

God this (building) has been completed - > r 

(9) Jamalu’d Din Mufti has composed well (these lines) he has strung the pearl of the chrono 
gram in a good style 

The reign of Flroz SSliali’s successor, Ahmad Wall al Baihmani, is represented by two inscrip- 
tions both of which are dated 829 H One of them records the budding of a gateway in t he city 
walls of Sagar by tho Kotwal Da’ud The tablet on which the inscription is carved 2 is now built 

” 1 C/ Plates VI VH 

* Tho tflblot measures 2 ft 7 in by 2 ft 
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into the prayer niche of an old mosque at Rauza, a Buhurb of Sagar where the tombs of Ankas 
Khan and his family are situated 1 

The inscription consists of seven lines of Persian verse, composed by one Muhammad Fakhr. 
The script is Naskb I have read the test as follows — 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) Praise be unto God that through the support of the great knower by the command 
of the king of Islamic countries , 

(2) The praiseworthy defender of the law of Hijaz, Shihabu’d Din Ahmad Shah, the victori- 
ous , 

(3) The bloom of the garden of Baihman Shah the deceased O God, keep the evil eye of 
autumn afar from this orchard 1 

(4) From the ‘ flight 5 (hijral) it was the year eight hundred and twenty-nine that this gate 
facmg the Ka'ba was built 

(5) This building was constructed by Da’ud who is the just Kotwal 

(6) Muhammad Fakhr is (the poet) who strung the pearls (of this poem) and who occupied 
himself m composing the chronogram 

(7) 0 God, keep the enclosure walls of Nusratabad filled with people till the ‘day of judgment ’ 

On a side of the last another inscriptional tablet is built which bears a fragmentary inscrip- 
tion As m the third bne it contains the name of Muhammad and m the seventh that of Mubarak-, 
it may be guessed that the inscription belongs to some building erected by the Kotwal Mubarak 
at the instance of Muhammad Shah Baihmani II (1378 97 A D ) The style of writing is Nasth 
and the words of the text which are intact may be read as follows — 

PLATE EX (6) 

.... uwy ) l -’>y* (1) 

• . • • ' • (2) 

f 

a *-*-' 4 ( 3 ) 

1 For Ankas Khan see Bnggs, III, pp 167 ff, and Baeatlnu’s SafaKn (Hyderabad Lithograph), pp 204, 221, 
222, 226 and 227 
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• • • (?) ) (4) 

• • • • • • Jl (5) 

, * • • • (?) (6) 

• • • • • L— ^7^ 

u / 4 J ( 8 ) 

• • • (y) &lj 9 ( 9 ) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) Was completed or repaired 

(2) During the reign of the king 

(3) Muhammad 

(4) From his countenance ..... 

(5) 0 God, . . 

(6) The disciple 

(7) Mubarak 

(8) From the ‘ flight 5 (Hi j rat) 

(9) Farid, 1 the humble 

The other inscription of Ahmad Shall Wall al-Baihmanl is carved on the wall of a well in the 
shrine of Hazrat Sufi Sarmast 5 The tablet bearing the inscription is broken in two pieces, of 
which one is still fixed m the wall, while the other is lying close by 3 The breaking of the tablet' 
has destroyed a portion of the text, but what remains on the two pieces is fairly legible, and 
shows that the inscription consisted of twelve lines of Persian verse written in Nai>kh characters' 
I have deciphered the text as follows — 


PLATE X 


>> 

j| 

V 

r 


i ) 

« A 

id 


(i) 



i*S 

V 


jr**)*- I ^i* 5 b 

' v 

V 


(2) 



c£J4 

U U 


j ujls 'jis , 

• • 1 


(3) 




\±r 3 y 

^ 4“ Jl y= a/C 

Vifil 


(*) 

(?) ‘-V 0 • 

• 

• • 

. 




(5) 


1 Farid’s name as a court chronogramist or historian of tho roign of Muhammad Shah II is already mentftmed 
abovo, vide p II 

5 For Sufi Sarmast boo supra p 10 
* Tho two pieces jointly moasuro 3 ft 8 m l>y 2 ft 8 in 
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Second piece 


• • 

• 

• • e *J) 




•A" 


~ J J't 

(6) 

usW 




, L. 

urJ [x ' 

J! 

y> 



(7) 

4 >*.sr /0 


# A f 


iS ■£>£>. ! 


J 


& 

(8) 

til' 0 O' 

■ 


h «L 

u ,tU/ * 

, * 

J 


(9) 

r 

; 

jO 


|i4J 


J V_, 

,(a5 e£jL* 

(10) 

kJ ^ 





i j* 

Uil 



(11) 

l -jijt 


^IjxL h 



jUn 


J) 


Ifiil 

(12) 


TRANSLATION 

(1) A tliousaud praises be unto the Benevolent God v.ho draws a spring from granite rooks 

(2) Wlien (be) found this spring sweet and refreshing possessing the sweetness of the spring 
of Kauthar 1 2 3 

(3) The Prophet . u hose threshold was heaven EEudiwand Khun v ho was raised 

to the rank of Ehanjahan E 

(4) Tins distinguished descendant of the Prophet ordered that a well 8 be built around 
this holy spring 

(o) completed 

(6) When the year was 829 H in this garden (or tomb) 

(7) During the reign of the victorious emperor -who has conquered the v hole world m one 
campaign , 

(8) The flower of the garden of Bailiman Shah, the king Al;rnad, through whose authority the 

fragrance of Muhammadan Law has spread ' 1 

(9) In this mausoleum is buried that tiger of the battlefield whose name is Eaz! son of Zaid 
thou shouldst remember 

(10) Malik Qutbi Mulk, the martyr, who at once sacrificed his head and bfe for God 

(11) 0 Muhammad, 4 thou shouldst swim in the ocean of poesy, and when thou reachest 

the c6ast offer this prayer from the heart _ , 

(12) 0 God through thy grace grant Jvbanjabiin a peaceful and ever lasting life 1 

Passing on to the ‘Add Shall! inscriptions of Sngar, it is interesting to note that m 

two epigraphs, dated 931 H and 932 H respectively, the title of ‘Adil Khan (Isma‘11) is recorded 
as Wazir and not as king, and thus these inscriptions clear the misunderstanding which has arisen 
among modern writers that Yusuf ‘Add Klian and Isma‘11 ‘Add Khan assumed the titles of sove- 
reignty during the life-times of the last three Baihmanl kings, Mahmud Shah, Wallu’llah, and 

1 The name of a fountain of Paradiso 

2 Finshta writes that Ahmad Wall in roward-of tho devotion Of ‘Abdul Qadir his armour boarer raised him 
to the rani of two thousand and conferred on lnm tho title of Khan-Jahan It is doubtful whether ‘Abdul Qadir 
and Khudauand Khan of tho inscription wero tho same person Briggs, II, 404 

3 Tho word ^iS j occuts frequently in old inscriptions of the Deccan and means a * well ’ 

4 Tho name of the poot who composod those hues 
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Kahmu’Hah 1 The earlier one of tlioso two records is carved on a pillar wlncli is lying on the plat- 
form of Munawwar Badsliah’s tomb 2 Tlio inscription records the construction of a mosque by 
Annua Jinn, 3 the wet-nurse of Dastiir Khan, who was probably the gov ernor or fief holder of 
Sngar about this lime, for Ins name is mentioned m several inscriptions 4 The inscribed portion 
of the pillar measures 1 ft G in by 1 ft 4 in and contains three Persian couplets written in 
Naslu'llq characters The couplets read as follows — 

„ PLATE XI (a) 

M*- M 1 ji jl)) Jac )V j (1) 

lit/a Oj» i — «Ua j iPjf Li ^l| jl cVibl lj (2) 

Cp] jXa. <>e?y J 1 -" (3) 

( * qr I ) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) By the grace of God Amma Ih\ » built this mosque during the just administration of 
‘Add Kban (ImiVIl), the sagacious Warir 

(2) So that the good name of the wot-nursc of Dnstur Khan should survive, she has built this 
(mosque) for the worship of the One and Eternal God 

(3) Mahdi- when attempting to draw scientifically the horoscope of the foundation (lit 
the time) of the mosque, found that the chronogram is contained in the phrase — the abode (lit 
ascemb 1 !/ mosque) of eternal bliss 0 

The other inscription, dated 932 H , was carved on a tablet 7 which lay sometime ago in the 
‘Ash fir Ivbiina* at Sagar, but it has disappeared now The letters of the inscription liav e become 
indistinct on account of the weathering of the stone, but still a considerable portion of the text 
can be deciphered It consists of three Persian couplets written in NasUi characters , 

The most important feature of the inscription is the mention of the namo of the Baihmani 
king, V> aliu’llah, son of "Mahmud Shah, as that of the reigning monarch in the year 932 H This 
chronology is supported by the dates of the reigns of the last four Baihmani longs giv cn by 
Tinshta — 

Ahmad Shall II Died in 927 II ’ 

‘Altiu’d Din Shah II “ The king was deposed after a short reign of two jears 

and three months and placed in confinement, during 
which he was shortly afterwards murdered ” 10 — i e , 
sometime in 929 II 

1 1 he names of thcio three kings, in spite of the fnct tlmt thc\ vero moro puppets in the hands of their Barid 
minist'rs, vero mentioned in the Jiu/ia and stamped on coins ns reigning monnrehs Tho inscriptions of this 
periol aho, found in various parts of tho Deccan, contain tho names of Baihmani princes ns thoso of tho reigning 
monnrehs, while tho titles of tho five generals who ultimate^ founded tho fho I liigdoms of tho Dcccan aro given 
as ministers or servants of tho king Tor tho dato of Sul^m Quh Qutbul Mulk’s assuming tho title of tho king seo 
m\ articlo in tho Journal of the Hyderabad Archemlonical Society for 1018, pp 89 91 
* Tor Muna vwnr Bndshiih'B tomb bco supra p 12 

tv 

= llivn is an evtraordinarj namo unless it is nil oJUl of 
‘ Infra pp 21 22 

» Maluli is tho namo of the poot who composed tho chronogram 
e Tht phrnso according to tho Abjad eastern gives the dato 031 II, 

1 Tho tablet is 1 ft 2 in squaro 

f For tho ‘Ashiir Kh'ina soo supra p 10 ’ 

’ Brvjge, II, Col 
Ibid p 50G 
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WaliuTlnh Shuli 


Knlimu’llfth 


“Three jenrs after his accession, Amir Band concuung a 
passion for the king’s wife, caused the king to be poisoned 
and espoused tho queen ”>—t c , sometime in 932 II 
0)2* to 031 II (?) 


Sir W Haig lias git on the dates of the Inst four Biuhiimnl kings «3 follov s — a 


Ahmad ijhiih II 


021 27 II 


‘A lftu’d Din 
M nliu’llnh 
Kahmu’llali 


027 28 II 
928 0)1 II 
931 31 II 


As Ilaighnsgnen no reasons for Ins differing from 1 insjita, and ns the date gnen in tho 
present inscription supports the thrnnologt of the latter vntor there rein uns no room for 
accepting the dates of Ilmg for the reigns of these kings * 

The te\t of the inscription has been deciphered as follows — 


PLATE XI (/-) 

u I^olc ... dj+sr* ^j} ciJ | <J<*j 

/ 

TRANSLATION 

(1) This building was constructed In the help of God, the Creator, In Muhammad Nur, Numb 

(Deputy) . Dnstur Kbiin 

(2) During the reign of the lord of the faith, MnliuTl ill son of Mahmud, a minister 

■whose title was ‘Add ivjiln 

(3) If thou dcsircst to ascertain the date of the budding thou shouldst know that it 
was 932 H 


Near the "Western gatewaa of Sugar towards the North cast is n platform with two graces 
At the head of one of these grates a stone pill ir 13 fixed which bears two inscriptions One of 
these is m prose* and tho other in \er-e The prose inscription, with the exception of the first 
line, is fairl) legible and maj be read ns follow s — • 

1 Briggs II, r i <7 

‘Ibid p ass 

* Cambridge Ilfton/, III, 002 

4 A great deal of confusion 1ms arisen on account of the coins of Sultan Knlimn’llah, winch bear scars from 
930 to 012 H As Tinshta writes that Vmtr Hand 1 opt tlaliu’IIah virtualh a prisoner, and that tho lat'er 
becoming impationt of tho restraint endcaiourod to procure libcrts, it appears that Amir Barid threatened to 
place ICalimu’llah on tho throne, and went bo far oven as to issue coins hearing the name of Kahmu’llah dnnn" 
tho life-timo of Wnliu llah Neither I lnslita nor nn\ otlior contemporan historian of tho Deccan gives the 
oxaet dato of Knlimu Unh’s demise, and ns his coins bearing the date 942 II have been found, it appears 
that ho wna nhso in that year Tins mow gains support ty tbo studs of tho inscriptions of Bijnpur kings who 
did not assumo rojnl titles until 943 II 

* Tho first lino of this inscription also maj ho m verso 

* Tho proso part of tho inscription measures 2 ft 4 in by 1 ft 
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PLATE XII (a) 

, uj^r (Ui W 

m 

a£)| pf\jc\ lUv)o (2) 

jW 5 ) AJ^AJI (3) 

tJ&S) ||J A iljoJ ta-1.2*} UaI) jloi IjJlJI j) liiij* il | jyi Iji tXe.a.1 (4) 

Jt <| 0 0 W*" j (* 

TRANSLATION 

When my aslies 

The date of the demise of the beloa ed son, the honoured, the most noble, the most brave, the 
distinguished — may God bless him — the august, the martyr, the blessed, the absolved, (who) in 
the freshness and the sprmg-tide of youth Ahmad son of may God lllumi' 

nate his grave 1 — passed from the transitory world into the everlasting region on the night of 
Sunday, 14th Rajab, 955 H (9th August, 1548 A D ) 

The other inscription is much obliterated, and only a few words here and there can be 
deciphered The name Ahmad in whose memory the mscriptional pillar was set up, and the date 
955 H are, however, clear The language of both these inscriptions is Persian, and the style 
of writing NasUi 

The administration of Dastiir Khan 1 is commemorated by two more inscriptions at Sagar, 
one of which is carved on the back of the tablet bearing the inscription of Muhammad Shah Baih- 
man! II noticed above (p 12) The style of this record is NaUa'liq of a crude type, and 

there is also a spelling mistake in line 4 where ^ v Jj has been spelt ^ysD) The text comprises 

four lines of Persian verse, composed in a poor style by the poet Malidi, whose name has been men- 
tioned aboi e in the chronogram of the mosque built by the wet nurse of Dastur Sian 2 I have 
read the inscription as follows — 


PLATE 

XIII ( b ) 


y f (j-il uJU- <a£Ui U iS.i-) 

uV JVln 

U i *{> ] 

j ft? f? j! <a£ i -> 

*>- a " e y 



(S) ^ 


u U)jO 1 nJtsr* jl oil (sic) ^4 3>l G 




TRANSLATION 

(1) (‘All) 3 the lang of the universe, we are the slaves of his door whoever is not (devoted 
to him) like us may the dust of this door be upon his head' 

1 

1 Supra p 19 1 ' 

"-Ibid 

3 Prophet Muhammad’s son m law 
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(2) That person is wise who like Slnhdi is from Jus heart (lie servant of the king (nn}) the 
slav c of his (shv e) Qiinbor 1 

(3) During Ihe just administration of '.Add Khun (I«mii*il), tlic BVirlr of the king of kings, 
Mnhcll built this abode umh r the protection of Dastur Kliiin 

(1) Bj (the grace) of God (Ins shrine has become the abode of love 0 God, maj it remain 
safe from the ev il ev c 1 

The other inscription of Dust fir Khun is carved on n tablet, measuring 1 ft ,3 in square, now 
fi\cd into t lie wall of n house, called t lie house of the Sijjadah Siihib, situated some lift} jard« 
from the Police Station of finger The house is a modi rn structure and the inscription, as the 
te\t shows, onginalh belonged to a mosque which was limit In a huh a hose nnnu is not clear 
on the (ablet The first part (lines 1-7) of the inscription contains the -shiite durnd, invoking 
blessing on the twelve Imams, while the 1 ist three lines r< eord the dct< of the building of a mosque 
during the administration of Dastur Khan Tlu attic of writing is \««/,/< of a crude tvpo,nndthe 
te\t is not clear on the tablet lnscveril places 

PLATE XIII (<) 

jjlx Jl* ^fJJl 

e/i ** kj ' 

iSJ c lh ; f *. iW *£ 

( ^J.C pLS , ** ^ jf-^c 

lr iJJ oljf-c Jcr'* 

|_GU| . ^y ^y w * U »I o / T lu 

»U f 'j' c pk £ ) 

# ^Ulh pile 


TRANSLATION 

Lines (1 7) finite ditritd 

Lines (8 10) This mosque was built b} Blbl the exalted gov ernor ( llabnj), the great 
Khun, Dastur IQian, mav God prolong his life ' On the 2nd of the month 
of SjJiu'biin The writer (is) the humble servant, the slave of 

slav cs 

In the vicinity of the shrine of Munawvvnr Budsliiih are four more inscriptions One of 
these is carved over the mthrfib of a mosque, situated to the West of the platform of the shrine 


' Qualm-, tho name of the frcodtnnn of ‘All 
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It consists of two lines of ■\\ntmg m Kaskh characters of a keatj tape 1 The te.\t reads os- 
follow s — 


, PLATE XIV (a) 

jxfl /R| 

l_y<V* iXif Q Ua- (flaw aU) ^ir y dlJ JJ li iJj| I'l A. 1 / '1 

TRANSLATION 
God is Great 1 

There is no god but God, Muhammad is the prophet of God, and ‘All is the friend of God 
(This is) true, true Written by Mahd! 

To the south of Munawwar Badahah’s tomb is a house associated with the name of Sajjndah 
Sahib - It has two m6cnptional tablets, one each fixed into its Northern and Western walls 
They originally belonged to some school, for the texts of both inscriptions contain the well- 
known saying of the Prophet Muhammad, “ I am the city of 1 n owl edge and ‘All is its gale ” The 
text of one of these inscriptions is m Arabic, consisting of two lines w ntten in A as(Ji characters 3 

PLATE XIV (b) 

jA-w j ii) j <ulc aJJI aDJ (1) 

O 4j!j , J.W1 bj (2) 
TRANSLATION 

The Prophet of God (may God bless him and his descendants and absohe them *) has said, 

‘ I am the city of Lnoioledge and All is its gate ’ 

The other inscription is in Persian verse containing three couplets They are inscribed m 
Nasla‘llq characters of a very bad type 4 The couplets read as follows — 


PLATE XIV (c) 


jxu ^ j 1 C— 1 f^i 1 ^ df jil sS 

lrJ J 

x 5 

> 

1_>) ^Sjt (I) 

$ ))ji ■£)) 


-Tv J 

&( j.) (2) 


h* 


^ic yj* *S (3) 


1 Tlio inscnptional tablot measures 5 ft by 2 ft 

l Thi8 lioubo is different from tho ono allndod to on p 22 which is also associated with tho nnmo of tbo 
Sajjadah Sifub 

3 llio tnblot on which this inscription is carved measures 4 ft by 1 ft 2 in 

- 4 1 he tablot of this inscription measures 2 ft 3 in. by JL ft 3 in 

6 Tho correct way of writing this word is 
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TRANSLATION * 

(1) Muhammad of Arabia, the glory of both the worlds whosoever does not regard himself 
as the dust of his door may dust be upon his head 1 

(2) I have heard that he uttered like Masih (Jesus Christ) these words from his ruby- like 
soul nourishing lips , 

(3) “ I am the city of knowledge and ‘All is the gate for me ” How happy is this saying 
and how I wish to be a dog at that gate 

On the platform of Munawwar Badshah’s tomb is placed a slab, measuring 4 ft 8 in by 1 ft. 
9 in , on which some Persian couplets, the names of Shiite Imams and benedictory verses are 
inscribed As at a subsequent date holes have been cut m the lower half of this slab the inscrip- 
tion is greatly damaged The script and the style of Persian couplets are similar to those shown 
m the inscriptions of Mahdl 1 and this record seems to be of the same period, i e , of the middle of 
the 10th century Hijra I have deciphered the text as follows — 

PLATE XV (a) 

(,<") , . 





) ft) 




c* 



(I) 




b - 


Urn jlj 

yi U 

JUc| 


tS 

(2) 






Ut-rUs) i 




|o> 

(3) 

© 

• 

• 

e 

• • 

• • 

9 

• « 


• 

(4) 


(s) , 


• 

• • 

• » * i 

. 



(5) 

© 

• • 

« 

9 

• • 


• 

\ 

• 


• 

(6) 


i j 

TRANSLATION 

(1) A night thou shalt have to pass m a solitary corner I have built (this mosque) for the 
glory of the Enend 

(2) 0 God, which thing from our doings in this world is acceptable to Him 

(3 )The Unknown voice said, “ Except charity and devotion nothing is acceptable at the 
Court of the Enend ” 

( 4 ) 

(5) I built this mosque . so that people may See the divine vision. 

(6) date • . . . 

' Prose 

Names of the Shute Imams and benedictory verses 
* Supra pp 19 and 2L , 
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In the vicinity of Sufi Sarmast’s shrine is a platform with two graves On the sarcophagn 
of these graves are inscribed the names of the persons whose remains lie there The epitaph on 
grave is 


PLATE XV (b) 

TRANSLATION 

In the name of Muhammad Sharzah Khan 
The other grave has this inscription — 


PLATE XV (c) 

*!/“* (?) 1 fj J 

TRANSLATION 

In the name of Fatimah, wife ( 5 ) of Sharzah Khan. 


AN INSCRIPTION FROM DORNTTAT.LI, SKA H PljR TALUQA, GULBARGA DISTRICT. 

By G Yazdani 

The village of Dornhalli is situated on Yadgir-Shahpur road, the distance from the former 
being some eighteen miles and from the latter only four The village has a fine mosque with a 
well m front of its court 5 On either side of the entrance of the well, whence steps descend to the 
water level, two mscnptional tablets are fixed, the texts of which are identical with one another. 
Each of these tablets measures 1 ft 10 m by 1 ft 8 m and has eight lines of Persian writing re- 
cording the gift of two chawar of land by the reigning monarch (‘All ‘Adil Shah I) to Bdal Dila- 
war Khan, who was apparently the builder or the trustee of the mosque, for the land referred to in 
the inscription is still shown rent-free for the maintenance of the mosque m the village records 
The style of writing of both these records is Naskh, and I have deciphered the text as follows — 


PT ATE XVI (a) 


iOj*> 


(1) 


f W| 

^LA yytd Jib fc] 

(2) 


^ w 

j\ jjU yd 

(3) 


i£j,i 

vW ; (ids’ 1 '*' 

(4) 


,0 yyU lib tlx* 

(5) 


* In Arabio the word means wheat Its significance as ‘ wife ’ or ‘ daughter ’ is very unusual 

s For a description of the mosque see Annual Report, Archeological Department, Hyderabad Deccan, for 
1341 F (1931 32 A D ). p 2. 
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oUfi.| ^ i>S)b uj] toy ftJj* ^1*1 (6) 

} 

)ji AjU-l ^.J-C j lii/jijtsaJ )j u il li jk ( 7 ) 

O oil |tii- (_jJA ^ |iiA } 1*^- u-^*J (8) 
TRANSLATION 

HaMng sliown royal grace and Singly patronage (IIis Majestj) granted two cliUrcar<: of land 
to Khan i AVam Bill'd Diliiwnr Klmn from tho year 978 II (1570 71 AD ) onwards Of these 
two cliuwctis one is icg (sandy laud) and the other chihcoT is black Boil m the enuronments of 
Dornlmlll This grant w ill be continued m the names of the descendants and progenj of (the 
aforesaid Khun 1 A Vain), and whoea cr transgresses or aggrandizes, maj the curse of God and of 
His prophet and of His (entire) creation be upon bun 1 

SEVEN NEW INSCRIPTIONS PROM B1DAR, HYDER VBAD STATE 

By G Ya7d\m 

In the E I M for 1927 28 I published a comprchensia o atudv of the inscriptions of Bidar , 
but during the last six jears the monuments of Bidar base been examined with closer attention 
in connection with my forthcoming \olume on the architecture of this historic town, and I hnac 
found sc\cn new inscriptions hitherto conceded either under prickly shrubs or under modern 
additions to old buildings The most important among these from an artistic point of aiew is an 
inscription caned on a tablet found under debris inside the Bular Port 1 The tablet measures 
2 ft 3 in ba 1 ft 3 in , and has only tw o w ords can cd on it, v Inch are tastefully interlaced in the 
docoritiac pattern in relief forming tho background of the inscription (Plate XYT6) The design 
of the pattern m tho bad ground, and the stylo of writing nrc identical with those shown in the 
inscription of Ilazrat IChnldu’llah’s shrine which was written ba the calligraplnst Mugbith of 
Shiraz : The present inscription does not heir any date nor the name of the calligraplnst who 
designed it, but it miy be attributed to Mnghitii for the identity m the stiles of the two msenp 
tions is so clear The tw o words forming tho tc\t sre — ^Le p — meaning the bastion dedicated 

to ‘All, the son in law of the Prophet Muhammad ‘All on account of his a nlour, which secured 
him tho title of all A»! — the tiger of God — is often inaohed for help and snfeta among Moslems 

in all matters that appertain to war and its apparatus The inscription seems to line c been can cd 
either near the end of Ahmad Shall Wall s reign or in the beginning of ‘Aliiu’d Din Ahmad’s rule, 
for during that period the construction of the Port of Bidnr was completed, and about that time 
also occuncd the death of the saint JQmliluTlah, the inscription of whose shrine has such a striking 
resemblance to the present epigraph 

The next inscription lias been found m the Sola Rhumb Mosque of the Bidar Fort w hen clearing 
tho remains of a cistern which appeared to be a later addition to the mosque, and w ns also an cj e 
sore, being built along the Western w all, tow ards which ‘the faithful ’ bend their heads in pray er 
It is interesting to note that the inscription was concealed by tins unsightly structure at quite an 
early date, and at the time of Auraugzeb’s conquest of Bidar nobody knew definitely the name of 
theJjuildor of the mosque, which is clearly mentioned in the inscription Muhammad S'dili refers 

1 Tor a description of the Tort sco tlio Ankua l Jtcporl, Arcbx'ological Department, Hyderabad State, for 
J838r,pp 6 11 - 

s ft tie Plato 1 III of V I M for 1927 28 " 



SEVEN NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM' BIDAR, HYDERABAD STATE 


<27 


to it as having been built two hundred years before Aurangzeb’s conquest of Bidar 1 , and Khafi 
Khan states that the mosque was erected by Khan Jahan 2 which has been the title of so many 
ministers m the Deccan The discovery of the inscription is therefore important as firing with 
precision the date of the building, which on account of its plain and somewhat heavy style re- 
presents a definite stage m the development of the Deccan architecture under the Baihmani 
kings 3 

The inscriptions! slab measures 4 ft 6 m by 2 ft , and has four panels m each Of which a Persian 
hemistich is carved The style of writing is Naslh of a very bold type resembling the script of the 
Tpgliluq inscriptions of the Deccan The date of the erection of the mosque as given in the inscrip 
tion is 827 H , which falls within the J reign of Ahmad Shah Wall (825 839 H ) According to 
Finshta, the date of the transfer of the Baihmani capital from Gulbarga to Bidar may be placed 
about 830 H , but from the inscription it is clear that the mosque was built earlier than that (in 
827 H ) by Prince Muhammad, the second son of Ahmad Shah, whose name as the builder of the 
mosque is mentioned in the inscription 4 I have deciphered the text as follows — 

PLATE XVII 

( 1 ) 

X J> I 

\ ^ oA }j ^ i j jO (2) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) During the time of the vicegerent of God , Prince Muhammad, who las no equal , 

(2) In 827 H (1423-24 A D ) Qubli Sultam was the auspicious founder of this mosque 

While sun eying some religious buildings dedicated to the well known Moslem saint, Shaikh. 

‘Abdu’l Qadir Jilani, popularly called, Mahbub l Subham, the chosen one of the Holy God , I have 
found two inscriptions on a building called the Ohhotl Ehanqah of Mahbub Subham 5 This 
building is situated m a lane connected at one end with the Shahganj Darwazah road, and at the 
other u ith the road which goes from the Madrasah to the Dulhan Darwazah 

The tablet of one of these inscriptions is fixed over the doorway of the Jlhanqah, and mea- 
sures 2 ft 8 m by 2 ft The inscription consists of two Persian couplets and the chronogram, 
which is also in verse The couplets are written in Naslh, characters while the chronogram is in 
Nasta'liq I have deciphered the text as follows — 

PLATE XVIII ( a ) 

J15 

«Jb dAb yxc if j.h jj yjf Jo Jo a*. Au l* b 

1 Elliot and Daw son’s Hi story of India, Vol VII, p 123 

2 Muntalhnbu'l Li bab, Text (Bibl Ind ),‘VoI II, p 45 

3 For the description of the budding see Antiquities of Bidar, by Yazdam (Calcutta, 1917), pp 16 — 18 and 
Bidar and Aurangabad by Burgess, A 8 W R , Vol III, p 45 

4 The coins of Ahmad-Sliah Wah Badmianf bearing the date 827 H. and mint name eld which have ro 

cently been found, wlibn studied along w ith this inscription, will show that Bidar received tho name Muham- 
madabad after the name of the second son of the king, who was tho governor of Bidar and who took keen inter- 
est in. its expansion, a 8 sho\ n by lus constructing this grand mosque Tho transfer of the -capital from G id hurra 
to Bidat might also have boen mndo in compliance with tho wishes of Prmco Muhammad w hom Ahmad Wall 
held very dear - 

* Ghhotj Khanqah means tho email monastery, 
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&i j) 

U«tjj 

y y / / 

V* J* J> ^ 






to 







TRANSLATION 




The great saint (lit tho great refuge) has said, 


Couplets 

(1) “ In our company thou shouldst not be double or triple minded but be single-minded, 
and free thy heart from that which is not-God , 

(2) Como ono morning in a sincoro mood to my door, and if thy crating be not fulfilled, 
then thou shouldst complain ” 

Chronogram 

If thou wantst the date of this sacred threshold, (know it from tho phrase) “ Buxll ly Firoz 
%han” 

The numerical value ot this phrase according to the Abjad sjstcm gnes the date 1051 H 
(1044-45 AD) 

The other inscription is carved on a mosque attached to this monastery 1 It records the 
name of the builder of the mosque and tho date of its construction The style of writing is Nasfcb 
and the language Persian. The text rnaj be read ns follow s — 

pr ATE XVIII ( b ) 

«X»3T / * 

•>* ^ 

I fj il X 

j'j* 




HjH J> ^ 

TRANSLATION 
Muhammad * 

The builder of this mosque is Ahmad Khan Hheshgl in tho year 1069 H (1658-59 A D ) from 
the * flight * of the Prophet. 

About half a mde to tho south-west of Hazrat Kunj Nis&In’s ehnne is situated a mosque 
surrounded by trees. It comprises a prayer-hall with three arched openings and a paved court 

1 Tho tahlot on which this inscription is carrod measures approximately 2 It, 0 in. by 1 ft 3 m. 
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in front of the latter The inscriptions! tablet is fixed over the central opening 1 * The inscrip- 
tion consists of three Persian couplets which give the name of the builder of the mosque and the 
date of its construction The script is NasUi. I have deciphered the text a3 follows — 

pT ATE xrx (a) 

l) fkUu yji! &*> jl to (l) 

iAilf j»li if ^I^A (2) 

JjjC 4 . . . . flp d|dfi) u J l-Jja. ) (3) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) This abode of Holy God has been built by Fath Shah it is a beautiful mosque for man- 
kind 

(2) Read Ruknu’d Din as the name of {Fath Shah’s) father and ‘Ayisha Sultan the name of 
Ins mother 

(3) Calculate the numerical value of the letters ghaxn and fa and (thus) ascertain the date 

. of knowledge 

The numerical value of the letters gham and fa gives the year 1080 H (1669 A D ) 

Another inscription has been found on the wall of a well, which is situated to the West of 
the Kali Mnspd 1 and is away from the cart-track which goes towards the villago of Okhidrl 
The inscription gives the name of the builder of the well and also the date of its digging The 
style of writing is Naskh and language Persian I have deciphered the text as follows — 

PLATE XIX (6) 

*>‘(W ,}LU ^|l) 

» V 

tji Ills Uk \j A y lier* 

yi- otiJ 0 jI |.0 © I .At 6 *1 “ fl^l (J** 

TRANSLATION 

By the grace of God this well was dug and called Husain Ba’in m memory of His Hohness 
Husain the Martyr, 3 * * by the humblest creature of God, Muhammad Momin Tabataba, on the first 
of the sacred month of Muharram in the year 1084 H (1673 AD) 

Hemisltch 

“ Drink a mouth full of water m memory of Husain ” 

Another inscription has been found in a monastery associated with the name of the saint 
SJiah Wallu’llah al Husain!, whose tomb is situated to the West of Khan J ahan Band’s tomb on 

1 'JCho inscnptional tablet incaBurcs 1 ft 5 iu by 11 in 

1 For a description of this building soo tho Annual Report, Archeological Department, Hyderabad, for the 

year 1340 F., p 2 

* Husain was tho grandson of tho Frophot Mu\iammad. Ho was martyrisod in the battlo of Karbala in 

Iraq. 
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to 

tlio Northern side 6f the Bidnr Udgir fortd Tho monastery is situated m the intenbr of the 
Bidnr town nnd is visited by feu persons The inscription Consists of three Persian couplets 
uhich contain the names of the builder nnd the restorer of the monastery 1 The sty le of writing 
is Nastd'liq of n beautiful ty pc, nnd I lmvo deciphered tho tc\t ns follows — 

PLATE XX (a) 

itnjffl. ^1 jl I — ■^ r ' > jO *>J j\ 

»l£ dUI ^ ] j +1 *D| 

iJ| u°i* fi'* 1 b L j' f* w "** _>P u^/ 3 

TRANSLATION 

(1) By the grace of God this monaster) was origmnllv built bv YnduTlih, the King of Bsitb, 

(2) Afterwards Minnlliih Sjiiih, the son of Wnlin’llfth Slu'ih, renovated this building 

(3) When I inquired of "Wisdom the chronogram, it said, “ May the abode of dn me bliss 
i ctnain for cicr ” 

The numerical value of this phrase according to the Abjad system gives the date 1108 II, 
(16% AD) 

Another inscription of the late "tfugljnl period has been found on n small insignificant arch 
which is not connected with any building and stands ncattheDawa Khaim of Bidnr Prom the 
te\t of trie inscription it appears that, originally the inscription belonged to the house of Ssyyfd 
JIurtuza a descendant of the famous saint Mahbdum i .Tahiinl) iin JnhTn Gn'-Jjt 5 The inscrip 
tion consists of two lines of Persian v cree and the date, which is giv on m the third line 3 The 
style of writing is Aajtd'hj 1 have deciphered the inscription ns follows — 

PLATE XX (b) 

dj** uM K '/■* **** <S- ] (!) 

^Uj 1 ,*/ (2) 

O ^ up** II f A 

TRANSLATION 

Perse 

(1) The builder of this lofty gate is S&yyid Mnrtuza, the eon of Savyid Minin 

(2) His genealogy is connected with Ma\h'diitn i-Jahaniyun whoso title is Jalian Gasbt 

, Prose 

Th The year 1118 H "from The "* Bight ’ of The Prophet (170G AD) was completed 

1 Tho tablot on winch tho inscription is caned has six panels each containing on hemistich 

• Tor tho history of tins saint sco Encyclopedia oj ItlSm , Vol I, p 1003 

* Tho tablot on which tho inscription is can oil mcasuros 1 It 5 in bj 10 in, 



SEVEN NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM BIDAR, HYDERABAD STATE 


31 


The last epigraph of this set lias been found op a comparatively modern mosque, situated in 
the fUthmiiu Ganj at Bidar The stylo of writing is Nas(d‘liq pf a poor type, and the language 
is Persian The mscnptional tablet measures 2 ft by 6 in The text may bo read as follows — j 


PLATE XX (c) 


t py* ! 

>UJ| ( ■ 

♦tv* ) £*(3 

Os Q *• af l ajbt Os."" * ( 

^Uj ^ijU joU (!) 


i 







a*"*'* ^joJI ^ 

( 2 -3) 


- V 


1 ftjt* olcicl 

JL, 


I I'M 





TFANST ation 

Line 1 — The chronogram of the foundation of this mosque was suggested by tho 
‘ lm lsible speaker ’ — “ Hasten, the prayer has'bcgun ” 1220 H (1805 AD). 

Lines 2 — 3 The chronogram of the completion of the mosque— 

V 

Perse 

“ When Najmu’d Din Hasan built this lofty mosque (and) sacred house , 

The ‘ invisible speaker * through his solicitude stated the chronogram of its completion—* 
" The second Sacred House (Ku l ba)’’ 1221 H (180G A D ) 

TWO INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE WARANGAL FORT 
B\ G Yazd\m , 

Last year the Revenue Commissioner of Warangal drew my attention to an inscription an 
the Warangal Fort which bad caused some confusion as to the exact date of tho demise of Sultan 
Qull, the founder of the Qutb Shah! d) nasty, and the place where his last remains were interred 
According to the Tarilh i -Qu]b *S£ia‘//T, Sultun Qull was murdered at the instance of lus son 
.Tam shid on Sundaj, Juiniida II, 950 H. (2nd September, 1513 A D ) Tho inscription of the 
Warangal Fort gi\ cs Wednesday noon m the year 972 H ns the date of Sultan ‘Qull’s death ; 
but ns the name of this Sultan Qull’s father is Mirza ‘All Khfiwnr, hile tho name of Sultan Qull, 
the king’s father, was Uwais Qull 5 , there remains no doubt that Sultan Qull who is buried in the 
Warangal Fort is a different person, and must not be confused with tho Qutb Shah! king of this 
name 

The present inscription is carved on a polished black stone sarcophagus on which somo 
Qur'amc \erscs arc also engraved 3 I hn\c deciphered the text as follows — 

PLATE XXI (a) 

®J| v-jBj o 1 ^ Lines (1-3) 

Ivl* J[r ji* J;t ^ Line (4) 

1 A^afijo Library Ms No 401, p 100, also sco Briggs, Yol HI, p 377. 

1 Briggs, HT, p 330 

3 Tlio inscription on tho sarcophagus measures 3 ft. 2 in by 1 ft, 4 in, 
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TRANSLATION 

Throno verso Qur'an, II, 20G Tlio dcmiso of Sultan Qull son of Mirra ‘All GJiiwar whom 
God lias taken into IIis mercy and pardoned Ins sin, occurred on the first of SJinwwitl, Wednesday 
noon, m tho year 972 H Died during the j car 9G5 II 

The discrepancy between the two dates is apparently duo to tho fact that tho inscription 
was carved at a period when pcoplo had lost record of tho cvact date of the dcmiso of Sultun Qull, 
and tho two dates known to people by memory were entered m this inscription 

Tho other inscription at the Wnrangal Fort is caned on the doom a) of a building, mtuated 
near Slntub Ebuu’s Hall 1 It consists of three lines, the first two containing tho and tho 

Qur'an, chap C XII, and tho third the name of tho builder and the date The st) lc of writ* 
mg of the first two lines is Na$ih while of tho third is Nasta'liq I ha\c deciphered the inscrip- 
tion ns follows — 


PLATE XXI ( l ) 
l>^l {_/ 

O D Ah d * I) <JJ) tJ*- ) y)j 

iliob »l£ j«ic jd Uj j (<j) jOj ^.ILJ) isle ^Le *»b ub 

O I T 1 V **•» \jf ** ji* j 

TRANSLATION 

In tho name of God tho most Merciful and compassionate (Qur'an, chapter CXII) 
The gate of this repository of the impression of ‘Alfa hand 2 (upon ‘All be peace ') was 
founded and built by Ghulfim Husain during the reign of Shah ‘Alam II and the Deccan got ernor- 
8lnp of Mir Nirum ‘All Klmn in 1217 n (1802 A D ) 

1 For n description of Shitiib Khiiu’s hall fee lnnuiif Itrpnri of the Archaeological Department, Hyderabad, 
for 1335 T,p 11 

1 Tho impressions of ‘Alfa hand nro held in great esteem in countries where tho Shutc faith is found Such 
impressions appear mirnculouBlr to tho ' beliot era ' when performing religious ntes 
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Yusuf ‘Add Shah 6 


WGIPC— Si— III 10*10-20 4 35-270. 
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(a) Inscnption on the Second Gateway, Shahpur Fort 



Scale a 


(' b ) Inscription on the Gogi Gate, Shahpur 
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Inscription on the First Gateway, Shahpur Fort 


Plate 
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(a) Inscription on a bastion facing Mandahgarhi Fort 



Scale 2 


(b) Inscription originally found at Shahpur and now m 
the Inscriptions Gallery of the Hyderabad Museum 
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(a) Inscription on the gate of the Khass Bagh, Gogi 



Scale 2 


(b) Inscription on an ‘Ashur Khana, Sagar 
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{a) Inscription of Muhammad Shah Baihmam II, Sagar 


JrLATE Vli 




Plate VIII 


(a) Firoz Shah’s inscription on the Shah Darwaza, Sagar 
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( b ) Inscription on the platform of Munawwar Badshah’s Dargah, Sagar 
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(a) Inscription of Ahmad Shah al-Baihmam at Rau/a near Sagar 


Plate IX 






Plate X 


Inscription on the wall of a well m the shrine of Sufi 
Sarmast Sahib, Sagar 




Scale 1 66 




(a) Inscription m the shnne of Munawwar Badshah, 

Sagar 


Plate XI 
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(b) Another inscription on the same tomb 


Plate XII 






Plate XIII 


(a) Inscription of Muhammad Shah Baihmam carved on a tablet 
lying near the Shrme of Munawwar Badshah, Sagar 
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(i) Inscription of Dastur Khan on the same tablet 



Scale 1 66 

(c) Inscription of Dastur Khan on the wall of Sajjada Sahib’s house, Sagar 



Scale 25 




Plate XIV 


(a) Inscnptxon on a mosque near Munawwar Badshah’s Dargah, Sagar 
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[b) Inscription on Sapada Sahib’s house, Sagar 



Scale 125 


(c) Inscription on Sajjada Sahib’s house, Sagar 



Scale 2 




Plate XV 





PlATE XVI 


(a) Inscription on the wall of a well at Dornhalli near Shahpur 



Scale 25 


( b ) Inscription on a bastion, Bidar Fort 



Scale 166 




Inscription on the Sola Khamb Mosque, Bidar Fort 


Platf XVII 
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(rt) Inscription on the Khanqah of Mahbub Subhani, Bidar 


Plate XVIII 
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Plate XIX 


(a) Inscription on a mosque to the South-West of I I a/rat Kunj Nishm's Shrine, Bidar 



N lit 2S 


(//) Inscnption 0,1 a well to the West of Kali Masjid, Bidar 



Scilc 25 




(a) Inscription on the Shrine of Shah Waliullah al-Husami 


Plate X 







(a) Inscription on a tomb in the Waiangal hoit 



(b) Inscription on a mosque m the Waiangal Fort 
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SOME UNPUBLISHED INSCRIPTIONS OF BENGAL 

By Maulawi Swamsuddin Ahmad, M A , Indian Museum, Calcutta 

The inscriptions that are being edited here, for the first time, form part of the Muslim gallery 
of the Archaeological Section of the Indian Museum and were collected at various places in Bengal 
by different persons They, however, pertain exclusively to the period of the Independent Sul- 
tans of Bengal and will, it is hoped, be found interesting by students of this period of history and 
of Mushm calligraphy, which reached a very high standard in the beginning of the 16th century 
A D The earliest of these inscriptions belongs to the reign of Mahmud Shah II of Bengal and 
is historically important inasmuch as it furmshes us with material for determining the period of 
his rule 

The inscription, consisting of four close written bnes, is carved in relief on a coarse basalt 
slab, and measures approximately 2 ft 4 inches by 1 ft 2 inches The stone is m a bad state of 
preservation, some of the letters having flaked off The inscription records the erection of a 
mosque by Daulat Khan, son of Husain Khan, during the rule of Mahmud ghah and is dated 
895 H (1489 AD) 

The history of Bengal of this period is shrouded in mystery and the accounts of chroniclers 
are contradictory Ghulam Husain concurs with Finshta in stating that Mahmud Shah was 
the son and successor of Flroz Shah 1 At the same time they quote the authority of Hap 
Muhammad Qandharl that Mahmud Shah was the son of Fath Shah and that the former was 
brought up by one Habash Khan, a slave, under the direction of Flroz ghah 2 Modern 
historians 3 , after sifting the evidence, have arrived at the conclusion that Mahmud Shah must have 
been a son of Fath ghah and not of Flroz Shah, and that Mahmud, in his early days, was brought 
up by a slave, and not in the royal house of Flroz Shah 

According to Firishta and Ghulam Husain, Mahmud Shah’s reign was limited to one year 
only 4 The extant numismatic and epigraphical evidence is inadequate to settle the chronology 
of this Sultan Of the three inscriptions, belonging to the reign of Mahmud gljah, only one from 
Ohunakhali, Murshidabad, gives a clear date, viz, that for the erection of a mosque on the 2nd 
Muharram, 896 (15th November, 1490) 6 The date portion in the other two inscriptions is hope- 
lessly obscure 

The few coins of this Sultan, represented m the cabinets of the British Museum and the 
Indian Museum, do not apparently bear any date 6 The latest date for Mahmud’s predecessor, 
Flroz ghah, as found on coins, is 893, 7 although the historians state that he ruled up to 895 The 
earliest date that appears on the coins and in the inscriptions of Muzaffar ghah, lus successor, 
is 896 8 It may now be safely said that Mahmud ghah’s reign m Bengal partially covered the 
years 895 and 896, although it is still uncertain whether he began to rule before 895 

The titles of the Sultan mentioned m this inscription correspond to those given in his other 
inscriptions and coins 

1 Riazus Salulin, English Translation, p 126 , TariVi i Finshta, Part II, p 300 (Nawal Kishoro ed.) 

5 Riaz, Eng Tr , p 126 , TTlrilh i Finshta, Part II, p 301 
3 Viz H Blochmann, R D Bancrjee, etc 
* Riaz, Eng Tr , p 126 , Finshta, p 301 

SEIM for 1909 10, No 418, p 68 1 , I 

C B M O , Nos 103 4, p 42,7 M O, No 162, p 171 
U M C, No 161, p 171 , B M O, Nos 99 100, p 41 
*1 M C, No 163, p 171, B M O, No 105, p 43 ,E I M for 1929 30, p 12 
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EPIGRAPIIIA INDO MOfaLEMICA 


Daulat Ebfin might have been a noble of the Court, but contemporary history does not make 
any mention of him 

The stylo of script is plain Na*lh and the language is Arabic The first three lines represent 
the illustrious \crso of the Qur'an known ns the ‘ ’ilirone \crso ’ (Ayatu’l hum), and the last lino 
contains the name of the builder followed by the date 

The inscription tablet was first acquired by the Asiatic Society of Btngal and subsequently 
transferred to the Indian Museum m 1873 No further detail of the plnce of finding or acquisi- 
tion can be traced from the records 

The inscription may be read ns follows — 


Pinto I (n) 

Jl-u 1| Ja. or, J| h\i . . (Lmo 4) 

Aill'd/, y sjCL® deU | til-v t lc iL-oLi iLm. Ovs ^ fjooJl ^cki ^ILL/Al 

y a a. 4* 

TRANSLATION 

(Line i) This congregational mo* quo was limit In Daulat Kbiiti, son of llumn JHi'm, in the 
reign of the Sultan, «on of fault In Nfmru’d Duma wad Dm, Vbu’l Mujlhid Mahmud ijb’di, 
the victorious kmg , mna God perpetuate his Iinguom and *-overiignt\, in they ear eight hundred 
and ninety fnc 893 II (1 189 \ T) ) 

The nc\t inscription in chronological order belong-' to the period of ‘Aliiu’d Din Husain 
ghah, and bears the date 909 H (130 ( \ D ) 

The epigraph, consisting of three lines, is caned in rein f on a black stone tablet, and 
measures 3' 1' x 1' I}' A single ro«ctte of delicate design is incited above the third line to 
the left half of the slab, being part of the dicorntui scheme of the beiutiful ]\a*fh writing of 
this period, which represents the high water mark of Indo Muslim calligraphy The language 
is Arabic 

The preamble of the inscription contains n quotation from the lladiHi, followed by the main 
tc\t which gives the donor's name and the purport of the inscription, concluding with the date 
The epigraph is, how c\cr, not elaborated bv a scries of titles which are generally met with in 
similar mural and medallic records of this faultm It commemorates the construction of a 
mosque by ‘Aliiu’d Din Husain tjhilh of Bengal in 909 II (1300 AD) 

The inscription reads thus — 

Plato I (b) 

tjj.i ii dU) ^-udJUl *U g/* f 1 '"; i, I lr e_s^* J^ 5 (0 

ski yj* > jj) UltdljUx JoIjJ) jJUJ | Jkd *1) cV” <J| |OA (2) ikv* 

^ d)!UU j ajCL* <sJJ) ijJ^ L ^ykt v 1) (3) 
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jl\kANSLATION 

The prophet, "blessings and peace of God be upon him, has said, “ He who builds for God a 
mosque, seeking thereby His pleasure, will have a similar house built by Him m paradise This 
mosque was built by the erudite and just Sultan ‘Alau’d Dunya, wad Din Abu’l Muzaffar 
Husain Shah, the Sultan son of Say} id Asjiraf ul Husami , may God perpetuate his kingdom and 
majesty m the year nine hundred and nine (909 H ) 

The next group of inscriptions, three m number, are incised in rehef on tablets of black 
basalt measuring 1' llJ"xllF , 2' X 1' and V 7" x 1' 61", respectively All three inscriptions 
were carved in the reign of ‘Alau’d Din Husain ghah of Bengal The first two consist of two 
lines each while the third has three lines, the top line being broken off 

All of these are written m elegant Tughra style, the ‘ shafts’ of the letters *— sJ), ^>, >— = 
and IE being elongated considerably, and the writing is so arranged as to form an artistic 
whole — a style which was in x ogue in that period The language is Arabic 

The first two epigraphs were acquired by the Asiatic Society of Bengal and later on trans- 
ferred to the Archieological Section of the Indian Museum The third was found lying in the 
courtyard of the tomb of Maulana Hamid Danishmand whose mausoleum still exists in the village 
of Mangalkot, SubdiMsion Katun (District Burdwan) , but the tablet was actually brought from 
a place called Nutanhat at a distance from the aforesaid village 

The inscriptions record the excavation of tanks by ‘Alau’d Din Husain ghah in the year 
916 H (1510 A D ) 

There are three tanks, two inside the village and one outside, at a distance of about half a 
mile It is fairly conceivable that the last named inscription refers to the tank near 
Nutanhat where it was originally found 

The first portion of the records contains a well known verse of the Qur'an 1 , frequently 
quoted in inaugurating such charitable acts ! I give below my reading of the inscriptions, the 
texts of all three arc the same 


Plate II (a) 

pjC®J| 1) £jIp 1) iaa j* ,r jh*. | jjo ^JLj <sJJ) ,JLj (1) 

ijjlkLu y iCL« diJ j oJjx slA y) ^idJl y (jjjJ) yis. (2) 




TRANSLATION 

The most High God has said, “ He who brings any good shall have tenfold like it ” This 
tank was excavated by the exalted and hberal Sultan, ‘Alau’d Dunya wad-Din Abu‘J Muzaffar 
Husam ghah the Sultan, may God perpetuate his kingdom and sovereignty, in the year nine 
hundred and sixteen (916 H) 

1 Qur'an, Chapter 0, verso 161 
* Vide J A ,S B , Vol XLHI, Part I, 1874, p 308, 
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epigraph™ indo moslemioa 


Tlio sixth inscription m chronological order belongs also to the reign of ‘Mull’d Dm Husain 
gljilli, and is interesting because the honorific epit lit ti mentioned in it correspond with tlioso 
found on the coins of this Suljnn It consists of oni line only and is mined in rebel on n blaeh 
slab of basalt 1G" long and about 8* broad 

The style of writing is '{ urjhrii and represents the rhnrneteruitir form that may be dc«cnbed 
in the words of Mr G Yardsm 1 * 3 ns “ tlie decorative styh of arranging tlie < tin rd letters nrross 
the nrrow headed ones, the motif being bow and arrow ” But the execution of the inscription ns 
a whole lacks heatit y , ns the text m ntlier lengthy and unrvenly di'tnbuted over tin 
inadequate space allotted in tlm tablet The Innguaiif is Vrabic 

The tablet was dncocercd in the remnins of an ancient fort at Kilntaduar, Police Station 
Pirgitnj, District Rnngpiir, and prcontid to the Indian Mti"outn by Rat Bahadur Mnty unjoy 
Eov Chowdltury, 7'unind ir of Sidynpu-ld nrint of the same Di-tm t, in 1029 

This fort of Kiintiidinr, now in ruins, is situated about twenty rnilrs to the south vest of 
Rangpiir town and surrounded b\ t lire c moats Mr It I) Iiatu rjee writes in Ins report, 4 
‘ Vt a distance of nearly oin mih from the dried tip mo it« tin rc is a large mound on 

which stands a little dargu or 'Idg'ih, built during tlie rt ign of .Sultan ‘Alau’d Dm 11 u«- un g]iah 

of Bengal (1 193 — 1318 A D) The mound apjenrs to contain the rum* of an nnnrnt temple 
destroyed by tlie Mu* ilmans and converted into a mo que and a dargu The rno°que Ins 
collapsed long ago and nothin'’ enn be •- in of it at the pre^ntdna The darg*>, ho.vrver, still 
stands roofless At one time, tins dargl possessed an inaenptioti engraved on two 

different slabs of stone which win placed sub by side over the prmeipil entrance of 

the structure ” Air Ilanerju further write >, * The n rim of * Mail’d Din llu-ain ijjnh can b« 

read clearly from an impre sum of tin imcriptum siipplud to me bv tin Itni Bahadur ” Both the 
inscriptions lmd been mining for «ome time, but one of tlm two wan recovered about the year 
1927 from a cultivator who found the stone pirtlv burn d under a bnninn tn e on the bard of n 
streamlet I belieac tin*- to be the nidi ntic d run nng m*' nption, from tlm impression of which 
the name of ‘Alau’d Din Husam 5Ii.'di v as re id bv K D Banerjee and winch was presented, 
after its recoverv, to the Iiidnii Museum !<\ the Kai Bahadur Tlie other inscription which is 
still missing probably belonged to (In DirgHi 

It is recorded in n small Persian rismm 5 called Ihv'ilalwjt Syuhadit, a manuscript pro 
bably still in possession of tlie mutniraUi of the Dnrgali, tbit RuVnu’d Din Blrbak Jjhrdi, Suit "in 
of Bengal, bad an Arab general named I*-mVM Gh"iri lie had subdued the refractory Rfqa 
Gajapati of Ons=a and forced Ivamcsvar, the king of Ktimrup, to submit to the allegiance of his 
master BandasI Rfu, the Hindu Governor of Gliorsglmt, was envious of Ismil‘11 * fame and 
falsely charged lum with treason, on account of which lie was put to death m 878 II (1473 
A D ), his head being interred at Ism'i'Upur or Bnjoi Dargah in Rangpur Distnct, and his 
body at Mandarnn now m Jahiiniiblid, west of Ilooghly 

In view of the above I believe that Kantadulir was n strong militarv post during the period 
of the independent Sultans of Bengal, and that the snnetuary was synchronous with the 
mosque which was erected during the rule of Sultan ‘Alau’d Din Husain gljab, about a quarter 
of a century after the QHazI was actually entombed near that place 

1 E I M , 1915 16, p 10 

1 A S 1 An, 1024 25, p 89 

3 Tlio text and translation of the rtenmd arc givon in J A S B , Vol. XT TIT, pt I, pp 21G 230, 



Plate II 


(a) Inscription of Sultan ‘Alau’d Dm Husain Shah of Bengal m the Indian 

Museum, Calcutta 



Sl lit 


(6) Anothci insciiption of the same King m the Indian Museum, Calcutta 



Scale 33 
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SOME UNPUBLISHED INSCRIPTIONS OF BENGAL 5 

The special feature of this epigraph is that it is not preceded by any quotation of the Qur'an 
■or Hadlth which is generally met with in the Indo Muslim inscriptions 1 It commemorates 
•the erection of a mosque by (Than A'zam, m the reign of ‘Alau’d Din Husain Shah, but no 
.details of the date are mentioned as m other inscriptions of the Sultan 

I give below my reading of the inscription — , 1 

1 

Plate 11(b) 

j_j|oL»jaJ) JiiUl (^ ) ) ^UaLw ( ) ( t- 3 dswAoJ) )tJ,4 t 

I 

(q) ^siij^x^S 1 ^ ^xAsJ) ^isL {_ysC) i-jL-U" i — >LL<*<J)j ^j^JaaaoJ 

Uij!|^1Lc ^Xs-Lu.*-!) j ^U*AJ) <_ >j£ ^LlO)^ ^IxsJ) <jU) (<j) 1 . . . . . L «x*» 

dlUaJLujj &£L« &U) <jJ-=4 sti ^Uu-^^ohiJl y) ^IjJl ^ 


TRANSLATION 

This mosque was built by Khan A'zam m the reign of the just and benevolent Sultan, the 
Sayvid of Sayylds, the fountain of auspiciousness, the compassionate on Muslim men and women, 
the propagator of the mission (words) of God, subduer of the obstinate and the stubborn, liberal 
to men, sword , the conqueror of Kamru (Kamrup) and Kamta with the help 

of God, the most compassionate and propitious, the defender of Islam and Musalmans, ‘Alau’d 
Dunya wad Din Abul Muzafiar Husain Shah, may God perpetuate his kingdom and sovereignty 1 

The seventh inscription, a fragmentary record, is engraved on a long slab of basalt, 5' 5" long 
and about 8" broad The stone must have been originally much larger in length and breadth 
than at present, when it must have been used as an mscriptional tablet The upper part and 
parts from the right and left hand sides were cut away, and the slab was used as a door lintel. 
The main and important portion of the record contaimng the purpose and name of the donor 
has fortunately escaped the cruel hands of vandalism 

The surviving part of the inscription consists of two lines, and is written in beautiful Naskh 
characters It records the construction of a gateway m front of a mosque, probably the small 
golden mosque of Gaur, by Majlisi Mansur m the reign of ‘Alau’d Din Husain ghah of Bengal on 
the 27th of Ramazan of an unspecified year The language is Arabic and the tablet is exhibited 
m the Mushm gallery of the Indian Museum 

This Majlisi Mansur may conveniently be identified with Abu Muhammad, son of Abu ‘All, 
who had the surname Majlisi Man§ur, and who is mentioned m the inscription fixed on the faqade 
over the central door of the Sona Masjid (small golden mosque at Flrozpur, Malda) as the 
builder of the mosque 2 

Hlorovitz, E I 31, 1909 10, p 32 

2 Revenshaw, Gaur, p 38 , H Bevendge, J A SB, Vol LXIV, Pt I, 1895, p 224 , ‘Abed ‘All Khan, 
Memoirs of Gaur and Pandua, edited by H E Stapleton, pp 79 81, R D Banerjeo, BatiqUlar IUMsa, Pt n, 

p 201 
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plates Five more inscriptions on burnt bricks 1 of the time of Ghiyathu’d Din Mahmud Shah 
of Bengal are, however, known to exist 
The text runs thus — 


Plate 111(b) 

7%'wf'T T 

r'VtcWi ^ r° ( x ) 

<S£ji] j (2) 

TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

The thunder declares His (God’s) glory with His praise, and the angels too for fear of Him 

Plate III(c) 

Bncl II 

r> ^ c (*) c?* 

1 j 1^1 (2) 

yu JaujJ) Jb J l*JW| (3) 

u» w 

y ((15^) ^ cjtVso (4) 

TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

When the earth is shaken with her (violent) shaking, and the earth brings forth her burdens, 
and man says, what has befallen her ? On that day she shall tell her news, as if your Lord had 
revealed to her 

To the right of the first hne is a Persian clause (for averting earthquakes) 

The tenth inscription of this group, consisting of two lines, is carved in relief on a tablet of 
black stone measuring 3' 5" X 1' 8" It records the erection of a mosque m the reign of Sultan 
,Ghiyathu’d Din Bahadur Sfiah of Bengal by Taj Whan, son of Ijmal Karrani m 967 H (1559 
AD)* ' 

The two persons mentioned m this epigraph need some introduction, and I give here a brief 
account of each of them 

Kbizr Khan, after the defeat and death of his father Muhammad Shah m 962 H (1551 A D ),* 
retired to Jhusl opposite to Allahabad, on the left bank of the Ganges, where he celebrated 
his julus (coronation) and assumed the title of Sultan Bahadur Shah 3 He then advanced upon 

1 Cunningham, A S I Report, Vol XV, p 72, Plate XX 

a Badiiom calls him Muhammad Khan Ganna t 

* A Salim, Rtazua Salafin, p 147, f 6 , A1 Badaoni, Muntaliabat ut TaiouriJJi, p 433. 
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Bengal, and defeating and killing §hnhba? Iflmu, the Go\crnor of Gnur, on behalf of Muhammad 
‘Add, in a battle, took the reins of government into Ins own hands 1 In order to avenge his 
father’s blood, he then recruited a huge army and led a campaign against ‘Add gljah, the murderer 
of Ins father A dccisnc battle was fought at a point between Burjngnrh and Jahangira near 
Slunghyr, in which 'Add received n mortal wound and ultimately succumbed to it in 9G1 H 
(I5G0 A D) ! Bahadur ghiih ruled in Bengal for si\ years and died in IT 9G8 

Taj Khun Knrriini, a distinguished scholar of his time, was the son of Ijmiil JQ)iin and elder 
brother of Suleiman Khan Karrani who played an important part m the troublous times is hen 
btier ghiih and his successors were imohed in war with Ilumiiy tin on one hand and the ambitious 
prmincial rulers on the other lie was one of the grandees and later on Goiernor of feambhal 
under Islam Shah During the weak rule of Muhammad Shall 'Add, who succeeded Islam Sfiah 
by murdering the latter’s minor son in 9G0 H , 3 Taj Khan deserted Ins master and proceeded 
from Gwfdior to Bengal where he had already become the autocratic ruler of the Proxincc 4 
Hotly pursued by a detachment of a large a run sent bj ‘Add, he found rest now here till he joined 
bauds with his brothers Sulaiman, Ahmad Khan and 11} as Klian®, who held sun} o\er the terri- 
tories along the banks of the Ganges and Khaw iispiir Tandn The united forces of the four brothers 
offered n formidable front to the ro} al army under Himu on the bank of the Gangi s near Chunar, 
but were rcjmlsed In t lie meantime Ibrfdnm Khun, ‘Add’s sister’s husband, had created a 
dangerous situation m Delhi and declared himself king ‘Add had no other alternatixe than 
to hasten back to Delhi to deal with the situation and the Karrunis were not slow to take advantage 
of this opportunit} to declare independence in 9G1 II (1531 A D ) e In subsequent da} s 
when Bahadur ghiih beenme the Sulfiin of Bengal, Taj Khan had npparentl} submitted to 
him and was appointed a Go\crnor He continued m this otnee till the death of Bahadur gb'ih 
and then firm!} established himself at Gaur m 971 II ’ by slaying Sultan Glnyiifhu’d Din, the 
usurper who had secured the throne by killing Bahadur’s sou Taj Khan assumed the title of 
Hazrati ‘ Ala 8 (the exalted lord) and goicrmng Bengal on behalf of his younger brother 
Sulaiman Karrani for nearly nine years died in 972 II (15G1 A D )® 

Bahadur Shall struck coins 10 in imitation of those of ghcr ghiih and Islam ghiih and caused 
the Uivlba (sermon) to be rend m his name 11 He is mentioned on Ins coins with the titles of 
Ghnfithu’d Dunya wad Din, Abti’l Mumfiar Bahadur Shull which correspond with those found 
in the contemporary mural records of his time 15 , but it is interesting to note that these titles 
are absent in the inscription under discussion 

The style of writing is clear NasUi resembling m execution and flourishes the foregoing 
No 7 of tins group belonging to Husain ghiih The language is Arabic 

The tablet is decorated xvith n few small rosettes. It is cracked xertically, splitting it up 
into three parts, but fortunately no damage is done to the inscription ** 

I Jlwz, p 148 sjiirf.pp 148 149 

3 Badfiom, p 417 A Jbid,p 420 

0 Baduont, p 421 , Bidz, p. 150 Baduoni mentions three names, i c , Sulaiman, ‘Imud and Khwaja Ilyan 
whereas Buz Rives on!} two, Ahmad Klinn and Iljas Khan 

e Ru ir p 151 " Ibid , p 150, f 1 

8 -Serfdom, p 420 * Biaz, p 150, f 1 

10 1 M O , No 230, p 1S1 11 Barffiom, p 433 

II ‘Abdul Wall, Bengal Past and Present, Vol XIV, Nos 27 28, p 103 



Inscription of Sultan Bahadur Shah originally found at Gaur in the Malda District 


Plate IV 





AN INSCRIPTION FROM DABHOL / 


The stone was onginallv acquired by the Government of Bengal from Gaur, Malda Distiict, 
and then presented to the Indian Museum where it is exhibited m the Muslim gallery 
The inscription reads thus — 


Plate IV > 

<d aU| ,^-u (jjjJ| ^ idle <dl| JO (1) 

JoLsJj (sic) <Ag*J| , ^ lAsu^kaJj |iiA> .1 ,-V-5 iUarJ) w 

JU-v) ^.b ^Jlc dub &jII->Lvj <jJU) <aK jLu^oI^j jobJI (2) 

I , 

djlfrJ’JAk'j ^jXXmi y SXuj ^3 

TRANSLATION 

The Prophet, upon him be the blessings and peace of God, has said, “ Whoever builds a 
mosque in this w orld, God will build for him seventy castles in paradise ” This mosque was built 
m the time of the just and generous Sultan Bahadur Shah, the Sultan, may God perpetuate his 
kingdom and so\ ereignty The builder of this (mosque) is Masnad-i ‘All (the great prop) Taj Khan, 
Eon of Ijmal Karrani , (built) in the year nine hundred and sixty-seven 


II 

» 

AN INSCRIPTION FROM DABHOL 
/ Bi Dr M Nazim, Ph D 1 

Dabhol, which is about eighty-five miles South east of Bombay, was a place of importance 
m ancient times, and was a prosperous sea port in the time of the Muslim rulers of the Deccan 
It was one of the places captured by Malik Kaffir in 1312 A D , and about fifty years later form- 
ed the Western limit of the BaihmanI dominions After the decay of the Baihmani kingdom it 
passed on to the ‘Adil Shah! dynasty and served as a port of embarkation for pilgrims proceed- 
ing to Mecca from the Deccan It u r as burnt by Shivaji in 1660 and again in 1661, and a few 
years after that date, was included in his kingdom It remained in the hands of the Marathas 
till 1818, when it passed on to the English The present town of Dabhol is a place of very 
little consequence, and has never been able to recover its old importance since the ravages of 
the Marathas ‘ , 

The bilingual inscription, the text of which is given below, is inscribed on a stone which is 
fixed in the ground opposite to the old ruined Jami‘ Masjid on the right hand side of the road to 
Dapoli 1 The stone has a Persian inscription on the side facing the road and one m the old local 
dialect on the other 

The Persian inscription is m verse It records briefly the purport of a jar’nidn issued by 
Sultan Muhammad ‘Add Sl)ah of Bijapur It appears from this inscription that according to 
the prevailing practice the property of a private individual was confiscated by the long if he died 
without leaving issue This practice must have caused great hardship to the general public, 
and, on the matter being represented to the Sultan, he issued a farmdn to stop it The abject 
of th efarman was particularly to benefit the rich Hindu community as would appear by reference 
1 The stone has since been removed to the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay^ 
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to another inscription of the time of Sultan Muhammad 'Adil Shah ■which is fixed m front of the 
mam entrance of Amin Dargah at Bijapur It is, however, surprising that this fact is not men- 
tioned m any of the Persian histones of the ‘Add Shah! dynasty 

The inscribed slab measures 3 feet 8\ inches by 1 foot 3 inches by 1 foot * inch The stone 
is local trap, of dull white colour TheyPergian inscription is carved in relief and the one in 
the old local dialect is deeply incised 

' Plate V.(a) 

Text of the Persian Inscription 
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UKANSLATION 

In the, name of Alllh .the Compassionate, the Merciful 

That. Great Amir, Malik Shaikh. ‘All, yho was the deputy of Dubul by the command of 
the king, 

When the people eaw that he was a defender of the faith, they .represented to,lum that from 
of old 

Whoever did not leave a natural son, -whether he be a Hindu or one who takes refuge an 
Faith (i c , a Muslim). 



Inscription of Sultan Muhammad ‘Adil Shah 
of Bijapur, dated 1062 H , from Dabhol 


Plate V 
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After his death; whatever was left' of his property, whether Tithes’, wealth, garments or caps; 
The officers of Dabul ilsed to confiscate it 
By tliis evil practice the world had been ruined 

The request of the people was accepted by him as he had great regard for them, , 

To Ins Sarnaubat named ‘Abdu’r Rastil he issued the order that by the command'of the king. 
Both Hindus and Muslims are exempt, without doubt (from the operation of the old 1 prac- 
tice) This is the charity of the king v ho has an army like Jamshld 
He said, “ Yes, write without delay, a letter 

Whoever, belonging to any of the two communities, if he opposes it, he shall be black 
fhcfid and disgraced 

With this promise and pledge, they wrote a true agreement and called God to witness 
Tlie king of the world, the praised one of the universe, and the people became cheerful 
and happy without doubt 

It was one thousand and sixty-two, the year that the desire of the people was fulfilled by 
the king 

In the year 1062 

Plate V (b) 

Text of the Maratln Inscription 
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X kANSLATION 

In the principality Of the attepicious'portj Mustafabad, in the town'Dabhelawati (modern 
Dabhol). [The property of] the person whether Hindu or Musalman -who' dies with'dut'leavmg a 
eon [to inherit it] should not be confiscatedRo the Imperial ‘Treasury. The ‘Mbkhsai, the' Tahbl- 
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dar, the Inamdar (i e , the officers of the town) should not confiscate it There was an auspicious 
Jarman heretofore which is hereby annulled [The property of] the person who dies without 
leaving a son should be pardoned (i e , gn en away as a gift) to his heirs and descendants If 
any Hindu or Musalman will act against this, he and his heirs will be punished Let this be known 
to all 

j; oTE The Marathi inscription was read and translated for mo by Mr B D Verma, Professor of Persian, 

Fergusson College, Poona, to whom my thanks are dne 


in 

AN INSCRIPTION PROM THE JAMP MASJID AT DABHOL, (RATNAGIRI DISTRICT) 

By R G Gyani, M A 

Two inscribed stones, one lying m the Bander Mosque and the other fixed alongside the 
Dabhol-Dapoli Road in front of a fallen mosque, were noticed by the Superintendent, Archteo- 
logicil Survey, Western Circle, and arrangements were made to have them removed to the Prince 
of Wales Museum, Bombay, m the Epigraplucal Gallery where they are now exhibited 

The former, which is the subject of this short article, seems originally to have belonged to 
the Jami‘ Masjid at Dabliol where it was noticed, perhaps in its original position, by the late 
Mr Burgess about fifty years back, for we find a mention of it on page 200 of the List of Antiqua- 
rian Remains of the Bombay Presidency , compiled by him (but revised and pubbshed by Mr 
Henry Cousens in 1885) and also on page 331 of the Bombay Gazetteer for Ratnagm District 
Moreover there is an internal evidence m the third fine of the inscription where the construc- 
tion of the Masjidi JimF is recorded 

In the Bombay Gazetleci (District Ratnagm) as well as in the List of Antiquarian Remains 
referred to above while referring to the mosque (in quite identical terms) it is stated, “ Dabliol has 
also a Jama Mosque built m A D 1649 (1059 A H ) in the beginning of Aurangzeb’s reign, by 
Pir Muhammad Abdullah, the Chief Officer, Subahdar of the district ” This expression needs 
correction at three places 

As Aurangzeb’s reign begins from the year 1658 -A D , it is not correct to say that 1649 
was the beginning of Aurangzeb’s rule It would, however, be correct to say that the mosque 
was built towards the end of Shahjahan’s rule It was not even during the Viceroyalty of Aurang- 
zeb in the Deccan, (though of course it was he who reduced this part of the Deccan into a tribu- 
tary state in the winter of 1637 38), for in the June of 1643 Aurangzeb adopted the profession of 
a faqlr He was deprived of his office and twelve years passed off before he returned to the 
Deccan 1 

The second thing (in the remark) which draws our attention is the name of the builder which 
is put down as “ Pir Muhammad Abdullah ” for which there seems to be no justification as m the 
inscription he is clearly named as Pir Ahmad 

Lastly the builder is said to be the Subahdar or the Chief Officer of the district which is 
perhaps a w rong designation Subahdar was m the Mughal times an officer m charge of a whole 
proa ince whom we might put almost equivalent to the Governor of our days, e g , Aurangzeb was 
the Subahdar of the Deccan 2 

The inscriptional slab, which is rectangular in shape, measures 23" X 15", and is of a black 
polished stone The inscription is carved in relief m beautiful Arabic NasLh characters The 
’anguage of the inscription with the exception of the third and fourth hnes, which are m Persian, 

1 See Lano l’oolo’s Auranqzib, page 146 

2 CJ tko division of tho Mughal Empire m various Subabs, Parganas and Sarkars and Mahals, etc , {vide 

A’m* Afbari pp 130 157), which arrangement was maintained, throughout the Mughal rule in India " 



(a) Inscription of the Jami 'Masjid, Dabhol, now 
in the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay 


Plate VI 
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is Arabic The record states the erection of a JamT Masjid (at Dabhol) in the year 1059 H 
(1649 AD) by one Plr Ahmad, who is described as the best among the high officials 
The inscription runs over sis lines as follows — 

Plate VI(a) 

Jjj eJj; (r) 1^1 <*L| £* lyS'-W hi 4^ u \ j (p) (l) 
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i_>LsuJ) JL S\ J Axle i-yjJl ijjzJb 'jje 1 «J|^ £M~' 

TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionate 1 

“ Verily the places of worship are set apart unto God, wherefore invoke not any other therein 
together with God ” 

This Jami‘ Haspd was erected and painted during the regime of the cream (i e , the best) 
of the high officials, the substance of eternity, Plr Ahmad In the year 1059 one thousand and 
fifty-nine after the Hijrat of the Prophet May the most excellent prayers and choicest saluta- 
tions be to him 1 


IV 

INSCRIPTIONS FROM KALIADEH AND ANTRl IN GWALIOR STATE 

By 

Ramsingh Saksena 
Kahadeh 

Of the inscriptions under notice three come from Kahadeh (23° 15' N and 75° 50' E), a Milage 
about seven miles by road from Ujjam, the city of ancient fame, and the headquarters of the 
Malwa Division of the Gwalior State Kahadeh is situated on the left bank of the river Sipra 
and though a mere village has tradition on its back as old as the times of Lord Sn Krishna, 
whose miraculous feat of subjugating the Kalia Nag is said to have been performed, near this 
village, m the river Sipra, from which event it derives its name, viz , Iialia (black cobra) and 
Beh (pool or unusual deep portion in the bed of a river) But the importance of the village hes 
solely in the existence of an old water-palace in it This curious building 1 stands on cn island 
m the Sipra m er The left branch of the stream is bridged by a massive bed of masonry on 
which chambers capable of being kept cool have been erected as an adjunct to the water palace 
These chambers or tax Uidnas consist of a long gallery which runs along the Western side and 
several small houses and kiosks erected on the stone basement The stream has been controlled 
here and the water made to flow over the chambers along the masonry bed, and after cooling 
the galleries it falls m a cascade into the stream again at a point called Kalia Deh (also known as 
Brahma Kunda) at the Northern end of the structure An inscription is said to have existed on 
the Palace attributing its construction to Mahmud Khaljl I, Sultan of Mandu m 862 H ( 1458 


1 A'tn, II, p 196, and also sco Malet’s Diary, p 497 
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* I)}, but it i coni’ nar It ^cms to base been destroyed during tlio operations, earned out, 
l t' n St to ‘•ome thirt; years b n ck to repair the building in order to com ert it into an up-to- 
(l-'t* modern joboc for If II Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior 

It r> a ''l c o bo noted tli it the n’mc Knhadeli Ins not so far been found in any of tbe ancient 
< rnd record- but it Ins been identified with Brahma Kunda mentioned m tbe .hand Khanda 
TJ o Mu! imm''dan historians ha\e howcicr u=ed tins name, and the first mention of the place 
i ciurs in rin<ltr in connection with a battle fought between tho Sultans of Malvra and the 
tiujnrat in t21 If ( 1 1 3 S A D 1 1 

Ml three m^crijitioils reproduced here are engrated on Stone tablets and fixed 1 on chambors 
or 1 10=1 a referred to ibo\e Of these Nos land 3 baa c been mentioned in tbe Stale Gazetteer, 
but none of taem appear to ba\c been published so far to the best of my knowledge They are 
no; bung edited from photographs b) courtesy of tbe Gwalior State Archaeological Depart- 
int nt 

Imcripl'ons No c 1 and 2 are a sort of a lsitor’s record, and refer to tbe halts on this spot of 
M b tr the Great on Ins naj to tbe Deccan and back in tbe course of an e\peditiou led by tbe 
Finj^ror for the conquest of the Deccan 3 Both thCscinScriptionsMrc the work of Muhammad 
MV*iini of Bh il k ir, the renowned cdligraplnst of Akbar’s court, who generally accompanied bis 
in dcr on Midi occasion* Both Akbir and Muhammad MiVsum are well known in history 
ml rtril L;rdh am introduction Jo tbe readers of this journal >in which the lives of both of 
th( 11 h ae been noticed more than onco in connection with' other inscriptions of Muhammad 
^r^utn Contcmpor’n inscription referring to this expedition also exist at Gwalior and 
Mirgarh as thc'c places laj on the then road to Deccan Inscription No 2 bears much 
rr <cmbl inec to an inscription at Aslrgarh 3 Inscription No 3 is of Jahangir’s reign and 
rtfirs to Knne additions or alterations executed to this building b) his order 

All tin inscriptions consist of Persian prose and \crsc and arc written in good Nasla'liq 
rh irnctir , though the calligrajih) of No 3 is poor 

31) rc 'ding of the texts of inscriptions isasfollows — 

Inscription No 1 

Plato VI(b) 

(_yt^ 1*1* 4A ~ (l) 

obl^aJe CLjIjIj if | . A (p) 

U. ^b t y (p-) 

of jdo ‘ Cb j (f), 

Jyi f ^Ui toaj 4 1>j f (o)i 

^ Uft/ (q), 

eyl * 5 (v) 

SjJIj (a) 

1 ; -I 5 2 Ih'S «.!■>* Dui-tsv, M, p lot 3 £ 7 1/ for 1923 20, p 0, PI III (fc) 



Plate VII 


{a) Inscription of Akbar, dated 1009 H , from Kaliadeh, Gwalior State 
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(b) Inscription of Jahangir from Kaliadeh, Gwalior State 
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TRANSLATION 

In the year 44 (of the) Haiti era corresponding to (the) year 1008 H (1599 AD), when the 
victorious standards (of Emperor Akbar) were directed towards the Deccan with the 
object of subdmng that territory, (the Imperial army) passed by this spot 

r Fe> se 

0 Nami ' my heart begged of the sky (heavens) last night 
To narrate to me about the departed, as also about those to come 

It said “ Whatman be known of the departed (since) 'there are no vestiges left (of them)'* 

And as for .those to come, know that their case is akin to >that of the departed , wherefore 
what account dost thou seek of me *” 

Written by Muhammad Matsu m, Nami of ‘Bhakkar 


Inscription No 2 


ji-uu 


Plate VII(a) 
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TRANSLATION 

Lines 1-3 In the year 45 of the Ilahi era corresponding to the year 1009 H (1600 A D ) His Majesty 
the protector of the kingdom, ,the shadow of God, Jalakfd Din Muhammad Akbar, the 
King (after conquering) the provinces of Khandesh and the Deccan placing 

"them m charge of returned (Couplets) by the writer 

Tune 4 After completing the conquest of Khandesh and the Deccan (when) the King directed Ins 
steps towards the delightful and pleasant abode (his capital) 

Line 5 At that time Nami composed (the chronogram) by adding an unit (m the numerical 
value of the phrase) — “ His Exalted Majesty started for Lahore ” (1008-j-l or 

1009 H) 


Inscription No 3 

Plate VII(b) 
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TRANSLATION 

1 Under the orders of the king of the world these two pleasure houses were built 
by Hasan, during the reign of King Jahangir (son of) Emperor Akbar 

2 (In the words), “ Paradise on Earth ” Wisdom found the chronogram since it is a favourite 

resort of the sovereigns of the world 1030 H (1621 AD) 

Antrl 

AntrT (26° 3' N and 78° 15' E) is a small town in the Gwalior State It bes about 
twenty miles by a metalled road to the South of Gwalior and is also a station on the Bombay 
Delhi section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Traditionally the place is said to have 
been a prosperous and populated town about 1,400 years ago, and was called Anllapurl, but 
the history of its glorious past, if any, is totally obscure Antrl was, however, generally well- 
known on account of its being situated on the old road from Delhi to the Deccan and chiefly 
for a celebrity’s murder, during the Muslim rule It was m the precincts of, or rather in, 
the village that Abu’l Fad, the well-known author of the A’ln i-Alhari and the Prime Minister 
of Akbar was way-laid and beheaded by Raja Birsingh Deo of Orchha 1 This place commands 
pubhcity in these days even as a modest tomb, 2 however unworthy of the great man, stands 
here still to commemorate AbuT Fazl 

Antrl, owing to its situation on the old rdyal road, and its close vicinity to Gwalior, must 
have been the seat of a small chief or a military officer, even before the Mughal rule, but it has 
no other remarkable vestiges of the period except the Jami‘ Mas] id to which belongs the inscrip- 
tion dealt with herein The inscription consists of nine lines, mostly Persian in language, written 
m Naskh characters of poor order The whole has been cut m a panel of one of the niches m the 
back wall of the prayer hall It seems to have been put in this position, simply for the reason 
that occasion for this inscription cropped up after the fall of the mosque which is certainly a 
hundred years or more earlier m age on the ground of architecture even in the absence of its 
original inscription The epigraph deals with the repair of the mosque by one Yar Muhammad 
during the reign of Humayiin in 1531 A D Humayun is no doubt, the well known Mughal king 
but I could not trace Yar Muhammad or his father Chaqmaq ( ? ) in the records at my disposal 
He was not perhaps a man of note 

This inscription is perhaps the only inscription found at Antrl and to my knowledge has 
not been published so far It is now being edited by courtesy of the Gwalior Archieological Depart 
ment 

My reading of the text is given below — 

Plate VIII(a) 

*JJI J \ r) dll) Hi dl| J (|) , 

•V jd (r) 

v 

(r) 

o*) 


1 Elltot and Dawson, V, 189 
s Modem Review, Match, 1929# 



') Inscription of Humayun 
from Antri, Gwalior State 
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TRANSLATION 

jT/ifre is no i? o-7 but God , Mi ilatnn.ad is the proplr' of Goi 

This mo=cjuc wits repaired during the reign of Muhammad Hum 'a un, the \ie*r,r,o >* 1 >i y, h- 
Tar Muh tmnirid Khiin, son of Ohaqmiiq On the fir=t of the mouth of Juwadi I ri $! 'ir 
035 U (1531 AD) 

IVree 

Anv one v ho says his prayers (in this mosque) I de ire prater for me too, 

Slice I am n sinful sen nut 


V 

THREE INSCRIPTIONS or HTM\VCN 
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m Persia, whcro he was honourably received and entertained as befitted his position by Shah 
Talimasp, the king of Persia, and with the help of the latter succeeded in capturing Kabul and 
Qandhar from his brothers Therefrom lie marched into India in 902 H (1555 A D ) and rccon* 
quered it by defeating Sikandnr Shull, a descendant of Slier Shah Sur, at Sirhind He, however, 
did not live long, for a few' months after he fell down the steps of his library at Delhi, and tho 
accident ended in his death winch occurred in 903 H (1550 AD) 

The short account of Hum fin’s life given above shows that on the first occasion he ruled 
m India from 937 H (1530 AD) to 917 II (1510 A D ), but nono of fins epigraphs so far 
published goes beyond tho year 915 H (1538 AD) One of the inscriptions under notice dis- 
covered at Sonepat, District Karnal, however, takes us ono year further It is dated at the close 
of 946 H (1540 A D ) and was thus recorded after the defeat of Humilyun at Chausa, which 
is related to have occurred on the 9th of Safar 916 H (26th June, 1539 AD) 

In^cwplxon on a Kliunqah al Shaikh Sara’ i, Delhi 

Shaikh Sara’i is a small v lllage about ten miles to the South of Delhi, and is approached by a 
hahheha road which deviates towards the East from the Delhi Qutb road at about the ninth mile- 
stone It contains the shrine of ghai(di ‘Aliiu’d Din Nur Taj, a descendant of Shaikh Farldu’d 
Din Ganj i Shakar of Pah Patan, after w horn the \ lllage has assumed its name The shnne stands 
in a ruined enclosure, where are also to be found a few other tombs and buildings One of these 
buildings immediately to the North of the mam shrine is locally known as Majlis Kljana, which 
consists of a three arched dulun with the inscription under notice fixed ov er its central arch The 
epigraph is engrav ed in relief in graceful Naslh characters on a red snndstone slab measuring 
2'6'byl' il" It is dated 9 41 H (1534 35 A D ) and runs ns follows — 

Plato VIII(b) 
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“ This KMnqiih (monastery) was erected in the name (memory) of the pole star of the, world, 
(named) Shaikh Farldu’d Din Ganj i Shakar, during the reign of the great sultan Nnslru’d Din 
Muhammad Humilyun Badsjiah GhfizI (the king and champion of the faith), and its builder is ‘Ala 
Nur Taj, the descendant of the Shaikh The y ear nine hundred and forty one This was w ntten 
by the slave Husain Ahmad *” 1 

1 J l l 

Shaikh Farldu’d Din Ganj ^Shakar referred to in the, inscription was a very celebrated saint 
of the Ohishtla sect of $ufis He was the son of Shaikh Kamalu’d Din Sulaiman, the son of 
Farrukh Shfdi, who was the ruler of Kabul Owing probably to the unsettled condition of Ins 
native country, his father immigrated into India and took his residence m a village near Multan, 
where Ganj i Shakar was born m the,year 569 H (1173 A D ) At the age of eighteen he met 


? This inscription lias already been published by Blochmann in tho Proceedings of the Jiiattc Society of 
Bengal for the j ear 1875, p 213, who places at on a viaziir (tomb) in DVud Sara’i, and also bj tho author of this 
article in the List of Muhammadan and Hindu, Monuments in the fidjit Prounv, Vol III, p 144, which Jattor 
publication is for administrative usy ,on)y and not apnqed book available to the public The only excuse for its 
ropublication is tbat'it is now proposed to bo dealt within a journal intended purely for Moslem epigraphy. 


i proposed 1 


'i(h,ixi a journal i 



(a) Inscription of Humayun fiom Bangarmau, Unao District 
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it Jiiilfan JQiW'nj A Qutbu’d DinBafi&tiyurilvfilJ, thbdi&cipldtod^ftciiBsWof'lBditvujd Mll'inu’d 
Din Olushtl of Ajmer, and lie subsequently became a disciple of that saint On* the death of 
IQ)W a] a Qutbu’d Din, Gimj i lf $]ialtAr feuch'ced'cd' hAA, and earned 'great reputation 1 for his 
piety and saintly attributes He 1 resided at Ajndiian, 1 better khovA as 1 Pah PatiiV, whtirc ho 
died m the j car GGf H (12G5 AD), and lus tomb is held in great rcvcrenco by tho fu/is and 
the general Muslim publid 

f tUb nihb ‘Ala Nur Taj, who is recorded m the inscription as the builder of "the Khanqah and 
a descendant of Shaikh Faridu’d Din Gan] l-ghahar, was tho son of Sh aikW N fir u’ d Din and had 
been a jiopulnr saint, of his time His full name' was §hnikh ‘Alau’d Din i\ibr Taj, winch is 
recorded m the inscription on Ins shrine that was constructed by him during his life time in tho 
j car 913 H (1507 AD) He died m the year 918 H (1W1 42 A D ) 

Husain Ahmad, the scribe of the inscription, seems to have been a disciple of Shaikh 
‘Aliiu’d Din Nur'Taj 


Inscription on the giaic oj Qurban Muhammad at Bangarmau , District Unau 
The grave was exposed to view by the subsidence of earth owing to rains about the end of 
the j ear 1923 It is built of small [lalhauri] bricks, and an inscribed stone slab measuring j 
3' J' by 1' K' is fixed over it Since its discovery, the grave has been revered ns that of a saint 
by the local Muslims who, repairing it, haveercoted nn’enclosure wall round it, and annually white 
wash the grnv c together with the inscribed slab The inscription refers to the erection of a struc- 
ture by Muhammad lyiib, a servant of Qurbiin Muhammad, during the reign of Humayun in the 
i car 914 H (1537 38 A D ) Nothing is historically known about Qurban Muhammad, wdio 
is recorded in the epigraph asm Mir of high descent and also as a famous personage Probably,, 
the appellation of Mir with which Buy} ids or the descendant s of tho Prophet are non generally 
designated m India has created tlic belief that tho deceased was a saint, m its ordinary sense the 
word, however, conveys no meaning but a chief Tho structure mentioned in tho inscription, 
seems to refer to the shrine of Qurban Muhammad wluch was ruined by the rav ages of time and 
nature and ultimately buried under earth and debris The inscription wluch is engraved in relief , 
in jSasla'ltq characters runs ns follows — 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) 11 During th6'feigri of the magriifi'ccht mfoAirith hatdi'g A ihtinfe : spldricbti ab-Sildriidn' 
and an abode with tho grandeur of Fandun’s, 
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(2) His dignity as high ns sky and justice m his retinue, Muhammad Humayun, the king 

of langs, 

(3) Tkero was a chief of high descent, (named) Qurlmn Muhammad, a famous personage, 

(4) In whoso household one of sharp intelligence cnnying the palmB an ay in deeds of clever-* 

ness, 

(0) Is the blessed Muhammad Iyiib, who possesses many signs of felicity 

(6) He laid the foundation of a unique structure winch should remain as a monument to 

lum for cv or 

(7) The Hijra year, composed in verse, is nine hundred and fort} -four ” 

Inscription on the mosque of Q~i:l Zudun at Soncpat, District Karnal 
The mosque lies on an clovatcd piece of ground m the Mulialla of Qiizl Ziidun at Soncpat It 
is a small building with its prayer-chamber consisting of three ba}s, each having an archwa}, and 
an open courtyard on its front to the East It is entered by a gateway on the East winch is a 
modern structure said to have been constructed some twenty five or thirty }cars ago On the 
inner arched opening of this gatewa} is to be found an inscription engraved on a fragmentary 
red sandstone slab measuring 1' G" by 1(P" Dr Paul Horn in an nrticlc on the inscriptions 
of Soncpat published in the Epigrapha Indian, Vol II, pp 138 143, has noticed two 
inscriptions of the Emperors Akbar and ghubjahun on the Southern and Northern arches 
respectively of the mosque of Quzl Zudun, hut he makes no mention of the epigraph under 
notice The article was drawn up about the year 1804 when the Vol II of the Epigrapha Indica 
was published, and the omission of this epigraph by Dr Horn seems to indicate that the 
gateway bearing it was not constructed till then Local tradition avers that the inscription 
originally belonged to this mosque, but I am inclined to think that it has been taken from 
another mosque and fixed on to the gateway of thiB mosque when it w'as constructed or rebuilt 
My assumption receives support from the fact that the inscriptions of Akbar and ghubjahun 
on the mosque refer to its erection and repairs by Qfizi Ahmad and Quzl Nnsr respectively, 
while they make no mention of the person who is recorded m this inscription as the builder 
of the mosque, nor is he or any of his forefathers, whose names are also given therein, designated 
with the epithet of Qfizi, as has been the case with the personages mentioned m the inscriptions 
of Akbar and ghubjahun The inscribed slab is parti} broken at one of its corners, and the 
inscription is, therefore, not completel} readable It is inscribed m relief in NasUi characters 
m inelegant Arabic, and it will be scon that the name of Humu} un is wiittcn without “ nun ” 
( ) which is incorrect The inscription which is dated 944 H (1538 AD) runs as follows — 

Plato EX(b) 

£ <D) ] y dJJ) J) I i 

, . , , . , »L> A-c iUs r'* Jjd liA A >UL» 

y y o-j «« Jlyi illlpfl ^ <dJh °t>J t>Jj <rJJ| Jt/v. 

, l-KANSLATION 

“ There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet This mosque was built during 
the reign of Muhammad Humayun, the king, by the mendicant and humble .Hablb’ullah, 

son of Lutfu’llah, son of Akramu’llah, at the close of the month of ghawwal in the year nine 
hundred and forty-six ” 

Nothing is historically known about Hablbu’llah or his forefathers who are referred to m flia 
inscription 



(a) Inscnption m the Maigalla Pass, „ Inscription fiom the New I'orl, 

Rawalpindi Bistiict I n.lamau, Chota Nagpiu Di\ision, Bihar 


Plate X 





INSCRIPTION IN MARGALLA PASS, RAWALPINDI DISTRICT 
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INSCRIPTION IN MARGALLA PASS, RAWALPINDI DISTRICT 

By G Yazdani 

Some ten years ago, Sir John Marshall, the then Director General of Archneology m India, 
sent me an inked impression of this inscription, and asked me to send him an English translation 
of it The text of the inscription was consequently deciphered by me and a translation of it sent 
to Sir John Last year Mr Madhu Sarup Vat, Superintendent, Archaeological Survey, Frontier 
Circle, sent me again a rubbing of the inscription, and requested to furnish Ins office uith an autho- 
ritative reading of the text and an English translation of it I have comphed with the request of 
the latter officer also, but as my communications to the Director General of Archeology m India 
and the Superintendent, Archeological Survey, Frontier Circle, are not likely to come to tho 
notice of students of Moslem epigraphy of India, and as the text of this inscription previously 
deciphered by Blochmann and Rehatsek is not correct 1 , I re edit the inscription in this Journal 
and publish a facsimile of it which is based on an inked rubbing kindly supplied to me by Mr 
Madhu Sarup Vat From the rubbing it appears that the inscription has weathered considerably, 
and many words have disappeared altogether The text can, however, be made out, and the 
most important part of it, that is the chronogram, contained in the last hemistich, is fairly legible , 
although it has been deciphered correctly for the first time now 

The text consists of eight hnes of Persian verse and four of prose m the same language 
The style of writing is Nasta’lig of the typical Mughal type, and the inscription must have been 
(written by a court calhgraphist of Auxangzeb m whose reign it was carved 
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li) 
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. tSUs?* jAcjUtb 

1 • At" j 


iiA i /Aj ' 4 


TRANSLATION 
He as the Almighty 1 
Verst 

(1) The ®iun with powerful grip nnd majestic appearance' (who is 66 powerful) that the tiger 
feels himself feeble in his grip 

(2) In the hillock of Mnrgaln which on account of its height is united With the zone of heaven, 

(3) He built such a lofty pass that heaven . . on earth 

(4) Mughal has composed the chronogram the forehead of the Idle (lit the moon-faced lady) 1 
of India 

Prose 

Under the superintendence of Mirra Muhammad Daroghii Ahmad 1 , the 

Architect, Jogidiis, the Accountant, and Di) nidus, the Cask keeper, wns completed in 1083 H 
(1672 AD) 

AH INSCRIPTION PROM THE NEW PORT AT PALAMAU IN TH I- CHOTA NAGPUR 

DIVISION, BIH VR 

By G Ya7dam 

At Palamau, in the Cliota Nagpur Diusion, two forts arc situated which are locally known 
ns the Purana Qil‘a nnd the Nayii Qfl'a Both of them are * protected monuments ’ under the 
meaning of Act VII, 1901, of the Go\ eminent of India In the cold season of 1932 33 
Mr G C Chandra, while removing dobns behind the Nagpur gateway of the Naja Qil‘n found 
two broken stone jambs which apparent!) belonged to another gateway of the Port These 
jambs bear two inscriptions, one in Persian and the other in Sanskrit, the text of both being almost 
identical in meaning As the inscriptions, hav e not been pubbshed before, nnd ns they contain 
the genealogy ofChero rajas of Palamau, I giv ejielow' the text, nnd an English translation of the 
Persian inscription with some notes 

The inscription consists of eight lines of Pfcrsian prose?, th6 script being Nasla'liq of a plain 
practical type such ns is used for ordinary purposes The epigraph mentions the fact of the Fort 
being built by Medni Ra’i, 6on of A n ‘\ nt Ha l son. of Bhagw^nt RiL’i m the Hijrl year 1043 H 
(1634 A D ) My reading of the inscription is ns follows — 

• -i < 

Plato X(b) 1 ' 1 

.45) . 

1 Ustad Ahmad -was an architect of Shah JabanV court, and his name along with that of his son Lutfu’lla, . 
W ho was an Engineer, is carvod on Hoshanc’s Tomb at Mandu E. I, M for 1909 10, p 23 



[a) Inscuption of Sultan Husam Shah of Bengal from Margram, 

Mm shid abaci District 


Piate XI 



(b) Inscription from Raisen Fort, Bhopal State 
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AN INSCRIPTION OR' SULTAN HUSAIN SHAH OP BENGAL 
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TRANSLATION 

Sr! Rjmx CiiandrajI for fulfilment 1 
1 God is Great ' 

This fort on the mountain was built by Maharaj Raja Sri Mednl Ra’i, son of Sri Anant Ra’i, 
son of Sri Bhagbant Ra’i m Samvnt 1690, month , Bad! Panehami 

Thursday, corresponding to the 18th of the honoured month of Rajab, m the year 10,43 H 
(1634 AD)* 

AN INSCRIPTION OF SULTAN HUSAIN SHAH OF BENGAL FROM TliP VILLAGE 
MARGRAM, POLICE STATION KHARGRAM, DISTRICT MURSHIDABAD 

By G Yazdam 

In January 1932, Mr G C Chandra, Superintendent, Archroological Survey, Eastern Circle, 
sent me two inked rubbings and a photograph of an inscription of Sultan Husain Shah of Bengal 
during whose reign the Tughra style of writing reached perhaps its zenith The present inscrip- 
tion is a beautiful example of this style and the facsimile reproduced here is based on the photo 
graph kindly supphed by Mr Chandra* 

The inscription records the building of a mosque by Malik ‘Ata, who should 'not be confused 
with the saint of this name whose shrine is situated at Debi Kot in the Dmajpur District, and whose 
name is mentioned in several inscriptions of the kings of Bengal 1 Malik ‘Ata of this insenp 
tion was apparently a governor of the province now occupied by the districts of Malda, Dinajpur 
and Murshidabad 

I luu c deciphered the text as follows — 


Plate XI(a) 

&xx J l 'j* k-s5 aJ 4li) ^ Mi lox*-'*’ ( jyj ^ *L- y jHt ajjJ ^uJ) J15 Line l 
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Q4AL>.**m.j y jij) iL*< i -r^y y ^5 tyXc ^|i> e®J.L® Uac ^J| ^C&J) y 

i Sco J A 8 B , Vol XLI (for 1872), pp 102 07 and E I M for 1029 30, pp 9 12 
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TRANSLATION 

The Prophet (mny God blesa end nssoil him ') has said “ Whoever builds a mosque for God, 
God builds a palace as reward jor him m Paradise 1 

During the reign of ‘Aliiu’d Dunya wad Din Abu’l Muraflnr Husain Shah, the Sultan — may 
God perpetuato his kingdom and majesty and e\nlt his authority and position ' — this mosque 
was built by the great and honoured Malik, the exalted ‘Atii Malik, may Ins high rank remain for 
ever 1 On the 25th of Rajab, 904 H (1499 A D ) 


AN INSCRIPTION FROM RAISEN FORT IN THE BHOPAL STATE 


By G Yazdam 

As in February, 1932, Mr A Marchivc, Research Scholar, Department of Indian History, 
Allahabad University, wrote to the Director General of Archroology m India for a copy of this 
inscription, some inked rubbings of the record were prepared with the kind permission and help 
of the Bhopal State m whose jurisdiction Raiscn Fort is situated : As the inscription has not 
been published before, I take this opportunity to edit its text with an English translation 

The fort of Raiscn is frequently mentioned in the annals of Malwa kings, and the mosque in 
which the mscnptional tablet is set up has also some historic associations In 93] II (1323 A 
D ), Babur, after defeating Mcdni Rub, repaired the mosque m Rfusen Fort, along with those at 
Chanderl, Sanngpur and Ranthnmbkor.w Inch had been desecrated by the former being com erted 
into cattle-sheds 3 In 938 H (1531 AD), Bahadur ijliah of Gujnrat, after his conquest of 
Raisen, appointed ‘Alum Qian as Governor of the plnce and had the /diulba recited in his name 
at this mosque 4 

The mscnptional tablet measures 2 ft 8 m by 2 ft 2 in , and is divided into thirty six panels. 
Thirty-four of these are occupied by seventeen Persian couplets, and the remnimngtwo by the 
praise of God, the Prophet and the king The couplets are heavy m style and dull in sentiment 
and seem to be the work of a local poet The sty le of calligraphy ie XashA of an ornamental 
type which has made the decipherment of the inscription soracw hat difficult particularly at place 0 
where the stone of the mscnptional tablet has weathered The inscription records the building of 
a Jami‘ Masjid (Assembly' Mosque) and a dome in 995 II (1387 A D ), during the reign of Akbar 3 
I have deciphered the text as follows — 
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Plato XI(B) 
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1 A woll known Bajing of tho Prophot Muhammad Sco Karzu'l ‘Utnmal, Hyderabad lithograph, Vol IV r 
p 139 

* Raison, 23° 20' N and 77° 47' E , is tho headquartors of a A izamal in tho Bhopal State It is twelve 
miles from Salamatpur, a station oh tho G I P Railway Thoro is bus serrico botweon Salamatpur and Raiscn. 

* Briggs, II, GO 

1 Ibid , IV, 122 and Zafam’l JFahA, Vo] I, p 203. 

Malwa was conquered by Akbar in 1501 A D- , 
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J. JtiANSLATION 

The praise (lit unit) ) of the Holy nnd Most High God, the eulogy of Muhammad the Chosen 
Prophet, and tho encomium of Ills Mojest) the Solomon like lang 

(1) Thanks unto Most High God, "Who is e\cr lasting nnd tho creator of etcry effort (?), 
(the creator of Muhammad) the Chosen and of c\er> (other) leader 

(2) Thou art Almiglitly, Thou art Compassionate . . 

■alien Thou wiliest Thou bestowest innumerable crow ns on a beggar 

(3) 0 King of lungs, I have no refuge except Thee Thou mn)est dmc away a king nnd 
place the diadem on the head of a beggar 

(4) Thou mayest place the pious at the entrance of Hell , Thou ma)est giro the gardens of 
Paradise to the sinful 

(5) Thou art the refuge of the universe, I cra\c Thee 0 God , if Thou desirest, Thy benevo- 
lence protectest an humble being 

(6) Kaf 1 . . implied , Eaf . 

• - added (?) further wisdom 

(7) 0 Benevolent, when Thou desirest Thou placest a crown on every head Thou takest 
away the life from the living and bestowest life on the dead 

(8) During the reign of the king of kings, the monarch who is clad in the garment of a den ish 

the world conquering king, . of the crown of Solomon, who is our lord 


1 Eaf is tho initial letter of tho word Kvn- (moaning ’ ho ’) which God said when Ho created tho urni orso 



SOME PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS 'OF LODI AND“MUQHAL SULTANS 


r 2l 


(9) The master (z e , the builder) of this Sun like dome, the orb of the Pearl Mosque, is Mabk 
Ragi son of Ohhani the well known fief holder I 1 

(10) The emperor has bestowed upon him the title of Ghanimu’l Mulk (the Crusader of the 

State) , . his name to heaven by . . 

God ( ' 

(11) The Sun-like Qamarl Gliammu’l 1 Mulk, laid the foundation of this domed mosque , 
may both the worlds be joyful every moment 

(12) This assembly mosque is the abode of God (Ka'ba) for the (performance of) compulsory 

prayers, and the other that is the garden laid out by Khurshid (Ghammu’l Mulk) is the paradise 
of the world 11 

(13) The flower-bud of this garden is such that thou mayest behold in it the show of the world, 
it will refresh thee, console thy heart and soul, and will not stare at thee 

(14) In the world I have noticed . some laws ( ? ) 

but I have seep no building like it I ( 

(15) The mosque with a beautiful arch, the floral designs of which have been wrought by a 

genius whose art shows perfection in every thing 1 

(16) Mahdi time has given this - mosque and 

the dome the appropriate name of Baglii Kbur (the Sun gardens) 

(17) By the grace of God this assembly mosque was completed m 995 H (1567 A D ) 


SOME PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS OP THE PERIOD OP TH H! LODI AND MUGHAL 

SULTANS OP DELHI 

By M mjlawi Shamsuddin Ahmad, M A , Indian Museum, Calcutta 

In the present paper I venture to study a few Persian inscriptions of the perjod of the Lodi 
pnd Mughal kings of Delhi These form part of the Muslim Gallery of the Archseological Section 
of the Indian Museum , 

l j l 

No 1 

i t 

The first inscription to be dealt with is an epitaph of four lines in verse, each line being isolated 
between a pair of raised borders It is carved on a spotted red stone measuring 3' 64" x 1' 7V 
The first and the third lines terminate each in a spirally wound twig with foliage at the end, while 
the second and the fourth rows are preceded by similar twigs but without foliage 

The slab was discovered while ploughing a field near a cemetery at Patlali in the District 
of Etah, U P , by a farmer, from whom Mr Cotton, I C S., the Magistrate of the District, acquir- 
ed it through Sayyld Ahsan Shah, a Talisildar of Aligarh, and presented it to the Indian Museum 
in 1926 The stone has cracked vertically in the centre, being divided into two halves 

The epigraph is an elegy reminding casual visitors of the difference between the 
dead and the living, and imploring blessings from them when they happen to pass by the 
grave , 

The style of writing is Nasjthoi clear and elegant execution , the curves and sweeps- of the 
letters bear considerable affinity to those noticed m the inscription of Ibrahim Lodi 1 and other 

’ v ♦ t i J •)/ I ) 

} Blochmann, P A S B , 187,2, pp 166^67, t * 1 i > i » « r 
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records o£ the Lodi kings of Delhi This shows that the epigraph, though devoid of any date or 
other direct evidence, belongs unmistakably to the Lodi period, i c , between the 3 ears 1451 and 
1520 A D The language is Persian and the inscription reads ns follows — 

Pinto XII(a) 

y ( 1 ) 

£j j5 dJ ji> (2) 

isz) m/* ait ( 3 ) 

& y ^ (4) 

TRANSLATION 

To day I am afflicted with sorrow (while) jou arc not , reduced to dust, underneath the fold 
of tho earth, I ha\c been (wlnlo) }ou arc not When you reach the head of im dust (grave), 
recite tho ‘ Futiha ’ (pra)cr for the departed soul of a person), ns a mar) of gratitude that I am 
in this state (while) 3011 arc not 

No 2 

Inscription No 2 of this group pertains to the reign of emperor Jahangir and is caned in 
relief on a spotted red sandstone Thcfllnbbcnringthcinscriptionmcamircs 2’ CJ'yl'S' Apart 
from the fact that the tablet wns presented b} Matilavi Abtfl llnsan Hacjqaniof Delhi to the 
Indian Muspum m 192(i, no further detail relating toitsprosemnee or discos cry could be traced 

The record refers to the rcnosation of a well owned b) one Mir fcnj}Id Isnni'il during the 
reign of Jahangir The author of the epigraph has used m the sixth line the expression ^.. yj J-'y 

meaning * mending,’ ‘ repair restoration ’ and the like, and ns such it presupposes the existence 
of the well long before, which wns onl3 renosnted in the tune of emperor Jnhiinglr 1 The part 
bearing the date has peeled off, and thus the exact 3 car is left undetermined 

The inscription consists of sc\cn lines The sty 1c of writing is Aasta'liqol nn inferior type, 
thus contrasting greatly with other specimens of this monarchs’ records on stone The language 
is Persian The epigraph reads ns follows — 

Pinto XII(b) 

1 * 1^1 f 1 ( 1 ) 

*- -v.0* jC »U (2) 

' I y* (3) 

t -'j p (4) 

jLioLl (5) 

1 1 am afraid Maulawi ShamBuddm’s new that the well was onlj repaired daring Jahangir’s reign is not 
conect for means ‘ to out ’, * to how nnd ns in digging a well rocks often appear thoro can 

not ho more appropriate words than for digging a well — [Editor] 
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Oi) 1 1 y-; 3 ^ 4i " ( 6 ) 

I* <>" k JY& (7) 


TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Clement Thin well is the property of Mir Say yld 
Icml'll, and has been repaired ( ? ) in the reign of Nuru’d Din Muhammad Jahangir, Bndshah 
OTiarl, dated 11 (?) of Jumlida I in the year 10 . . 


No 3 

This inscription belongs to the reign of Muhammad Shah of Delhi (A D 171948), and is 
interesting as it throws some light on the early history of Dacca (Bengal) It is m 
raised letters on a thick black slab measuring 2' 3*Xl* 2j* My te\t and translation of this 
epigraph has c been published pros lsionally m the Annual Report of the Archccological Survey 
of India for 1927 28, p 152 The tablet vv ns discovered in Dacca, and was acquired for the 
Indian Museum through Ilaklm Hnbibu’r Rahman, a citizen of that town, in 1927 

The inscription refers to laving the alignments of shops at the Chovvk of Tahiinglrnagar (Dacca) 
by MursJLud Qull Khan during the rule of Muhammad Shah in 1111 Et (1728 A D ) This 
Mursjiid Qull Khan should not, hov.cv or, be confused with his name sake who was the Nawab 
Niirnn of Bengal. The two cognomens, Tahanglrnagnr nnd Mursjjid Qull Khan, referred to 
in this epigraph, need some elaboration nnd I gi\c below a brief note on each 

From the a ery carl) periods of Muslim rule m India, Dacca lnd the privilege of being the 
Viceregal capital of Bengal In 1607 Islam Khan was appointed the Viceroy 1 , and the next year he 
transferred Ins seat of government for administrative reasons from Rljmahal to Dacca, and re- 
named it Tnhunglrnngar after the name of the then reigning sov crcign 

Lutfi ‘All Khun or Mirza Lutfu’lliih, surnamed Murshid Qull Khan, Was the son of Hap Shu- 
kru’llah TabrIzI of Iran, who leaving his birth place came to India nnd settled in Surat where Lut- 
fu’inh was born In early life, Lutfu’llah proceeded to Bengal with a view to carrying on his 
paternal collingnsa merchant Shuju'u’d Daula, Governor of Bengal, perceiving in him a pro- 
mising youth of excellent, parts, formed an alliance by marrying lus daughter to lum, nnd offered 
him the Deputy Gov ernorship of Jnlunglrnagnr (Dacca) During his regime here, Lutfu’llah sent 
a contingent of troops to Tippcra under Ilablb Khan, his Deputy nnd Chief Adviser, who 
stormed the fort of Chandigarh, the residence of the Rajii, and forced the latter to submit In 
recognition of this meritorious service, ShupVu’d Daula conferred on him the title of Bahadur. 
Later he was transferred to Orissa, and after the death of Navv ib Ja'far Kbiin in 1138 H 
(1725 A. D ) began to be called Murshid Qull Khan On the recommendation of Naw ab Shujil'u’d 
Daula, he received the further distinction of Rustam i Jang from Muhammad Sh ab, the Emperor 
of Delhi Later on, he was removed from the gov ernorship of Orissa, nnd in retaliation he joined 
the Mnrathns and gave much trouble to ‘AliwardI Khun, the then Governor of Bengal He was, 
howev cr, defeated by the Navv fib’s army, and fled to the Dcccan where NizamulMulk Asafjah 
gav c him a shelter He stayed therefor some timcand died m 1164 H (1750 A D) s 

1 }■ artem Ucnpal Diflrid Gazrltcrr Vol \, Dacca, p 2G Jfa'asirv’l Uvwra Vol 1 p 118 
3 Ma'tvsiru’l Umara, Vol HI, pp 751 755, A Snlum’n Iran. lUSca's Salajin, pp 2DS 90 
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The inscription consists of two fines m verse, and is curved in four panels, each containing a 
licmiHf itch The style of «cript m plain Na'ttVllq and exhibit* a pleasing apecimcn of the art of 
calligraphy that reached a high water mark m the palmy days of the Mughal supremacy and was 
in later years on the wane 

My reading of the inscription is nn follows — 


Pinto XII(c) 



1 i J&- 


jfa]* <£ (1) 

S' 

L* 

j| 

' — ^ (2) 


nn 

TRANSLATION 


In the time of Muhnmmnd Sbfdi, the pi- 1, shops at the cho. k of .Tnlmtigirnngar r ere built by 
Murslud Quit Ivlptn who said, 1 * Let n munorml of us remain in this chowk ’ 

No 1 

Inscription No 1 consists of eight lines in ver e, and is eon ed in relief tn a square area on a 
Tound tablet of black stone The formation of (he slal> w hirh is provided v ith three low s'nnds at 
the bottom Mtggests that it originally wrvul the owner for sonn ii'»ful domestic purpose, and 
MibsiqucntU was used ns nn nisi nptional tahht The stone me mires approximately I' 0* in 
diameter 

The inscription records the erection of nn ‘Idgiih (a place for congn gation d prayer on the 
first day of isjmwwul and 1 0th of JMi’l Hnjj) and give 1 the chronogram and the name of the 
donor, Mot! Mirdah, a fmijdvr in the reign of Mimnd bh7h and during the viceroy alty of 'AhwardI 
Khan m 11G3 II (1710 ,70 A 1) 1 

Mirra Bandi (nftervnriK ‘Minardi Khan) n as tlm son of HajI Muhammad, a steward in the 
establishment of Prince Muhammad V/arn ijin'di (third son of \urnng7cb) 1 Hard prc'-edhy want 
and privation, beset out for Uengal with a view to making his fortune in the Court of tjhujii'u’d 
Dauln, the then Governor of the province, with whom he had previous acquaintance bJiujii' 
received him cordially, honoured hun v ith the title of ‘ Minardi KVm, and conferred on him the 
deputy ship of Patna winch had been reeontlv annexed to I5eng.il In later days he was, m 
recognition of Ins good services, raised to the rank of Mahillmt Tang On the death of i$huju‘u'd 
Dauln, he took it into Ins head to hci70 Bengal and proceeded to Mur-'litdiib.7d at the bead of n 
strong army Sarfar.l? KT)5n, son of bhujii'u’d Haul >, was defeated and killed in 11 73 II (1710 
AD), and ‘Alivvardl carried the field lie then firmh established himself at Munjndabad, the 
capital of Bengal, and after a rule of thirteen v ears died in 11 GG II (1752 \ D) s 

The next important figure in the inscription 13 the donor of the ‘Idgiih who has been styled ns 
mirdah, a term applied during the Mughal period to the Commander of ten or chief of the mace- 
bearers whose wages ranged from 120 to 200 dams or Its 3 to 11s 5 per month 3 A Mirdah, 
therefore, occupied a low social position and the title is still to be met with mamly in Eastern 
Bengal He has been further mentioned ns a jaujddr, who was the Chief Executive Officer in a 

1 According to A Knliim (Trnn Jl,u: , p )G2) ‘Ahwardi Kljnn ruled in Mur^hidiibud for 1C v car 3 and died 
on Saturday, 0th Kajnh, 1109 II (17 >G A I) ) 

5 Ma'annt'l Umari i, Lng translation 7 ol I, p 203 OS, A S B cd 

' Abu’l Fail, A’tni Al bari, p 188, A S B od. 
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Chahla, next to the Subedar,' who had to take cognizance of all criminal matters occurring' 
within his jurisdiction, keep vigilance over the refractory elements and maintain peace m the' 
District 1 A faujdar was thus a man of much influence and occupied a good secular position 1 ; 1 

It may be observed that Moti Mirdah, the donor, must have originally had a low social posi- 
tion but m later life rose by dint of his ability to a high rank as fairjdar , 

The locality of the ‘Idgah to which the inscription refers, is wrapped m obscurity, as the 
place where the tablet was found is unknown There occur m the epigraph, however, two words 
which are significant and furnish us with a clue to determine roughly the locality of the ‘Idgah 
One of the two words is ‘ mirdah ’ which is already commented on , while the second one is 
(yamm) meaning ‘the ocean ’, ‘a mighty deep’, ‘a sea with no shore m sight ’, ‘a great river ’ This' 
last meaning must have been m view of the author when inscribing this record There are two 
great rivers that' flow through Eastern Bengal , one of the two is Padma which is formed by the 
confluence of the Brahmaputra or the Jamuna and the Ganges at a place about 14 miles lower down 
Nathpur in the Manikganj sub division where the former enters the Dacca District The second 
one is Meghna, which is the name applied to the lower reaches of the river that rises on the Southern 
slopes of the mountain range, and flowing through the Surma valley m Assam, discharges its waters 
mthe mighty Padma near Rajbari (Dacca) 

In view of the circumstances stated above Mot! Mirdah, the donor of the ‘Idgah, must have 
been a resident of East Bengal where the title mirdah is still prevalent among the mediocre and 
common rank of the population , and the ‘Idgah mentioned in the epigraph must have been 
situated somewhere m the vicinity of the Dacca District either on the bank of the Padma or Meghna 
As that part of Bengal is intersected by myriads of rivers and, as such, subject to constant flood- 
ing, the ‘Idgah could not be traced at the present day 

The style of writing is Nasta‘liq, and represents a poor specimen of Persian palaeography. 
The inscription reads — 

Plate XlII(a) 

*JJ| 1)14111) (lj 

^U| ^0 (2) 

( 3 ) 

xJy ( 4 ) 

f i ifac L> (5) 

gp jt- y ■ (g) 

Ok) >11** i f UojJj (7) 

1 1 *i r **" ( 8 ) 


TRANSLATION 

There is no god but He, Muhammad is His prophet In the days of Ahmad Shah, the generous, 
(and during the governorship of) ‘Allwardi (Khan) of courteous disposition (and) with the end- 

1 A’in p 283 
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ca\ our ol Mott Mirdnh, the Jnnplar, an 'Idgnli vns built near the great n%cr The vise leader 
(preacher of sermon) said for chronogram, “It rcitmblra the temple of Mecca” The year 
1103 Hijn 

The date of the inscription is expressed in the chronogram, ^ >tJ A * t each letter of 
ss Inch represent a number, and the date 1103 is found by adding together the snlue of the lettera 
comprising the phrase 

No f. 

Tlie fifth inscription, a fragnientan one ron»istmp of three lines, liken iae In-lones to the 
period of Ahmad Jebfdi tin emperor of Dtllu, and ia intf resting because it records tlmchrono 
logs of rep ura and ri nos at ions introduced iti the am tent fort of Jkarnbati at Cut tael The inscrip- 
tion ia in raiaed litters on a small gri s granite alnb measuring Yyh 5* 1 he tablet along 

with the faeainnlc of an in eription s ere aernred from tin fort of Barnlmti and present'd by Mr 
M luttoc to the \< mtte f-ocicts of Hmgal in lb >3, s hence the former nlon*' haa Fub»»'qncntlr 
been transferred and exhibited in the Mu dun gallery of the Archer ological Section, Indian 
Museum 

The fort of Bar ib'iti was built bs Mul undo Dos a, the fast independent Hindu King svho had 
usurped the throne of Orts-a in I'bObj 1 dime Mice' stifls thefolnat rnleraof tl e Bhoi ds nasty 
It w is situated on the South bank of t he Mali inadi, a fos miles to tin \\ < at of Cutt-wl town whore 
the Mahanadi is ramilied into it i «cser.d branch* i The exet limit position and nrturnl* length 
of the place, being surrounds d In the s at*'r i of the Mahanadi on tin North and tin kntjtiri on the 
South, induct d Muhundn Di s a to oreet the fort (o r ch fi nee agnimt the inro ids of th* m iphbmiring 
powers The citaihl had mm courts, one imide the other, and the imiermo t tw o wire rc<» rsed 
for the residence of the ro\al household AhuT 1 rjl dwelt at length on the de*enpnon of rhi* 
castle' and recorded f hot it was a fine pilau of the tune , while \\ dbam Burton, v ho smted it m 
1033, was so much strucl vitli the epltndotir and magnifiicticc of tin stalls court that he termed 
it a 1 labsnntli of building*’ 1 

On the subjugation of Ores- a bs the Mu-dials m 1370, the fort passed into the hands of the 
conquerors, and Cuttack was made the capital of the Mughal Subt dar < fv senl additions and 
alterations to the citadel wire efint< d during this period One of tie important change-, forming 
the mnin subject of this paper, was the construction of the great arclnd gates* as in the Eastern 
face of the fort in the fourth sear of Ahmad Hindi’s reign i r ,in 1701 ’ 3 This incident was, howeser, 
recorded in a Peman inscription, n facsimile of which was later on procured from the fort and 
presented', along ssith this m-< riptional tablet al*o from the s-amefort,to tin Asiatic f-ociotx of 
Bengal, Calcutta No tracts of the famous palace with nine courts of Baja Mukunda Desn arc 
to he found now except the remains of e fess bcwlpturcd stone pieces Ismg scatttred ssitlnn the 
walls of the once splendid cit ulel 

The epigraph bears onls the date 1165 H (1751 A D ), sshich ssaa the fourth wear of the reign 
of Ahmad Sjifili Bahadur, and nho the date when the constructional changes in the fort had 
taken place 

The nbose circumstances coupled watli the fact that the date recorded in the present epigraph 
coincides exfictls with the construction of the gatewas in the Bnrabuti fort, prose almost conclu- 
s»' els that this slab must huso formed part of the historical inscription of which only a facsimile 
was procured by Mr lxittoe 

The style of writing is clear Nasta'liq of nice execution and the language is Persian The 
inscription rend® 

’AWlInrl A’im Ubnri, p V)2 \ S B edition. 

* Bengal Dislncl Gazetteer, Cuttacf, Vol II, p 200 


3 lb id.p 200 
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Plate XIII(b) 

i j UwaL j s ^~ w (l) 

jW ; (2) 

sLwoIj jUi i>«^) (3) 

TRANSLATION 

(la) the year one thousand, one hundred and sixty five, corresponding to the fourth year 
of the reign of Ahmad Shah Badshah GhazI 


No 6 

Inscription No 6, the last of the series, is dated 1212 H , and is carved on a coarse 
sandstone (12 5* x9 5") The tablet bearing the inscription is said to have found in the remains 
of a dilapidated mosque in the vicinity of Berhampore town in the Mnrshidabad District, but 
the exact locality could not be traced It contains four hnes of writing m verse, including the 
bismi’lla, the commencing verse, and records the erection of a mosque by one Faqir Talib This is 
followed by the chronogram 

The slab was procured by Maulawi Muhammad Sefatulla, Sub Inspector of Schools of the 
District, from a labourer and presented to the Indian Museum in 1928 The epigraph has been 
provisionally noticed in the Annual Report of the Archceological Survey of India for 1928 29, 
page 131 

The style of writing is plain Nasta'liq and the language is Persian My reading of the inscrip- 
tion is given below — 


Plate XIII(c) 

(jkUjI | if JIJd 

in l* «»*• if Ju*T Jo U) 

TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Clement, Faqir Tahb, the mystic (Sufi), and the follower 
of Murtaza (‘All), whose attributes are glowing through the love of Mustafa (Prophet), has 
erected a house with the sincerity of a powerful (virtuous) soul , wisdom sought its date from the 
guardian angel in the invisible region, and a voice whispered in the mind’s ear that (it was) the 
mosque “ Gharbi ”, the year 1212 Hi]n (1797 A D) 

The date of the inscription has been expressed here by the chronogram and according 

to Abjad System, the numerical value of each letter contained m it, being added together yields 
the year 1212 H, 
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Ajudhan (modem Pak Patan) 19 
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Babar (Emperor of Delia) 17, 24 
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Port) 

27 

Bahadur Shah of Gujarat 

24 

Bahadur Shah, Sultan Ghiyatbu’d Din of 
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Bengal 
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BandasI Ra’i, Hindu governor of Ghoraghat 

4 

Bander Mosque at Dabhol 

12 

Banerjee, R D 

4 

Bangarmau, District Unao 

19 

Barabati (Port) at Cuttack 

32 

Baradargah or IsmiViIpiir, Rangpur district 

4 

Barbak Shah, sec Ruknu’d Din 

4 

Bengal, ‘Alau’d Din Husam Shah of 

4, 6, 23 

Bengal, ‘Aliwardi Khan, Governor of 

29, 30 

Bensal, Ghiyatbu’d Dm Muhammad Shah of 

7 
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4 

Bengal, Shuja'u’d Daula, Governor of 

29 
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22, 23 
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16 
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22 
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31 
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6 

Bricks ( lalhaurl ) 

19 
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1 
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32 
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Daulat Kbn i), son of Husain Klifin 1, 2 
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Debd ot, Dmajpnr district 21 

Dikshit, IC. N , Superintendent, Arch to 
logical Section, Indian Museum, Calcutta 0 

F 

Fnridun (Kins of Persia) 10 

Fandu’d Din, Ganj Sbal nr of Piik I’atnn 
Sco Shni[_h Inridud Din Ganj Mini nr of 
Pnl Pntnn 18 

Fnrrtikb Mmh (Ruler of Kabul) 18 

Fa tb SlmlT 1 

rfitilin (Prajer for tlio departed) 28 

rnqlr Tiilib 01 

Fatijdnr - 10, Jl, 12 

Firozpiir, Mnlda district G 

Firo7 Shull 1 

Fort (Non fort at Piilnmon) 22 


G 


Gajapati, Raja of Orissa 1 

Ganj i Shaker (sco MniJJi Tamili d Din 
Ganj i Shakar) 18, 10 

Ganges . . 7, 8, 13, Jl 

Gaur, Golden Mosque of G 
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Ghiyathu’d Dnnyii avnddin Abu’l Muzaffnr 
Bahadur Shall of Bengal 
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1J 


12 
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, Habash Khiin 1 

Habib Khan 20 

Habib Ulklh 20 

Haji Muhammad, father of ‘Aliwardi Khan 
and steward of Muhammad A'znm Shall 30 

Haji Muhammad Qandhari (historian) 1 


Haji Miiikru’lln TabrizT, father of Luff 1 
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All 

Kh'in 

29 

Hal im Hnbibn’r Rnlim m of Dicca 

29 

Humid Dim Jutland, Maul mu 

3 

Hasan 

10 

Ilimu 

8 

Horn, rani Dr 

20 

Horoi it7, J 

G 

Ho Jiang, tomb at Mundu 

(foot note) 
22 

Humfi} On of Delhi 8, 10, 17, 

(foot note) 
18, 19, 20 

Hunm\un, lihran of 

18 

IIuBJin Ahmad, tho senbo 

18, 10 

Husain Khan 

1,2 

Husain Mi all ‘Alau'd Din (King of Bengal) 

2, 3, 4, 1, 0, 
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J 

Jnlmnhb'id nest of Ilooghly 4 

lahan^ir'i 8 

Jalmn.Ir, Emperor of Delhi (Kuru’d Din 
Muhnmmnd) 10, 2S, 29 

Jnh'imnrnngar (modern Dacca) 20, JO 

Jnlnlu'd Dm Muhammad A1 bar (sec A! bar) 15 

Jogidiis (Accountant) L7 


K 

KiVba (the sanctuary at Mecca) 
Kalmdch (Gualior State) 

Knlia Nag 

Kamro (Kiimrup), Assam 
Kuntadufir, Tort of 
Katjuri (river) 

Khanqah at Shaikh SarVi, Delhi 
Khargrnm, Mtwslndabad district 
Khi7r Khan 


13, 14 
1J 
5 
4 
32 
IS 
23 
7 
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Muhammad Vram Shah, third son of 
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court calligraphist of \hbar 14, 15 

Muhammad Shall (Mughal emperor of Delhi) 29, 30 
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Mira I utfu'lla, Deputy Governor of 
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Mus(nfubld (modern Dabhol) 11 

Mtimflnr Shah, Sultan of Bengal 1 
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Xaim (Pecudo nnmo of Muliimmnd MuNum) 15 

Xilsirn d Dm pee Ilum Iv fin) 17, 18 

Xut-nlull, Kntuah subdivision, Burduan 
district 3 

Xnthpnr Mnmh Ganj sub division 31 

Xnvvnb To hr Khan of Bengal 29 

Xnarub ‘dmjn u’d Dauln of Bengal 29, 30 
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Karim, M 1) 

Xirltnu’l Mull A if bill of Hyderabad 29 

Xftru d Dm Muhammad Jahlngir (sco 
Jahangir) 29 

O 

Orchlia . , , 10 

P 

Pat mil, Fta district , , 27 

Pir Ahmad 12, 13 

Pir Gnnj (Police Station), Hnngpur distnot 14 

Pir Muhammad ‘ Midu’Ua (bco Pir Ahmad) 12 

Puraiia Qd‘a at Palumau 22 
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27 

QI;I Ahmad 
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20 
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• 
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Paisen Tort m Bhopal State 

24 

Rdjbari (Dacca) 

29 

Kama £handraji 

23 

Rehatesk 

21 
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INSCRIPTIONS FROM THU BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 
By Dr M Nazim, Ph D 
Inscriptions at A'hvnadnagar 

Ahmadnagar is situated on the banks o£ the river Sma about 75 miles north east of Poona 
and 130 miles east of Bombay It is the headquarters of the Ahmadnagar district and is included 
m the land known as Maharashtra 

The first Muslim invasion of the Deccan took place in 1294 A D when ‘Ala’u’d-Dln id the 
time of his uncle Sultan Jalalu’d Din Khaljl attacked Ramadeva, the ruling prince of Devagui, 
and returned with immense booty In 1306 A D , Malik Kaffir, the famous general of ‘Ala’u’d- 
Dln Jvkaljl, conquered the greater part of Maharashtra, distributed it among his officers and con- 
firmed Ramadeva in his government Ramadeva was succeeded by his son Sankaradeva who 
was not well disposed towards the Muslims In 1312 A D , Malik Kaffir seized and put him to 
death The country was not however properly subdued and during the disturbances caused by 
the death of ‘Ala’u’d Din, Harapfiladeva, son in-law of Ramdeva, recovered the whole of 
Maharashtra In 1318 A D , Qutbu’d Din Mubarak Shah, son and successor of ‘Ala’u’d Din Khaljl, 
marched towards the Deccan to chastise Harapaladeva who fled at his approach, but was pursued, 
seized and put to death After this, Maharashtra was ruled by governors appointed from Delhi 
and stationed at Devagiri In 1326 27 A D , Muhammad b Tughluq, Emperor of Delhi, made 
Devagiri his capital and changed its name to Daulatabad A few years later there were wide- 
spread disorders m the Deccan which culminated in the establishment of the BaihmanI dynasty 
When Muhammad b Tughluq changed the capital from Daulatabad to Delhi, and conferred 
the government of Maharashtra on Qutlugh Khan who had been his tutor m early life, he permitted 
several of the imperial officers to stay behind to help Qutlugh Khan m his work One of these 
was ‘Ala’u’d-Dln Hasan, the future founder of the BaihmanI dynasty In the month of Ramazan 
745H (January 1345), Sultan Muhammad b Tughluq proceeded to Gujarat, 1 * and after bringing it 
hack to allegiance, sent an officer to summon the chief foreign amirs of Maharashtra to his presence 
They were called from their respective provinces, and sent under an escort of 1,500 horse to the 
royal presence Suspecting that the Sultan wanted to take their lives, they entered into a confe- 
deracy, killed the commander of their escort, captured Daulatabad, and proclaimed Mahk Isma‘11 
Makh Af gh an, one of their leaders, as their king with the title of Nasiru’d-Din The new king 
bestowed on ‘Ala’u’d-Dln Hasan the title of Zafar Khiin and a jagir When Muhammad b Tu gh luq 
received intelligence of these happenings, he proceeded personally to Daulatabad, and was on 
the point of quelhng this insurrection when lie was called away to Gujarat on account of the rebel 
bon of Taghi In the meantime, Zafar Khan’s power increased so much that Nasirn’d Din who 
was old and infirm voluntarily resigned the kingship in his favour Consequently Zafar Khan 
assumed sovereignty under the title of ‘Ala’u’d Dawlah wa’d Din Abu’l Muzafiar Baihman Shah 
on Friday, 24th Rabi‘-II, 748H (3rd August 1347) 3 

During the disturbances that ended m the establishment of the BaihmanI dynasty, the Kolis 
who inhabited the hills to the west of Ahmadnagar gained a great measure of independence and it 
was probably to keep them m check that the fort named Panah l-lslam was built at Bhmgar m 
the year 778H (1376-77 AD), m the reign of Muhammad Shah BaihmanI, son and successor of 
‘Ala’u’d-Dln Hasan, by a nobleman named Badru’d-Dln Hilal and entitled Mahku’sht sharq, i e , 

1 See Tu’riUi i FiruzshaJa by IJiyau'd Din Barani, pp 507,511 2 Fmtfita. (Nevral Kishoro ed ), Vol J, p 141, 

incorrectly gives 7 18H (1347 A D ) as the date of the S ultra's march to Gujarat 

- See Firishia , Vol I, p 277 
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Governor of the East After this time very little is known about the history of the Ahmadnagar 
district till the reign of Muhammad fchah Bajhmani II when it was included m the ]agir of Nizam- 
u’l-Mulk Baihrl 

After the death of Mahmud Gawan which was brought about by a conspiracy of the Deccani 
noblemen, Nizamu’l Mulk Baihrf, their leader, was appointed minister He entrusted the manage 
ment of his jagir which included the present district of Ahmadnagar, to his son Ahmad and strength- 
ened his position by taking promises of fidelity from several of the noblemen Ahmad fixed his 
headquarters at Junnar and brought peace and order to the country in his charge by wise admims 
tration On the assassination of Nizamu’l Mulk Hasan in 891 H (1486 A D ) as the result of 
a court intrigue, Ahmad assumed the titles of his father and defied the authority of Ins BaihmanI 
suzerain Several armies were sent against him and though defeated at times, he was able to hold 
his own In 893 H (1490 A D ) Jahangir Khan was placed m command of a huge army to crush the 
pow cr of Ahmad After several indecisive actions, the two armies met at Bhmgar about two miles 
to the north east of the present site of Ahmadnagar, and m the battle that follow r ed Jahangir w as 
defeated and killed To commemmorate this victory, Ahmad built a palace and laid out an elegant 
garden near the site of the battle A few years later in 900 H. (1494-95 A D ), m the vicinity of 
this garden, he laid the foundation of a city and called it after his own name Ahmadnagar, tk& 
city of Ahmad 1 

After the victory near Bhmgar m 895 H (1490 AD) Ahmad discontinued the name of the 
BaihmanI kings from the JHiutba and openly declared his independence He then fought long 
and hard for the possession of Daulatabad which he ultimately conquered about 905 H 
(1500 A D ) Ahmad died in 914 H (1508 09 A D ) and was succeeded by his son Burhan who 
was only 7 years of age. To strengthen the friendship between Ahmadnagar and Bijapur, a 
meeting was arranged between Burhan Nizam Shah and Isma‘11 ‘Adil Shah m the fort of Sholapur, 
and Blbl Maryam, sister of Isma‘11 ‘Add Shah, was given m marriage to Burhan Nizam Shah As 
part of her dowry, the Bijapur envoy promised to give the fort of Sholapur, but when a demand 
for it w as made by Burhan, Isma‘11 refused saying that his envoy was not authorised to do so 
The fort of Sholapur henceforth became a fruitful source of bloody wars between the two 
kingdoms Burhan Nizam Shah adopted the Sla'a form of Islam, He died in 961 H (1554 AD) 
and w as succeeded by his son usam whose reign is chiefly famous for his confederacy with the 
kings of Bijapur, Bidar and Golcanda in 972 H (1564 A D ) wduch led in the following year to the 
conquest and fall of the Vijayanagar kingdom The victory of Talikot was chiefly due to Husain’s 
personal intrepidity and the splendid work done by Rumi Khan, hiB gunner A few days after 
Ins return to Ahmadnagar, Husam died m 973 H (1565 66 A D ) of a disorder brought about by 
lus excesses 

Husain was succeeded by his son Murtaza, commonly called the Mad Being a minor, the 
goi crnment of the kingdom was carried on by his mother Khunza Humayun till 977 H 
(1569 70 A D ), when he assumed direct control In 980 H (1572 73 A D ), he conquered Barar 
■md rt\ aged Khandesh up to Burhanpur Shortly after this, Murtaza lost his reason and the 
go\ ernment of the kingdom was carried on mostly by his ministers Murtaza took it into his 
head that his son Minin Husain was scheming to dethrone him He, then, attempted to put 
him to death but Mlriin Husain managed to escape to Daulatabad, and, with the help of the 
disaffected noblemen, was able, m 996 H (1588 A D ), to capture Ahmadnagar Murtaza who 
was too ill to offer an} resistance was put to death in Rajab 996 (June 1588) and Mlran 
Husain was raised to the throne He inaugurated his reign by giving way to scandalous 
f xces'cs ana exercising tne most wanton cruelties Ho put 15 princes to death m one day, 
m the educe of fns minister Mirza Khun whom also he afterwards tried to put to death 
But Mirz < Khm cleverlt seized the king on 16 Jumadl-I, 997 (23rd March, 1589), and had 

> S.t ,'Ja ufjirv'l lv nru, Vo! Ill, p 000, and Fmfhta, Vol II, p 07, 
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him beheaded The reign ,o£ Miran Husam lasted only 10 months After his 
assassination, Mirza Khan raised to the throne a prince named IsmaTl, son of Burhan, son of 
Husam Nizam Shah, but after a brief reign of two years, he was supplanted m Rajah 999 (May 
1591) by his father Burhan, who after an unsuccessful attempt to capture the throne from his brother 
Murtaza had sought the protection of the Emperor Akbar Burhan was an old man when he as- 
cended the throne, notwithstanding which he gave himself up to pleasure His reign was chiefly 
occupied by wars with Bijapur and the Portuguese in both of which he was unsuccessful He 
died in Sha'ban 1003 (April 1695) and was succeeded by his sop Ibrahim who was killed m a battle 
with the Bijapur army only 4 months after his accession to the throne After this Miyan Manjhu, 
the minister, raised a boy named Ahmad, son of Shah Tahir, to the throne m Zul-Hajja 1003 (August 
1595) As Ahmad’s royal descent was disputed, Ohand Bibi, the daughter of Husain Nizam Shah 
and widow of ‘Afi ‘Adil Shah I, raised to the throne her grand-nephew named Bahadur, son of Ibra 
him, and grandson of Burhan Nizam Shah who was then only one year and 7 months of age, in 
Muharram 1004 (September 1595), and took the management of the state m her own hands About 
this time in Rabi'-II, 1004 (December 1595), Prince Murad appearedbefore Ahmadnagar and invested 
the fort Chand Bibi offered a heroic defence and saved the fort by personally superintending the 
work of repairing the breach m the font wall, but she was constrained to accept a treaty by which 
the province of Barar was ceded to the Mughal Empire After this, rival factions struggled for 
power m the state and anarchy prevailed everywhere Taking advantage of tins condition, Akbar 
sent another army to besiege the fort of Ahmadnagar Chand Bibi who knew the distracted condi 
tion of the kingdom and the impossibility of offering a successful resistance, advised surrender to 
the Mughals, but she was misunderstood to be in league with them and was put to death by the 
infuriated 'mob The fort surrendered on the 18th of Safar, 1009 (19th August, 1600), 1 and 
Bahadur Nizam Shah was sent as a prisoner to the fort of Gwalior s 

The nobles raised another scion of the royal family, named Murtaza, son of Shall ‘Ali, son of 
Burhan Nizam Shah I, to the throne with his capital at Parenda Whatever remained of the 
Nizam Shahi kingdom was divided between Malik ‘Ambar and Raju Deccani, both of whom paid 
nominalallegiance to Murtaza In 1016 H (1607 08 A D ), Raju was defeated and Malik ‘Ambar 
became supreme m the state He removed the king to Junnar and carried on the struggle with the 
Mughals About the year 1020 H (1611 AD) Murtaza died and Malik ‘Ambar placed his son 
Ibrahim on the throne 3 Malik ‘Ambar died m 1035 H (1626 AD) 4 and was succeeded m his 
position by his son Path Khan, who put Ibrahim to death in 1041 H (1631 32 A D ), and raised 
his son Husain who was seven years of age to the throne 6 Fath THian was defeated by the 
Mughals in Zu’l-Hajja 1042 (June 1633) and Husain was sent as a prisoner to Gwalior ShahjI 
Bhonsla set up another prince of the Nizam Shahi dynasty and himself assumed the office of 
regent but he was ultimately forced to surrender to the Mughal forces under Khan l-Zaman m 
1046 H (1636 37 AD) 6 Husain was sent to Delhi and thence to Gwalior as a prisoner, and the 
Nizam Shahi dynasty finally came to an end 

After this date Ahmadnagar became a siibah of the Mughal empire and was administered by 
the governor of the Deccan When Chin Quilt h Khan, the Subadar of the Deccan, becamo 

i Elliot and Dawson, Vol VI, p 144 

- The above note on the history o£ Ahmadnagar is based on Ta’riUi i FXrur.sJia.nl of Ziyau’d Din Baranl , 
Ta'rllh i Fmsjita , and the Burhan i Ma'athir of ‘Ali b 'Azlzu’llah fabataba’i, as translated by Lt Colonel T W 
Haig in. tho Indian Antiquary, Vols XL IX, el seq 

, 3 The name of Ibrahim is v gasscd over by all historian^, but see rasonptions Nos 3439 and 3440 belou ,nnd 

Epigraphia Ind Moslemica, 1919 20, p 13 , , 

* Elliot and I)oxL(on, Va\ VI, p 428 

c Bddjahnamah, Vol I, pt l, p 395, pt n, p 42 Busahnu’s Salapn, p 29C 

6 Mj'athiru'l Umara, Vol III, p 403 
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independent, Ahmadnagar was one of the parts of the Deccan which became subject to him and 
remained m the possession of his successors till 1759 A D when it i\as betrayed into the hands 
of the Malirnttas by the Nwiim’s commandant named Qawi Jang si ho lies buried m Ahmadnagar 
(see inscription No 3381) It passed on to the English in 1817 AD u hen it was ceded to them 
by the Pesliava by the Treaty of Poona 1 

Plato I (a) 

No 339P On a stone fixed in the parapet wall of Mulla Masjid at Bhmgar 
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TRANSLATION 

But Allah is the best Keeper, and He is the most Merciful of the merciful ones (Qur'an, x5 
64) 

The fort of Blnnkar became the refuge of Islam, 

There is no fort like it in the world 
No body can raise another fort like this, 

Even if he i\ ere to spend all his property and wealth in the desire. 

The heart of the enemy is frightened and he has a thorn m his eye 

The malefactors coil ruth stomach ache like a snake 

The reign of the master of the rvorld, Muhammad Bnihman Shall, 

Became the strength of Islam and (a source of) security to the people 
(The fort) was constructed bj Maliku’sh-Sharq, Badru’d-Dln Hilal, 

By the grace of Allah, the Eternal, the Unchangeable 
He named this fort Panah-i Islam 

It was completed in (the year) seven hundred and seventy-eight 
May God preserve this Panah (refuge) till the blowing of the Trumpet ' 

May the infidels remain downhearted and enemies oppressed ! 

Bhmgar is an old town and is situated withm a few furlongs of the Ahmadnagar fort The 
inscription given above does not evidently belong to the mosque and must have been brought from 
the turns of the fort the construction of which it records It is the oldest Muslim inscription 

1 See the Gazetteer of Ahmadnagar District, pp 695 96 

7 Tasse numbers refer to the Register of Estampages maintained m the office of the Superintendent, 
Archaological Survey, Western Circle, Poona. 
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m tins district and supplies some very useful historical information According to FinJita, 
Vol II, p 326, Sultan Muhammad Shall Baihman! died on 9th Zu’l Qa'da, 776 (11th April, 
1375), but as the fort is recorded in this inscription to have been completed m the year 778 H 
(1376-77 AD ) and the name of Muhammed Shah Baihmam is also mentioned, it appears that 
the building of the fort took several } ears for its completion and the operations commenced 
during the life-time of Muhammed Shah 

Nothing is known about Badru’d Din Hilal, the founder of the fort, but from his title 
of Mahlu’fh Sharq (Governor of the East) he appears to have been an important nobleman of the 
Baihmani Kingdom The fort v. as probably built, as hinted at m the inscription itself, to keep 
the local Hindu rajas and chiefs m check and to serve as a place of refuge for the Muslim garrison 
and population 


Plate I (b) 

No 3372 On a loose slab of stone lying in the Civil Court 
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TRANSLATION. 

During the time of his majesty, Shah Nizam, 

Shah Ibrahim, the perfect and pure, 

Traveller on the path of religion, without doubt, 

The guide of faith, the leader of saints. 

Resident of Nagaur, the fir (spiritual leader) of the coppersmiths, 

Departed from this transitory world towards eternity 
The departure (death) of that saint, the master of perfection, 

Has left m its place a void 

By the munificence of the Sultan, a high mausoleum 
Was constructed near the TaLya of Kala Shah, 

The divine insperer proclaimed its date 

The knower of God, the guide, ling of generosity 967 

The words Lsw. a (A m the last hemistich yield 967 H (1559 60 A D ) by the Abjad system of 
reckoning 

There is a large population of coppersmiths in Ahmadnagar and they still call themselves 
Nagaurl 
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Plate II (a) 

No 3370 On the outer gate of Farhad Khan’s Mosque 
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TRANSLATION 

During the reign of the perfectly just king Nizam Shah, 

Farhad Khan, who from his heart is a lowly servant, 

Became the founder of a mosque, and by the grace of the king’s beneficence, 

Completed it for the devotionary prayers of the believers 1 

As he was firm in the path of the faith of tlie Prophet and his family, 

Seek the date of this building from firmn'ess of faith ' 967 

The chronogram in the words ji> t_>lu yields 967 H (1559 60 A D ) by the Abjad system 
of reckoning* 

Farhad Khan’s mosque is situated about 130 yards north-east of the Jami‘ Masjid It has 
no special architectural beauty The front is of poiUted arches and the roof has six domes, each 
resting on four pillars The mosque has a paved courtyard m the east of which is Farhad 
Khan’s tomb The inscription stone is fixed^over the outer doorway whrch'opens into the street 


Plate II (b) 

No 3382 On a stone fixed in a corridor to the east, of Maliwada Masjid 
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Note — This inscription is a corrupt copj, made by some illiterate scnbe, of,tbo inscription on Farhad Khan’s 
Mnrjid Ther9 are many mistakes, and the only variation which is worth noting is that of Kb In 1 Zaman in place 
of Inihiid Klidn This mosque is also known as Khan i Zaman’s Masjid It is a small, very plain stono 
buildiug and is devoid of all architectural beantj 


r Elate IU (b) 

No 3367, On a loose slab of stone in, the Do Botl Chlra Tomb 



(a) Inscription on the outer gate of Faihad Khan’s Mosque, Ahmadnagar 
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( b ) Inscription on the Mahwada Masjid, Ahmadnagai 
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(c) Inscription on the tomb of an elephant m the Bagh Rauza, Ahmadnagar 
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the tomb of a Mahawat m the Bagh Rauza, Ahmadnagar 
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(b) Inscription on a loose slab lying in 


the Do Boti Chira Tomb, Ahmadnagar 
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TRANSLATION 

Invoke ‘All, the displayer of miracles, 

(And) tliou wilt find him a help to thee m calamities 
Every care and grief will vanish, 

By thy aid, 0 Muhammad ! by thy aid 0‘Ali 1 0‘AlT 1 

The chief of the Sayyids, Sayyid Muhammad, son of Sayyid Ja'far, Muqarrab Elian! was 
received into the mercy of God in the month of Ra]ab 969 (March 1562) 


Plate II (c) 

No 3377, On the tomb of an elephant m the Bagh Rauza. 


TRANSCRIPT 

TRANSLATION 

And he let down Ins bucket (Qur’an, xu, 19) 

Plate III (a) 

No 3377 On the tomb of the Mahavat of the above elepliant 
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TRANSLATION 

0 Forgiving ' 0 Forgiving 1 0 Forgiving ' 

Say 0 My servants ' who have acted extravagantly against their own souls, do not despair 
of the mercy of Allah , surely Allah forgives the faults altogether , surely He is the Forgiving, 
the Merciful ( Qur'an , vxvix, 53 ) 

The inscription on the tomb of the elephant has reference to an incident m the battle of Tnhkota 
between the Muslim kings of the Deccan and the Raja of Vijayanagar in 972 H (1564 AD) It is 
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stated in the Qur'an, Chapter xn, that when the prophet Joseph was a small boy he was loved very 
much by his father His step brothers grew jealous of lnm and plotted to put him to death With 
this object in view, they took him to the wood one day, but instead of killing him as originally 
planned they threw him into a well After some time “ there came travellers and they sent their 
water drawer and he let down his bucket He said 0 good news * this is a youth , and they 
concealed him as an article of merchandise, and Allah knew what they did ” ( Qur'an , xn, 19 ) 

This incident in the life of the Prophet Joseph is aptly referred to m the inscription on the tomb 
of the elephant Fmrhta, Vol n, p 40 (Newal Kish ore ed ), m his account of the battle of Talikot 
says — “ Ramraja, experiencing a very different reception to what he had expected from the 
Muslims, descended from his palanquin, and seating himself on a square throne 

. ordered all his treasures to be heaped in his presence, and proclaimed that whoever 

would come to him after showing deeds of bravery, would be rewarded with plates full 
of gold and precious stones Delighted with this promise, the infidels 

. made such a charge on the Muslim forces that they lost 

all hopes of success But Husain Nizam Shall remained firm in his position 

and when some of the defeated amirs seeing his standard came to him, he ordered 
them to fire the Malik-i Maidan gun filling it with copper coins After the discharge of the gun, 
he himself led the attack on Ramraja and dispersed his forces Ramraja who was 80 years of 
age, being terrified, again mounted his palanquin At that time one of the furious elephants named 
Ghulam ‘All, belonging to Husain Nizam Shah, reached close to the palanquin of Ramraja, and 
crushed several people to death The bearers of the palanquin, threw it on the ground and fled 
for their lives As the army of Ramraja had been defeated, no one paid any heed to him and he 
was left alone At that time the elephant driver snu the palanquin vhich was decorated and 
m order to take it, he turned his elephant m that direction A Brahmin who had been m the service 
of Ramraja for several years, surmising that perhaps the elephant driver intended to take away the 
palanquin, told him that Ramraja was seated in it, and implored him to provide a horse for him 
say i ng that he would make him the greatest of his noblemen (for this service) When the clephant- 
dnver heard the name of Ramraja leaving the decorated palanquin aside, he ordered the elephant 
to lift Ramraja rains trunk and carried him with the swiftness of clouds 

to Rum! Khan who was the commander of the Nizam Shahi artillery Rum! Khan took lnm with- 
out delay to Husain Nizam Shah who had his head cut of! with a sword 

The inscription on the tomb of the elephant is given for the similarity between the drawing up 
of Joseph by the water drauer and the joy of the Egyptian traveller on beholding him, and 
the lifting of Ramraja by the elephant and the joy of the driver at his unexpected good luck 

Bagk Rauza is situated about half a mile north-west of the city In it lies the mausoleum 
of the first Nizam Snalii king, Ahmad I (1490 1508), which is one of the finest buildings m 
Ahmadnagar Immediately to the left of the southern gateway of the enclosure vail of this 
mausoleum is a stone and masonry platform about 10 feet high and eighteen feet square, on which 
both the elephant and his Mahaiat are supposed to lie buried The tomb of the elephant is 
canopied by a stone slab, supported on a number of elegantly worked stone pillars Close by 
the canopy is the tomb of the elephant’s Malta vat ' 


Plate IV 

No 3466 On a tomb on the road to Newasa, opposite to the Sayyid Sahib’s Tomb, 



Inscription on a tomb opposite to Sayyid Sahib’s Tomb, Newasa Road, Ahmadnagar 
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INSCRIPTIONS PROM TH k BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 


TRANSCRIPT. 

Upper string 
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TRANSLATION 

* Upper string 

We are lovers, our dignity consists m being Idled, 

The sword of love is whetted on the stone of our tomb 
Without a sword thrust of love, we are not leaving the world. 

Leaving the battlefield without receiving a wound is a disgrace for us 
Though I am pelted with the stone of accusation, I am secure, 

As if the stones of accusation are our defence 

Having ensnared us, the beloved is taking us to the gallows, 

0 cup bearer, bring wine as this is the moment of crucial test for us 
We are happy like Katibi that during the prime of the beauty of our beloved 
The world is fragrant with our musk-scattering pen 

Lower string 

The incomparable Gkakb Khan was killed miquitously, 

The time never beheld a unique and experienced person like him 
Athousand pities for that youth who left this garden 
As a martyr and never plucked a flower of hope from this world 
A learned man for the date of the death of Ghahb Khan, 

Wandered much in every direction m the ocean of thought and wisdom. 



JO 


EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


The invisible (raspirer) gave tbc happy tidings into the ear of my heart, 

That he became a martyr to oppression and tyranny by the hand of a Yazld 
As Glialib IQian became a martyr td oppression and tyranny, 

Get the computation of the year of his death from the mm tyred Khan Year 977, 

This inscription is carved in relief on the stone sarcophagus of a tomb It is in a very dila- 
pidated condition and it i§ feared that no trace of the inscription mil remain if steps are not taken 
to presefve It The name of Ghfilib Khan who is said to have died young in a fight does not 
appear in books on history, nor is it possible to ascertain exactly the war in which he was killed 
The verse giving the dato of his death end the date m numerals grv en at the end of the inscription 
are too worn off to bo read properly, and the reading given m the text has been obtained by a close 
study of the inscription on the spotj The words f° rm the chronogram and yield 977 

(1569 70 A D ) 

The ghazal in the upper string has been taken from the diwun of the famous poet Katibl, 
named Shamsu’d Din Muhammad, son of ‘Abdu’Uah of Nlshapur who died m 838 H (1434 
AD)' The ghazal as given in the Kulhyut contains the following additional verso between 
the 4th and 5th lines of the inscription — < 

JdjAoJ k ,Jdj| 

Plato V(a) 

No 3386 &7 Over the Mangaluar gate near the Municipal office 1 
’ TRANSCRIPT 
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TRANSLATION 


ju if y 

2 dAnb 

At f 

Xi dji if yy 0 c.' -j 

1 ) 1 u fyj - 3 


During the penod of the king of the, dignity of Jamshid and glory of Alexander, , , 
Whose best quality is being the name sake of the Lion of God (i a, ‘AH),, 

Murtaza, king of the nation and of the faith, shadow of Allah, 

Through whom the government of the whole of the Deccan is evident 
. . . . . . kings, Ni‘mat Khan, 

Whose action on account of his veracity are all devoid of hypocrisy and dissimulation 
He was favoured as he constructed a house of charity, 

Like unto what his brilliant mind desired 

In that house he constructed cisterns, full of running water, 

And in it he constructed a mosque , and what he did is really justifiable 

*Sce KulUyal i Katib t, fol 237 a. Manuscript No 171 -in the Oriental Public Library at Bankipore 



(a) Inscuption on the Mangalwar Gate neai the Municipal Office, Ahmadnagar 
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Por the dnto of its construction, the old man of wisdom wrote, 

Tins blissful place , tins spot has good wafer and air 

Look at tko chronogram in the last hemistich yields 971 H (1061 A D ) 

Plato V (b) 

No 3383 Over the Mangalwar gate near tho Municipal Offico 


TRANSCRIPT 

i -kLg-^JI i aj , tc AH} ^Jj Ojiu 
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TRANSLATION 

ITJbwuja Husain Sliiih, entitled Ni'innt Elian, may his end be laudable ', m order to get nearness 
to Alliili, the Worshipped, made this endowment consisting of all the confectionary bhops and 
can ansarai and Hammum (t c , bath) situated in tho Barer named Panjslinnbah (t c , Thursday) in 
Ahmndnngar, the seat of government, and all the cultivated portions of Na‘Im Bagh situated in the 
village of Sav nr, for the Nn'Inny} ah Maspd and the running conduits m tho endowed mosque m 
the said Bazar, so that tho income of these may be utilized for the cs3entinl repairs, for the carpets 
and lighting of the mosque and for the conduits And the trusteeship and the work of keeping the 
accounts of the mosque and the said villages, will rest with his children, and the children of his 
children, generation after generation After defraying completely the expenses connected with 
the semces of the niosguc and its repairs, the balance of tho income of the said villages should 
belong to them He who changes it after hearing it, maj the curse of Allah, the angels and men be 
on him This happened m the jeer 980 II (1572-73 AJD ) 

The name of the village Silver cannot bo traced The donor, NPmat JThun, is the same who is 
referred to in inscriptions No 3380 87 and No 3374, which please see 

Plato VI (a) 

No 3371 On a stone fixed in a wall of the Judge’s Court 

TRANSCRIPT. 
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EPIGRAFHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


TRANSLATION 

Its name, on account of the pleasantness of its water and air, 

Became Farah Bakhsji (i c , bestower of ]oy), may it be known thus ! 

As Ni'mat Elian made efforts for its foundation of this garden, 

May his efforts be commended 1 
I sought its date from Wisdom, 

He said, “ 0 God, J cep i 1 inhabited till eternity ” 

This inscription originally belonged to the Farah Bakhsji Garden which is now known as Farah 
Bagh It was laid out by the same Ni'mat Elian whoso name occurs m the two preceding ins- 
criptions The last hemistich, which forms the chronogram, is unfortunately so decayed that it is 
not possible to give any accurate reading of it If howcicr my reading is correct, jj) 

(-> b would yield 981 (157G 77 A D ) ns the date of its construction There is a reference to 
this Garden m the Burhan i-Ma'dlbir, as translated m the Indian Antiquary, Vol LI, p 236 
The account of this Garden gnen m the Ta'rihli i-FiriAila, Vol II, p 143 (Newal Klshore ed ) 
is worth reproduction m full In the account of Murtazs Nizam Shah, it is said “ One of his 
memorials is the Farah Bakhsji Garden, the foundation of which was originally laid by Chingiz 
Elian It was built under the supcnision of Ni'mat Qan Samnani, and was completed in the 
year 982 (1574-75 AD) — the text grtes 902 which is evidently a misprint When Muxtaza 
Nizam Shah went to that Garden for amusement, it did not appeal to him , . 

He dismissed Ni'mat Qian from the post of Superintendent of that Garden, and instructed 
Salabat Qian to pull down the building, on which immense sums of money had been spent, and 
to construct another m its place Shah Ahmad Murtazs Qian Anju, has composed the following 
chronogram about this matter — 

Inform the dancers and singers, 0 King ! 

Visit the Farah Bakhsji Garden, 0 King 1 
For the date of its construction, expel 
Ni'mat Qan from the Farali Bakhhh Garden 

(The chronogram is formed by taking out the numerical \ nine of t e , 1211 

from the numerical value of y ^b which is 2193, leaving 982 (1574-75 A D ) as the date of 
the construction) When the building of the Farah Bakhsh Garden was 

completed a second time m the year 991, Salabat Qan held a great feast m it , 

(Here follows a Qaslda by Malik QummI, m praise of the Garden) 

From this account by Finshta, it appears that the inscription which is at present fixed on Chin- 
giz Qian’s palace (now used as the Judge’s Court) belonged originally to the Garden which was 
pulled down by order of Murtaza Nizam Shah Although the date according to my reading of 
the chronogram differs by 2 years from that given by Finshta, there is no doubt that the inscrip- 
tion belonged to the Farah Bakhsji Garden 

Plate VI (b) 

No 3369 On a gravestone in Faqlrwada 

TRANSCRIPT 
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TRANSLATION 

Happiness and bounty and a garden of bliss And if he is one of those on the right hand, 
then peace to you from those on the right hand ( Qitr'an , lvi, 89 91) The date of the death of 
the pitied and the pardoned wife of ‘Arabshah, daughter of Habib Shah, on the fourteenth of the 
month of Shaw uni, year nine hundred and ninety Year 990 (1582 A D ) 

Plate VI (c) 

No 3378-79 On two stone3 let into the wall of Huntapbu’d-Dln’s Mosque known as Kali 
Maspd, m Burad Gall < 1 

( 

jlhanscript , 

qqf jA (XXm j ijj ^.(-u ( _jl> ^ jb i 

TRANSLATION 

The mosque resplendent with the bght of the Worshipped, ' 

Was constructed by the effort and exertion of Sayjid Muntajib (i e , the chosen Sayyid) 

For the date of its completion, Wisdom found, < 

Its construction teas due to Sayyid Muntajib Year 994 

The chronogram in the last hemistich yields 994 (15S6 A D ) 

Plate VII (a) 

No. 337G On a 6tone fixed m the inner wall of Bastion No 1, Ahmadnagar Fort. 

TRANSCRIPT 

jl y < ' «vj i — ^ L wjy* y> ft tjlf [ yy 

y*> j^jjLi | *AT a* *.«,») < oUa. Njj i^ly 

TRANSLATION. 

Muhammad of Arabia who is the glory of both the worlds, 

He who is not the dust of his door, may dust be on his head * 

(This mosque) was completed during the government of the Nawwab of exalted threshold 
Nan wab Ism all JThan 1083 (1672-73 A D ) 

Founder of the mosque Mir Zamu’l Abidin 

Note — This stone apparently does not belong to this bastion as there are no traces of any 
mosque on it I could not trace any reference to this Nawwab m the historical works of that 
period. 1 

Plate VII (c) 

No. 3389 On a stone fixed on the Karan] a 
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EPIGEAPHTA INDO-MOSLEMICA 
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TRANSCRIPT 
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TRANSLATION 
Slave of the Badsjhah Mulnyu’d-Dln 
The lowliest of well wishers. 

Constructed a reservoir of water by the favour of Ahmad, 

(And) brought water for tho people of Allah 
I sought its date from Wisdom, 

He said, the reservoir in the way of Allah 

The chronogram la the words <dJl J-m- ^ yields 1103 (1G91-92 AD) which was tho 
time of Aurangzeb Muhiyu’d-Dln m the first lino therefore stands for Muhlyu’d-Din 
‘Alamglr by which name Aurangzeb was commonly known in the Deccan 

Plato VIII (a) 

No 3381 On a Tomb in the compound of the Kamani Mnspd 


TRANSCRIPT 

jX*\ 0|0 U^* 
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I f AA 


iRANSLATION 

The Amir of the time gave his bfe to God, 

His determination is known all over the world 
Hear the hemistich of the date of his death 
Departed Qawl Jang, ihe world of generosity 1188 

The last hemistich forms the chronogram and yields 1188 (1774 75 A.D ) 

Qawi Jang was the Nizam of Ilaidarabad’s commandant of the fort of Ahmadnagar, He 
was bribed by the PesJjwa to surrender the fort to him. in. 1759 See the Ahmadnagar District 
Gazetteer, p 404. 


Plate VIII (b) 

No 3373 On a loose slab of stone lying m the Civil Court 



Plate 


(a) Inscription on a bastion of the Fort, Ahmadnagar 



Scale 1 66 


( b ) Inscuption on the Eastern bastion of the Fort at Pamer, Ahmadnagar District 










Scale 1 66 


(c) Inscription on the Karan] a, Ahmadnagar 



Scale 1 66 




on ii tomb m the coutt of the Kan, am Mas, id, Ahmadnag; 


Plate VIII 
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TRANSCRIPT 
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TRANST ATION. 



The shops (?) attached to the royal mosque, 

i i 

Have been constructed by the grace of God 

They have been constructed from the (funds for the) expenses of the mosque. 

And have been made into an endowment which is no one’s property, by Divine decree. 

(Convey) tidings of Toward to the builder of the structure, 1 ,l , 

May Allah reward him well m both the worlds 1 
< > , ' ' 1 
For the year of the date of this building > 

(My) mind was disturbed m eloquence, 

But as it was for the understanding of the common people, it became, 

In addition to fifty, one thousand, and two hundred and eight 1258 H (1868 69 A D ) 

Inscription at Pamer, DistrictATrmacLnagar 

‘ ' Plate VII (b) 

No 3398 On a stone fixed on the eastern Bastion of the Fort 


TRANSCRIPT 






< v ’ TRANSLATION 

By the grace of God, the Glorious, the Supremely Exalted, and of His Apostle The refuge of 
elevation, ‘AbduT-Karim, son of Nahar Khan Ghun, Faujdar (Commander of the Fort), 
resident of Parner, constructed the bastion on the eastern side, on date the first day of -the auspicious 
Ramaran, year 26 of the reign, equivalent to year 1093 (24th August, 1682) 

f 

\ 

The latter part of the inscription is much worn off and my reading of the date is only tentative 


Inscriptions at Madhi, District A>>madnagar 

r 

Plate IX (a) 

!No 3396 On the dargah ofPir'Shah Ramazan, above the west' door 
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EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


TRANSCRIPT 

I—JjjL/ jjj p<SJ liJJJ ^jLjUsCj i[m jJJ sbjO 

fa) VI ^tl> 

TRANSLATION 

Dargah of Plr Shah Ramaziln The slave of the dargah, foot-hissing Khand! Rao Dabhar 
and PllajI Gaekwar and OKlmaji Bhagat Sawant, on date Oth of the month of Safar, year 71 
FasU (?) 

The date cannot be read correctly For an account of Khand! Rao (died 1720), and Pilaj! 
Gaekwar (died 1732), sec Grant Duff’s History of the Marallias (1921 ed ) 

Plato IX (b) 

No 3397 Over the door of the Okilla 

jl itANSCRIPT 

^ jyf ^ 8JJJ 

t y | jQ ^ 1 --olV^x ^j) 

1KANSLATION 

The dargah of Shah Ramazan The slave of the dargah, foot kissing Khand! Rao Dabhar 
Shlnapatl, Pllaji Gaekwar and Ohlmaji Bhagat Savant, performed this service, on date 20th of 
the month of Safar, year 7] Fasl! (?) 

The date m the inscription is worn off and it is not possible to decipher it correctly It cannot 
m any case be 71 Fash, but as Pllaji’ s name is mentioned, it must be about the same date as that 
given in the previous inscription 

Plate IX (c) 

No, 3393 Above the south door 

TRANSCRIPT 

U-1 A . jlj ^iSslfX ySJ Ujj 

, TRANSLATION 

( I 

Of exalted dignity (Wala Qadr) Khand! Rao Dabharah Slnapat! 

(, , t 

Plate IX (d) 

No 3394 Over the east door 




(a) Inscription on the Western dooi of Pir Shah Ramazan’s tomb at 

Madhi, Ahmadnagar 


Plate IX 
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(&) Inscription on the Chilla in the same tomb 



(c) Inscription on the Southern door 
of the same tomb 



Scale '125 


{d) Inscription on the Eastern wall of (e) Inscription on the Southern door of the same tomb 

the same tomb 



Scale 166 




(a) Inscription on the Jami* Masjid at Jamkhed, Ahmadnagar District 


Plate X 
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TRANSLATION ■ • t. ‘ i . < ' ■ 

Nib a (Nimba) Jadhav Ohiirm, son of Babjl Savant, Desmukh of the village of Dhar, m Sarhar 
Junner, the cobbler servant ( ? ) ' ' 1 > 1 * 1 

Tho word ^ j— (sarharah) means cobbler and if my reading is eorreot it is probably meant to 
convev humihty in < < )>><■- 1 

Plate IX (e) 1 

No 3392 Above the south door ' ' 

TRANSCRIPT 

t T f 

iPjtsJj ]j Hu 

J.01W Jjj| tJj t O jl 

i in 

•jlkanslation 

Pilu Gilo Kumar (Plliijl Gaekwar) restored this Rauza, Wisdom 

Spoke its date, “ Continuous beneficence ” ( 

(This) illustrious Rauza, full of munificence, was constructed by ChimajI Blngat, son of 
Vithuji, son of Babjl Sal ant, Muqaddam of the villages of Pargaon and Sirgiion Gor Amrah (Gor 
Umrah), year 1139 (1720 27 A D ) , 

The chronogram in the words <WjLJl 1 yields 1140 (1727-28 A D ), but the date 

given m numerals at the end of the inscription is 1139 Further it is not clear whether the 
date is in Hijra or Fasli era Though the inscriptions given above are not of much historical 
importance, they show the reverence in which the Maratha leaders mentioned in them held 
Plr Shah Ramazan , 

„ Inscriptions at Jamkhed, District Alimadnagar 

No 3469 In the Jumi‘ Masjid 


Plate X (a) 

TRANSCRIPT 

,1.^. ^y* < ) <jj ^}u*'oL> sLw fiCw y 

yj f ^ ^ f^} 3, c? 3 S 1 ' ds-MkA) • a» |,Uut| j 
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Jli^. ^.;l u j) y**J JUA 

f 

TRANSLATION 

During the period of Shah ‘ Alamglr, the Illustrious king, 

KLudawand £hanwas a generous chief, the support of the empire, 1 ' 1 

By the management of the exalted Khan tms mosque was completed, «. 1 

o 
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EPIGRAPHIA IND O-MOSLEMICA. 


For its date I did mucli right thinking 

The Mu’azzin shouted, “ ‘All, it is better if you say its date without delay, 

A Jaim‘ Maspd m form but m reality a collected treasure of regard ” < 

Qamru’d Dm by the efforts of his soul and excessive endeavour, 

Constructed this structure of height and glory 

If I have read the chronogram in the last but one verse correctly, the date of the construc- 
tion of the mosque would be 1099 H (1687-88 A D) 

Plato X (b). 

No 3471 On a tomb behind the Jami‘ Masjid 

A WANS CRIPT. 

L ob L l_lleb^£ y diJ| JU/ j) 

H-l' 

TRANSLATION 

By the perfect grace of Allah and the intercessions of the Prophet, 

Sahibjiu Bib! found a place m paradise Year 1102 H. (1690 91 A D ) 

Plate X (c). 

No 3470 On another tomb behind the Jami‘ Masjid. 

iJrlANSCRIPT 

^ b y I -"Jb.0 1 ib OjJ ( fS / -VJ ^yj^lljy ^Jjb L •A*/'* 1 

| | | | 

‘A JrtANSL ATION. 

Qamru’d Din was a celebrated man, 

He was pious, affable, and respected. 

Without doubt, the date of his death is 

He was the portal of the desires of the high and low. Year 111] (1699 1700 AD) 

This Qamru’d Din seems to be the same person who is recorded m inscription No. 3469 to 
have constructed the mosque 

Inscriptions at Sangamner. 

Plate X (d) 

No, 3477 (a). On the outer wall near the west gate of the dargah of Ebwaja Muhammad 
Sadiq 



Plate XI 




Scale 1 66 
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TRANSCRIPT. 


\ 

^16.$ -- J 8 la. L ^v]ti L v t^l&l^ykl-o 
^Jjicut j| *5yJ «jlw>* j t.V^>0 ^ 


v_£L« ^ i ■ --U> 

*1 U «».CU ^J| iSijM ^jCwj 

txjjjoj i^lsoj) j _pn aXjJ 


J. KANSLATION 

The dargah of the mister of miracles, m in auspicious hour, 

To the people a visit to it is the achievement of their most unattainable desires 
These Naqshbandi Khiva] as solve difficulties, 

0 lOiwaja, 0 lord > avert trouble by your grace and blessing 
When he returned from his travels to Bukhara, 

The manifester of the lord of sanctity, who possessed dignity and magnificence 
The ‘Arif of this Rauza completed it m an auspicious year, 

(When) it was one thousand one hundred and seventy from the Flight 


The date given m the last line is 1170 (1756-77 AD) 

The language of the inscription is stilted and confused. The Ahmndnagar District Gazetteer, 
p 737, incorrectly gives the date of the death of Khwaja Muhammad Sadiq as 1070 A H 
Khwaja Muhammad Sadiq was probably the tutor of one of the Mughal Emperors as implied by 
the fourth line of fee inscription Also see the Indian Antiquary, Vol IV (1875), p 350, where 
the text of this inscription is given but the chronogram has been incorrectly translated 

l 

Plate XI (a) 

No 3477 (6) On the outer wall of the dargah of Khwaja Muhammad Sadiq, south of the 
gate 

TRANSCRIPT 


i__j jC JXau i_jUaii!j > J' 1 * 

1 * 




( jliJJjjJj) (J^ -5 I Xt*2M 1_ y v — . itfjd 

^ - ^U) i_> jji s}jy j . . ^jJcdyj 


TRANSLATION 

This is the dargah of Khwaja Muhammad Sadiq, a son of Ha?rat Qutbu’l Aqtab Sayyid Muham- 
mad Bukhari, known as Khwaja Baha’u’d Din who was a descendant of 

Imam Hasan ‘Askarl . . Ma'ruf Knrthl 


Inscription at Khar da, District Ahmadnagar 

Plate xi (b) 

No 3472 Inscription over the gateway of the Fort 


d 2 
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EPIGRAPHIA IKDO-MOSLEMICA 


TRANSCRIPT 


' v ^ 41)| C ' ' 

iJJJjGaoJJ j VSCt^uo ( yjlxs ) ySLs ^jsjUL AjJ, i yy { — JO) ^ OjU) ^y i^x^y ^b| y 

/ A . 1 . . j l * 


V > — / J LS — y J — ’ j — y i £ j y 

<JjJj oUjJ ^ *XdJ^) jy^Ao\j^. l/> 1v As-- i AjA£, ^ A-X^JAjlw ^ y 

^cjx i4> ||oq (U-w ljjII^o .^Lsj 1 1 ot" po ai-*» i_^o ^liL-v 

t-'u-vU*. tLs)tii») 

TRANSLATION 


In tlic nnmc o£ Alltili, the Beneficent, the Merciful During the dnj s of fortunate end of Raja 
Sultan]! Banllkur of the dignity of amir and governor, the Dl3]unukh, Dlslibandia, Muqaddam, 
Seths and Mnhujans, etc , of the ullage of Sivtnn ( J ) Parganah JnmUhcr, Sarhar of Ahmadnagar, 
of the prounco of auspicious foundation, the fort named Sn]tiin Durg (?) in the aboi cmcntioncd 
ullage, was renewed on 2othof thcmontliof Slia‘bun, jear 1153 FaslI, equivalent to jear 1159 
Hijrl (174G AD) ‘ 1 

Riija Sultan]!, know n ns Bnniilkar among the Merathas, whose real name was Badichaj! 
Nii’ik, was the grandson of Anangpti! who was one of the most powerful zemindars of the Deccan 
At first lie took up service under Raja Slliu, ns commander of Ins ami) , but during the governor 
generalship of KWunu’l Mulk Asnf Jfih, lie entered the lmpennl arm) and was given the rank 
of commander of 7,000 He held tlio district of Bir and some parts of Eathubad and Berar as 
a fief from the Mughal Emperor IIcdiedm'llGl H (1718 A D) Sec Maathmi’l-Umaru, 
Yol II, pp 338-40 

l 

Inscriptions at Junnar, District Poona 


Plato XI (c). 

Ho 3431 Near the cistern of Dlwiin Ahmad’s Mosque 
TRANSCRIPT 


1)1^ I)'* 3 

J*' ‘J * - 

< ' ' 

l "Ui j ^oiyo L _ 5 >^ 

b 

- {J~ j ^ <v0 

^ iwXLo pthj 

J;[0 J Cl " *=» )J‘ " J)\j * 




j) 

^ UVJ Jv*- 

b| , c=-^=- -tA M 1 ~Jya 

<L-\su> b 1 ajdJ 

U°J^ \J^ S ' 

1 ^°Jr^ f}} 7 ’ 

°y 

J-f 

8A1 
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TRANSLATION 

During the reign of the just EhTiqan, 

Of Earldun’s magnificence and Dara’s conciliation, 

Administrator of the country, defender of the faith, " 'j ' , n 

Namesake of Murtazu, who was a hon in the field of battle* 

At his threshold, like servants, 



Plate > 



(6) Inscuption on the Madai Chhalh-ki-Masjid, Junnar 
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(There are) thousands of Khusraus, Jamshids and Daras * ~ / . 1 j ■ < > 

The world is illuminated by the sun of Ins justice,, ‘ , , 1 >, , ,, • 1 

The darkness of oppression has become concealed like the ‘anqa , , , 

Such a pleasant cistern, of (numerous) attributes, , 

AVas completed by the eSorts of Hiijji Aqa 

As the cistern « as the perfection of festivity/ ' ' ' 1 ’ ' r 

Its date shall be “ the fountain of festivities ” 986 (1578 79 A D ) 

,r , ' ’ , i ' ' ) 

It is stated by the local people that this inscription was brought from the ruins of some 
ancient buildings to the south-west of the Jami‘ Masjid and fixed at its present site 

The king mentioned in the inscription was Murtaza Nizam Shah of Ahmadnagar who ruled 
from 973 to 996 H (1565 1588 A D ) The name of Hajji Aqa, is not mentioned in any history 
of the period 

Plate XII (a). 

No 3432 In GaUndl k! Masjid 


TRANSCRIPT 

Jry ^ dJJll &JJ} cl ", tc n /O Ld-l) | y all) 

sU. ^ ihLeb (_JjO uto; y> ddsJ) Uu J sU] ( _ 5 aj Jcisr^o dJU Jj j ixie dJJ| 

^Ls-JilLo ^L'ULmxi s|^-=c ]j ds-jccA) 1 sluj ^Ltu dlj) , u-a jj (_Ml 

' 9A8 


1 JrtANSLATION 1 

Allah, the High and the Blessed, said — Only he shall visit the mosques of Allah who be- 
hoves m Allah and the latter day (Qur'an, is, 18 ) And the Messenger of Allah, may Allah 
bless him and his family ! said — He who builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build a home 
for him in Paradise During the period of the rule of the king having the dignity of Jamshid, 
sen ant of the family of the Messenger of Allah, Murtaza Nizam Shah, Zabit Khan, the well- 
wisher of the Muslims, built this mosque, in 989 H (1581 A, D ) 


Plate XII (b) 

No 3435 In Madar Chballa Id Masjid 

TRANSCRIPT 

. jO &6) 4D) <- vP-aZ. i uM ft) 

b 0 s * I; iji\ !jk>J ft)is— 

1 A I L Vs. iyS\o JcSLsT (Jux ^ U«>^ jj • 

ft) <u - w * . 

* 'it 

< , .TRANSLATION , , 

^ , fortunate, sagacioua, , 

j^2] afuyatu llab, who 5 *♦••• • • • • • t * u ( 
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EPIGRAmlA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


He constructed the Fayyiiz mosque 'by way of supplication, 

That its four walls may bo the resort of the worshippera of 'God 
When I searched for (the date) of its 'foundation, Wisdom said, 

The populated mosque, chaste, and hie paradise Tear 1020 (1611-12 A D ) 

The numerical value of tho chronogram m the last hemistich is 1019 (1610 11AD) which 
is one year short of the date given an numerals As the stone is very worn off, and neither the 
chronogram nor the date m numerals is clear, it is not possible to say which of the two dates is 
correct’ 


Plate XTI (c). 

j 

No 3139 On a pillar of tho Kamani Masjid, on tho Shivncri Hill. 
T..KANSCRIFT 


isJu j j l j lArowv.-c 




,Ux> sbo 


Ui 


, TRANSLATION. 

The foundation of this mosque was laid on the twenty-second of the month of 
Shawufd, year one thousand and twenty-four, and it was completed on the ninth day of the 
month of Zu’l-Hijja, year one thousand and twenty-fh o, during the reign of Burhan Nizam 
Shah and administration of the officer of tho State, the support (lit refuge) of go\ eminent, 
Miyan Barbud 


Plato Xlil (a) 


No 3410. On a pillar of tho Kamilnl Alnspd, on the Shivnen Hill 


TRANSCRIPT 

(jOojj sJf j (Odt -UJ) 4U| *./( ^1 

Jolc^jAf 1 (Jjjpl • • • | *1*0 ^s^y 0 \J* 

• • 4X3 ^ 


J.JKANST ATION 

That the mosques are Allah’s, therefore call not upon anyone with Allah (Qur'an, lxxn, 
18) The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless and assoil lum 1 and his 

family 1 k „ . . ' During the period of Burhun Nu;am Shah, son of Murtaza Nizam 

Shah, Snahur San 1026 . Secure! in the favour of the Bencficient, ‘Ambar ‘Adil 

of Chingls Khan Miyuh Barbud 

The inscriptions on the Kamani Mas] id are important as they furnish very valuable histori- 
cal information According to these inscriptions, tho mosque was built in the reign of Burhun 
Nizam Shah, son of Murtaza Nizam Shah m Shahur San 1026 which is equivalent to 1625 A D 
This Burhan Shah is not mentioned m any work on history except the Basatinu’s Salatbi Ho 
was the son of Murtaza who was raised to the throne in 1009 (1600 A D ) after the capture of 



Plate XIII 


(, b ) Inscription on the Eastern Gate 

(a) Tnsc.ipt.on on a pilla. of tl.e of Da « ar Ghodhl - J unnar 



Scale 125 


(<f) Inscription on the Jami‘ (c) Inscription on the outer wall of the 
Masjicl at Ghoda, Poona Municipal Office, Junnar 

District 



(e) Inscription on another 
side of the same pillar 



Scale 1 


Scale 1 
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Ahmadnagar by the Mughals The date of the death oFMurtaza or of the accession of Burhan 
is not given but as theBasafin mentions the name of Murtaza up to the year 1020 (1611 AD), 
it can be safely assumed that Burhan continued to rule up to that date Burhan was put to 
death in 1041 (1631 A D ) by Fath Khan, son of Malik ’Ambar in order “to please the Mughals 
For further information see the Epigrapfoa Indo-Moslcmca, 1919 20, pp 12 13 

The date given in the inscription, Shahur San 1025, is equivalent to 1625 A D For a note 
on the Shahur San and comparative tables giving Shahur Sana, and Hijra dates, see my book 
entitled Bijapitr Inscription, Memoir No 49 of the Archaeological Survey of India, Appendices I 
and II > 

This inscription also shows that Malik ‘Ambar was a slave of Chingiz Khan (one 
of the important noblemen of Murtaza Nizam Shah, son of Husain Nizam Shah), and that he 
continued to style himself aB such even during the days of his-glory 

The Kamani Masjid is situated at the foot of the upper hill in the group known as the 
Slnvnen Hill The mosque is m rums' and nothing 'remains >of it except a few walls and two 
minarets connected by a flying arch which clings to them for about ten feet and then stretches 
to a height of about fifteen feet above the roof 

Plate XIII (b). 

No 3430 Over the east gate of Dagar-Ghodhi 

JLRANSCRIPT. 

i |J) j ,__$■» yxr tsJJLo Ojjb 8^0 BJJJ 

TRANSLATION., 

A slave of the glorious court, Yaqiit, who is a servant of Malik ‘Ambar Chingiz Khani 
In the year one thousand and thirty 

The date appears to be in the Hijra era and is equivalent to 1633 A D 

Plate XIII (c) 

No 3436 On an outer wall of the Municipal Office. 

1 hi ANSCRIPT. 

\ 

jj] i ^ ^bo y) *)Co]l) J\6 i ' 

jjl L Ijj y) 1 ■ y ^,U>) JU 

\ ‘At* ">**• 


TRANSLATION. 

Mukhlis Khan built this royal residence, N 
It became the ornament of this land, 

‘Ubaidi said the date of its completion, 

Thai this building is a monument of 7ns. Year 1084. 

Mufchlis Khan who built this court was a Mughal nobleman and was probably the one who 
js noticed in the Hd’atjxini'l-Umara, Vol III, p 641 

The words b lu form the chronogram and yield 1084 (1673-74 A D ) 


S 


i i r 


X 
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EPIGKAPIIIA 1ND0-M0SLEMICA. 


, , , , Plato XIII (d) (o) 

\ » i 4 

Inscription at Glioda, District Poona 
, No. 3128 29. On two pillnra of the Jilini* Mnspd 
' 1 TRANSCRIPT 

On tlio nortli side pillar 
b oa=vo b ^Ii) b 

' I * 

ObbT ^ L J u> w ' i- vA^ tlA— C- sb^s 

i>b) i—Iy* *- — bj Jj j| Ai^rjJ £*•« ^ (_5' w >— 

On the couth side pillar. 

)cX=k.) *tU) |»£.AJ 1 A 4JJ U) 


_L> _ J 3 xi.'ii 

tV 


olt-VJ t * .. .Vr*.xij^o *A-lo- sXllArJ j t ^b 0 — 

oL' ^ a~- ^.bj ^j 1 b (Jjir j j>’"a v j 

AJuu qqp 

TRANSLATION 

/ 

On the Jior/7i *1 dr pillar 
0 Allah 1 0 Muhammad 1 0 Ah 1 
1 "When Mir Muhammad Ztuniin made up Ins mind, 

Ho opened the door of prosperity on himself with hts own liand 
He demolished thirty -three idol temples (and) l>y dt\ me gr ice, 

Laid the foundation of a building 111 tins nbodc of perdition 

1 

< On Ihc south 'nfe pillar , 

That the mosques arc Allah’s, therefore call not upon am one with All Ah ( Qur'an , lxui, 

18) 

He opened the arms of magnanimity with goodness and scattered gold, 

(And) laid down the foundation of a mosque like the palace of paradise 

I went in contemplation ,aiul sought its date from Wisdom, - 

AYiBdom was astonished and said, lie built this blessed building 994 

Tlic chronogram 13 formed by the swords ^bo ^y\ nnd yields 994 (1380 AD) 

Inscription at Mnnehar, District Poona 
» > 

Plato XIV (a) ( , 


No 3442 On Kfill Masjid 1 ’ ' 

11 \ 

TRANSCRIPT 

1 "'s { ' j, ,• bf ’ , 1 11 . 
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i TRANSLATION 
0 God 1 forgive Sayyid Hasan, 

For lie lias constructed this mosque for benefaction 
Sayyid Hasan, son of Sayyid ‘AH, al-Husami, descendant of Fatima year 995 (1587 A D ) 


Inscriptions at Broach 

Broach is a very ancient town and its history has been traced as far back as the fourth cen- 
tury before Christ It was an important port m ancient times and was, as such, visited by Arab 
traders long before its conquest by ‘Ala’ u’d-Din Eh alp in the year 1297 When Gujarat declared 
its independence under Sultan Muzafiar Shah m 1391, Broach became the headquarters of a dis- 
trict Being a flourishing sea-port, the Portuguese coveted its possession and plundered it in 
1536 and again m 1546 1 When Muzafiar Shah III was set up as a Sultan m 967, the kingdom 
was divided among the powerful nobles, and Broach fell to the share of Rustam Whan, nephew 
of Chingiz Khan, who after a few years assumed the title of long After the death of Chingiz 
Elian in 975 (1567 A D ) Ibrahim Husain Mirza, a descendant of Sultan Timur and thus 
connected with the royal family of the Mughal s, contested the possession of Broach with Rustam 
Elian, also entitled Chingiz Ehan In 980 (1572 A D ) Akbar conquered Gujarat and henceforth 
Broach became a part of the Mughal empire About the year 1134 (1721 A D ) when Nizamu’l 
Mulk Asaf Jah was the governor of Gujarat, Broach was placed m charge of ‘Abdu’llah Beg, with 
title of the Nik ‘Alam Ehan He founded a short lived dynasty of Na w wabs of Broach and when 
he died, his son Mirza Beg succeeded to his position and title On the death of Mirza Beg in 1166 
(1753 AD ), the succession was disputed, and Sayyid ‘Idrus, the head of an influential Say yid 
family of Surat, espoused the cause of Mirza Ahmad Beg, a grandson of ‘Abdu’llah Beg, and 
placed him m possession of Broach Mirza Ahmad Beg died in 1768, and was succeeded by his 
son Mazad ( ? ) Ehan the last of the Naw wabs of Broach Mazad Ehan was defeated by the Enghsh 
in 1772 when Broach became a British possession a 


fiate aiv 




No 3130 Above the inner gateway of the northern entrance of the Jami‘ Masjid 

TRANSCRIPT 

4U| y*- 3 

Luo ij 2JJ) ^yi slks ^jr^soo jiAal 4JJ ( yj ( yo - £ 4JJ| j ] 


O 


-jUy l Jy ... • ^‘■^1 U^L-v t_Dy j^cy 




TRANSLATION 

In the name of Allah, the Magnificent, the Merciful [The Prophet 

has said] — Whoever builds a mosque for Allah even if it is as small as the 
nest of a sand grouse, Allah builds a house for him in Paradise 

During the reign of the Sultan of the world, Ghiyathu’d Dunya wa’d-Din [Tugliluq Shah] 

Dawlat Shah Muhammad Butmari Year seven hundred and twenty 

one (1321 AD) 

1 See Broach District Gazetteer, p 653 
2 Sae Ibid, p 469 

E 
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EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


The inscription is very worn o(T and only a few portions of it can be rend Itprolnbly 
records the construction of the Jiimi* Mnsjid m the time of Sulfm Glu) it (lin'd Din Tughluq 
SJiuh, the founder of the Tughluq d) mint) Dawlat bhfih Muhammad Butmurl who constructed 
it was an important nobleman, and las nnme is mentioned m the list of the nobits attached to 
tho court of both Sultai Ghi} ii (lin'd Din and his non and nuccessor bult/in Muhammad ^et 
Ta’riLfc-i-Firuz Shfihi bv Ziviiu’d Din Barani {edited bj bajvid \hmnd Khun), pp 121 and 151, 
where he is called Malik FakJjru’d Din Dawlat 'jtmh Busahurl, and Malik raHiru’d Din Da' lat 
ghiih wa Dnsfiri In the ws< ription on the ‘Idgiih dated 726 (1626 \ I) ), las name is given as 
FaUjru’d Daw lab wa’d Din Dawlat ■jliiih Muhammad Butmari, and he is entitled Mali! u’sh- 
gharq (Lord of the East) from which it appears that he was at that time the governor of 
Gujarat 

This Jamt‘ Musjid ras built probabh on the site of an ant it nt temple and cert unlj from the 
material of the ruined Hindu and lnii«hrims 'JheMmjuli about 12b fret long and 52 feet wide 
from the front of the fat nth to tin luck wall Hr roof i rtipporP d In 48 pilDrs m two rows of 
12 each in front and one at the b it k, with two brol on row s of ?t*c each <*upporting tilt Bides of thr< r 
domes — the control one about 66 fict in diameter, and thi sides one about 2 ! feet each Th< re 
are also 7 small domes of nbout 8 ft t f di unetcr t ath, over the nlttrnate *pirc« in the front aide, 
and the same in the bad one The ceilings of the domes which nrt lx u tifullv carved in Hindu 
btvle seem to have been takenjiodilv from «omt ruinrd t» mpb s, and arc rem triable for the rich 
ness and variety of their patterns probablv unequalled in India 

For further details nbout the architecture of the m <><-que, •■/•c .Tas Burgess’s Muham- 
madan Architecture tn Gujrat (London, 18%, pp 20 22, and plate**) 


Plato Xrv (c) 

No 3107 Abov e the mthrSb of the Qlmztuwl Masjnl 1 
TRANSCRIPT 

vibe i-c=J| Uu &J 4JJI v _ r u r’E? y . k>- /c AU yc . . 

iA«-*-co , , t*’ EL ^ <tj&] jka. ^LLLiJl yUj ^cEJ| ^»jI j U-viJ) 

j \J-'y ,r (<j) ysr-J J3| -ill) o'jx Ciyy> o,Lr 

TRANSLATION 

[The Prophet, maj peace be upon him' has said] "Whoever builds a mosque for All 111, 
even if it is as small as the nest of a sand grouse, Allah builds a house for him in Paradise 
- [During the reign of] Sultln Ghijiifhu’d Dunya wn’d-Din Abu’l Muzafiar 

Tughluq Shah, the Sul£7n, may Alliih perpetuate his kingdom and his sovereignty* 

Dawlat §h All Muhammad Butnuirl, uinj his glory endure for ever' The building was erected 
by the weakest and humblest of the servants of Allah (or slave), Fnkhru’d Din Year seven 
hundred and twent) two (1322 A D ) 

1 The stone ib broken and one of tho fragments is miEsing 



(a) Inscription on the pulpit of the ‘Idgah at Bioach 
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Plate XV (a) 

No 3410 On the mimbar of the ‘Idgah 

, i 

TRANSCRIPT 

atvAsJjd j-)| stu jtuaJb l Jjii dyC jS sI^Lj ^jJ) ujjUj: >Oj 

iidJjd J AJjdJ) jSO efJJ-' 0 (JCi j\ sXLo 4JJ' ^IkLuJj 

V^JU) Lyj d-S/'VXI Jfi AjUitUv L AU* jjjl!) £JJj slo yjOJ U,' *»*J £^jbj 

f^jleS d JUMi iXoj ^Le-* 


translation 

The construction of this place of prayer was completed at a fortunate constellation of stars 
during the reign of the Padshah who is the refuge of the world, Abu’l Mujahid Muhammad, son 
of Tughluq Shah, the Sultan, may Allah perpetuate his kingdom ' from the personal property 
of Makku’sh-Sharq Faldiru’d-Dawlah wa’d-Dln Dawlat Shah Muhammad Butmari, on date 
twenty-fifth of RabFu’l-Awwal, year seven hundred and twenty six (1326 AD), under the 
supervision of Taju’d-Dln Muhammad Balia’u’l-Mulk 

The full name and titles of Dawlat Shah are recorded m this inscription 


Plate XV (b) 

No 3404 On a slab fixed in a wall to the north of the cistern of the Qhunarwada Maspd 

TRANSCRIPT 


•• }d£fcf aJJ) 1 )^ aIJ d-'lw^Jj ^j| t y u— aIJ) JO y'yJl C ' 

y <■ ay* A/*jm Ojf cj^Uc Ads-Jl Luo aJ aJU) yo islkj o jdiu _jJ ]d-^v * yj y 

'Jl J\jO j AjLsvj^ ( q ) tilox AjL, 4JJ) ^JL-oJ oys yM. - ^h’djyl i ASwjJ ^IjdJ^I 8.JJJ £dX® Aajx 

AjL»jUuw^ j A- 1 -*!.’ ^jso yj| t y <\yf dL> Asubd )y ^y) if djylu jj hlWj 


TRANSLATION 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

Allah, the High and the exalted has said — That the mosques are Allah’s, therefore call 
not upon any one with Allah ( Qur'an lxxn-18) He who builds a mosque even though it is 
as small as the nest of the sand grouse, Allah will build for him a house in Paradise This noble 
edifice and high threshold (was constructed) by Husain (Son of) Farid who is hopeful of divine 
mercy 1 (May Allah) forgive the person who recites a prayer for the blessing of 

this humble one On the first day of Muharram, year seven hundred and ninety-nine (5th 
October, 1396) 

This inscription records the construction of a mosque and seems to have been fixed at its 
present site when the mosque to which it belonged fell down 


f- 
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Plate XVI (a) 

No 3424 On the Southern door of Hakhdum Sayyid Sharafu’d-Dln’s Tomb. 
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TRANSCRIPT 

• • • • • • 4U) Jjry -*S) J>l <J| X ^A^ll AD) pW J 
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clAts'-J) _jj| I- JjO OgjeJ _j AU| (J!h>) ‘ -I" 1 ’ i_sUA i[ | JiiLuJ) -JJ-~ JiiLsa— ^jO-0 i_^Jj 
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ywC ml ' (5 1 , »»■ y ftLc jti U— J (UaJ lbfc-* *•*- 

tfjLo y 


TRANSLATION 

In tlio name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the Prophet of Alluh 

Edifice of the great lord, Sultan of the gnostics, leader of the unique and the belo\ ed ones, 
Sharlfu’l Haqq wa’l-Haqlqat wa’d Din, al Mashhad!, an-Najafl, nl-Husaml, may Alluh purify 
lus soul and spread his victories The commencement of the building m Shahur San eight 
hundred and eleven (1410 A D ) by the order of the Sultan of lo\ers, the chief of SaliJs Qut- 
bu’l Haqq wa’d Din (? e , by the order of Qutbu’d-Dln) may Allah purify lus honoured secret, 
in the time of the chief of the mosque, lord of lords, Shihab, son of Qutb, may Allah prolong his 
life, and during the reign of Abu’l Mujiihid Ahmad Shah, the Sultan, maj He perpetuate his 
kingdom ' under the superintendence of H.JjjI Mulirminad Nasr, commonlj knovn as Buddhu (?) 
and of Maulana Mahmud Husain, the sen ants of the exalted majesty, by his obligation and 
favour "Was completed in the month of Sha'ban, Shahur San, eight hundred and mneteen 
(1418 AD) 

The Throne i erse is inscribed at the top of the msonptional tablet 

This inscription is on tlio tomb of Sayyid Sharfu’d-Dln MashahadI who died at Broach on 
the 18th of Rajah, 808 (9th January, 140G), see Mir’cit i Aftmadi, Supplement, (ed Sayyid 
Haw u ab ‘All) p 126 Sultan Ahmad Shah during whose reign this building was completed 
reigned from 813 to 845 (1411 to 1441 A D ) The dates given in the inscription are not m the 
Hijra era but in Shahur San, because in the date of the completion of the building, the month 
is also given along with the words Shahur Sana 

For the Shahur San see ante p 23 


- ' i 

Plate XVI (b) 

Hos 3401 02 On two pieces of stone fixed on either side of the mlirab of the Ohunarwada 
, Mas j id 



(a) Inscnption on the door of Makhdum Sayyid 
Shaifu’d-Dm's tomb, Broach 
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TRANSCRIPT. 

- JjLi.) &U) £/o lb &U c^LuaaJ) (j)j cLJjLu j^JLatJ 4U) ,JU - ^Ui) ^,w' ( ( 

- i_Va=J| L >0 <jJ ^Jbu 4JJ) slki jJj ^ju ^y> ^,iL I) djJLc ^jjJ) Jls J 

v JjO LiyCjd A-'UoU J j j ijiTyJ , «J->e ^Ls/Oj i fjloo 5^: 

fiC« cV*~v| sLai so ^yj iLoj dj^zr-sc jjJjJ] LujJ| ^>A tj ^j-iLsUauJ) ^ ^ 

^jJdJl J OjjJ) J_AiJ ^£jlc {^) ^iC^O liOjJ )jjj| ^|lllL>vj) 8 Li yO^JO ^yi sti iXfS^SO ^yi 

••v_r ,uu fj^-jso i — &*■> j-ctsdl 1 — ^J| i LLo id^lxi ^IkLuJ) stw a*^.) ^ pL><J)^j| 

( ^.loJ.NjX)OjJb iXsrMKiO j jI-UaJ) ^ic yP^ I (Lo (jJJ) ^JU l_XLo 


TRANSLATION 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful Allah, be He Exalted, has said — And 
that the mosques are Allah’s, therefore call not upon any one with Allah ( Qur'an , lxvn, 18) And 
the Prophet, may peace be upon him ' has said Whoever builds a mosque for Allah, even if 
it is as small as the nest of a sand grouse, Allah builds a house for him m Paradise [Completed] 
on the first of the auspicious month of Ramadan, may its blessings be great ' year eight hundred 
and sivty-two (13th July, 1458), during the august reign of the king of lnngs, defender of the 
world and the faith, Abu’l-Fath Mahmud Shah, son of Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan The build- 
ing was begun m the time of the great lord, the GhazI, Qutbu’d-Dunya wa’d-Dln Abu’l Muzaffar 
Ahmad Shah, the Sultan Erected by Malik Khawassu’l-Mulk, the deceased, styled Mahk 
Marjan-i SultanI, at the desire of Malik Fathu’llah, son of Mahk Jafar 
The minarets and the mosque were designed by the skill of Khima’y ( 2 ) 

Mahk IOiawassuT Mulh, known as Mahk Marjan l-Sultani (Royal slave) was the commander 
of the fort of Broach He refused to surrender the fort to Mahmud Klialjl Sultan of Malwa, 
when he invaded Gujarat m 855 (1451 AD ) See Zajar u’l-Wahh bi Muzaffar wa Alih, (ed. 
Sir Denison Ross), p 4, and the Mir'al i-Silandarl (ed Fathu’l-Karlm Press, Bombay), p 51 , 

The last part of this inscription is confused and can admit of different readings Dr Azimud- 
Din Ahmad, M A , Ph D , Professor of Arabic and Persian, Patna College, Patna, who was good 
enough to revise my readings of these inscriptions, is of opinion that the last few words can also 
be read as <•' ie, formerly known as Masjid-i-KMma’y ’ 1 This 

would imply that the mosque, the construction of which is recorded in this inscription, was 
built on the Bite of another mosque named Hasjid-i Khima’y, 


Plato XVII (a) , 

i 

No 3403 On a loose slab of stone lying in the Ohunarwada Masjid, 
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EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMIOA 


TRANSCRIPT 

Jlj ^ t Idea.) 4JJJ ^ [y^dJ lb 4JJ iWluh»J) ^j| j ^Uj ^U) f" 0 

JJ esJ) ) (jJO iJ ^JbtJ <U1) l _ ? XJ nlhj jJj |iXsuA*yo 4JJ J.1WJ) <UJ.£ £ ^JU J 

t ji »L2 lUJSZso iji jli d^ecuo ^jenJlyjJ jj J dJ| J U)dJ| j^L) ^jJslLJ) ^lhL< ^j-JvWt. 1 Vj 0 

A’l jl«Jj cr Jdl^ ; ^u 1 <5J-*i (Jl^-* 1 *ho Jk'l,, ^ ®h“* jC^-o ^1 sL£ ibu de.eej 

d.a-^vo ^ ^-v ^_> dj|d ^ji ^Jj.rU^-1 «Oj/ bo 

1RANSLATION. 

In the name of Allah, the beneficent, the Merciful 

Allah, be He Exalted has said And that the mosques are Allah’s, and therefore call not 
upon any one with Allah (Qur'an, lrvn, 18) And [the Prophet], may peace be upon him > has 
said Whoever builds a mosque for Allah, even if it is ns small as the nest of a Band grouse, Allah 
builds a house for lum m Paradise During the august reign of the king of kings, Nasiru’d-Dunya 
wa’d Din Abu’l Path Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad ghah, son of Ahmad Shah, son of 
Muhammad Shah, son of Muralfar Shah, the Sultan, on the ninth day of the month of Shawwal, 
year eight hundred and eighty-nine (13th July, 1484), [this mosque was] built by Qim Istnahl, 
son of Da’ud, son of Sira], son of Sulaiman, son of Muhammad of Ghazna 

Plato XVII (b) 

No 3333 On a stone fixed in the Eurza Mosque 

TRANSCRIPT, 

| L i — d£C t ddd“fJ) jjdXsrJ|j JiXsJlf jI-ctJ/ jbj 

^Kc| j ]*3sOjmj <JdJ,d dj| j | dd) &Cbo di*. ^htbsl) »h« ^j| z[m* jdbj 

(JxssJl ,_)J oS 4U) d>o ^<j) j y>}\> _yda- IsdA dj ^*w«J) ii«^V0 ^jj| ^hsrvjJ) 

ixs Jku vjbdwJ) cJjbsJ) itaijb bb, ; jJbJb (g) ^>) d^^svo yj 

AjLcvJ!*u.J (SJ-w ^^Jjll) sbo JjX (c^ ^jbvcJ) ^jyo ^IjmjD) 

TRANSLATION 

The fort as strong as iron and the new ditch were constructed during the reign of the Sultan 
of the time who is exalted with the robe of honour of the Merciful God, Bahadur Shah, son of 
Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan, may Allah perpetuate his kingdom, and eternise his sovereignty for 
evpr, and by the order of the great Khan and the honoured Ivhaqan Ulugh Khan, son of Muhani- 
mad Khatrl, known as Shaikha Jiu, , may Allah lengthen his life like the shadow 

of a mountain , under the superintendence of Abu Muhammad, son of Khundan ( ? ), possessed 
both of knowledge and good actions Carpenter Lahva, son of Haba The auspicious date 

the first day of the month of RabTu’l Awwal, year nine hundred and forty (20th Septem- 
ber, 1533) f ' - 5 ' 1 







(a) Inscription on a wall to the North of Mir Ghiyathu’d-Dm’s tomb, Broach 
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For an account of Ulugh Khan, son of Muhammad Khatri, see Zafaru’l-Walih, (ed Sir Deni- 
son Ross), pp 252, 394, 400, 408, 424, 427, etc The repairs referred to in the above inscrip- 
tion were probably carried out when Bahadur Shah received news of the invasion of hia 
territories by Humayun 

The words { J^- at the end of the first line of the inscription (Plate XYII (bj) look 
like vjbL because the knotted head of has worn off 

Plate XVIII (a) 

No 3418 On a stone fixed in a wall to the north of Mir Qhiyathu’d-Din’s Tomb 


TRANSCRIPT 

^JLc y ) _ f Ic <sl!) <ja=w ( (j ) U*jj 

i ijASj 

j ujoUe jZ b y jy ^j) 

ujJjI-'I) v oj i j] ^bo ^b i— fiibJ Jj<- sjui ^jjUc ^yb 


TRANSLATION 

In the name of Allah Desiring blessing by the mention of God, the High, we praise Alllh 
for His bounties, and send blessings on Muhammad, the noblest of Hib prophets 
This mosque of hght and this blessed place of worship, 

Which is for divine adoration and for acts of devotion. 

Its building was constructed by ‘Abd l-Latlf 
The date of its construction is the house oj 'prayers 

The inscription has been removed from the mosque in which it was original! fixed and 
brought to its present site for the sake of preservation The chronogram is contained in the 
words > ■xs i which yield 970 (1562-63 AD ) 

Plate XVIII (b) 

No 3411-15 On dome of Zacha tomb 
TRANSCRIPT 

L _u/| cvu> io. W 

_jb*vo pUj j,j|0 


• « 


4 JJ, 


qvr 




• • 


o^jbo 


ijlk-v. tXssve ijjl) y Ojjfi’ 
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TRANSLATION. 

Alluli bo exalted, What a beautiful dome is it? 

The brain of soul shall ever remain perfumed 
Ifow attractive is the abode of the bcloi ed 
When I asked for its date they said, 

“ The ball [of tunc) that has rolled away cannot be brought had 
Written and composed by Muhammad the calligraphy 973 

The inscription is m plaster and has worn of! The numeral p in the date gnen at the 
end of the inscription has also worn off, but on the site it distmctl} looks like r* It 
evidently recorded the death of some lady The chronogram contained m the last hemistich 
yields 1031 which does not tally vitli the date 973 gi\cn at the end of the inscription 

Pinto XIX (n) 

No 3423 On a loose stone l)ing in the darguh of Makhdum Snyyid jjjiarafu’d Din Mas^hadi 


1KANSCRIPT. 




klrr-oJ) |*^^1 iL-u 

qVA (5X.V ^'HJl 

fa 


> j*- 




^ ! 0 i~J kx. kx I OVsJj Axbf 


TRANSLATION 

I 

This building was completed during the reign of the great Khan, the bras est of the time, 
Rustam Khan, known as Chingiz Khun, in the month of RabI‘-II, ) ear mne hundred and se\ entj - 
eight 978 (1070 71 A D ) 

By the effort and under the management of Ifehtijar Khan, who has the dignity of prime 
minister Written bj the sinful sla\ a> earth like, Hafiz Mafadfir 

It is said that this stone originally belonged to the Rauza of Muzafiar Shun and was remoi ed 
to this place for safe custody nlien that building fell down Rustam Khan, mentioned in the 
inscription, was the brother in lav of Chingiz Khan who had assumed kmglj titles in Sha‘ban 
974 (February, 15G7), and vas assassinated in Safar 975 (August, 1567) After the murder of 
Chingiz Khun, Rustam Khan strengthened himself m Broach and also assumed the title of 
Chingiz Khan He was killed in $ba‘biin 980 (December, 1572) For further details of his 
history, see Zajar ul-Wahh bi Mvzaffar tea Ahh, (ed Sir Denison Ross, pp 475 et seqq , 
Mu'ut-i-Silandari, (Fatliu’I Karim Press, Bombay), pp 359 69 , and Ta’rilh i-Finshta, (Newal 
Kiskore ed ), Vol u, pp' 232 33 

> Plate XIX (b) 

No 3422 Inscribed on end of a wooden beam in the QazI Masjid 



(a) Inscription on a loose slab lying m the 
Dargah of Mahkdum Sharfu’d-Dm at Broach 


(b) Inscription on a beam of the Qaz 
Mas] id, Broach 



Scale 1 66 



Scale 25 


(c) Another inscription carved on wood m the Qazi Mas]id, Broach 



Scale 2 


(d) Inscription on the Southern door of Sultan Yar Khan’s tomb, Broach 








Scale 166 
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TRANSCRIPT 




iU***sv=>- ^j| 

^Xu i^. j) JLu 


TRANSLATION 

Built this auspicious house, 

The victorious Murtaza Elian, the G-hazI 
I sought the date of its construction from Wisdom, 

(It) said the date the mos>que of Qazl 

The date of the construction of this mosque as contained m the words Ssu/i is 1018 

(1609 A D ) Broach was then under the Mughals, hut the name of Nawwab Murtaza Khan is 
not met with in any of the books on history 


Plate XIX (c) 

No 3421 Qazi Masj id, carved on wood 

TRANSCRIPT 


~) <yl i-jUjj) y*.*J ^j.b 


U^) 


J* 

c 

Jb^. 

^!r“ 

f lt ; 15 


yf Jac yo jl 

l 





v_T^ 

«_V 




<SSM±jO 

j i — ~p/ 


TRANSLATION , 

This is the date of the construction (repairs) by Nawwab Murtaza K han who is connected 
with Murtaza {% e , ‘All) 

Yesterday a friend in the realm of thought, 

With a compassionate heart, and a wounded breast. 

The year of the date of this blessed house. 

Sought from the old and farsighted man of Wisdom, 

He said Do not pass away from (he Qazl Masjid, 

For through it you attain to your desire 

The date of the construction of this mosque is obtained from, the words ^oL » as in 
the last inscription 


Plate XIX (d) 

No 3420 Over the southern door of the tomb of NawwSb Sultan Yar RMn, known as Blur 

Bhaujan 


F 
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TRANSCRIPT 

ijbi. ^ ll-i-LU l|j^J ljJJ| iSXfJu £-i}b t_A>^ *7 ty 

TRANSLATION 

How excellent js the date [of death] of the martyred Mirra, 

AUiih is tho light of hc.i\ en and earth 
Nawwiib Sultun Yiir IDjaii [was] without fault 

The words ^IhL u|jj jicld 1071 (1GG0 Cl A D) The name of this Nawwiib 

is not mentioned m lnstorj The tomb is a \ cry unpretentious building mthout anj architec- 
tural beauty 

Pinto XX (n) 

No 3105 On a cistern m the Chunurwadn mosque 
TRANSCRIPT 


• • • •••• •• 



• * • 

• ♦ • 

b 6i 



U' 1 


<J? 1x0 Up 

v> 

uU 


J W 

J) 

<_•) 

fr 


• 


« • 

' — 1 

KS) J 




V ; j 3 * 

(<0 •*> < 

J b> U" ? 



ks'j 3 v> 

<=— 




f> a 

jjAj 

» 

J J 


TRANSLATION 
The Sun moves about here, bach-wards and forwards, 

That his two fountains 

As you have quenched jour thirst with the water [of this well], fulfil your obligation. 

And pray for the life of its founder 
The benefactor who founded this well 

May the cloud of generosity [rain] and the ocean of munificence flow (?) 

And his magnificence and wealth abide for cxer 
Hear from Madho (?) the date of its foundation, 

What an excellent well and soul mci casing air 

The chronogram in the last hemistich is much worn off, but if my reading is correct, the date 
of construction of this tank would be 1100 (1098 99 A D ) 

Plate XX (b) 

No, 3417 Over a door m the Ivotwul’s Mosque 



Chunarwada Mas] id, Broach 


Plate 


XX 


v' 


(a) Inscription on the 

r ' Yu viYa./W 1 ' r <& 1 

j ^'0/V ♦ * 

, (/; J|%Y 
! ^ fyi* S 

| '-* ' * * V * y 

i i » r ® 

«• *♦ 


w> 


(6) Inscription over a 


Scale 33 

door of the 


Kotwal’s mosque, Broach 



Scale 1 66 


W Inscription on KUsanafil Wall’s 
tomb, Broach 


+ i, p Southern wall of 
W In Hap P™ta Maspd Broach 
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TRANSCRIPT 


l - _P I 


<di) uM 1^ 

i 

l 


j 

y c/ 1 


LS* 

1 — ^ U 0 * 3 1 

J J 



l dibb 


I I rt* 

TRANSLATION 


When Amanullah opened the spring of plenty, 

And slept in peace, 

Ahmad, for the completion of this aim 

By his heart and soul stringed the pearls of effort 

The invisible Hatif for its date, 

By kindness said ' Continuous favour ’ 1134 

To find out the date of the construction of this cistern, add the head of l oUI , i e , A 
which is equivalent to 30, to the numerical value of which is 1104, thus giving the 

total of 1134 (1721-22 AD) 

Plate XX (c) 

No 3416 On Kilsaniifil Wall’s tomb, ‘All Darwaza J 
TRANSCRIPT 

v — Ja. '] (J^.) i- * ■wo ji 

j CyoJO 

I I vv 

• 'nJjb ^ ^.t) o)iXcJ^)^ i 

TRANSLATION 

. If at the hands of death, Jannat Ba’I departed 
From this world which is the abode of toil. 

The inspired one said its date according to circumstances, 

They made her abode tn the sanctuary oj Paradise 1177 (1763 64 A D ) 

The complete hemistich contains the date , and if the numerical value of Jannat 
Ba’I is added to that of 1 that too gives the date 


tr v 


t ^2sQ ^Ln-> 


F 2 


Plate XX (d) 

No 3400 On a stone fixed in the south wall of Haiji Plr k! Masjid, 
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TRANSCRIPT. 




u! j _j i A&! 

oUj ~ 


TRANSLATION 

Allah, the Hjgli and tho Blessed lias said, 

During the 311 st period of the King of the world 
the foundation of the Janu* Masjid was laid 

The stone is a fragment, and the names of both the 1 mg and the builder are missing 


Inscription nt Amod. 

Pinto XXI (n) 

Ko 3100 Above the central mthiub of the Janu* Mnsjid 


TRANSCRIPT 

/Li 


noji* i_^xbuuj 


^i^-1 Ctjf , ^ InO j, 1-Sa 3 , <Ocr-* 


,u 


£-J 

I 


llAj L>*i^ 

cby j y_<i o!jj 

1 ^ Mi) ^Jl e * 1 


TRANSLATION 

AlHli and IIis grace 

When divine fas our was bestowed on Khalil Sh"h, 

He constructed the Jiimi‘ Mnsjid for the decoration of Islam, 

He ruined the idol house and temple of the polytheists, 

(And) completed the Mnsjid and tho pulpit in its place 
Without doubt, his building v, as accepted bv Allfdi, 

TV ft at a pleasing edifice became the calculation of its year Oil 
The chronogram is contained in the words <Jj xa< L - 1 ^- c Aj which jield 911 (1503 GAD) 
Khalil Shah, the founder of this mosque, was the 3rd son of Suit In Mahmud Bigarha and was 
about the date mentioned above governor of Baioda He succeeded to the throne in the month 
of Ramadan 917 as MuraCar Shah Sec Mir'al-i Silandari pp 118-133 


Inscriptions at Surat; 

Plate XXI (b) 

Ko 3335 On a tomb stone in the graveyard Known as Tnb‘i Tubi’in at Rnnder, 



(a) Inscription over the nuhrab of the Jami c Mas]id, Amod 


Plate XXI 



Scale 166 
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TRANSCRIPT 


4Ul Jy/j 4U| 3!) dJ) I) 

aJJ| u! |ajJ Igjj ysn* Uj,3 ^c3 l_> 0- ^ uly^j ^ c^.y ^ ^.^jo 

( S ) ^ j&y I ,^Uj MJ| ^kc^| 

JcVjtfiJ) yiy« ^jso iJyZx J tXa.) I — vUuJj djUa. iyysjJ 4 jXw)j Sj]j^o^j MJ) JJ^aJ 

dJ|j iXa-SV 0 ^Xfi ill) j (SjCmlI-wj ^yij^jX j dJ-w 

The Throne Verse (,_y/h < of) is inscribed all round the border of the stone 

TRANSLATION 


There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah Their Lord gives them 
good news of mercy from Himself and (His) good pleasure and gardens, -wherein lasting blessing 
shall be theirs , abiding therein for ever, surely Allah has a mighty reward with him (Qu’ran, 
i\, 21-2) This is the tomb of the pitied and forgiven slave, hoping for the mercy of Allah, the 
most High, Abu Baler, son of Uthmin, lance maker (?) of Mecca, may Allah sheathe him m His 
Mercy and Pleasure, and make him reside m the centre of His gardens He died on Saturday, 
the tv enty- first of the month of Zu’l-Qa'da, year seven hundred and twenty one (12th Decern 
ber, 1321) And may Allah send His benedictions on Muhammad and his family 1 

This is one of the oldest inscriptions m Surat District, but the name of the reigning king is 
not mentioned m it As Bander was a very important port, I presume that Abu Bakr must 
have been an Arab merchant There is another similar inscription which is at present fi\ed m 
a wall of the Nit Naurl Mas] id at Rander, but that too is a tomb stone 

This last stone is erroneously supposed by the local people to have belonged to a temple 
which originally 3tood on the site of the Nit Naurl Mosque 


Plate XXI (c) 

No 3120 Over the entrance gate of Mirza Sami' Id Mas] id, Surat 

TRANSCRIPT 


- (dty Mil 


^10) '■ — y^| L ^ 1 jj] 

VM d-Uv £iyi 

TRANSLATION 


OyC yi £/o(o- Lu 

(ysJjyVS ^LkMl & JjJ 

^y ^JUj MJ| uyj SjLu 


This Jami' Masjid was built during the reign of the great Sultan Abu’l Mujalnd Muhammad, 
son of Lutf Sliah (a mistake for Tughluq Shah), the Sultan, in the time of the chief of the 
Shaikhs, Fakhru’l-IIaqq wa’d-Dln (pride of truth and religion) Abu Bakr Muhammad Mas'adah, 
Amir of the Arabs, may Allah perpetuate the prosperities of his blessings Its budding was 
completed by the help of Allah, the Most High, on Friday, the fourteenth of TumadI II, year 
730 (29th September, 1336 which however fell on a Monday and not Friday) 
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Tins inscription purports to bo nbout 800 yean. old but the atone on which it is run pel is i ie,7 
It appear, that when the old atone had either decayed or boon dimigcd, t lie* inscription 
\mis copied on another atone nnd h\cel oyer Hie entrain e to tin i moiejin V ft w medal es !me 
therefore been nuido bj the cop)i«t Abu’l Mujnhid Muhammad van the non of 'I u dduej bliiih 
nnd not Luff ijlifdi It is not possible to n- ugn any meaning! to tin word although it 

is written ten clearly Again, prnhitbl) n fen nords lm\e liprn omtft<d altogether It is 
improbiblc that the chief of the Mini Its uho uould In a religiout mnn < on Id also In tin \mir 
or ruler of the Arabs I bcheie theyiord'— * meaning' >nd ’ lias bet n omitt< d lit tv (i'll tho 
words^yjJl and y\ If tin i n cornet, tin nisi nption v onld m< in, “ In the tine of tho 
chief of tho Shaikhs lakliru 1 IIn*]*j lin'd Dm and Vbu Hi 1 r Muhammad Mnadih, \rur 
of the Arabs 


Pinto XXII (i) 

No 31 la On tin < e*t door of Kb, Ija ^afur Salmlnt i Tomb 
TRANSCRIPT 

^ ; XJ| ^ f t ** -l^-** Ui<^| IU* 

jla. «XjhA-s. 


TRANSLATION 

Tins is the noble and illudriou. inmi* oh itn of tin i ugusl (m d] tin in rhrul IChf n, Kbuajn 
Safar as Snhniinl, knoi n i s M tjliufl Mul arr>in (i < , tin* noble ».*e< mblvj Kliud ivi nd Khan 

This is the tomb of J\li\\ ,~j \ '"efir Mlin'nl uho \ ai on* of tin import wit nnbbimit of the 
court of Sultm Mahmud ‘jhfli II, on of 1 utf *^jifih (O' 1 r,r >l II ) He was a T url end his n ‘1 
name was Ghnnnfar Aejl Ik Ii"tind m tla im il \ w-* bet *on the Ahmad -d Tin c -ultan-* and 
the Portuguese In 017 (1510 II \ I) ) he runnd the title of Khiidlwand M 'n and i is made 
goiernor of Surat In ord*>r to deb nd the port a minst the ntt u 1 s of tin Portium* - he st irk el 
the construction of a fort v huh was tomplck d in 910 (1512 {5 \ I)) I in Ida, \ ol u, p 210 
(Neural Kishorc edition) a n s — litfon tlm lor* w t > built the Luropeins won in tho habit of 
molesting the Muslims of the pros litre of Nurd Salt'u Mahmud appointed JCJiudfy "nil Kb In 
as Goiernor of Surat, and comm uid d h.m to eomtruct a fort there When (-> lin-nnfar \<]I, tho 
Turk, entitled khud'iuand Kb'in, t irtui the work the Lurop. ins m lek a,\cr d attempts to 
present the building, and fought mini} inttlc-., but o\cr) tune, they wen d< feated The fort is 
scrj strong It is said that when the Luropt ins could not present In force t he construc- 

tion of the fort, tliej tried the was of courtesy and polittiics., and offered i large sum of money 
to Ivbudaw and Khun to induce him to stop the budding of the fort but he rejected their gold nnd 
continued with the work Then lie brought nil the guns of the lurks (which were called 
feulaimanl and which they had left at lunagadh), and placed them in the fort of burnt m order 
to strengthen it further He was hilkd during the protracted seige of Diu in 033 (1310 A D ) 
by a cannonball which took off Ins head For further details about his history, see Ta’riit i- 
Firishta, Vol n, pp 220 27 , and /, a/arii'l-WShh (cd Sir Denison Ko^s), red i, pp 217- 
27 o , vol il, pp iwu wuiu 



Plate XX 
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Plate XXII (b) 

No 3461 Over the entrance of the Tindcl Mosque 
TRANSCRIPT 

i bo tyl cS ^yi*£J (J| ^ i 

(_sb bu-aj ^y>b tiSsw j\ Oy- jK 

l * q t' y^J) y) 

TRANSLATION 

The house for the worship of the God of the Prophet of both men and genu, 

Which was constructed by Hasan, became acceptable to both the worlds 
The >ear of its date the old man of wisdom said with eagerness, 

(It is) a pare place of pi ost> ahon , a decoration for the gales of the sacred piecmcls of Mecca and 

Medina 1092 Written by Abu’l Kliair 

/ 

The last hemistich v, Inch contains the chronogram totals up to 1092 (1681 AD) 

Plate XXII (c) 

No 3454 On a tomb stone m the compound of Dana Sahib’s Rauza 
TRANSCRIPT 
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yo\i 
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f 

fibjuOb 


8 Lai 
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Jb 

J nC 
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sU 

f 


cS. y 
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J* y 

if 

)>y U J* 

u* 

s 

; slA J 
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li-ai j* 

oy 

v_jW 


b 

ty}yy 

iVS 

r 1 / 

cjJ-a. 

vjLai 


U^ 

dJU) 


v ; a 30 


«KjU. 

Jy°) 

o[o 


o*- 


0 Lv b 

1 

r t 

jbj 

ulyc 

t/> 


^ j\ 

i — ~yj-=k _j JL. ^y| y 


#be 



c b 

0tjJ 


f 

iS bn/ 

(a 

«bi!»j 

<j.y« 

<jJUj L 


o^° 


^yl JUv o]jl Ojj 


1 1 rr 


TRANSLATION 

During the period of the qibla of the Muslims, 

Helper of the faith, king with a heaven-hke court, 


t J v* u 1 t **i *» t X l ' 


1 v 
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Fee Olid lord of Ihe lutpp) conjunction 1 mg of the time, 
iSlindoH of God, SJifih ‘ \lfun, the Puduhiili, 

The hkj which footers the mein, nnd ccerv hour 
Cuds a Joseph into tin depth of n well, 

Font i couth under the ground 

In pm f for whom the heart of the hint' nnd the nrrm hn\< ban renmd 
[ITc was] Lord of the faith, Ilnhmvtu llnh ( Mlfdi’n hie ‘uni') for the c orld 
Khan of exalted dicnitc who e re ting ph re is paradise 
lie marched, with a bloorh winding shat, up to the foot of the ‘ irji, 

God pace him the tith of Ju'tqnh (hieing the digmte of lin an) 

lie w a 1 died in this \utr and [I] sought 

From God the date of [the dc nth ofj one v ho hr * tal • n refuge m dnine forgn oness 
'1 lie in\ isilde Iiapircr said “ On hi i head has pi iced 
The Lord of the sun nnd moon the trru n of fnrgm m - ' ’ 

After that the aeir of tin t dwrlh r of paridis' ha inn , 

I'ahmnl't'lluh, ihi Mr nnr/ oj ivnoc, nt wirl'jr 1122 

The Pst hcmist'cli contains the rlironogrun nnd \i< Ids 1122 (1710 V 1) ) 

This inscnption records the d ite of dr «tl» of one min'd H dim tu'II ih a ho died iming end 
who is nddrastd as the Kb "in of lugli digtutc Xothim: more a 1 noi » about him 

Plato XXII (cl) 

No 3338 On n gnte of the ma'lra a attached to D'na '■'fdub « Reap 


TRANSCRIPT 


lu 


LeJx 

1U. ’O'o ^11' 'a! it 

lLcrJj 



O r rw j\ c : } b 


i irr 




TRANSLATION 

The KL'n whose honest \ hns giicn n polish to the faith, 

Constructed a college for theologians , 

I ashed the date of its construction from 31 adorn, 

It aid to me nnniedintd) , (he abode of (h h anu.d mrn 1123 (1711 A I) ) 

This matha^a wns constructed b> Ymiinnt Khun entitled Shnlmmnt Kb In, whowns Hut si 
saddi (Chief Accountant) of the port of Surat See Mir fit i Ahmadi, Vol 1, pp 3*11-2 

Plato XXIII (a) 

No 313o On a btepped welt in GopI Tulao, 



(a) Inscription from a well m Gopi Talao, Surat 



Scale 125 
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TRANSCRIPT 




< 4 ^^ ^J-CClc yyX 
i_^b _y 0) tXxO ^jkJjj: ' 
kjlx ^JU) \dkjA. i^/sks^ 0 ^Jk: 
cjUsJ) ^kc &f^i Jj ixxS (Jjawx. 1 i. 
I -9^ ' A~ l * "■ AjUrJJ j) OjJ 


<Ju£i ^,IL**<} * dX)) ^A-w i ^IxaJIc j^tA 

«jJu ^)^j 1^0 Ls* L -Xo ^ ^3 Oj dXsO ^xJcXC » 

cLuj |,lx ^ ^ ^ *—^ 7 -** ^ L -^Uv bfj j (J^- pJlfi 

Ok uj J ^***“3 |t^»Lo *- <_)UsJ) ^AX <3^-3 ^J<A &AaX i_JjA»»aJ* \. 

^ f Vl jl ^ ^1 fJ 1 * y* 1 -** y *iyy At &i»u ji 0 ^ 

1 1 r* 

*U| vjJj ^ 

TRANSLATION 

[During] the period of tlio second ‘Alamgir, King of the faitli, Farruldi Siyar,] 

IVliose sword became tbc guardian of the realm of Islam 

Tbo band of lus justice struck a blow on tbc bead of Nausbirwun (1 e , surpassed him m 
justice) 

The country and tbc nation everywhere secured tranquillity by bis justice 

Mir ‘Alam, sincere friend of Haidar Qull Khan, a reservoir of water 

Constructed in Surat, which became life giving to tbo high and tbo low 

Salsabil (a fountain in Paradise) of the Ka’ba of heart, tins reservoir of the water of life 

Tbc vispircr communicated this chronogram and showed eloquence 

As its bricks were taken from an idol temple, one rose and said, 

Mir ‘Alam became the joundcr 0 / this reservoir by revelation 1130 
Written by Wall’Ullab 

The last hemistich contains the chronogram It totals to 1131 out of which te , 1 is sub- 
tracted to yield 1130 (1718 AD) 

The hemistich beginning with the word Salsabil also forms a chronogram and totals up to 

1130 

Plato iOi.HI (b) 

No 3155 On a stepped well m Gopi Talao 
TRANSCRIPT 

v V *1 1 tvJtxflsh. cXa^G • • • ikwofj . . * , 


j v *| | - a*kti 

j (J 1 *" 1 *V * ) 

^ ii£> f\ 


l (jj | iS 

tfl j y «_$**■* j oj j 
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dXwj &><**{ 1 akJ j 
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TRANSLATION 

* * * 

The dust of whoso feet is the crown of nil. 

FarruJsJi Sijnr the kin;', bj the fame of whose justice, 

The creation and the world arc in the cradle of repose 
The sky of beneficence, Ilnular Qtili Khun, 

During whose period tjrannj has become extinct 

• 4 » » 

B} the grace of God lie completed it. 

» 

He laid waste sex era! idol temples, 

In order to make tins strong building firm 

How can the wall of Alexander equ d this building 7 

E\en mountains arc less (than this budding) m dignit} and *tnbiliitx 

So much purity and elegance Imre been brought to be n r upon it, 

That its water equals Zamram in purity 

Haidar Quli {Chan who is mentioned in this and the pres ions m cnpt'otl w.w the officer m 
charge of Surat m the time of Parrulb Snar, r'c Hr f'J.irii’/ i n \ol I, p 820, Vol II, 
pp. 74G 51, and Mir'ut l Aftnath, part II, pj> I 2 The tt^pp’d rill h in rums and onla r fc . 
walls remain to giac an idea of its former grontruxs Hurt ere Other inscriptions on the ,-rll, 
but the stone on which they ere caned is so worn of! that it come* oT in chips bj mere touch 

Pinto XXIII (c) 

Ho 3118 On the Bhnp->1 Birja pate 
TRANSCRIPT 

f 

Ajj j v. — ^yitr if (Jt=- ijB rk2 Oa 1 ".-* u^. 

cM c/' 1 ^ ' Zi yr' 

(jW* 1 J jyZ y -- (_jb o,) ^y}S i_jO) -- Ovi> iuJ <c^sf 

i irr 

TRANSLATION 

IVhat a happy period is the time of Muhammad ghfih, the Ohurl, the shadow of God, 

That by the effort of the 30. In of noble determination and exalted dignity, 

The fort — defence of Surat — beheld the shape of completion, ' 

Which fort is the refuge of the enlightened ones like the signs of the Zodiac 
Bijan said the word of its date with great politeness, 

That this will be the gale of the fori of the city of Islam and safety 1132 

The last hemistich contains the chronogram and yields 1132 (1720 A D ) 

Bijan is apparently the name of the poet who composed this inscription 

Plato XXIV (n) 

Ho 34C0 Over tha gateway of the ilulla Masjid. - - 
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TRANSCRIPT ' ■ ‘ ’ 

" I 1 r' , ' ’ 

^Lc lU *»v» ^U, y y& (i-jbcua) 

lire ’ ' ‘ 

TRANSLATION. , 

Hold the skirt of the companions [of the Prophet] and say the J ami* [ Masjid] of Muha\nma& 
‘Ah is flourishing 1135 

! 

The last hemistich yields 1133 to which 2 for ^ i_s which is the last letter of 
is added to give 1135 (1722 23 A D ) which is the date of construction of thiB mosque 

Muhammad ‘All, the 1 founder of this mosque, was probably ‘Umdatu’t Tujjar Mulla Muham- 
mad ‘All, son of Mulla ‘Abdu’l Hayy See Mir' at i-AJmadi, Vol II, p 103 


, , Plate XXIV (b). 

No 3458 Over the La‘1 Darwaza. 


S i - 


TRANSCRIPT < , 

" f , * . ’ 

^ y * L i_vj 

lioii' 

<, ' r r - , - - ' - , 

TRANSLATION. 

How Excellent 1 Tigh Beg Khan, lord of dignity, 

Constructed this gate m a happy style ’ 

The angel of good augury said its date, , 

a Th%%im La]l gat?, of exalted dignity , , 1161 ■ < 

I , 

The last hemistich contains the date and yields 1151 (1738 39 A D ) Tigh Beg Khan was 
the Mutasaddi of Surat from 1144 till his death m 1159 H See Mir’al-i-Ahmadl, Yol II, 
pp 147 and 339 1 

Plate XXIV (c) 

_ 1 No 3451 Over the entrance of the CJhalabl Maspd 
TRANSCRIPT 

j e 1 

&JJj dJJj <jJJ| ]|| dJj 


d/ u ^ 0-** j 

I^I^I J Oj j J £»U. il-nw'* L ,„) Jjuu 

I 

l^y) 0.1 jb I (OyoJ I — of l ,1- JUjjs. Cy* 

im : ( . . 

• TRANSLATION 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent,! the Merciful - 1 

There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the messenger of Allah 

o 2 
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EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


Alluh Muhammad, Abu Baler. ‘Ufhmun ‘All 
By the grace of God ■who gives life to bone3, 

For the sake o£ the best of creation, the bountiful Prophet, 

The Jutm‘ Masjid has become holy and much frequented, 

How auspicious and high is this building by Ibrahim 1 
When Wisdom sought for its jear, tho wise angel said, 

Ibrahim again constructed the house of God 1 191 

The chronogram m tho last hemistich yields 1191 (1777 AD) 

The name of tho founder of this mosque was thus Ibrahim 

Over tho ruined gateway of Bakbsii’s Darjii Mahal 

TRANSCRIPT. 

ji . i — i]j bjU* Vjm l _yJ r 4 <->> I &M) 

y jl o~*~) j y*'* 

(-**•<) fjni y ^ ^ y* 

I 17*1 

jjjmJ] j i-oJuJjj JyjJb jiiij *— b * 

IMA 

This is an eye rending of tho inscription An impression could not be taken as the inscribed 
words have been filled in with black stono 

TRANSLATION. 

In the name of Allah, tho Beneficent, tho Merciful 

My Lord 1 Cause me to alight a blessed alighting, and Thou art the bc3t to cause to abght. 
(Qur’an xxm, 29 ) 

[This] lustrous house belongs to Najm i Din (i c , the Star of Faith) , 

[It] is a specimen of Paradise on earth 

Ehtr-hid Niguli (i c , Sun eyed) is the name of this building, 

The date of its construction is contained m it 1190 

0 God, opener of gates, make this gate open for ever with riches, bliss and happiness. 1198 
(1783 84 A D ) 

The words jfl> yield 1190 (1782 A D ) which is the date of the construction. 

The year 1198 given at tho end probably refers to the fixing of the tablet bearing the 
inscription. 

No 3159 On a Mosque near the ruined Ba^hshl’s Darya Mahal 


TRANSCRIPT. 
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y\ <sJJ/ |*««j 
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aiJj 



Jj-nw'O 
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Plate 


XXV 


Inscription 


on tl« tomb ot the last 

Dana Shah’s Rauza, 


Harvwab of Surat, 
Surat 




Scale 166 
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TRANSLATION. 

In the name ol All lb, the Beneficent, the Merciful 1 

Alllh Muhammad Abu Bakr ‘Umar 

Amir of the age, star of the firm religion (Najmu’d-Dln) 

Built a mosque hoping for permanence, 

The proclaimcr proclaimed the j car of its construction, 

Jl i s one oj the icshgcs of good actions Year 1207 
‘Uthmiin ‘Ah' 

The last hemistich forms the chronogram and yields 1207 (1792 93 A D ) 

Like the pro\ lous inscription the impression of this inscription too could not be taken 

Plato XXV 

No c 3152 53 Din! Sulub’s Raum, on the sarcophagus of the tomb of the last Nawwab of 

Surat 

TRANSCRIPT. 

<-JU| b 

j *1 1 \_cy* L J L '!) J ^/j 

u i^ ) jjJj ^ i^ 4 - 0 Ji dy aA jx& JU j] •) j 

u 12 ; / b a* (a. (Jaw ^ 

U] ;; i l /A* f (■;! vj^i- 3 - y llJ l J u^-Aj uj, J 1 " •~£>_5 la*** J 

a |jJ U T <-&» jl ‘ °’b> *• of 0^0 J Jj 

1POA 

TRANSLATION 

0 Allah 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

The ruler of Surat Nan wub Qamar Daulat, from the world 

Departed for Paradise, Ah 1 sorrow and lnmcntation 

In one thousand, one hundred and ninety six aftor the Flight, 

Was born that moon of resplendent forehead, in this world 

At [the age of] forty years, three months and seven days, that illustrious one 

Succeeded his father with pomp and magnificence. 

When his noble age became sixty one years and eight months, 

He turned his back on the world and started towards Paradise , 

For the year of the demise of that lord of Surat, in pam, 

The invisible Inspirer said from the heaven consider him the end of the Namoabs 1285 

The words Jj contain the chronogram and total up to 1258 (1842 AD) 

Nawiinb Qamaru’d Din according to this inscription was bornm 1196 (1782), was raised to the 
gaddi m 1238 (1823) and died in 1258 (1842) See the Surat District Gazetteer, pp. 154-55. 
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Inscriptions in the Satara District 

r 

The District of Satara has no separate hist&ry of its own It formed part of the various 
kingdoms which were established from time to time m the Deccan It is probable that it was 
held by the Early and Western Chalukyas from about 550 to 760 , the Rashtrakutas to 973 , 
the Western Chalukyas to about 1190 , and the Dcogin Yadaias till the Muslim conquest of the 
Deccan about 1318 ' " 

The first Musbm invasion of the Deccan by ‘Alibi'd Din Khalji took place in 1291, but the 
power of the Dev agin Yadavas was not extinguished till 1318 when ihc present district of Satara 
must have come under tho 6way of the Delhi Sultans From 1318 onwards, Maharashtra was 
ruled by governors appointed from Delhi and stationed at Dcogiri There is only one mscrip 
tion, me , that on the Jami' Mnsjid at Khan spur (see p 46 and Plate XXYI (a)) which belongs 
to this period About 1317 the district of Satara passed on to the Baihmani kingdom, and 
on its dismemberment, to the ‘Add Shall! dynasty in 1189 

There are only two places of importance m the Satara District, viz , Satara propor and Knrad 
Satara is a place of great antiquity , but it came into prominence in the tunc of the Bijnpur Sultans 
who used it as a state prison In 1579, Kishwar Khan accused Chund Bib!, the dowager queen, 
of instigating her brother Murtaza Is i?, fun Shah of Ahmadnagar to nwadc Bijapur, and sent her 
as a state prisoner to the fort at Satara On Ki^hwar Khan's fall m the same year, Ohand Bib? 
was released and conducted to Bijapur In 1 592, DiKiwar KTjiin, the regent, was sent ns a 
prisoner to this fort where he shortly -afterwards dicdd When the power of the Bijapur Sultans 
dechned, Satara passed into the hands of the Malirattns from whom it wns conquered by* Aurang 
zeb in 1700 , Si V years after that, however, it was Vctnkon by tho Mnhrattas and remained m 
tlieir’ possession till 1818 when, at the close of the war with the Fcshwn in 1818, it fell into the 
hands of the British, but was restored to the representative of Snaps line, who, during the 
Peshwa’s ascendency, had hved there as a 6tatc prisoner . In 1848, on the death of the last Raja, 
the principality escheated to tho British 

_ Karad the second important placo m this district is situated abouf 31 milos, south of Satara 
at the confluence of the Krishna and the Koyna, on the Poona Bangalore Road It js a place 
of great antiquity In tho Muslim ponod it ‘came into prominence only in the lGth century as 
it was situated on the road from Bijapnr to Dabhol which w as tho chief sea port of the ‘Add Bhahi 
Sultans of Bijapur It was also the headquarters of a governor Among the ancient remains 
at Karad are (1) the Jami' Masjid completed in 1575 76 by the order of Kiimd Khan (see mscrip 
tions Nos 3445 to 3447 and Plates Nos XXVI to XXIX), (2) the ‘Idgiih, which is about 250 feet 
long and about 30 feet high, and (3) the mausoleums of two Muslim saints m tho Guruwar 
Petb, which are said by the local people, to have boon built in the fourteenth century 


No 3549 


On the Jami* Mnsjid at Khanapur 
Plate XXVI (a). 


TRANSCRIPT 

j*/o)!| l_dA) liklJOo li-nunJj (<j)_yA 

sJj J| JoUJ) ^l*J| yoD) ifJlJ ) jAi «£Lo di) ^IkLJ) slk u j »li uiiLsiJjy) 

SJ-w ^ yxyaiLi '» — (<5) Jjy ^jjJj ^ 

i , j tWiU 
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TRANSLATION. 

This blessed and auspicious mosquo was built in the reign of the great Sultan, roaster of the 
necks of nations, Abu’l Mujalnd Muhammad Shah, son of Tughluq Shah, the Sultan, may He 
perpetuate his kingdom, at the order of the great Malik, the erudite, the just, Shamsu’ d-Dawla h 
wa’d-Din (t c, Shamsu’ d-Din) successor of Zahir al ‘Alawi (ie,a descendant of ‘All), may his 
authority and bfe continue, in the year seven hundred and twenty five ' And after it we 
praise [Allah] and bless [the Prophet] 

i 

This inscription is the oldest record of its kind m the Satara District It is dated 725 (1325 
AD), the } ear m which Sultan Muhammad Tughluq succeeded his father on the throne Mabk 
SJiamsu’dDln who is said to have ordered the construction of this mosque is not mentioned in 
the list of nobles at the court of Sultan Muhammad Tughluq given in Ziyau’d-Dln’s TcCrikh i Firiiz 
ShaJn It is not clear whether Zahir al-* Alawi is a separate person or only a part of the "name of 
Mnhk Sbamsu’d-Din Thero is, however, one ZaliiraT Juyusli whose name is given m Ta'rlkk- 1 - 
Flruz Shall, page 451, but ho does not appear to have had any connection witlPthe'Deccan 

Dr U M Daudpota, 51 A , Ph D (Cantab ), Professor of Arabic, Ismail College, Andheri, 
who has very kindly corrected my reading and translation Of the Arabic portion of the , inscrip- 
tions dealt with in this article, thinks that the language of the inscription is incorrect, and that 
* i j u * * t and ’ 1 1 _ x>]o, should bb 1 * \jj «jlJ) ‘ and 

respectively , 

Khanapur is a small town m a taluka of the same name in the Satara District It contains 
a Jami’ Mas] id which from its Arabic inscription examined above may well rank among the 
earliest mosques erected in the Maharshtra by early Muslim conquerors from north The mosque 
is of respectable size with a substantial enclosure wall, an open court and a terraced hall rendered 
imposing by a colonnade of 36 stone pillars which by, the Chalukyan patterns of their carved 
ornamentation appear to have originally belonged to some ancient Hindu temples The hall is 
three bays deep, its west has three niches or vnhrabs, the one m the middle being more ornate 
than the other two Close to the central mihrab stands a high stone pulpit with four steps 
The mam entrance to the open court of mosque lies through a domed porch in the east side of 
the enclosure The msciption described above occurs on a stone slab fixed in the wall above 
the inner doorway of this porch A long liana rese inscription is found on a wall an the porched 
entrance opening m the north side of the enclosure t This inscription 1 wil Ibe .published m its 
proper place in due course 1 

Inscriptions at Karad, District Satara 

i " 

In the Jami* Maspd at Karad r , 

(a) On a pillar to the ’South 

l 

( * 

Plate Xxvl £b) 

' t_< u 1 

No 3544 " ' , 

1 This paragraph has hindlj been contributed at my request by Mr Q SI Pioneer, B A , Assistant Superin- 
tendent, Archaeological Survey, Western Cirole, Poona • 1 
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TRANSCRIPT 

) j] iJf ) vs^p £ ' J *^1*^/ y i)ccj — 

^jla. jX) iA*od ^yk J ^k* \> * — ’&* [J$ 

(jJuf lu jl cuy=^) j[; ] £>jb ^1 [ <X^ 3 q/,r a- <3 A* a~ l^y 

OAf" O ’j JUrjfm j- .. 

TRANSLATION 

May God, glorr bo to Him nnd exalted bo Ho, nnl i tin" n dtwn 1 ' ordai..m*,it to thi f t. ant 
of this home of Alliih for tbo like of Muhammad nnd hi« f«n»!>, * nd ' Mi tV m> t li”Ji To 
tins poor, insignificant, nnd humble v amor ‘All, i on of Muiv'd of b r rf Vt, i ddri - d r« TIr \nd*r 
1-Q.iiin, tbo command [to construct this mo-'pm] ran gnen in the }< ar D '<> (157 , 2 75 \ I) ) It t ns 
completed m tbo vo"r 085 (1575 7G \ 1) ) Ho v bo n ab tbr dst> , in M r» rt ernlx * the founder 
of this Marjid with a prajer 

Tbo first part of tbo inscription is not \ cr rVar ‘All, ion of M tr-d rd l*fah*n, v} r> r iprr 
vi^ed the construction of the mosque, mm t hn.e been r*!"cl,id t* » kit > 1 Kh'n, but bn rnrue 13 
not mentioned in the Bt 1 1'- u, or nn\ other \ oil o,tb hi *0*} of ibjapur 

(f») On nnothrr pilhr to the no-tb 

Plato XXVI (c) 

No 3515, 

JLRANSCHIPT 

«iifj is^lLx 0 Uj| ibl Jolr ^Jtc iLi eJ) < — t>(_ r u ^Jle i‘ Z 

o’L-.A->t' y-Ul <—’ c ~ A , J Ok ijk. y 

JL UANSLATION 

During the reign of the 1-ing, refuge of the world, Mmdov* of the inxour of Ml'di, the exalted 
king, ‘Add §h*di, [mi)] bis end be laudable mid bis bith secure ’ and fduruic the time of] the 
Khan of exalted dignity, friend of the fami!} (of Add Shah J ) Ibrahim Kamil Khan 

(c) Hound the arch of the irxlaCib 

Pinto XXVII. 

No 3510. 

TRANSCRIPT 

« , ibw Jolc zS /II ^X*v 

t-v* r ^5| l3]l) jjlt> \~yJytO JtU £jm 6X jSO iLw 

y) £);; w t/’i* (f* u-si-Tv * oUV bo 0/ { j^iy j~ j) 
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l • '■Us ^ j] 

)iA^- ^-a- 1 ) . . 

U*» t st-jjj sxxf ^jju j o 1 ^ 

. . . 


(<i) j y3 1 — -*& 

• • • fb ^r^- 


TRANSLATION 

Allah be thanked that m the reign of ‘Ali ‘Add Shah, 

Kamil 

The king of Jamshld’s dignity, and the monarch of Alexander’s impetuosity, 

The ]ust ruler, sovereign of the kingdom of generosity 

Kamil TThan bmlt this mosque on account of truth and firm faith, * > 

A mosque which like the Haram, is favour-bestowing and spirit enlivening 


Wisdom, at last said ( ? ) 

\ 

He exists solely for submission to us ( 2 ) 

His name Mir Muhammad Hazrat Klian (*) 

completed by the grace of God 
Wisdom wrote its date 

Qibla of veracity and true faith, Ea'ba of the lords of purity 
Written by 


This inscription is smeared with pamt and as the local Muhammadans object to its 
removal, it is not possible to decipher it correctly 

The chronogram is contained m the last hemistich and gives 981 H (1573-74 A.D ) 

i - < , < 

(d) Over the rrnhrab, lower ' ' 


No 3541. 


Plate XXVIII (a) ' 

J.JKANSCRIPT. 


l 

U->U* vibLioJ ^ j o 1 ^ < -y j 

^ 3 A* J** am') j ^1 4b) e -"-O 

sti ii))e^> jjJol) lie 


TRANSLATION. 

And say My Lord 1 make me to enter a goodly onterrag, and cause me to go forth a goodly 
going forth, and grant me from near Thee a power to assist [me] ( Qur’an , xvn, 80 ) 

The servant of the family of the Prophet, Ibrahim Kamil Khan, son of IsmaTl Kamil Eharf 
980 H (1572-73 A D ) Written by ‘All, son of ‘Ala’u’d Din Mardan Shah 

H 



n’lGiurinv isno Mo-ixMitn 


no 

'Jin's inscription thorn tint the fr'tiir of Ihnbf'ii KXmd JvJ>’n, r < * al a enf/bd hdrnil 
J\ ban 

'J lio fird |Tiri of the irrf-r.ption * * irh </{ n * . f'i> n tb* (><r «*> i» no t pi* < ti in tlu 

rinto 

Imnutfiwlj nho\ i> thm in - riptmn, tin r» n n^I <-r o- i-d, cm- •' od, o f r<r>< JO, 
diopter i\ of the C >r tin 

(r) \ho> < the r “n”i r arth do < e 
Pint* NX VI II (b) 

No ,r»l2 

transcript. 

iLJotc ^ dr ^.Fr FX f a> J b- (c) e'JiJ . a- ju ^ J f -~-’ 

, . ^uj-v ^■ s y’ - « 

TRANSLATION 

Tun di-> t' Mo<fjt>o *“■*■( b i* 1 , ] •> (<) s, ’ * , i* i* '• If (tr.Tj 7 .”. A IM t* v t » “ f <" i & 
of the 1 1 j ; * Ul ‘ Vtil *ai. d [ 4 . « *4-" < '} t* <• JO X «■>* *•* l*. i «h r lb-P Jv w d 

Jvb'n 

\t the lctUM of the* ii i * { v n ! ..«• - o n ><' d t * d'-ton p* <•! i* ro**» e f t} 

(/) On n •to”c built H u» * the t t ' tier »d *1>" t > ’* * -11 < f fT “- r ' op - 


Plr*o >J'L>: (■,) 
TRAN SCRIPT. 



. U 

C_s .U J* i< 


J 

Ij: iL* », w \ j 

xj» 

p b 


i .i 

u C > 

0 .*y»J 

V ^ 

V * 

* •— pt] Cl i 

V- 

r!i *“ 

r u r" 

mo ^u. j 

w»' 

r 

t v Vl— ^ ti*- 



W' JL ' 



,>i»j c \ 

> - * * 


TRANSLATION 

Dunne the period of 1 ti" * 'It d it .u. t in r. 

"W ho is 1 nor n for hi t j oodiu - > from one < td of the rorld to t* • o ,, a* 1 
Ordered the ( on* tructio.i of thii >ublinie noajtu, 

Jv iiml Ivban of c 'nit' ti clif.mt'V , t> ho'C de- rri ~t all -tt uned. 

Thi-> buitdiu" r liuh lifti it hod to the Jn men* t an com tructcd, 

' I rom Ur. Soro, Jams] id horro rd hi Cup of Punt}. 

The nkj itselt has not reen ia tiic H'ven chtro ! 

Such n grand edifice of nu'picioan end 



Plate XXVIII 


(rt) Over the milu ab of the Jami c Masjid 
at Kaiad 



Sc lie i|2 


(&) Ovei the mihiab, neai the dome, of the same Jann‘ Masjid 



Scale 142 
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It is stated by the local people that this stone was recovered from the debris accumulated m 
the compound of the mosque and built into its present position a few years ago 

The Jilmi* Maspd at Knmd was begun m 980 H (1572 73 AD) and completed m 983 H 
(1575-7G A D ) bj the order of Ibrahim Kamil Khan, a nobleman of the court of ‘All 'Add Shah I 
It consists of 6 compartments of which the 2 central ones are richly sculptured with floral and 
bead decorations and Arabic texts The outside is of plain smooth cut masonry with broad slabs 
for ea\ cs supported by handsomely carv cd hrackets. The cast front consists of 3 arches supported 
by square pillars, the two side ones plain and the centre one ornamented with frills and 
knobs The minarets, 10G ft high, are plain and cylindrical slightly tapering with an urn like 
top They rest on a massn o ogee archway of plain masonry about 30 ft by 15 ft with 
chambers in the sides and entered by a small low door which leads to an open Bpace On 
the north is a plain square building for the shelter of travellers and mendicants 

Ibrlhim Kamil Khan, sou of IsmtVil Kiinnl Khun the builder of this mosque, was an impor- 
tant nobleman of 'AH ‘Add Shah I (1558-1580), and held Kalknr (modern Karad) in jaqir He 
was \ cry powerful and the author of the Basutinu's Salat in, on the authority of Rafi‘u’d-Dm 
Shlriiri, accuses him of ha\ mg instigated a sla\ e to assassinate ‘All ‘Add §hah When Ibrlhim 
was raised to the throne, Kamil Khun became regent but he ruled the kingdom in such a high- 
handed manner that a plot was formed against him and he wns killed m 1580, after he had en- 
joyed power only for two months Sec Basdtinu's Saldlin, pp 143 cl seq 

The inscriptions on this mosque have been noticed in the Satara District Gazetteer, pp 475-7G, 
but the translation gi\ on there is incorrect 

On a Tomb near the ' Idglh, south side,' 


No 3528 


Plato XXIX (b) 




-LJKANSCRIPT 
v£jl^4> [ 3 411) 

^ix J IfHjC I 

8 Mr £•>; 


J. JrlANSLATTON 

Allah is Eternal , ei crythmg is perishable Date of the death of one whom God has taken 
into His mercy and on whom be His mercy aud forgueness, Sn'Ida Jahiln Sultan, wife of ‘Ah 
, the first of Rnbl‘ I, year 9G3 (1555 5G A D ) 

On a tomb near the ‘Idgah, south side 

Plato XXX (a). 

No 352-8 


litAN^CRIPT 

iaJJU f jr^uiAij) 

«)V | fib© | * ^ y pjciyso ^-1- 


iVl**" t_)Gj 



G2 


ErioiurniA indo moslemica 


TRANSLATION 

Allah ib Eternal, E\er} thing is perishable Death of Sa'itl Hii°ain, whom Got! has tahen 
into His mere) and whose bins arc forgiven Date JOth of the month of Zu’l Qn'dn, )tnr 971 
(1003 01 AD). 

On a tomb near the ‘Jdgiih, south ride 
Pinto XXX (b) 

No 3528 

'lllANSCRIPT 


l/ 5 o'* 13 '~~ X ^ ^ ot> ; fjJ 3 

I .f'A AXw tsia. ^J.0 t £jU ^3 txlr .&I) /Jj) t U r (c) ^JjJ) 

. ^si OAiVifl «txi/ , , . i ^-A| j y {_y^} ' "* ) O'-*-! 

TRANSLATION 

Date of the lamented death of one on whom t*. the nmm of God nnd who is the accepted 
of God, whose dwelling is in the Garden and \ ho e net is in Pnr<’di«e, Qii-I Taqiu’d Din, e on 
of ‘Abdu’llah, may the mere) of AllAh he on linn, on Mturdav, t!ic ‘fventeenth da) of the 
mouth of Du’l Ilijja, ) car 1028, one thou® ind and tv uil) eight of the Ifijra era (1C29 AD) 
Within b) Muhammad Nasr 

On a tomb in the compound of the ‘Idg'h 
(a) North ndc of the tomb stone 
Plato XXX (c). 

No 3529. 

I hANSCRIFT 

^.l) ^J^J) ! t A i3 J Olvc i— >Gj fj-) 3 

| «g'g' dx*< JX*“ &XA3-J I {.j) LjSwJJjj* y* «J) iXc^nsc 

JLWANSLATION. 

The date of the dentil of one whoso abode is holv , select of the servants of God, Shall 
Jamfilu’d Din, son of QarT gjiarfu’d Din Muhammad, known ns the Qarl of Mira) (which is a 
town about 50 miles south of Knrnd), mn) Allah brighten the tombs of both, on Frida), tbo 
ninth day of the mouth of Mul;arram, ) car 1033 (2 1th October, 1G23 ) 

(0) On cast side of tbo tomb stone 
Plato XXXI (a). 

No 3529 



Plate XXX 


(a) On a tomb neai the ‘Idgah at Karad, Sataia 



Scale 25 


(b) On a tomb near the same ‘Idgah 



S ale 2 


(c) On the Noith side of a tombstone m 
the compound of the same ‘Idgah 



Scale 2 





(a) On the East side of a tombstone in the compound of the ‘Idgah, Karad 


Plate XXXI 



Scale 166 
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TRANSCRIPT ' - r 1 " ’< - ^ 


i^jr )^ 3 <H" c -^ .-w ly)Lx ^jLu.ls' 

^ U) jij £ 

ub^ jm jl 


I , ' { ) It 1 I 

^hy y* <=_) 

SS J (<j) J Ijj) . . . . 

1 ‘ I 

U> v_/U^. if ^.) D) 
^0^ h« y <= — I 


These verses are not translated as they do not contain any useful information* 

There is another inscription on the west side of the tomb stone, but it consists only the 
names of the twelve Imams and prayers for the soul of the dead 

; 

On a tomb near the ‘Idgah, north side. 


No 3530, 


Plate XXXI (b). 


i 


jLRANSCRIPT 

f 1 i 

A £-|;l <U-w£> Jj^l 1 r s ^“ L '^ vJJ ^ ( < j) fp ^ 3 1 

( V/ y * 

translation 

Date of the death of Fatima, daughter of Ja'far Shall, Sunday, the 13th of the month 
of Rabi‘ I, one thousand and forty-four (began on 27th June, 1634) 

On another tomb m the compound of the ‘Idgah, 

(a) On the north side of the tomb stone 


Plate XXXI (c) 

No 3537. 

TRANSCRIPT. 

Oji U"/** ur ^"’ _/ { ^ x> '- > j^ Jji ^ j) 

0 y <>4 OsOf jl jfJu Ij 

| .(«q 4JUi s-j «U> {* iJl OjHc t —’b) fpP 

( , < > i i 

TRANSLATION. 

» l 

A young man departed this world, grief stricken, good mannered, ‘ 

As predestined by God, the Most High, his share of the age was only this muoh, 

When I sought with deliberation the year of his death, * , < , > • , j 1 r , ) 

It came by the Abjad system, he was ihe'Qazl of the faith o] the Piophelr t , 



u 


EPIGRAPIIIA INDO MOSLEMICA 


Date of the death of the deceased, received iu the mercy of God, Qiin QhijiiHiu’d Dio 
Mul/ommad, third (day) of the month of Rajnb, year 1019 (20th October, 1G39) 

Tho chronogram contained in the words oy also jiclds 1019. 


No. 353G 


(0) On the Most side of tho samo tomb stono. 
Pinto XXXII (n). 

transcript. 


J/j ^ 

'~’/ c Ay 

tV*! &f , fiAiJ A 

djf ; ,yy 


y OJlc OjiWJ 

y£ A » y yi uJ’ta. «i_) 

y ^ d( t 


This inscription is not translated ns it does not contain nnj useful information 
Tho cast side of this tomb stone also lias an inscription which consists of the name3 of the 
twelve Imams and prnjcrs for the soul of the deceased 


No. 355G. 


Inscriptions nt Rnhmatpur 
(1) On the tomb of Rnndulnh ©tin 
(a) 0\cr the south door. 
Plato XXXII (b). 

iJrtANSCRIFT. 


ls¥ ijk r y3 



jib jd 


A 


if \j~ff) y. 

JjxJl 



" J 

wjfsA-’t 

' djA 

t 

uJj y y>U 

- oil 

A 

t j 

^)y j ^1*? <*!*■ 


<L- Oy yy y 

iij*. 


db 

v * <Jc£t_U )j \^jOj£- 



if )yj 


)jm y jh> i g JLL* dy* y?^* 


TRANSLATION. 

(God is Self subsistent and Eternal) (Muhammad the Arabian) ' 

He who became Afral (i e excellent) from eternity, 1 







I’Lvir .\\\m 


(a) 0\er the Western door of Kandulah Khan *• tomb Kahmatpm Sat ira 



S i!< i 


(b) 0\cr tlie Eastern dooi of the same tomb 
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Is the excellent of the age in every country 
At the time of selection, his glorious body 
Is, in the poem of perfection, its choicest verse 

< 

His peace and his war are for the sake of God, 

Hence it is that he is victorious in every battle 
Self-interest cannot pass his way, 

For an eye without cataract is good 

l j 

Tlie land of the two worlds is subdued by him 

Who is glued together with -courage ( j 

(And everything is perishable). (The Intercessor of both the worlds! 

< ) 

(6) Over the west door 

i ' > 

\ 

, . Plate XXXIII (a). 

No 3555 

TRANSCRIPT 




) 

<J^) Jx”) ^j)J\ 


y\S° * Olf 



v 

■ c 

y sKxu.ll dyl 

L •* dJUw (jjcJJ _J j 

o 1 * 

JL* ^JLc i 3 15 b i — jb soA. 

^ I -*=0 j XjSU ^ 4 ^laij j ibjss} 

| *0t| A«- 

f) j y ) JJ JK* J 

r . ' 

aU. ^.Ij (S tdjij 

4 lJc JjL/’j 

. 

^ CWI; 

y 

< 

1 - , , 


TRANSLATION 1 

(God IS 

Living and Eternal) 

(Muhammad of Madina) 


From Sultan Muhammad, the king whose throne is like that of Jamshid, 

Afzal [Eian] received the most glorious title, ' 

Because many forts of talismamc foundations . 

Were conquered and subdued by him m the Carnatic \ 

He has led an army from the sea to the sea 
Who had such abihty and experience J 

, For generosity, humanity, strength and gentleness, ( . _ , ‘ < t r 

He has become renowned from one end of the world to the other. . > 

Ho carried away, at the time of trial, the crown of dignity 
( From the sun, from the morning, and from the stability of the mountain 
Year 1059 (1649 AD) 

Writer Mir Rikab, son of ‘Ali 

(And everything as perishable). .(And benedictions and greetings on him) 



Plate XX XIV 


(«) Over the Northern door of Randulah Khan’s tomb, Rahmatpur, Satara 



Scale 142 


(b) Over the Eastern dooi of a tomb known as the tomb 
of Jahangir's mother, Rahmatpur, Satara 



Scale 166 
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(d) Over the north door 1 

Plate XXXIV (a) 

No 3554. 

TRANSCRIPT. 

<yj ^y'l 4JJ) 


JA*> 

iiJu 

) 

o Uj 

J-H J 



iojj 


J»l 

jr*> 

ft- b 

IV* 


1 y| 

J J? U" 

jly 



il)3 

uljl 


a {v ^ , 

J fjP 

t_r **-' 

& 

Jjj 

A_ 


J* 


Vc j L ftlti 

it 


/ 



v ijjM 

i — u 

8 tX«jj 

y*' 4 Ji 

f )y^ yc* J 





i -ttANSL ATION 

(Allah is Eternal) (Muhammad the Prophet). 

What a chaste Rauza of Randfilah Khan 1 

This building by Afzal [Khan] became known all over the world. 

Its air like the garden of Iram is exhilarating, 

Its courtyard is joy-engendering bke the palace of hope 
For the writing of its date, an order was issued 
To ‘Asljiq, from one who is the qibla of empires 
I was m meditation when Hatif from the invisible world. 

Spoke, Say the peerless Rauza 1059 (1649 A D ) 

Since that resplendent sun (i e , Randulah Khan) has rested in it, 

This Rauza has become the house of ascendency like the sign Aries 

(And everything is perishable) (May he intercede for me ') 

This inscription shows that the Rauza of Randulah Khan was built by the order of Afzal 
Khan, the famous general of Sultan Muhammad ‘Add Shah of Bijapur It was completed m 
the year 1059 H (1649 AD), which is the date contained m the chronogram Jjj <L_ The 

poet ‘Ashiq, who composed this chronogram, is not mentioned m any of the TazLu ahs which 
I have consulted 

Randulah meaning “ the bridegroom of the battle-field ” was the title of an important noble- 
man of Sultan Muhammad ‘Add Shah of Bijapur He was the commander-in chief of the Bija- 
pur forces till his death and was succeeded in that office by Afzal Khan For a history of 
Randulah Khan, see Basalinu’s-Saldtin, pp 284 322 He should not, however, be confused 
with another officer entitled Randulah Kban-i-Ghazi who entered the serine of Aurangzeb 
shortly after the war of succession and who died in 1094 H (1682 A D ) See Ma’atjiirul- 
JJmard, Yol II, p 309, 

The inscriptions on the tomb of Randulah Khan have been noticed m the Satara District 
Gazetteer , pp 548 49, but the translation given there is incorrect, and the tomb has been 
confused With the adjacent mosque which has no inscription of any kind on it. 

i 
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hPIflllAPinA* JNf)0 MrtRLBVIOA. 


The tomb of Ttnndulah lehim m mtuittrd 611 tin mill from Korignon to Aondh It, in n plain, 
domed building about 30 ft square and about JO ft high, and ban no pretimtiomi to urrbitcclural 
beauty In the r outre of each side )•« a mball tntht d door aliout 2 ft bj f» ft with an inscription 
over the lintel 

To the nest of Una mausoleum in a email ino*>que which is in a \i rj ruined condition, 

On a tomb bnoi.ii an tin* tomb of Jahangir'* mother 


No 3553' 






yjf 


(«) 0\ c r the i «<-t door 


Pinto XXXIV (b) 
TRANSCRIPT 

^4 hi uIajxo 

oil v — eLstj o,S" 

<« gtw* li^!, , 

//• U' v J 

yjLSy - &.^)JaO y.(xi ^ 

oj| pic rJL- a. ,\ CiJ yfij 


Ml 


41 »I 




TRANSLATION 

(Allah m Eternal) (Muhammad the Prophet) 

Afrnl Elian i Mitljamm id Sjmhi 

God made Afml with Hi* ctern d Grace , 

He bee nnc more famous than any other ]\hfui 
As he wan ltuk\ b\ ltt,do'tim, 

AH the world for orr praised lmn 

(And o\ cr} thing ib perishable) , (And Muhammad the Arabian), 


No 3352. 




(A) Over tin north door 
Plato XXXV (n). 

TRANSCRIPT. 


v** iU J jlc i M 

e_^-! 0 J ; ! ^ ^ 


I •01 


Jib Ui) 


sWl) 



(a) Ovei the Northern door of a tomb known as the 
tomb of Jahangir’s mother, Rahmatpur, Satara 




Pl-vte XXXV 



Soilc 165 

(b) Ovei the inner gateway of the Fort at Park, Satara 



Scilc 166 

(c) Fixed m a wall facing the inner gateway of 
the Fort at Park, Satara 
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TRANSLATION 

(Allah is Eternal) (Allah ib my Lord) 

It became easy in the reign of Muhammad Shah 
All the infidels became subject to the Muslims 

During the reign of the just king of the Deccan, Muhammad [ * Adil ] Shah, 

Appeared Afzal, the idol breaker, to administer justice 

The date is contained in the eternal Ttauza 1059 H (1649 A D ) 

(And everything is perishable) (Muhammad the Prophet), 

The language of the two inscriptions on this tomb is not very elegant Nothing is stated 
as to the person buried m the tomb The local name given to this tomb would imply that the 
mother of someone named Jalnngir was buried m it, but this is not corroborated by anything 
in the inscription itself There was no person of any importance bearing this name at the court 
of the Bijapur kings 


Inscriptions on Parli Fort, District Satara 
Ov er the inner gateway 

Plate XXXV (b) 

No 3550 

jlKANSGRIPT 

i£jj by: JOwsO w lUx*J| j ek- Lie oL) I 

L) ( ,-Ie b i s b ^_e j ^ lb (JX 

4D| iXo-sx' 6 4JJ) d^| 11 

jb oLa * OJ|yo leo ^1 <jJ 1L jd> . jLaJ| jA S| i 1) ^Lc S| Lj 1) ^ 

^tLJolc ((j) ^l»jj . . . l£JI — * u 


HiiANSLATION 

Invoke ‘All, the displayer of miracles, 

Thou v lit find him a help to thee in calamities 
Ea cry care and grief will vanish, 

By thy prophethood, 0 Muhammad 1 0 ‘All 1 0 ‘All ' by thy aid 
There is no god but Allan, Muhammad is the Apostle of AllaL 
No youth (i c , brave man) except ‘All, no sword except Zu’l-Eiqar 
Whatever calamity befalls [a person ] he should recite this prayer seventy times 
The slave of the court Malik, 

,Rail?an ( ? ) ‘All ‘A4d Shall! 

K 
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Fixed m a wall lacing the inner gateway, 

Pinto XXXV (c) 

No 3531. 

TRANSCRIPT. 

iJjLAI I) (5-e-£> j] j 1*J !) j 

aj] ji Jj 4 *a tU5^0j u.iU oufvU y dJUl ^5 

Oi) y 3 ^ ! Ai aA ^.LJ 4*1* sjl^o o^Ux <L-Gj 

TRANSLATION 

Prosperity shows its loco to all from your door, 

And through }our magnammitj the desires of all are attained 

You ore the qibla of desires, and I aui needr, 

From the door of the qibla c\cn person obtains his desires 

The construction of the budding of tlio gatewaj of the fort was completed on date 
Jumadi II ( ? ) 

Constructed bj Radian l ‘Add Shall! 

The date of the construction of the gatevaj of the fort is not gt\cn clearly, but when read 
with the inscription o\cr the inner gateway, it appears to base been constructed, most probably 
in tho timo of ‘All ‘Add gliali II (1036 1672 A D ) Malik Radian who constructed the gate- 
way was probably the tune person who is mentioned on page 3S9 of the Basalinu's Solatia 

Tho fort at Parli was captured b> Sixftji m 1073 (see History of the .Varalha * b) Grant Duff, 
revised by S M Edwards, Vol I, p 202), and probably the repairs referred to in the inscription 
were undertaken to put the fort m a state of defence against his threatened attack 
Aurangreb conquered this fort in 1110 H (1699 A D ) and named it Nauras Tara (see ETjafi 
Khan’s MuataMabu ’ l Lubdb, Vol n, p 172), but this name does not seem to bare been adopted 
by tho public. 


On a tomb stone tying in the compound of Guru Gorakh Nath temple at Simula, District 

Satara 


No 3559. 


Plato XXXVI (a) 


'JLitANSCRIPT. 



(fl) On a tombstone lying m the compound 
of Guru Gorakh Nath Temple at Shirala, 
Satara 


Pi ate XXXVI 



Scale _ 3 

(6) On a stone in the Satara Museum 



Scale 142 
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TRANSLATION 

Date of tlie death of the pardoned one who is received into the mercy of Allah, Malik Muham- 
mad Yusuf ghah on Wednesday, third Jumadi II, m the year 981 (30th September, 1573). 

Tho stone is broken It has inscriptions on the other two sides as well, but they contain 
only verses from the Qur'an 


On a stone m the Museum at Satara 


No 3558 


Plate XXXVI (b) 

TRANSCRIPT 




lUt*-****' J l 


TRANSLATION 

. Shifted from the abode of honour to the abode of happiness and glory, the for- 

given ‘All Khan, son of Khattat Khan, m the months of the year mne hundred and seventy (1562- 
63 AD ) 

The stone is a fragment and the upper portion is missing 

This inscription was deciphered and translated by my friend Dr U M Daudpota, M A , 
Ph D (Cantab ), Professor of Arabic Ismail College, Andehn, to whom I acknowledge my 
thanks 








INSCRIPTIONS PROM KALYANI 


INSCRIPTIONS FROM KALYANI 

Bv 6 Yazdam 

Kalyani or Kalyana is w ell known in history as the capital of the Ghaluky an dynasty of the 
Deccan in the 10th and 11th centuries AD In its palmy days the town must have possessed a 
large number of beautiful temples and palaces , but at present it has no building of any architec- 
tural importance except the Port, which was apparentlv re-built by the Baikmam kings at the 
close of the fifteenth century A D , when the gun powder came into use 1 

There are two inscriptions of the Tughluq kings there One of them is dated 723 H (1323 A D ) 
and mentions the name of Ghiy afchii’d Din Tughluq The other is dated 731 H (1334 A D ) and 
mentions the name of Muhammad bin Tughluq The tablet of the former inscription is now fixed 
into the eastern wall of Hazrat Ya'qub’s datgah, situated outside the present town of Kalvani 
The inscription is not m situ for it records the building of a mosque 

Muhammad bin Tughluq, w ho held the title of Ulugh Khan during Ins father s leign, w as sent 
to the Deccan for the second time m 1323 A D , and is reported to lm e halted at Bidar on his 
way to Warangal m order to settle the administration of the country around In this journey he 
must bar e passed through Kalyani w Inch is on the mam route between Daulatabad and Bidar, 
and in the inscription the titles of honour given after those of the Ling are such as could be appli- 
ed to a prince But after the titles there are some letters which read like and following that 
the w ord £-US, which is pretty- distinct, and which w as the title of QivamuT Mulk the gov ernor of 
Daulatabad 5 The presence of these two titles — and one after the other, makes it doubt- 
ful whether the mosque referred to in the inscription was built at the instance of Ulugh Khan, 
who later adopted the imperial title of Sultan Muhammad, or b\ Qiv ■ImuT-Mulk Qutlugh Khan, 
the governor of Daulatabad 

The inscription also mentions the name of Malik INitiyaru d Din Shahin Sultanl, who is also 
mentioned in the list of digmtanes of the reign of GIny a tim’d Din Tughluq. as given by BaranI 3 
The language of the inscription is Persian, but it has a large number of Arabic phrases used as the 
titles of the king, or those of the two dignitaries whose names are mentioned in the inscription 
It has also two quotations from the Qur’an and another from the sayings of Prophet Muhammad 
The style of writing is NasLk. of an ornamental ty pe and as the slab has been exposed to the 
weather for a long time, the letters lm e been abraded in sev eral places The inscriptional 
tablet measures 4 ft 3 in by- 2 ft , and the record is inscribed in six lines Mv reading of the 
text is given below — 

Plate I 


^1UJ| U-te 


.jlxR IvjJ) (sic) !a4-’ Line 1 

^LrJj j 

idl j L‘jJ| z ; *asJl * 


i For an account of the Kalvani Fort sec the Annual Report, Arcli-eological Department, Hyderabad, for 
1314 F , pp 17 23 

= There is a Nagarl inscription of Qnamu’l Mulk in the Kaly 1m Fort bearing the Sala era date correspond 
ing to 1320 A D The inscription records the restitution of a Hindu icon See Annual Report of the Arcliaiolo- 
gical Department, Hyderabad, for the year 1340 F 

3 Titrilh i Firoz ithuhX by BaranI, p 424 (A S B ed ) 
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EPIGRAFUIA IND0-M0SLEM1CA 


UtbLJ' »U a JjO j Line 2 

^jlJI |o^ djUaJUj &£Lo <UJM- (sic) . . k^)/ 15 . 

(jyJ) v-^L. (<;) /*XJ| /i I x£JAJ| 

(<j) ^J| •) ^JjU] (jJ-aA ^1j ^D) y” {J^b Line 3 

ax*.=>. J3js j U]fj^ ur 5 ^ • * L ^° C^ 5 

arl^oJ) yay) £>jl >>) ; 

ojby ^-o ijJcsv/® \j\js ci cjbjDl i_)^ i—jj.-'’’*- j _j L -**ll Line 4 

r Lv ; djJc <UJ| . . . ( 1^1 aUI^ ^ U) 

. *]> &AsJ| ^y . 4B Ij- - ( $ ^ 

t -s ^ ler ) ,jl j Ail } <XXw iyt\j 1 ^#G) Line G 

^ y ^lw (<j) ^y£t£ ^y<jJ|jG"4 (3/^1 1 — AL* 


i__^ ; yST yir LkU’ ^ _> l _y jJ l d si Line G 

O <GUc| AU) y^-) . l>» uU*J) Auf ilUw «- y 'jiy *tj «±>lG U^J 

TRANSLATION 

“ The building of this cnthedrnl mosque (/dmi‘ Jlayid) in the large town of Knlulm 
'(ms ordered), during t he reign of flic learned nnd just Sultan, the grenf and exalted (ruler) 
the benevolent and generous, the lord of the crown nnd seal of exalted rank the 

noblest King, Glnx ithu’d-Dumn wad Din the defender of the faith and the ‘ lx hex ers ’ the refuge 
of monarchs nnd kings, Abu’l Muraflnr Tugliluq tjjiali, the Sultan, triumphant oxer Ins 

enemies helper of the Prince of the Faithful 1 * Mnj God pcrjietuate his kingdom and glon ! 

the exalted, the noblest Malik the lord of the chiefs of the East and China, the con- 
troller of the state and religion, the protector of Islam nnd the Muslims, the helper of kings, the 
great Qutlugh max God exalt Ins glor) in both the worlds t the Most IIolx and Exalted 

has said in the glorious Qur'an nnd the noble book * And when Abraham and Ismael raised the 
foundations of the house ’ s And God Almighty has said m another place in the holy Qur'an — 
‘ Verily the places of xx orship arc eel apart unto God, xx herefore inx okc not nil) other therein together 
with God ’ 3 maj God’s peace nnd blessings be upon him, he has said, ‘ Whoever builds a 
mosque for God, God (makes) Ins resting place in paradise ’ This during the triumphant 
administration — may God protect its foundations the great IjQifin, the lord of the East, 
Ildatiyaru’d Din, Shihln Sultan! through the grace of our Prophet upon whom be the 

1 Tho Tughluq kings took pride in showing their support to the later ‘Abhasldc longs, who held the title of 
•Amiru’l Momimn, the lord of the believers 

‘The Quran, Ch II, -\crse 121, also see Sale (translation), pH 

3 The Qur’an, Ch LXXII, verec 18 



On a wall to the left of the Akhand Darwaza, Kal 










INSCRIPTIONS FROM KALYANI 




blessings of God in abundance > Rajah, 723 H (July, 1323 A D ) Written by tbe 
(humble) servant may God improve his affairs •” 

The other inscription of the Tugbluq dynasty at Kalyani is carved on a tablet measuring 
4 ft 6 m by 1 ft 10 in It is fixed into a wall to the left of the Akkand Darwaza The language 
of the inscription is Persian and the style of writing Na&Ui of an intricate but mediocre type, 
being the work of a second rate calhgraphist 

This inscription also records the erection of a mosque by one B urban Tihar Safiri, during the 
reign of Abu’l Mujalnd Muhammad bin Tugbluq Shah, m 734 H (1333 AD ) The word is 
not clear in the inscription, but the filionymic Bu Tihar occurs in several inscriptions of Muhammad 
bin Tugbluq at Broach 1 and also in the list of dignitaries of the reign of Ghiyathu’d Din Tugbluq 
and Sultan Muhammad as given by BaranI 2 The word ( is also unusual, and this title may 
have been given to Burkan, either owing to his travelling frequently or to lus belonging to the 
guild of scribes 3 

My reading of the text is given below — 

Plate II 

■UJ1 (sic) Lo au ^ (sic) t-u iOr <iJLt| <ai) Jts Lme 1 

D| I A}J) K-XsJ) lyaJ id 

OjJ J j y L>g»' ^jj) Lu XilUG 2 

Ui I w 

(<j) k — suj.j Lo y| i Line 3 

UI 

4jCa>~) i_Ju3j AjLi AD) ^L?) 

» » l 1 

4JJ) ^h>c y Line 4 

kj 3JJO duH djUsauw^ 


TRANSLATION 

“ The Apostle of God (Muhammad) — may God bless and assoil him — has said, ‘ Whoe\ er builds 
a mosque for God, the Exalted, God builds a palace of red gold for him m paradise 1 This mosque 
was built during the reign of the lord of earth and time, the chosen (one) of God Almighty, Abu’l- 
Mujahid Muhammad bin Tugbluq cfiiah, the Sultan , may God protect his kingdom and 
sovereignty 1 The founder of this building — the mosque — is the servant, hopeful of the mercy 
of God, Burhan Tihar Safiri , may God Almighty improve his status and accept his noble deeds I 

1 The scholars who have deciphered these inscriptions have read the fihonjmie as , but cJl'py is 

clear on the insoriptional tablets Cf Pis XIV b c and XV a, E I M 1933 34 (Supplement) 

2 Tarihh % Firoz Shahi (Bibl Ind ), pp 424 and 454 

3 The word jJhm m Arabic has several meanings, but here it can be interpreted as signifying either a traveller 
or a scribe 

1 A. 
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EPJCK UMJJA J\DO AlOSIdiMlGA 


This flab engraved on the 5th of the holy month of Muharrnin— mnj God increase its wuictitj — 
in the j ear 734 If (16th September, Id 13 \ D ) Writer the servant, Qnt 

Kal) fun possesses thirteen more Muslim inscriptions, several of which throw inti resting liglit 
on the history and architecture of the place To take the in chronologically thr first is caned on 
a tomb stone \\ Inch is now placed over n grave* attributed to a member of the famih of the Nnwabs 
of Kal) uni But us the famih has its oiigm in the jcai 1178 71 (1761 A I) ),whcn the first Knwnb 
Mir Muhammad Ibruhim Khun was installed, the tomb stone apparent 1} belongs to an earlier grave 
for it lias the date 863 II caned on it Imthilv the name of the person who was buried in the 
earlier grive is presen cd m the inscription, mid it is — y ^>4 < ■* oj »l| 

The stale of writing is TKulth of an ornate tape, and the ejutnpli is arranged in four panels, 
carved on the four sides of the tomh stem There is also a fifth panel on the top of the tomb stone, 
winch cont uns the name of 1 Vli, repented four tunes m the *( uffh.ru stale of writing I lime 
deciphered the epitaph as follows — 

Plato III 

/jj| r- -j ;ly- ur 1 ! LjrV 



id 21J| ySic | j.Uil ^>1 

( C ) j ^ , y, j ( ** IjZ vj] 

TRANSLATION 

“ Aligritcd to the neighbourhood of Divine Alenv, the defunct ed Itnppv memon the inno 
cent, Sayvid HiisLnn, son of Majid Wiilul? son of Ai/lmn’d Pin A lunar! ;il llasiiT --mna God 
pardon his s in s — an the night of Mturdna , lir-t of the auspicious month of K ljnb, 863 II (8th Aina , 
1453 V D ) ” 

Of the remaining twelve inscriptions, eleven belong to the rugnsof ‘Add Sdinlii kings, vaho it 
the disruption of the BaihmanI 1 mgelom in the sixteenth renturv seem to have taken posses 
sion of Kalvam, although m the beginning it remained a bone of contention between them and 
the ldjomnig kingdoms of Aliinaelnngnr and Bidnr 1 During tlie idnunistration of the Bijapur 
kings, import mt additions were made to the defences of the fort, and tlie inscriptions gn c the 
names of governors and the kings as well as the elutes of these additions The name of ‘All Add 
ShAh (1558 80 A D ) occurs in five inscriptions, and with the king’s name is associated that of his 
general Kliml Kbun who was onginnllv in the service of Nmun Slmlu kings but later distinguish- 
ed himself under ‘All ‘Aelil Shah 2 Kamil Khan rebelled during the mmoritv of Ibrfihlm ‘\clil 
Shall II (1580 1627) and was killed in a skirmish which occurred between the rovalists and Ins 
part} 3 

The earliest of these five inscriptions is dated 971 II , and iccords the building of a bastion 
The lecoxd is partly in prose anel pmtlv in verse, but the composition is crude m each case The 
stale of wilting is also poor, being Nailh. of aumdiffeient tjpc The text maj be read as follows 

1 Basal; nil’s Salatln, pp 84 and 80 

2 Ibid , pp 117 and 131 

3 Ibid , pp 153 5G and the Cambi utgc History of India, Vol III, p 458 



On a tombstone m the Maqbara of the Nawabs of Kalyani 



i. 


Scale 166 




(a) Inscription on a bastion, Kalyam Foit 


Plate IV 
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(6) Inscription on the Mangni Bur], Kalyam Fort 
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Plate IV(a) 


r 




J la “ 


ole (^JLr ^IkLv IsUuJte jL. ^Jlc [jlojjii 

|jb ^Url/elf u^Glc jU. Ojf ^yi lSm ^Lj i^gjb (sic) sLJ) 

JLw i 0 tibiub Cy ) uysiAi j 

L_~ 5 yJ 4 ^ lU 


<Xj J y y*- c ^.LfiJ ^ 

<y u]t^ A°^ A ff * 3 ob*. (^1 

ub^Ouy jjac) obi- )b tV^f y 

J*j ; ^ y ^y ^il <—y *> - 

TRANSLATION 


“ In the reign of His Exalted Majestv, the refuge of the world, Sultan ‘All Adil Shah, the 
victorious, this building u is erected by the Khan of high rank, Ka.mil Khan may he live for ever I 


Verse 

It was the year 971 from the hpa 

That at an auspicious time this bastion was built 

May he enjoy prosperity throughout his life. 

And may Kamil Khan be always victorious and triumphant > 

During the regime of the Na’ib Ghaibat (Deputy Governor ) 1 the great Khan, Rustam Khan, 
The bastion was built at an auspicious time ” 

The second inscription of ‘All ‘Adil Shah is can ed on another bastion, which is now called 
the MangnI Burj It is dated 975 H (1567 A D ), that is four } ears later than the preceding 
inscription The style of writing and the text of the inscription are almost the same as of the 
previous record, although it is written m five lines while the earlier record is inscribed in eight 
The last line of the MangnI Burj inscription, containing the name of the Deputy Governor is, 
liou ever, different I gne belou the text of the entire inscription — 


Plate IV(b) 

iSmj ^jlc sblJolr ^JLc iLm itxuJb: sLtjJLc y 

^IlUwg ! ob if (jUr-i/clf ^jLvj-vILc vjUu KO^f (_JjUjc ^jj| 

(<j) jjbi. yyJys. i^ 3 y >< 3 J^ ^ ijb" f ^ 3 -n 4 > j 

oy o\y ^ y ° b jbsrAot" ^.bc) <jU. £y y j<>r < j[aj b 

uj 

^jjuJb tUu ubo; y ^yii iX<vSv-o lu-*v ^uac < ob y 

uu-a.* 1 — ' J C literalh means the ‘ deputv ’ who acted as Governor during the latter’s absence 
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EPIGKAI’UU INDO MOSLEM IGA 


TRANSLATION 

"During the reign of Ilia Exnltrd Majesh, tlio refuge of fhe world, bjifdi ‘All ‘Add 
Slpdi (MuVT, this budding was completul b\ (lie KVm of high null, Kiimil Kliun , mnv he last 
for o\ or t 

Vorso 

From the Jnjra it was (lie xtar r i7. r ) II 

'When inch a (loft's) bastion xxns built at an auspicious time 

Mas lie enjos pro^jx rit \ throughout Ins life, 

The great (shall, Kamil Klmn, mas lit idwnxs be triumphant and successful 1 

During the regime of Nil il» Gjiaibat, Sas sid 'Muhammad, the religious, 

This bastion was xerdx built at an auspicious time” 

In chronological order, the next inscription of ‘ Ut *^dd §tinh at Ivnljilni is enrsed 
on the Husainl Burj, and is dated ^"(i H (ir>(.8 \ 1) ) The text nnd the atjle of v riling arc 
more or less the same ns those of the prr \ mils two inscriptions of this king hut the name of the 
Dcputx Goxernor occurring in the last xerse, is Widen nt It l" Mnhku'itli bjinrq, Maid Sndru’d- 
Din I hn\e deciphered the inscription as follow ~~ 


Pinto V(b) 

ilAfjfr lt£ j&hJly] iLu«Jlr iLrjJLc i (jU| yi 


jdsVA 

* Job if ( <j 

) ijUjU. tdjf 



JL-. 

U'" ^ a ‘*«’ 

lij} 1—jj-ai J 

cJ^ (*0 

3 S oi‘v 



O, I 

1 U * lf J 

(j 



iS** { ,ji\ 



c£-lu gy CU ^sur 

jb 






A JrlANSLATION 

“ During the reign of His Exalted Majesty, the refuge of the ssorld, Abii’l-MumlTar Shah ‘Air 
‘Adil Shah Ghiirl, this budding was completed b} the Khun of high rank , max he live for ever ! 

Verso 

From the h]ra it xvns the year 97C H, 

When such a (lofty) bastion xvas built at an auspicious time 



Kalyani Fort 


Plate V 
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May lie enjoy prosperity up to the end of lus life I , 

And may Kamil Khan he ever tnumphant and victorious t 

During the regime of the Na’ib Ghaibat, Maliku’oh Sharq, Mahk Sadru’d Din 

This bastion was verily built at an auspicious time ” 

The ne\t inscription of this senes is carved on the Ballam Burj, and is dated 980 H (1573 
AD ) The te\t and the style of writing are almost identical with those of the previous three 
inscriptions, but the name of the Deputy Governor is Sayyid Muhammad, whose name also occurs 
in the MangnI Bur] inscription {ante p 5) I have deciphered the text of this inscription as 
follows — 


Plate V(c) 

iju*/ (sic) jIaJJjLc ^Ie i sLvx<JLc 


L 

Oj 1 JyX j* 
uboj Oavi 





JUv C>bu*A $> 

j <-ya£> 

y JUk uU ^y) 


^pOE Jii jj>£ >1 ftJ 

y (jj 1 

JI 

tUw cJUJLc < <J£E 





J 

b 

f 


TRANSLATION 

“ During the reign of His Exalted Majesty, the refuge of the world, Sultan ‘AH ‘Adil Shah 
Gharl, this building was completed by the Khan of high rank, Kamil Khan , may he live for ever 1 

Verse 

From the hvjra it was the year 980 

That such a (massive) bastion was built at an auspicious time 

May he enjoy prosperity throughout his life, 

And may this perfect {Kamil) Qian be ever victorious and triumphant 1 

During tha regime of the Na’ib Ghaibat, Sayyid Muhammad, the descendant of ‘All, 

This bastion was built at an auspicious and happy time 1 

On the 19th of the month of Dhu Qa‘d, 980 H (corresponding to the 23rd March, 1573 AD)” 

The last inscription of ‘All ‘Add Shah at Kalvam is dated 988 H (1580 AD ), and records 
the completion of the town vails at a cost of 6,000 Jiuns during the regime of Dilavar Khan He 
was an African noble and wielded considerable authority at the ‘Add Shaln court from 1582 to 
1590 A D He established the Sunni religion in Bijapur and at the same time sought peace with 
the Shl‘a kingdoms by arranging matnmomal alliances between the Bijapur, Golconda and Ahmad- 
nagar families The inscription also mentions the name of Malik Isma‘11 as the Na'ib Ghaibat 

i lb Jjterally means ‘pure’, cs/ 3 ^ 9 the period of pure faith. 
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KIM OK A PIJI A INDO MObLKMIC \ 


or Doput} Governor of Kaljfuu The record consists of right hws of Persian pro t -c written in 
the N a*kh stjlc 1 lime deciphered tlie text ns follows — 


Pinto VI(n) 

y\ (tJ'jTjJvP L^Ji. jO 

•J-*" (mc) * I ole t ,Jx jidadl 

(j.) |^jw.^e jb if ^U. 

£-b-«’ ccUU-* ib 

J; Vt £«; »-•* ^ho oi 

I » A » > 

iU ^ ^ vaJ 

TRANSLATION 


“ In tlio reign of Ills L' ilti d M ip st\ , tin n ftige ot the worhl \hn'l Mu?nlT«r Ah * \dil Igbnh, 
the xictorioiis, the walls ot tin town of Ivnlv In >wr< i omph t» d hv the Kjilu of high rank, Dililwir 
IChan — inn) he Incfor cm r ' Hut dtiritn. the ngmn of Mnhkti’ih bJinrq, Malik Jsmit d, Nu’ih 
Ghnibnt of t lie Mud district (Kihiim), a -mu of / <ini 0,0011 \ ,m 'pent (on the work) Dated the 
3th of the month of K ild I OOg If (Jdtli \pril J3Mt AD >' 

The author of the Jin\iilhi has com n Jlth Vifnr ‘hsb II (Oth \pnl, 1380 V D ) ns the date of 
the murder of ‘ Ml ‘Add bhiih 1 Ham lias auepted tins date »nd ru ordtd it in the Cambridge 
History of India s But this msi nption, which i* (Inti d 5th It tin 1,08811 (20th April, 1580 A D ), 
shows ‘Ah ‘Add bhiih nine on that date , for hn name n mentioned a- that of the reigning king 

The mscriptiomil tabic t is lived on a b istion near the Ghundnf Chnbutn at the Kaham Fort 
The tablet measures 1 ft 8 in In J ft 0 in 

The reign of Ali Add bimh’s successor, I briihltn Add Shah II is represented bj twowscrip 
tionsat Kaham, the earlier of which, dated DO*} H (1580 A D ), is rnntd on a mosque, st)lcd the 
Mi llipfir ki-Masjid The record consists of tuentv three lines of Persian pro=c and xerse wnttemn 
neat A asl& st) Je The inscription mentions the name of Ibrihlni Add biiah II and also the name 
of Ins general, Dihh nrKMn Tlic compiler of this record was familiar with the Sultan Ghi} a thu’d- 
Din’s inscription of Knlj iim ( ante pp 1-2/ for m the present inscription he hn« used many phrases 
which hn\ c occurred m the former inscription For example the present inscription begins with the 
words buJ| which are not correct grammatienlh , but the} occur m the beginning 

of the Tughluq inscription as well 

1 Basa tin, p 142 

* Cambridge Union/ oj India X ol III, p 458 



Pl \ti: \ I 
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The mscriptioaal tablet measures 2 ft S m b's 1 ft 3 m and I ha\e deciphered the tc\t as 
follows — 


Plate VI(b) 

6 . 4 k fa *s (<^) d-dd/O els-— »J) ld)J| (1) 

y pkL cD| jliaJLJl el C ^j 3 (jlJj dJUUv° (2} 
1 — ajJj-hJj Jj* I i£jUU ^IcD) (3; 

) diJ) oil) Jajlev. dJJJ ( 4 ) 

^U-.L ^J{_c sLsjJtx sLu Jjj Jjy (5) 

L>— tVyd) ^jlsjJv. 1 C 1.0 UJjJjj-wjJj J yJl (6) 

U| ^so ^bDI JLo. ii*a£ 1^1 (7) 

iiJ | dJL. «t— 'dli pJkAlplI sli. ^HiL (8) 

^ y ^pd/dHjJJ ^lc (_/ob| y djlLJL- y dIJLo (9) 

'— 3 ^"l J^j (<{) j.Ka- j «aCe^) ( 10 ) 

(<j) o^Ca- ^_f\yyy (<j) v-Jjhu ^LdlUdla. (q) ^sl> I (11) 


»j-»X el- 0 ^h>r| ^ta- dho*a. pdd’) (12) 

< JjLdOC ^.d| , . ^wLe) dJa^jO J ddl^O eJJj y (13) 

lijbloiwo dl«a- ddd*A plla. (<j) yXa.^ yaj to'>x (14) 

pdf eWe-ot) blJwa. " do * u lsvdJ^| dddaf . . . (L5) 

r>^j))) d tfw lAsr-wxd-J i*** 1 bp^.j|do *Uj (IG) 

(<j) £Z)lf f>* > . as pdf) ^lid (17) 

iXM ^dddj) ^jl=e ^ ^di-«<joJ I Od« Sj-i4> els— </« ^d| (18) 

^ jXmi ¥ <iy dd^ddJf £J !»»"•> 1 y pd» «d (i y 1 

l bJ| &U1 j«t*J dsJM df I—Jjtso: j^deuJ dJ (20) 

<— idd ^1 (21) 


O 



ao 


EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


sjjo ^j) i_)U.bvo ( g ) j*S n><s i£ uasli Sj6 (22) 

t* I — >U) u | t yj v_Jyj (23) 

. ' TRANSLATION 

“ The building of the Mecca Masj id ( 2 ) of bhahpur, the principal town of the district of Kaljan, 
•(commenced) during the reign of the king of great chiefs and most learned scholars, the master 
of the necks of people, the lord of the chiefs of the tubes of the world, the protector of the holy 
cities by the law promulgated by His aposble (Muhammad), His Exalted Majesty, the refuge of 
the world, Abu’l-Muzaftar, the king of earth and ocean, the heir to the kingdom of Solomon, con- 
firmed by Heaven, triumphant over his enemies, the support of state and faith, the glorj of mankind 
and the pride of al-lslavi, Sultan Shall Ibrahim ‘Adil (shah , may God preserve his kingdom and 
sovereignty and may God extend his benevolence and charitable acts among people , and the 
administration of the principal minister, 1 renowned for benevolence and justice in the different 
parts of the world, the Khan of exalted rank and lugh position, -possessing the ministers’ powers, 
Amir Jumla, the Va/ir of the kingdom, the great Khan, Dilavar Kb an, may God prolong his life 
and increase his authority 1 The foundation of the said mosque was laid b} r the humble and poor, 
the dust of the feet of (the people of) the world, the lowly servant of all Muslims, the insignificant 
Amin Khan ” 


Verse 


** 0 God l I take refuge m faith, 

Erom ‘ sm ’ I take shelter 111 the mosque 
On the day of resurrection 
I shall take refuge in this mosque ” 

“ The said mosque (was built) 995 vear after the hip a of the chief of the prophets, the last 
of the apostles (Muhammad) ” 


Verse 

“ In erecting this building, which is all mosque, 

A sum of 1,000 bins was spent on the noble work 

0 God 1 Keep it intact till the day of resurrection 

Ho not let even a particle of it decay, for (this mosque) has girded up the loins (of faith), 

Or 

“ (Thou Who .renew est broken thing'], may not let a particle of it fall into decay) 

(This is) the prayer of the servant, Amin (Than 

Thou shouldst accept it and grant it ” 

The second inscription of Ibrahim ‘Add Shah II, is carved on the Raj Mahall, which is the 
oldest building now extant in the Kalyam Fort The Mahall contains a double hall, with rather 
squat arches, and a court with a cistern in its middle The inscription is carved on a column of 
the hall, and mentions the name of Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah II and also that of Niyazmnnd Khan, the 

* The phrase is rather unusual Liternllj it moans * the ministers over officers of state ’ 
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builder of the palace The record consists of si\ lines of Persian prose untten m the A T ashh stjle 
The liiccnptional tablet measures 1 ft 8 in by 1 ft 8 in I have deciphered the text as follows — 

Plate VII (a) 

^j) ^_jLLxLu* r 
jL, U ISL- 

jahjJ] y\ 4ju| (J-ijU. itxuJLc sUoJLc 

XjLj: ^jI atiJjlr | 

uW jj 

A | « » | L r^Loj l — 

TRANSLATION 

“ During the reign of the Sultan, son of Suit in, and the Kliaqan. son of Khaqan, His Exalted 
Majesty, the refuge of the world, the name sake of' jfhalllu’llali (Prophet Abraham), Abu’l- 
Muraffar Ibrahim ‘Adil Shah, this lofty building was erected by T the humblest of human beings, 
Niyarmand Khan in the year 1001 H (1592 AD)” 

The reign of Sultan Muhammad ‘Adil Shfdi, the successor of Ibrahim ‘Add Shah II, is also 
represented In two inscriptions, which record the erection of several magnificent edifices at the 
Kaly am Fort and the further strengthening of its defences by the construction of bastions at 
important points The tablet of the earlier of these two inscriptions is now fixed over the door 
of an old gun-powder maganne , but the tablet is not in situ for the inscription mentions the build- 
ing of a palace and a jiaidion by expert masons The inscription is dated m the Shahur San 
1017, corrcsjiondmg to 1G1G A D The styde of writing is Nasta'liq, and it is interesting to note 
that in this century this script gradually replaced the Nasi A style of writing 

The language of the inscription is Persian, and it is carved in six panels on a stone tablet, 
measuring 1 ft 8 m by I ft G m approximately I have deciphered the text as follows^ — 


Plate VII(b) 

^krcll) sLo ulsojjd 

dJj ( SIC ) 

^j) lu ijLlaJuu^ iSLio AD| sLuJjlr ijtlxUv 

^ y** i i *■ ■" 

© ^ <tUj lao^ e (J) ^MJj| 


% 
1 r 
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EPIGRAPHIA IKDO-MOSLEMICA 


TRANSLATION 

“ During the reign of the king, the defender of the faith, Alexander-like in dignity, the lord 
of a last (lit star-like) armv, the great Sultan, the master of the necks of many nations, lenowned 
for benevolence and chant}, the king of kings, the shadow of God, Sultan Muhammad ‘Adil Shah, 
may God preserve his kingdom and authority, this palace with strong foundations, and this pavi- 
lion, the vault of w Inch touches the heaven, was built by the noblest of the court servants, and 
the wisest and the most expenenced (of the state officials), Sldl Dilavar, Havaldar (Commandant) 
of the Kalyani zone (or district), m the Shaft ut San 1047 (1646 A D ) May God protect it from 
(general) destruction and floods'” 

The second m < 'Cnption of Muhammad ‘Adil Shah is carved on the eastern w all of the Raj 
Maliall and consists of ten lines , nine of which contain Persian verse and the tenth Persian prose, 
mentioning the name of the poet and the date of the inscription The script is Nasla l llq of an 
ordinary type The inscription records the erection of towers and ramparts at the Kalyani fort 
by Sldi Dilavar, the Commandant The mscriptional tablet measures 1 ft 8 in by 1 ft 6 m The 
text has been read as follows — 


Plate VIII(a) 


J. 



J 

op 


( ^ uS ) 

^Lij ^jOX} 

(1) 

ob 


C*” - 


Av 

/ i j 

\j°y t^j u 

<p> 

' b J } r 

(2) 

J 

A-' 

AW 6 AW Jol 

c 

^ c 




Uf- <yO 

(3) 

J- 

jls 

— 

( a. 

l 

;l 0|0 

J 



‘-w it') 

(4) 


u'J 1 1 A> - 


j) 


tf f 

ubvk ? 

(5) 




fe- 


’) 



•J y J 

(6) 

J 



Oy 


U5)^ J 


i 


c <5 AW 

(7) 

oV 


\j iAm 


b 

: > jP 

b *->} 


r ~ t J ■ 

" l J 1 * 

(8) 

eJh; 

1 



Oj 

j u 


J 

AV 

\--yJ c jAC 

(9) 



G/JO 

I j X m — 

/Jaw 

t 

iCskb < aJ| 




(10) 


TRANSLATION 

(1) “God, the Bountiful and Benevolent, adorned the world by mankind” 

(2) “ He has distinguished man by wisdom, so that he may devise nice plans in the world ” 

(3) “ During his reign the praised and v ictorious king, ‘Add (Shah), the king of kings,” 

(4) ‘ Bestowed the administration of Kalyan upon Sldi Dd tv ar, who is valiant enough to 
-justify his name ” 

(5) ‘ Although Kal}au had a beautiful fort, yet it ua« adornedTiy him (Sldi Dilavar) also to 
a degree ” 

(6) ‘ At the top of the citadel he built fine towers and placed guns on them to repel the enemy ” 

(7) ‘ He constructed mountain like ramparts at three points and made them a monument 
for i long period ’ 



Plate VI 


(a) On the Eastern wall of the Raj Mahal], Kalyam Fort 



Scale 25 


{!>) On a tomb, Mohalla Na‘l Bandan, 
Kaham 



(c) On the Southern wall (outer face) of 
the Raj Mahall, Kalyam 



Scale 33 


Scale 2 
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(8) ‘ 0 God keep these buildings intact for many years and centuries 

(9) “ Wisdom asked me for the chronogram , I uttered with my tongue the letters, 7>a (5), 
nun (30) aud Ghat it (1000) ” 

(10) “ Written m Dhu 1-Hajj, 1055 H (January, 1646 A D ) The composer Shaikh Husain 
Dalnr ’ 

There are two more inscriptions of the ‘Add Shahl period at Kalyiim one of which is 
can ed on a tombstone aud does not mention the name of any person, while the other is carved 
on the outer face of the southern vail of the Raj Mahall and mentions the name of Eh grass Khan, 
who flourished during the reigns of three Add tdialu kings — Muhammad Add Shah (1627-57 AD), 
‘All ‘Add Shah II (1657-72 AD ) and.Sikandar ‘Add Shah (1672 87 AD ) During the reign of 
Sikandar he li\ed for three i cars only and was treacherous!} killed by Abu’l Qasim Khan 1 
Khavfiss TThm’s name is prominent in the ‘Add Shahl history as a bra\e and tactful general on 
account of his successful campaigns against Si\ a at one time and against the Mughal general, 
Jai Singh at another 2 In the Kalyani inscription his regime is mentioned m connection 
with the budding of some bastions The inscription is, unfortunately, fragmentary and the 
name of the king and date are both missing The style of wnting is Naslh of an elegant type and 
the language is Persian The insenptional tablet in its present condition measures, 2 ft by 1 ft 3 
m I lia\ e deciphered the text as follows — 


Plate VIII(c) 

» • -Ui iLuu Jli 

u» 

jjr" ' — if fjJ 33 

TRANSLATION 


1 During the reign of His Majest} the biulding of these bastions was completed 
in the administration of Khavass Khan Dated 1st of the month of Rajab Shahiir ” 


The anonymous inscription on the tombstone is m Persian a erse, the script being NasttVliq 
of a neat st}le The text has been deciphered as follows 3 — 


Plate VIH(b) 


j i — I) 

*V> f 

-" I /; 1 ^ 

u> U> 

JUJ| <ylr Lf 73 


1 Ba^aiin, pp 446 49 

= Ibid , pp 399 400 and 423 

: The dimensions of the inscription on the tombstone are 13 in b\ 11 m 
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EPIGRAPHIA INDO-MOSLEMICA 


TRANSLATION 

Verse 

“As lie was always suffering fiom'pain and grief 
He passed away from the transitory world 
0 God 1 pardon Ins sins for ever 
Through Muhammad, upon whom be peace 1 ” 

(By the Abiad system of reckoning) the date (1088 H =1677 A D ) comes out fiom the last 
tw o hemistichs 

Several bastions of the Kalyam Port are mounted with old guns, one of vdnch bears an inscrip- 
tion of the Faruql king, Mubarak Shall The inscription consists of three lines, but the concluding 
portion of the last line has been destroyed The language is Persian I have deciphered the text 
as follows — 


Plate, V(a) 


TRANSLATION 

“ By the command of His Majesty, the refuge of the kingdom, 

Mubarak Shah, son of ‘Add Shah Faruql, this gun was ’ 

Mubarak Shah Faiuq! of the inscription is apparently the second king of Kliandesh of tins 
name, who ruled from 1533 to 1567 AD He was the son of ‘Add Khan III, also known as ‘Alam 
Khan 


INSCRIPTIONS FROM MUDGAL 
By, G Yazdam 

Mudgal or Mudugul has a history going back to the Yadava dynasty, several inscriptions of 
which bar e been discovered in the vicinity of the town In the beginning of the fourteenth century 
it was an important outpost of the Kakatiya kingdom, and w r e read m history that when Malik 
Na’ib, after conquering Deogir, marched towards the South, in order to establish the authority 
of the Delhi kings, he captured Mudgal along with the sister fortress of Raichur which formed 
the principal defences of the country between the rivers Krishna and Tungabhadra After 
the establishment of the Bailimanl kingdom in Gulb'arga, Mudgal was the scene of continuous 
warfare between this dynasty and the Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagar who often laid claim to 
Mudgal For romance and history this period is full 1 of interest, and Finshta and some 
other historians have described in detail the story of Muhammad Shah Baihmani’s issuing a draft 
in favour of a party of singers, with whose performance he was pleased, for payment on the Vijaya- 

1 The engrarerhas apparently muddled together the words and , the former coming after i— 
and the latter after If we read * the phrase >— •■*Kl"does not frt in well here 



(a) On ,i lustion, Mmlgal Fort 


Plate I> 



Scale 142 
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Jiagar tieasiuy Bukka I, the raj i of Vijay anagar, resented tlie msult, ami oidered tlie bearer 
of the draft do be ridden round the city on an ass and expelled 

In the xeign of Firo? Jshnh (1397-1422) we read of another passage oi arms between bim and 
TLinhara Raya, raja of Yijay anagar, the cause of contention being the winning of the hand of a 
beautiful damsel, the daughter of a goldsmith of Mudgal These petty jealousies and political 
rivalries continued even after the disintegration of the Baihmam dynasty, when the Bijapur kings 
took possession of the western and southern parts of the territory of the Baihmam kingdom 
including the forts of Raichur and Mudgal 

The inscriptions, which at present are to be seen at the Mudgal fort, belong to the Bijapur 
kings, who ab various times strengthened the defences of the Fort 1 Three of these epigraphs 
belong to the reign of ‘All ‘Adil Shah I, who ruled from 1558 80 A D and during wdiose reign 
occurred the battle of Talikota whereby the confedeiacy of the Muslim kings of the Deccan 
inflicted the final blow on the rival Hindu kingdom of Vijayanagar The reign of Ibrahim 
‘Adil Shah II (1580 1627) is also represented by thiee inscriptions, while only one epigraph 
mentions the name of Muhammad Adil Shah (1627 57), but the record is important as it mentions 
the erection of a marble palace at the Mudgal fort 

To take these inscriptions chronologically, the earliest is carved on a bastion, called the Fath- 
l Jang Burj, apparently built in memory of a notable victory achieved by the Bijapur troops 
This victory may be the success of the Bijapur army in the battle of Talikota in 1565 A D but the 
inscription is dated 996 H corresponding to 1588 A D , and further ‘All ‘Add Shah I, wdose name 
is mentioned in the inscription, died m 1588 A D This anomaly may be explained by assuming 
that the budding of the bastion m memory of the victory was ordered by ‘All ‘Add Shah during Ins 
lifetime, but it was completed after his death, and the date 996 H (1588 A D ), given in the inscrip- 
tion, refers to the year of the completion of the bastion The style of wuting is Tughra of a crude 
ty r pe, and there is a spelling mistake also in the inscuption The language is Fersian 2 I have 
deciphered the text as follows — 


Plate IX(a) 

J)y| sMaLJl JUKI) JoUj| ^IkUuJl yd v_Jjosvsuj <=_bj (Line 1) 

aXl* jW] iijU. (sic) sliJfcb: ^JLe stw elxxJtc sL. 


jXSLSil] ysiaJj jJ <uL^| j y ^xJuJ| j <utkU j (Line 2) 

© 


TRANSLATION 

“ The budding of "the Fath l-Jang bastion (‘ the bastion of victory ’) commenced during the reign 
of the just and perfect Sultan, the pride of the empire, Abii’l Muzaffar, His Exalted Majesty , the 
Defender of the World, ‘All ‘Add bliah, the victorious king , may' god preserve his kingdom and 
authority and extend to the people of the world Ins benevolence and bounty 1 (The work) was 
superintended and this inscription was set up by 7 the humble and indigent Diyanat 
Khan, Deputy Governor of the Fort of Mudgal on the 12th of the holy month of Rajab in the year 
996 of the era of the Chosen Prophet (Muliammnd) ” 

(Tuesday, 28th May, 1588 A,D ) 


1 For a description of the Fort see the Annual Report, Archeological Department, 11} derabad, for the year 
1345 F , pp 25 27 

" The lnsonptional slab measures 4 ft 0 m. by 1 ft 6 m 
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EPIGRAPHIA JNDO-MOSLEMICA 


The ne\t inscription of ‘All ‘Add Shali is carved on a mosque, built near the Kati Danvfiza 
of the Mudgal Port The style of -writing of this inscription also is crude, and further as the name 
of the king is misspelt m the same manner as on the previous inscription, it is not unlikely that both 
were -written by the same person The text of the latter inscription consists of two Persian coup- 
lets which I have deciphered as follows 1 — 


Plate IX(b) 

i — yj ( <_y a i ^ | y ^ J \j * no|o 

^jJjuS ^2* jltXJJi) d^suu./* tljS Lu (sic) il£J)iltx ^Jx liuj yiti«J|y| j cCji> 

TRANSLATION 

“ ‘All, the Sultan, has gnen me the crovn and seal, the infidels have been xanquished and the 
faith has gained strength ” 

“ During the leign of the victorious king, ‘All Add Shah, this mosque was built by 
the humblest (servant) of the court, Dlndur Khan ” 

The third inscription of ‘All ‘Add Shall is carved on a bastion which is still associated with 
lus name, and styled the ‘All Burj The epigraph records the conquest of the fort of Binkapur 
and gives 982 H as the year of the building of the bastion The fort of Bankapur 2 m Dharwar 
is frequently mentioned n ith Mudgal m the wars v. Inch ensued for the supremacy of the Krishna 
and Tungabhadra dual) between the Muslim lungs of the Deccan and the rajas of Vijayanagar 

The inscription consists of four lines of Persian \ erse, the metre being Hazaj Jltisadrfas The 
style of writing is Nasta’liq of an ordinary type I have deciphered the text as follows — 


Plate X(a) 




;i 

( J 

o)oy y-w 



}& ^b) y 

(1) 



'->/ ;l 

-!/ 


y oU y Jl»*b 

(2) 

h* 

6 » X) brjj) ^jS 

i SJJ~y 

OyJ j Ol&wjb j 


( 3 ) 


1 

xilj tDj b 


* iXw 

■ Jb5) j) 

(4) 








1 The mseriptional tablet measuies b ft 3 in by 1 ft 0 in — 

* Bunkapur was also a Mug&al mint The Arclmological Department, Hyderabad, has published some rare 
corns of this mint m the Annual Report for 1D20 21 A D , pp 26 ff 



(n) On the ‘All Burj, Mudgal Fort (c) In a mosque near Mudgal Fort 


Pl vrr X 



Sdlo 1 66 




INSCRIPTIONS PROM MUDGAL 


17 


TRANSLATION 

‘All Bastion 

(1) ‘ At the time, w hen the Ling of the world , the namesake of the ' tiger of God ’ (‘All), 

and of tiger like courage, 

(2) “ By good fortune and triumphant (luck) as well as by dmt of sword, captured the fort 

of Bankapur from the infidels 

(3) “It was the hvjia year 982 that the humble sen ant plied spade here (i e, commenced 

the foundation work) 

(4) " As it has been completed through the grace of the king, may God keep it intact 

till cternitv 

1 Under the superintendence of the Chief of the town (?) ” 

Of the three inscriptions of Ibrilum ‘Add Shfili II, two are caned on mosques The larger 
one of these two is m the New Village mosque It consists of two lines of Persian verse, written 
in the Thultli script At the end arc the date 991 H (1583 AD) and the name of the 
scribe, Karlmu’d Din son of ‘All 1 The full text is given below — 

Plate X(b) 

I 

i — j jlyf ; L — m/ j y (2) 

> — | 

TRANSLATION 

(1) “ Built this mosque with the view of securing divine favour and with the v lew 
of possessing ease of mind for replj ing ou the daj of judgment ” 

(2) “The chief of the town Nizam of Sur&iib may Haidar (‘All) offer him drink 
from Kauthar (the fountain of Paradise) ” 

“ The writer — Karlmu’d Din, son of ‘All in the j r eai 991 H (1383 AD) ” 


The inscription on the otiier mosque begins with the usual bitmilla, and after the linokation 
of divine help gives the In) ra date 993 II (1585 AD) The stvle of wilting is Thulth and the 
language Persian * I hav c deciphered the text as follow s — 

Plate X(c) 


OjJ ji j j OjXxs* 

TRANSLATION 


“ In the name of God the Merciful and Compassionate 

“ By the grace of God, the living, the worshipped, m the hjra jear 993 H (1585 AD)” 


J The inscriptional tablet measures 1 ft C in by 2 ft 3 in 
" The inscriptional tablet measures 1 ft 9 m In 1 ft 3 in 


3 


•N 
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The third inscription of Ibrahim ‘ \dil ftjiuh II m caned on n bastion nnd refc rn to flic ministry 
of Diliivnr Khan, which 1ms already 1 km ii described in this journal in connection with the insenp 
tions of Knlvnm Port (nnir ji 8) The imcription consists of fix lines of Persian verse, but 
the first homiRtieh of the fifth Imo hns dis ipj» nr< d from the inscriptjonnl tablet completely, 
leaving no trace of am letter 1 * Tin ecript is Smln'Uq I have deciphered the inscription ns 
■follows — 


Pinto X'I(n) 


jX^. L~, I ’-f 

iLi*w t ^ 

jXJ ft * ; cy -/ u ;;--s tS 

jljU J (j^r ^ iVw U* (Jb-* l( 
a i_^/ ; 0|2 jlj? * s.lirj 


r^i 

Jj'x »'A l 

ihLv tljj'i 

( 1 ) 

x 

A Jy 1 

Lc i 4 . 0 ) 

( 2 ) 

AJJj* 

tii lj i yVj 

iLm# (JvuaI j 

(3) 


filial 

. U>*» t Jyi 

(4) 

* • 

• ♦ * 

• • 0 

(5) 


J /' r> 3 J ] 

4L a j 

(G) 


TRANSLATION 

(1) “ Paring the r< ign of tin ju t 1 mg, Ibrahim mas Ins rule continue to the resurrection 

(2) “During the ndmuu tntion of th> i<»:fr of happv i onjunetion, Ddlvnr Khun dunng 
whose regime the univer j e betaine full of struggh < 

(1) "Prom the de u uit of tin 1 mg of Mints { Mi), of exalted rani the namesake of Ahmad 
the Prophet, the 1 mg, the b \i<>r of troop t 

(1) " U an auspicious ami happt time and at a lucl v moment when the Sun was in a noble 
station and Jupiter v as also moving fast 

(o) " lake whom is not to be found m ‘Iraq or Tnbn? 

(C) “I was sitting in order to compo <e a chronogram, m the meantime the Invisible Speaker 
called me and said, ‘ Get up ’ " 

The inscription at this point Ret ms to be incomplete for the chronogram is not contained in 
the message of the “Invisible Speaker” 

The tablet on which Muhammad 'Add Shrill’s (1027 .07 A D ) inscription is carved was hang 
m n neglected condition at the time of my visit to the Mudgnl Fort, m January, 1900, and at mv 
instance it lins .since been removed to the Hyderabad Museum, nnd now shown there ns exhibit 
No 1131 The tablet is divided into fourteen panels, each containing an hemistich m the Persian 
language 5 The style of writing is 77 tilth At the head of the tablet there is a projection on which 

1 Tho mBcnptionnl tablet measures 1 ft 10 in bj ) ft 8 in 

1 Tho tablet measures 2 ft Cm bi 2 ft 



Plate XI 


(a) On a bastion, Mudgal Fort 



Scale 166 

(M Inscription from the Mudgal Fort, now preserved at the Hyderabad Museum (No 4134). 



Scale 166 
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the names of Allah, Muhammad and ‘Ah are carved I have deciphered the text of the inscrip- 
tion as follows — 


Plate XI(b) 

Ul 

^Xc AJjJ 

tr’ 0 ^ A*-*'* o U I 1/" ~~ y (1) 

jyl cT“" ) 6 sS y k <J-4 J c/C sy'Ui (2) 

UL> 

ijjamj* j 8t)^J )*¥* jl (3> 

IX) u> 

oy a.-*. j sUaw_ j Jljiii yy>* j ^ ^.lo^ y-yj yy> (5) 

« 

yy* AW < *y. (yro U^> b ( yj ! ^ y| <b ^J) (6) 

;l »— -) yy yy; j y ^ y j/i^ »tfy so, — w jaw* - ( 7) 

TRANSLATION 


“ Allah, Muhammad, ‘All ' 

(1) “ During the reign of the ]ust king of the world , the lord of the universe, Sultan Muham- 
mad, the defender of the faith 

(2) “ Built the beautiful Ghagan Mahall on the top of the hill m elegance and charm it has 
no match 

(3) “ The brilliant palace which he has built of marble it shines from the East to the West 
like the radiant (lit auspicious) Moon 

(4) “ (Built the palace) on the mountain with which mount Caucasus can not be compared 
a mountain so high and grand does not exist m the universe 

(5) “ It has been built by the grace of God, the Living from the lnjra it was the year (1053 
H =1643 A D ) 

(6) “ 0 God, protect this holy Siffin, 1 * 3 through the chaste character of the lord of both the 
worlds, the Chosen Prophet (Muhammad) ' 

(7) “ The humble servant of the court, Ragvandu, who m valour excels Rustam ” 


1 Siffin, a town on the Euphrates near which a great battle between ‘Ah and Mu'aviyah was fought 

Mudgal hero has been compared with Siffin on account of its being the scenes of continuous warfare between the 
Musluns and Hindus 

3 A 
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npiompin \ i\do moslkmica 


INSCRIPTIONS PROM TI1K T ALT AM FORT 

Bl 0 VA7WtM 

I» 20*1C», Ivlmn Bahadur Mr Save-el \hnmel, Curator, Ajunfa G'a\ cs, mibmittod to inc a rough 
plan of the 1 Tultam Fort and uKo tithe d rubbings of time inscriptions 1 Two of those inscriptions 
belong to the reign of Mnrtnzu Ni/iim S|mh I who ruled at Mnnadimgar from 1 50, > 80 \ D The 
third inscription In longs to the reign of lurangre 1* and is dated the 10th \( er of his reign The 
two inscriptions of Murtnzu Ni/iim 'shah are intere sting, for in one of them the real name of Salahat 
JvliTn, the minister of Miirlara. is given Tin minister's n< d name was ijhilmb Khan which is not 
recorded in contetnjiorarv hi torv I irnhta however, praises die administration of halahat Khui, 
tnd writes that the Marat Im e ountrv wa i neve r so well gene rmel as In halahat JO;fm smcc the reign 
of Mahmud s|mh Mulimain 3 In the iim ription In* is recorded to have 1 hudt the gatewav of the 
Tilt am fort 3 

Astherlnme tnd me tre of the so two inscriptions are tin s uni’, it appears that both constitute 
one recorel Thee an however curve don s, pirate slabs, and tin charade rs of the inscription 
giving the date are bolder than those of it < eompeiuon, containing the name of the King The 
stjlc of writing is \<i«M of a t rude t\pe and the language n Pe roan The test of thc»c two 
iniscriptions mav he retd is follows ~ 


PJnto Xll(n-b) 

s_j jLr Lw i-yf lists'* s ^“ sex 
e dU* vj‘s=-j^ 4*15 nlyO 


e^JL (sit) j\ 0,Ur *Jp 

i j o’j*: y ^ ixL^ a-x n 
1HANSLATION 

* In the reign of Shall Murtaz », the gatewav of the Talt un fort was built bv Shdiab Klian, 
(entitled) Snlalmt Ivhiin ” 

1 According to Mr Saved Mimnel s rvport 1 sham 1 ort is situated some ten nitles west of \jnntn, in the same 
rangi of lulls which contains the OIntotl ach ( Jinjuia) cave* the fort has three gatewav*, and it is defended bv 
a lnrgc numbir of bastion* Hr names of the gat* wavs art (I) 'IJie itnitllhfri Darwlza facing the Last , (2) 
the Jinjala Darw’im facing tin South and (3) the Jerundt Daruiiza, fating the West The area inside the fort 
is not verv large and the buildings fcitunted tie rein, art in a ruinous condition The ta mains of a palace mav be 
seen in tin Northern part of the fort flic palace walls an defended bv four mnssivi bastions one of which has 
the figure of a tiger, having four ilcplmnts under his paws, ont elephant being under each paw There are two 
tanl s, staled the DRdvit Tnllb (the .Mill Pond) and the Mnchhlf 1 flab (the 1 i>h Pond), besides a large well called 
the Miiriitl Biol! There is a mo^tpie towards the I ast of the palace and an ‘Ideah towards the \\r-t of it The 
latter building is at a eonsiderablt distanct from the palace The Murtara Shah’s inscription* arc carved on the 
Torundl Darwaza and tin Aurangzeh inscription on the Bnitalb'ip Parwlza The Taftarn Port is non called 
A nisagarh and also 1 \bhasgafh 
3 /Jriyjpt III, 202 

3 Taltam according to ‘Abdu 1 Hamid the author of the Jiad'J_uh Soma was one of the important fortresses 
of the Deccan during the reign of Shah Julian It was captured bv the Muglial forces during the conquest of 
Dliarur lor further particulars see the lindihuh Sumo ( ltibi Ind ) A ol I pp 310 tbS and 484 



(a) Inscription on the Jarandi Danvaza, Taltam Fort 



Scale 2 

(b) On the same Danvaza 



Scale 2 

(c) Inscription m the Taltam Fort 
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“ The date of this building from the hi]) a of the Prophet (Muhammad) — nine centimes had 
passed and eighty nine years oi er that, 989 H (1581 AD)” 

The date fits in w ith the period of the ministry of Salabat Khan at Ahmadnagar 

The liisenptional tablet, bearing the Auraugzeb inscription, w as originally fixed over the Bai 
t'llbarl Darwlza The record is in three lines and the language is Persian 1 The inscriptional 
tablet has been exposed to the weather for sei eral centuries, and the letters have been oblite- 
rated in sei oral places The text has, howe\ er, been deciphered and is given below — 1 


Plate XII(c) 

sb” Sclsu- jlsU. | 

j]6 &xJ3 y\ duU. fltjjL b ^jJ.) i*ij «Uob Jj 

l— £ | | | *) 4-tu, ] ^jUa» (C q iXuj . <jJj 


TRANSLATION 


I jXt*J 


‘ Bi the command, worth) of being obeyed, of His Majesty, the refuge of the world, 
the emperor enjoying the allegiance of all kings, Abu’? Zafar Muhiu’d-Dln Muhammad 
Auraugzeb the world conquering and the \ictorious king the gateway of the Taltam Fort was 
built b) the humblest servant of the court, Abu SaTd, the Commandant of the Fort, son of Hiitlm 
Khan, in the 19th year of the auspicious reign (1116 H =1701 AD)” 

Auraugzeb about this period, was engaged m settling the administration of the Deccan and 
lie would hate strengthened the defences of the forts wherein the imperial arm) was garrisoned 


SOME NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM GOLCONDA AND HYDERABAD 

B\ G Yazdxm 

The inscriptions of Golconda and Hjderabad ha\c been studied in exlenso in my articles con 
tnbuted to this Journal during the jears 1913 11, 1915 1C and 1917 18 2 , but Hyderabad City and 
Suburbs co\ er such a large area, and the) are so thickly populated, that one often comes across 
new finds and the surve) cannot be regarded as complete at any stage As an illustration of this 
view are the twent) inscriptions which have been found recently b) Khwaja Muhammad Ahmad 
Sahib, M A , Curator, Hyderabad Museum, and which I am editing at his request Some of these 
inscriptions are car\ed on buildings erected b) Qutb bhahi kings and they .are important in fixing 
with precision the dates of those buildings Some other represent beautiful calligraphic styles, 
Thulth, Turjhra and NaslaTiq and the) are therefore of considerable significance to students of 
Muslim Art I ha\ e studied the inscriptions in the chronological order and I shall describe them 
accordingly 

I — Inscription on Shaikh’s Mosque, Golconda 

bhaikhpet is a small village to the north east of Golconda Tombs It has a mosque which 
at one time was decorated with beautiful tile work The mosque is built on a platform, and its 

1 The msciiptional tablet measures 2 ft 6 in bv 1 ft 9 m 

2 There is also an article on an inscription of Golconda in the E I M , 1923 24 and another on two inserip 
lions of Hyderabad in the number for 1920 26 
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plan consists of a prayer-hall and a court with a cistern for ablutions m the middle The prayer- 
hall measures 37 ft 6 m by 23 ft 6 m and has three arched openings towards the east The 
inscription is carved on the western wall, being arranged m six panels, four of which contain 
Persian verse, one contains a Qur’amc text (Ch LXXII, verse 18) and another the name of the 
calhgraphist, who was a Persian The name of this calligraphist — ^J| 4JJ) <dJ 

also occurs in the Toll Mas] id inscription of Hyderabad which was built by Musa Khan, during 
the reign of ‘Abdu’lla Qutb Shah 1 As the present inscription also contains the name of Sultan 
‘Abdu’lla, it appears that the artist Lutfu’lla enjoyed royal patronage during the reign of this 
king 

The Persian verse of this inscription is written in the Nasta‘liq characters while the Qur’anic 
text is m the Thiilth script Both styles of writing are of a high order and show that Lutfu’lla 
was a calhgraphist of extraordinary ability The total length of the inscription on the wall is 15 
ft 3 in , while the width of the panels on which it is carved is 1 ft 6 in I have deciphered the 
inscription as follows — 


Plate XIII 

4J| ^ jl ^ 

IkJ^I 4JJ) <UJ J 

i 

-v. } * dlj| <JJX sljj tlA 

I ix* dJJ| i sxif 


! ^ ijryjr ixJ l ^'1 1 ^ *— w " d* 

TRANSLATION 

Verse 

“ Wisdom quoted this verse from the Qur’an as the chronogram of the building — 

“ Verily the places of worship are set apart unto God, wherefore invoke not any other therein 
together with God ” 2 1042 H 

“ His Majesty, the refuge of the world, ‘Abdu’lla built a mosque of heavenly foundations ” 

“ Written by Lutfu’lla al Husain! al- Tabriz! 1043 H (1633 AD)” Lutfu’lla al HusamT 
al- Tabriz! (endeavouied to complete the house of God, the Bountiful, m 1044 H (1634 AD)) 

* E I M , 1917 18 pp 49 50 

2 The letters of this verse according to the Ajoad system give the date 1042 H in which year apparently the 
building of the mosque was commenced The other two dates 1043 and 1044 H refer to the time of the compila 
tion of the inscription and the year of the completion of the building The last portion of the inscription bearing 
the date 1044 H was apparently added afterwards uhen Luffu’lla al Husami completed the budding 



Inscription on Shaikh’s mosque, Golconda 






Plate XIV 



Scale 166 Scale 1 Scale 125 
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II — Inscription on a gun at Golconda 

At Golconda fort we have some fine specimens of Mughal guns, among which the Fath Railibar 
of the Petla Bur], 1 the Azhdaha Paikar of the Musa Bui], 2 and the Dushman Kob of the Sampolia 
Bur] are particularly good, on account of their large size, beautiful workmanship and military value 
These guns, as a rule, bear on them the name of the manufacturer, the weight of the shots and gun 
powder which are to be used for charging the gun, and the name of the king during whose reign 
or under whose command, they have been made Artillery was introduced in the Deccan by 
Turkish engineers in the last decade of the 15th century and we find references to Turkish gunners 
in the records of that period Later we find the names of Arab Mechanics also as gnnmakers and 
among them the name of one Muhammad Husain is prominent as the maker of some magnificent 
guns 3 , 

The present inscription is carved on a gun mounted on the Sampolia Bur] 4 at Golconda The 
gun is of considerable size, measuring 15 ft 9 m m length and 2 ft 41 in in girth near the butt 
and 1 ft 8 m near the muzzle According to the inscription it was made at Asir by one Maratha 
gunmaker, named Mathra Das son of Ramji It was apparently brought to Golconda by 
Aurangzeb, who first used it during the siege of the fort, 5 and after its fall m 1687 A D mounted 
it on the Sampolia Bur] in its present position 

The inscription is divided into three parts, each part being carved in a separate panel The 
language of the inscription is Persian and the style of wutmg Nasta‘liq I have deciphered the 
inscription as follows — 

Plate XIV(a) 

alAol) J i iUsw y| dyfiyi 

| .. Ap 


jLjJ jO Oj^b ) ^ 

1 1 (<i) 

^ ^ 1 ° W* ^ 

TRANSLATION 

“ During the reign of Abu’z Zafar Muhiu’d Din Muhammad Aurangzeb Bahadur, ‘Alomgir 
the victorious king, in the Jn'jrl year 1084 H (1673 A D ) 

J See E I M , 1913 14, pp 55 50 
s Ibid , pp 51 56 

3 Annual Report, Archeological Department, Hyderabad, 1921 24, pp 18 25 

4 This bastion is to the east of the Musa Bur), built near the Dammam Damaza 
r See Ma'allxr i ‘ Alamjm (Bibl Ind ), p 290 
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“ The gun Duehman Kob (the Destroyer of the Enemy) charge (shots) 30 seers and gun- 
pow der 2 seers 

“ The gun made (?) at the Ami fort during the regnal yeni 1G (1084 H ) Made by Mathra 
Das sou of Eamji ” 


III-IV — Inscription m the Da’ira 'Arz Begi, Hyderabad 

About two furlongs to the west of the Obadarghfit Danvaza of the Hyderabad City is a 
cemetery containing many old graves In this cemetery two beautifully carved inscriptions! slabs 
are lying, which apparently at one time were attached to some tombs One of them (Plate XIV b) 
contains the finite durud. written m beautiful Thullh characters 1 At the end of the durud, the 
date 105G II , which probably refers to the demise of the person who was buried in the tomb, and 
the name of the scnhe, ( j)y~ e «■ arc given 

The other tablet also has the .Shiite durud carved on it 2 but m the upper part of it, around 
the dui ud are inscribed four Persian ( ouplcts, the script being NaiUVliq The letters of the upper- 
part of the tablet hay e decayed and it is difficult to make out the coujilcts in full The durud 
Is written m the Tkulth style and below it are inscribed the name of the deceased, ‘Ali Piza IQian 
and the date 1007 TI (KiGG \ I) ) The couplets h.ue been deeipheied as follows — 


Plate XIV(c) 


JO w 


(JlyA •* jl j. '*A 



-w 

c__f Lvac 

( 2 ) 

j * <L 


6 i 

- j' ^ (3) 

s? S' b 


l) 

1) wfb (4) 


I .. v 


TRANSLATION 

( ouplcts 

(1) “ On the night of Tuesday', the sixth of Shawwal (1007 H ) 3 the deceased , 

(2) “ Bv this event filled with gnef, and joV and pleasure were changed into sorroyv 

(3) “ When I inquired of Widsom the date of Ins death it raised lamentation deep 
and pathetic 

(4) “ As the heart of heavens was burnt through grief, ‘ O God, keep his grave illuminated ! 
1007 H 4 ” 


1 The in»criptionnl tablet measures j ft by 1 ft 6 in 

2 This tablet measures 4 ft in length and 2 ft in breadth 

2 It corresponds v itli 150S A D 

• As the date 1007 H is absolutely clear heie it appears t hat this part of the inscription (» e , the couplets) 
is older than the durud which has the date 1007 H carved at its end This Sbnte durud and the date 1067 H 
were carved at a later tunc after chiselling away a portion of the original inscriptions m order to use the tablet for 
the tomb of another person 



Plate XV 


(a) On Haji Kamal’s mosque, Chadarghat, Hyderabad Deccan 



(b) On a tomb in Tahmasp Khan’s mosque Chadarghat, Hyderabad Deccan 



Scale 2 

(c) On Kali Qabr, Chadarghat, Hyderabad Deccan. 



Scale 1 66 
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V — Inscription on Haji Kamal's Mosque, Hyderabad 

Tlus is a small mosque, situated on the right bank of the river Musi, near the crossing of the 
roads, which go to the Afzal Gan] Btidge, Danish bhifa and Ohadar Ghat Gate The inscription 
is carved o\ er the middle arch of the prayer-hall 1 and consists of a saying of the Prophet, Muham 
mad, and two lines of Persian prose The style of writing is Xaslh of an ordinary type I hat e 
deciphered the text as follows — 


Plate XV(a) 

AD| J-^ 

AD|jU-C y cA^iaju-zo t £ bo 

o 1 <J| l _ 5 ' jur V O Y 

TRANSLATION 

“ The Prophet has said, Hasten to sa} v our prayers lest (lit before) \ e miss them ’ Verily 
the Prophet has said aright ” 

‘ This mosque was built during the reign of AbduTla Qutb bhali (1626 72 A D ) The founder 
of this noble building (is) Ha]I Kamal In the jear 1035 H (1626 A D 1 

VI — Inscription on a tomb near Taibmasp IThan’s Mosque, Hyderabad 

% 

Taihmasp TThan was a noble of the Qutb Sh ihl court, and a small but beautiful mosque is still 

associated with his name in Hyderabad Cit} The mosque is situated near the Ohadar Ghat 

Darwaza, and it has some graves near by The latter originally would have been enclosed 
in the compound of the mosque, for the epitaphs can ed on the tombs belong to the Qutb Shah! 
period 3 At the head of one of these graves an mscnptional tablet of black basalt is fixed, which 
on one side has the Shiite diuud and on the other an epitaph m six lines The language of the 
epitaph is Persian and the script XatUi A The text of the epitaph has been deciphered as follows — 

Plate XV(b) 

tLu i—jj&xz 0 ^ i i_jbj 

LlJ fjlycj dJj Ae-sv' 

1 — HP 

ill y uLtAifc y 

1 The mscnptional tablet measures 1 ft 3 m by 10 in 

* « Abdu’lla Qutb Shah succeeded bis father on the I4th Jumada I, 1035 H so this mosque was built shortly 
after his accession 

3 There is also an old bath near this mosque 

* The mscnptional tablet is arch shaped and measures 2 ft bv I ft 3 m 

1 This nick name was apparenth given to Haji Muhammad Hu»am on account of his stout lege 


4 
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TRANSLATION 
“ Autliontj is for God 1 * 

“ The dentil of the deceased, who is cnjojing Dnine forgiveness and mercy, the pilgrim of the 
sacred shrines of Mecca and Medina, lliijl Muhammad Tnql, son of the Messed and forgiven, Haji 
Muhammad Husain Quhpiiya, ‘occurred on the 21th of Jumnda I, 1089 H (4th July, 1678 AD)” 

VII — Inscription on tho Kali Qabi, Hyderabad City 

This tomb is situated on a side of the Ohiidnr Glint — Diiru’sfi-Shifa road, and is prominent 
for the beautiful polish and exquisite carving of its *-nrcoplngus On the top of the sarco- 
phagus a quotation from the CMr’rTn (Ch III, aerse 1(») 3 is inscribed, and on one side the epitaph, 
which gives the name of the deceased and the date of Ins death The epitaph is m the Persian 
language, tho script being V aita'liq The text of the epitaph is ns follows — 


Plato XV(c) 

i jilJj iLu jin* v uhj 

l | <) v Jly" 


TRANSLATION 

“ The date of the death of His Holiness, Sny\ id Sjmh Allah Dost (mnj his secret be sanctified 1) 
is the 3rd of Sbawwnl 1197 II (1st September, 1783 AD)” 

VIII — Inscription on tho Bogam's Mosquo, Hyderabad 

Tins mosque is situated near the Mecca Masjid, to the south of the Unani Dnviikljnna The 
plan of the mosque consists of a praj er-hall, a court } ard and a cistern for ablutions The prayer- 
hall measures 34' X 20', and has three arched openings towards the east Inside the prayer hall 
the mihrab is built of black basalt, and lias x erj beautiful tile-work around it Some Qur'atnc 
texts 3 and the words ^'J| to (j lw ~ (_/*) are inscribed m the tile work 

There is another inscription m the prajer hall, which is caned around the mihrab It is a 
masterpiece of the Thulth style of writing and contains the name of Muhammad Al-Fakhkhar, 
son of Jamalu’d Din Husain He was a Persian calligraphist, hailing from Sluraz In Hyder- 
abad there are several inscriptions by him, the more notable among them being the Jam!* Masjid 
inscription, dated 1006 II 3 and the Sajida Khanam Mosque inscription of Mugbalpura, dated 
1008 H s The calligraphist flourished during the reign of Muhammad Quli Qutb Shall (988-1020 
H ), founder of the City of H} derabad 

1 In fines 3 and 5 tfio words jtu and ok*. have been split owing to lack of space, but this is not permis- 
sible according to Persian grammar 

1 This text has often been carved on Qutb Shufii tombs See E I 21 , 1916 16, pp 28, 31 and 32 and Plate 
VIII 

3 Chapter IX, \erse 18 and Chapter LXI, verse 13 

*E I M, 1917 18, p 45, Plato XVI 

6 Ibid , 1925 26, p 26, Plate XII 



On Begam’s mosque, near Unam Dawakhana, Hyderabad Deccan 


Plate XVI 






Platt XVII 


(a) On a tomb near Children’s Park, Mughal Pura, Hyderabad Deccan 



Scale 25 


(, b ) On a tomb near Machhli Kaman Hyderabad Deccan 



Scale 2 
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The inscription carved around the mihrab in. this mosque, contains the Shiite duriid, an extract 
from the Qur’an (Ch 59, verses 21-4), the date 1003 H (1593 A D ) and the name of the calhgra- 

m 

phist, - ^yoJl JU- (Plate XVI) 

IX — An inscription from Mughalpura, Hyderabad City 

Muglialpura was a fashionable quarter of the Hyderabad City during the later Qutb Sliahi 
period, and there are some mosques and tombs which bear inscriptions of that period 1 The present 
inscription is carved on a tomb, situated near the Children’s Park, which has been laid out by the 
City Improvement Board recently The inscription gives the date 1006 H which falls within 
the reign of Muhammad Qull Qutb Shah, the fifth king of the dynasty and founder of Hyder- 
abad City The script is NaskA of a thick type and the language Persian I have deciphered the 
inscription as follows — 


Plate XVII(a) 

Ch* 

aCo ijC i t xs 

TRANSLATION 

The date of the death of Murshid Qull, son of Qasim Beg — on the 1st of Sha'ban, Thursday 
1006 H (10th March, 1597 A D ), he was united with God 

X — Inscription on a tomb near MacWhli Kaman, Hyderabad City 

In Hyderabad City, the piazza in front of the old Qutb Shah! palaces had four lofty arches 
facing the cardinal points The arches still exist and one of them facing the east is called the 
ipU S or the Fish Arch Fish was one of the emblems of royalty during the Qutb Sliahi 

period, and a large bamboo and paper fish is still hung from the apex of this arch as an old royalty 
sign on festive occasions - In the vicinity of this arch there is a tomb with an mscnptional 
tablet 3 bearing the Shiite duriid and the date 9th Shawwal, 1075 H (Saturday, 15th April, 1665 
AD) The inscription does not mention the name of the person who is buried m the grave 
The style of writing is Naslh (Plate XVII6) 

XI — Inscnptzon on Salih Begam's Mosque, Hyderabad City 

The mosque is situated near the Kotla ‘All Jah and has several inscriptions in its prayer hall 
They consist of quotations from the Qur’an , 4 religious texts 6 and the phrase 
jUo 1 - Jsiwo ^.Lu 

1 For Mugfialpura and the inscriptions therein see my article in the E I M for 1926 26, pp 25 26 

2 For further particulars regarding the arch see the Annual Report, Archaeological Department, Hyderabad, 
for the year 1918 19, p 4 

3 The tablet measures 1 ft 10 m by 1 ft 6 in 

* The Qur'amc quotations are Chapters I, II (v 256), CIX, CXII, CXTTT, CIV, XCVII 

6 The religious texts are the Shute duriid, the Nadi ‘Ali and the names of God 

4 A 
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In tin court) nut of this mosque them is a {•rave vim 1) lias a sarcophagus of black stone At 
the head of the gr.ne an lumnjitmunl tabli t is ii\cil which contains two \rnbic couplets and some 
religious texts Th< gia\e is report* d to be tlmt of .Sfdih llcgam but the msr riptionnl tablet does 
not boar liei name nor does it bear the date of hi r death 

Oui the dooruin of this mosque a large inscription is caned which records the bequest of 
some houses and shops for the maintenance of the mosque, and also contains an imprecation 
against ill users of tin gift Such imprecations are frequent!) found m contemporary land 
grants, compiled in the languages of the Deccan and South India and are rare in North India 1 
The laiiguagt of the inscription is Persian and the script i\nibh In the beginning there are three 
couplets of a rambling clinnctcr and after them eomes the imprecation The purpose of the 
bequest is further described and then follows another imprecation I hn\c deciphered the text 
as follows ~ 


Pinto XVIII 


(V aUHj JT r t i^-* KfVj cA* l A {*/ L 

r u j o- :u ] r jO ji Jj) ^l / 4 y* sV**b jii-> 

w 

dp- y* siiO ^(mc) J W-f' ) J 

joU b j > I j b aiT (sic) !>*•*>»■« s hj 3 jAb o, J] 

+* «• 

t|.qV - tv£b ijjfbj i*b r ,-« i<L* y 

^ b aiai 4 j ) \jf e_a3j ^ iSy ^ ^Jbe 

L j jO jj 4J)jf tSyt ^ ^ djjJu* ojCo ^ y J 

fV" -j; 0 / 0J / — >** ua; ;> ; °r^ /"/ ^ (0* ^ 


TRANSLATION 

(1) ‘ I liaxc bequeathed nil the houses and the shops for the mosque in the names of the 
Chosen Prophet (Muhammad) nnel his «on m law ‘All 3 and (tu the names of) their noble progeny 
and descendants 

(2) “ I hn\e made this bequest with the hope that on the da\ of judgment m\ desire be 
fulfilled, and the select (things) of both worlds, ns well as the cup bearer and the vine be m m) 
possession: 

(3) “ AI) friends and relatnes hate no share m this propert), and whoexer claims it his claim 
is unlawful ” 

1 If she is a woman who lass claim to these houses and shops, which bate been bequeathed 
for the mosque, she (ns it were) commits aelultei) with her father in the sacred precincts of Mecca, 
and if he is a man, lie (as it were) commits adulters i ltli his mother in fho same precincts In the 
year 1067 H (1657 AD)” 

1 iScc She inscriptions on the mosque of Vuun Miflil , 1 I M , 1917 IS, pp 50 55, and the Domhalli mscrip 
tion, published in the same journal for tho xenr 1031 12, pp 25 0 

2 The letter seems to havo been left out here 

3 Murtara, literal^ means * the chosen a title of * Ml 



On Sahha Bi’s mosque, Kotla ‘All Jah, Hyderabad Deccan 


Plate XVIII 
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, Salih Begam Sayyida has written to this effect that whoever will stay m the bequeathed, 
houses and shops he shall pay the rent, which is to be spent on the carpets and lamps of the mosque 
and (also) on the pay of the mv’ a dhdh in (the public crier) and the steward And if anj amount is 
left over (after the expenditure specified above) that will be rf&ent on the annual feasting and 
(special) prayers Whoever will stay m the house or the shop, and will not pay the lent, shall 
be overtaken by the curse of God, and his head shall become the head of a pig and he shall be 
in the infernal fire of hell ” 


XII —Inscription in a mosque near Kotla 'All Jab, Hyderabad City 

This inscription is cam ed on a loose slab 1 2 which is now stored m one of the rooms of a mosque 3 
near Kotla ‘All Jih The inscription records the bequest of a shop and an upper apartment for 
the maintenance of the mosque The record eonsists of six lines of Persian verse, written in the 
Kast&tiq characters I have deciphered the text as follows — 

Plate XIX(a) 

m u« u> hi . l u> 

ur^-y” oy o y-yl Line 1 

y) j.mJ| ijic 

y darJiXx. j c_£vl AJJ) c °hi | ' ((j) ^.loJ lisu**/ 0 Line 2 

jibyL j 

i i | i | 4a v i ^jLnstj jqm j j lj Line 3 

(S) F* J** 

^ ^yi| djjyT i Ax* i i (y sS Db Line 4: 

w 

(S) y ^ ; u" ] s ; u ^ j 

ij-a .0 ^Luj) j jjJy j jl j(] Line 5 

Jy-wj iifj yj j jLxjj? Jo-=^ 

O y-^I y Line 6 

„ TRANSLATION 

“ In the name of God the Merciful and Compassionate 

“ By the grace of Almighty God this mosque, near the sacred relics of His Hohness, the chosen, 
‘Ah, may the peace of God be upon him 1 was built and completed by the sincere efforts of Muham- 
mad Riza, son of Lutfu’lla Beg, and Khadija Khanarn, the daughter of Malik Muhammad, who 
are husband and wife, on the 27th of the holy month of Ramazan 1111 H (Thursday, 10th March, 

1 The mscnptional tablet measures 2 ft 3 in by 9 in 

2 It is a very small building having no architectural significance 
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1700 AD) and the rent of a shop with an upper apartment, which have been built adjacent to 
the mosque, is to be spent on the mattings and water and on the pay of the mu’adhdhin (public- 
crier) and steward and on the light of the said mosque If the sister or brother or daughter or 
their children will interfere (m this bequest) the curse of God shall overtake them, and they shall 
feel ashamed in the presence of the Prophet (Muhammad) Amen 1 * 3 and again Amen ! 

XIII — Inscription on Mahdl Khan’s tomb, Hyderabad. City 

The tomb of Rawiib Mahdl Khan is m a small enclosure (17 ft square), built m the vicinity 
of the Kotla ‘All Jali The sarcophagus of the tomb is of black basalt and at the top of it a Qur ante 
text 1 and the epitaph are can ed The Qur'dmc text is written in the Thvllh characters of an ele- 
gant tjpe, while the epitaph is in the haHa'ltq script The epitaph has been deciphered 
as follows — 


Plato XIX(b) 

ill'* 1*1 i*n 

--CwG® \y - ' 

1*1 lit'* i*n 

TRANSLATION 

“ The date of birth, the period of life, and the date of death, all three may be ascer- 
tained (according to the Ab]ad system) from the title, the name and the title of honour Sahib, of 
Rawiib Mir Mahdl Khan Sahib ” 

The letters in the title of gn c the } ear 1120 II , which is the date of the 

death of the Navtab The honorific < gnes 101, which may be taken as the age of the 
Raw ab when he died If we deduct 101 from 1120, the j enr of the Raw 7b’s death, we get 1019 
the date of the Raw fib’s birth 

XIV -XX — Inscriptions m tbe Qhassalwari, Hyderabad City 

Ghassalwari, as its meaning indicates, was once the quarter of the professional washers of the 
bodies of the dead The quarter is close to the Mir-ka D.l’ira, 5 an important necropolis of 
Hyderabad City In this quarter is a small mosque bearing an inscription of Bibi Khadija, 
daughter of Mir ‘All AstarabadI, whose tomb is situated m the Mir-ka Da’ira 5 Rear the mosque 
is a platform on which there are several tombs bearing inscriptions 

The inscription reproduced as Plate XXa is carved on a tablet fixed at the head of a tomb on 
the platform The inscription contains the Nacli 'All, the name of the deceased and the date of 
his death The style of writing is Tughra I have deciphered the name of the deceased and the 
date aB follows — 

1 Chapter XCVII 

3 See E I M , 1<J17 18, p 45 

3 The inscription on the tomb of Bibi Khadija has been Btndied m the E I M , for 1917 18, p 4th 



Plate XX 


a) On a tomb m Ghassalwari, Sultan 
Shalu, Hyderabad Deccan 



(c) On another tomb in Ghassalwari, Sultan Shahi, 
Hyderabad Deccan 
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(6) On a mosque m Ghassahvau, Sultan Shahi, Hydeiabad Deccan 
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Plate XX(a) 

sLo I jcUau 

O 1 ‘PA 1 — i c 4U|t_ ^-jixc f*® aIjj i >(Axa« ^j) tXx-w 

TRANSLATION 

(1) “ The icfuge of Sayyids, (who is) residing m paradise, Amir Sayyid, son of the refuge of 
Sayyids, Mir ‘Ina} atu’lla of Mashhad (by birth) and of Isfahan by residence on the 20th of Rajab, 
in the year 1028 H ” ("Wednesday, 2oth June, 1619 A D ) 

The tablet, on n Inch the above inscription is carved, has the phrase and the Shiite 

durud on its back 1 

The next inscription of this locahty, in the chronological order, is carved over the mihab of 
the mosque referred to above (p 30) It consists of two lines of Persian prose written m the 
Tughra style I have deciphered the text of the inscription as follows — 

Plate XX(b) 

stlr^Lu &*->) j j^JLo i&\a£ 1 ^.j) 

» tw 

O | *n* **-* <a»j) i — jj 

TRANSLATION 

“ This mosque was built for the bestowal of divine favour on the chaste, pious, austere, devout 
and religious (lady), Blbl Khadija, daughter of Mir Sayyid ‘All of Astarabad, the Shaikh of Awand, 
m the j ear 1034 H (1624 AD)” 2 

As Blbl Khadija, according to the inscription can ed on her tomb, died in 1031 H , 3 this mosque 
was built three years after her death 

Another inscription at this site is on a tablet fixed at the head of a tomb on the platform in 
the vicinity of the mosque The inscription consists of five Persian couplets written m the 
Nasla'Uq characters The couplets lament the death of one ‘Amu’lla and contain a chronogram 
giving the/njiu year 1036 H (1627 A D ) The inscriptional tablet does not seem to be m its 
original place for the tomb at the head of which it is fixed, bears on its sarcophagus an epitaph 
giving the date 7th Jumada 1 1222 H The figures giving this year are written in two lines, 12 
at the top and 22 belov, them If these figures represent the hip a year the view that the head 
tablet belongs to another tomb is correct But if 12 and 22 represent separately something 
else the head tablet giving the year 1036 H may belong to this tomb and the year may be taken 
as the date of the death of the person buried therein I have deciphered the couplets as 
follows — - 

Plate XX(c) 

J * " O) $ ) 4,0 j! 

1 The inscriptional tablet measures 2 ft 3 m by 1 ft 3 in 

1 For the epithets used m this inscription see E I M , 1917 18, p 46 

3 Idem 
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J* ’ v ' i ^ 0 /• ufjr* * * 

jl ^ *t>)<-5 (_r L&4> j-*- l _y"Jy 5 <J^“ 

;l ^b u .> c^ 5 *— ' ""v* ,) * — '"*}■* jl *1 i^b 

I •.{"‘J Sa- 

TRANSLATION 

(1) “ When ‘Ainu’lla departed from this world, tlie atmosphere grew thick (lit dark) by the 
cries which were raised 

(2) “ Whoever heard of his death showed grief and said, ‘ May mercy be upon his forbears I’ 

(3) “ He did not hurt even an ant although it passed from under his foot 

(4) “ Wisdom inquired about the year of his death thou (perchance) dost not know the place 
which has been given him by God 

(5) “ Take away the last letter of the word *) (that is s ) from ' — and say (the phrase) — 
may the highest heaven be his resting place 1 — is the chronogram l ’ 

1036 H (1627 AD ) 

The inscription on the sarcophagus of the tomb has been deciphered as follows — 

Plate XXII(c) 

!h 

rr JjSi sU 

TRANSLATION 

“ In front of the mosque, m the earthly abode ” 

7th of Jumada I 12 

22 

On another tomb, built on the same platform is an inscription, containing the Shiite dariid 
and the date 1080 H (1667 A D ) The style of writing is Thultli of an intricate ty r pe (Plate XXI) 
The tomb is apparently' of some noble of the Qutb Shah! period, whose name is, however, not given 
m the inscription 

Near the above tomb there is another with nn inscriptional tablet 2 fixed at its head The 
tablet bears inscriptions on both sides The side facing the tomb has the phrase, 4JJ and 

the Shiite duriid (Plate XXIIa) The back bears the following text — 

Plate XXII(b) 

JU] 

I UJ ^) 

d-i.lv jlys. ^aHa/ iA-c- ■‘X-c 

1 The phrase— ah lS. * t ’ according to the Abjad system gives the \ car 1041, but it we 

deduct the numerical value of the letter i , which is fi\e, we get 1030 in which year ‘Amu’lla died 

* The tablet measures 2 ft 6 in bv 1 ft 0 in 



Plate XXI 


On a tomb in Ghassalwari, Sultan Shahi, Hyderabad Deccan 



Scale 142 





Plate XXII 


(a) On a tomb m Ghassalwan, Sultan 
Shaln, Hyderibad Deccan 


(b) On another tomb in Ghassalwari, Sultan 
Shahi. Hyderabad Deccan 



Ic) On another tomb in Ghassalwari, Sultan 
Shalu , Hyderabad Deccan 


(d) On Kamani Bes-ki-Masjid, 
Kalyani 
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I | ) . ' a.J!!| oju 


TRANSLATION 


“ He is tlie living, the ever lasting (God) ' 

“ Tlie death of Shaikh Sbikabu’d-Din, Muhammad Gilaiu, whom God has taken into His 
mercy, (and) whose sins have been forgiven, (and) w ho is residing m Paradise, occurred on the 
night of Wednesday, 19th of the month of Dhu Qa‘dh m the year 1110 H (9th May, 1699 AD)” 


TWO MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS FROM ANAD NEAR THE AJANTA GHAT HYDERABAD 

STATE 


By G Y izdaxj 

Both of these inscriptions were brought to my notice by Khan Bahadur Mr bajed Ahmad, 
Curator of the Ajanta Ca\ es, who had discovered them in the survey of the hill countrj lound about 
A]anta The hillock of Fardapur (jjj Jo-f ) i S frequently mentioned in the Mughal histones, 
and their armies, when moving from Burhanpur to Aurangabad or Daulatabad, entered the 
Deccan plateau bj the precipitous lull-path,, which is now called the Ajanta Ghat 1 It appears 
that the track in those days was uncertain, and it was cleared bv Shah Jalian, a- one of the inscrip 
tious records, on one of his marches to the Deccan 

The record consists of three Persian couplets, inscribed m six lines, and of a line of prose which 
mentions that the inscription was carved in the reign of Shah Jalian The style of writing is some- 
what crude, being NasUTlJq of a poor type I have deciphered the text as follows — 


Plate XXIII (a) 

u» 

^ U 


(*0 j“ *■ - c *-“ 


Oyj) j\y) ikj) tlXa. v — jy 

Jt— ‘^yl j j]y> 


bUwoI) (jjy 5 jO 


TRANSLATION 


“ 0 Opener f 
Verse 

(1) “ "When the sun of his (king’s) glory shone forth, 

There was adornment and decoration even in the midst of rocks ” 


1 For the convenience of visitors to the Ajanta Caves, His Exalted Highness the Nizam s Government have 
now constructed a niotorable road along the old track 
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(2) “ As far as he travelled the illumination increased 

As if every hour divine light shone forth ” 

(3) “ It was the year 1040 H (1630 A D ) 

When on this hillock the track was cleared ” 

“ Under the Government of His Majesty, the second lord of the happy conjunction, Shah 
Jaliau, the victorious king ” 

The tablet of the second inscription is also set up along the same track and it refers to the 
building of a charitable w ork, a well or a resting place, for the convenience of visitors The inscrip- 
tion gives the name of Aurangzeb, and also of one Hatim, who was apparently a local officer The 
record is in Persian verse consisting of four couplets The script is Nasta'lig Some of the letters 
of the 3rd and 4th couplets have disappeared through the weathering of the stone I have deci- 
phered the inscription as follow s — 


Plate XXIII (b) 
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TRANSLATION 

“ God, the Greatest 1 

(1) “ During the reign of Aurangzeb, the just and world-conquering long, Hatim 

(2) “ Eor the peace of the soul of Burhan Beg, whom Hatim considered his brother from 
his heart, 

(3) “ (He built) along the path this charitable work of cbntmual utility, so that the reward 
of lt- 

'-l) “ found the chronogram, 

be regarded as the date of the building” 



(a) On a tomb at Naubad near Bidar 


Plate XXIV 



Scile 083 
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TWO NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRICT, HYDERABAD STATE 

By 0 Yazdani 

Last year (1936), Mr Sultan ‘All Khan Faruqi, Arcliceologiral Surveyoi, H E II the Nizam’s 
Government, brought to my notice two new inscriptions, one of which bears the name of the Ba ill- 
man! long ‘Alau’d-Dln Ahmad Shah al-Baihmani (] 136 58 AD ), and the other of the Mughal 
king, Aurangzeb (1658 1707 A D ) The former record is carved over the doorway of a small tomb 
situated near a pleasant grove of mango trees at the village Naubad, m the suburbs of Bidai The 
inscription consists of five lines of Persian prose written m Thulth characters of an intricate 
type As the stone of the slab on which the inscription is carved is not close grained, it has suiter 
ed considerably from the weathei, and the letters have been abraded m seveial places. 
The text of the inscription, however, has been deciphered in full and it is given belou — 

Plate XXIV(a) 

LLuvi y i — a’ojjjy , ijlyl 4-> (_}U» jj stsoj Line 1 

J i — -^jl i — iOjXuJ L €- 

^ Ja>| y l J Ls y Lay Line 2 

I U) 

}} J jlj J ^ ^ yXs* jj M (JvAWJ lj JaL/J 

^.ilc nHob Jtic ^ 4d| Line 3 

^ ( y < A| (J'il}-" i_aA1> y ylx! 

sIau lIa "v) y bjixJ) ^llx ^JuX^Jb yb 4D) oJ) Line 4, 

^1U,U| «Lo5 ^.UaA) y ^ujLo^uj u UaLJ; o^Ud) ^y. 

^.obUwO)| ^jaJ! <A-r.v. Uy ^yoJ) y LjjJ) b))y Line 5 

j ^lw tfjAw^ygA t ^3 obJ (A«- r v° i — $.*.)} y]tXJ I/io ^ub- 15 <0^1 

O ^ O wLjLi y 


TRANSLATION 

“ Unbmited praise is due to God, the architect of Whose providence built the \ault of nine 
apartments of heaven, and the chamberlain of Whose wisdom spread the carpet of the six 
directions of the earth , and uncounted blessings be upon the holy mausoleum and the scented 
body ( of Muhammad) who is the purpose of the creation, and the ideal of men of wisdom, the 
last of the prophets, the ‘Mercy of God’ on people, the prince of apostles, the lamp of faith, the 
leader of the paths (of Truth), the intercessor of the community, and upon his descendants and 
companions — with all of whom God be pleased' After that (be it known) that this delightful 
vault was built (lit completed) during the ]ust reign of the king of exalted rank, possessing 
Kaikhusrau and Jamshid’s majesty, (who is) endeavouring to pitch the tents of peace and safety, 

5 A 
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taking inspiration from the Word of God, ‘ administers with justice and bcneiolence,’ 1 * Abu 1 
Muzzaflar ‘Al.Tu’d-Dunya wad Din Ahmad Shah, son of Ahmad Shall, a] Baihmani, flip Sultan 
son of Suit In at the instance and under the superintendence of the most sagacious of the Qazts of 
Islam, Maulfina Imam Mtihnmmad bhaiiiMi’d Duii}a wad Din, son of Maulaiia S.t'du’d Din 
an-Nu'miin! al-Ahsanabadl 3 the chief QazI at the capital, Muhnmmadabnd (Bidar), known also as 
the Great QfizI, in the Shalt it r san 817 (1110 \D) 0 Opener of gates 

The other insciiption is carved on a s m nll mosque at Olinndapur a village some ten miles 
from Bidar The inscnption is in Persian verse, consisting of eight liemistichs, each inscribed 
an a panel The st vie of writing is \«vM7b/of ordinary merit The text has been read ns follows — 

Pinto XXIV (b) 
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TRANSLATION 

“During the reign of the victorious king Aurungzeb 
Whose justice Ins embellished the world 

The special servant (lit disciple) of the king, hhiuja ‘ Uthmiln 
Whose intentions (all of them) arc absolute!} pure , 

By the grace of God built this mosque, 

If thou wouldst compare it with Mnsjid Aq«n (of Jerusalem) the simile will be proper 
As regards the chronogram of the building, the Damp incpircr said to me, 

‘In truth, it is the abode of union with God 3 ’ 


SOME UNPUBLISHED INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 

Bx G Y-azdxm 

In the last issue of tlm Journal* Dr M Nazim has published a large number of insenp 
tions from Ahmadnagar, datura Broach and Surat But since the compilation of his article, 
Dir Q M Moneer Arch.eological Superintendent Western Circle, Poona, has sent me a further 
instalment of twent} two unpublished inscriptions from these four places m order to make their 
epigrapluc snivel as complete as practicable Of these twenty-three records, thirteen belong 
to Ahmadnagar, five to Satnra, two to Surat and two to Broach As the majontj of these 

1 Qur'an, Ch XI I verse 6.2 

" Ah'anabad was the name given to Gulbarga In Bailsman! kings 

3 The last hemistich, according to the Abjart sWim gives the hijri date 10S4 which corresponds with 1673 

AD 


* E 1 31 , 1933 34, Supplement 
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epigraphs aie interesting from, both historical and artistic points of view I have undertaken to 
publish them m tlus Journal 


I-Xm — Inscriptions from ARmadnagar 

The most important of these is an Arabic inscription carved m four lines on the Mangal- 
v arpet Gate at Ahmadnagar 1 * Dr M Nazim has published a Persian inscription of this gate, 8 
and as the style of writing of the Persian inscription is identical with that of the Arabic epigraph . 
it appears that both the inscriptions v ere designed and carved by the same artist The scripts 
of both the records is JIhulth of an elegant type, but the letters have been intertwined with one 
another in such a manner that the decipherment of the inscription at certain places has become 
difficult The present epigraph records the gift of two charitable institutions, one apparently 
a caravanserai and the other a cistern or a watoi channel, both of which are alluded to in the 
Persian record 3 4 The donor is KhrUja Husain, entitled, Ni'mat Khan, son of Khvltja Jaliilu’d- 
Dln As-Samnani * The text has been deciphered as follows 5 * — 


Plate XXV (a) 

uiL* [ f/ pl [ _) ] p^l jjUaLuJ) . . ' ^ Lme I 

4b| ] JL yi*J| [ ] 

&jLLJ| 4l)| Jyy e-Ml [ 4i)j } iW-c ^1LJ| LyJj: 


w t u> 

ajU y j ty ^y-JbJl vjr L; i^«b) ) wlLL ^ au) oLx iL^lki j Lme 2 

^y) ijLjxnrJJ , LLhaJI ^ <5^-!^- ^yb 

^y <L_Ua*uJ) ^i^I (Jha- (<j) i CL*J| 4b) Jl 


L Mj ; j ^ ^ ^ ^ */“ * 

; vy Jl f*> ty* ^ 

)l i^)) y 1)^ Lfr^=*.b.u>i 11^ Lydy 1)^ L^cbj 1) 


Lme 3 
&PlblJ| SjlCjI) 

oLjJ) 


i The inscriptional tablet measures 7 ft 3 in bv 2 ft 

-HI M , 1033 34 (Supplement), pp 1012, Plate V 

5 Ibid pp 10 — 12 

4 p in fhta mentions the name of HVmat Khan in connection uith the laying out of the Farh Bakhsh Garden 

aide Persian Text (Bombay ed ), Vol IT, p 279 

* I liavo been helped b\ Klruaja 'Muhammad Mimad Sahib, in deciphering the text of this inscription 
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[ i — ] y ^y} so t*> j)j ^bjJ| Line 4 

ALI) ajuJ [ SJJLsJ ]<U^v U <S*-3 ZhM jj-oJ 80^1 j , . ^Jf [ {jtiiJl ] Ija 

t)V<) 4^" y \j*“ <J****jW>Jl Au/^xJUJl <~3j M/ j-a-su ^i-nJ|^ ^bJj^ ixOliJl y 

TRANSLATION 

‘ Verily the great sultan, the most generous monarch, the king of the longs of Arabia 
and non Arab countiies, the shadow of God on the diverse lands, the defender of the law of the 
chief of prophets (Muhammad), the namesake of the prince of the faithful (Murtaza ‘All) — may 
the peace of God he upon both of them — the favouied one of God, the seivant of the family of 
the prophet (Muhammad), the lord of the kingdom and caliphate, Murtaza Nizam Shah 1 , may 
God perpetuate lus kingdom and sovereignty and extend his bounty and munificence to the people 
of the world, the founder of these charitable institutions, attached to the tomb (of the founder), 
situated at this pleasant hilly (?) site, known as was Klivaja Husain Shah, entitled Ni'mat 
Klnin, son of the deceased, taken into the mercy of God, the Malik Mubin (?), Klivaia Jalalu’d- 
Dln As SamniinI, in the ShaMir scm 979 (1578 A D ) This beautiful place was dedicated 
with the stipulation that (the people) may avail themselves of its water for drinking puiposes, 
and they r may also av ul themselves of such other comforts as are the right of ‘ the servants of 
God ’, (but they are enjoined) not to sell these two (works), nor to bestow them upon any person, 
nor to mortgage them, nor to lease them, nor to lend them, nor to settle therein nor to 

cut in them, nor to change I entrust the guardianship of this holy place to 

and his descendants Whoevei changetli it aftei he hath heard it, the curse of God and angels 
and men overtaketh him To conclude, praise be unto God, the Cherisher of all the worlds 
Written by the humble, Muhammad Husain m the year 979 (1578 AD)” 

The second msciiption of this senes is from the Kali Masjid, a Persian inscription of which 
has been noticed by Dr Nazim in the last issue of the E I M (1933 34, Supplement) The 
present epigraph consists of three lines of Arabic verse written in the Thvlth characters 2 The 
inscription is apparently not in situ for it refers to the tomb (?) of some high official who had’ 
descended from kings The Kali Masjid, according to the Persian inscription, was built by one 
Say r yid Muntajab who seems to be an ordinary person for Ins name is not mentioned m contem- 
porary history I have deciphered the text of the Arabic inscription as follows — 

Plate XXV (b) 
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( 3 ) 


A l 1 A II* 0 

1 Tins King ruled at Akroadnagar from ISCV 80 A D 

- Hie inscriptions! tablet measures 2 ft 6 in In 1 ft 3 m 



(ci) Inscription from Mangalwarpet, Ahmadnagar 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) The most distinguished noble from the descent of illustrious kings, may the ‘ abode 
of bliss be lus testing place m the everlasting world 1 

(2) “lie always endeavoured to obey the Lord of Ci cation and always glorified Him and 
taught His good will 

(3) “The chronogram — ‘Adn Tajyib’ 1 was comjiosed by Miyun Makhdum but if it is 
incomplete, add the numerical value of the phrase — ‘ these are the woids ’ ” 

The words < — -ab and IlVA jointly give the year 973 which corresponds to 1566 

AD 


The third inscription of Alnmdnagar is carved oil a mosque, styled the Sonaihrl Masjid (the 
Golden mosque), situated at the Bara Imam Kotla 2 The inscription begins with a saying of the 
Prophet Muhammad, and thereafter gives tne name of the building with that of its founder It 
concludes with the name of the writer of the inscription and the date The style of writing is 
Thiilt2> of an indifferent type and the language Persian I have deciphered the text as follows — 

Plate XXVI (a) 

I W 

jl aL-C baev J| y, LujJ| jdJLJj y, y^J| » j Lme 1 

*ojj U-oj .uta/ ^ Jo ^ Lme 2 

u wllj 15 y y (A4)y) yjud) Avif 0 y^l a— | yS$\ Line 3 

qp ^ idCs^-IAl' 


TRANSLATION 

“ It is in the Saijnuj^ oj the Prophet, ‘ Whoever talks of wordlj affairs in a mosque loses the 
(recompense) of lus good actions of forty years’ 

The builder of the sacred, Sunaihrl Masjid is the servant of the ‘ faithful ’ from his heart 
and soul lie is the humble slave of the court of God Almighty, and his name is Sayyid Asad 
Amir la far W rittcn by the humble, Ibrahim Nasr dated 937 H (1531 AD)” 

The fourth inscription of the series is carved on a tablet which, accorcbng to the report of 
Air Q M Moneer, is 1) ing loose at the Kotla of B'ira Imam at Ahmadnagar The tablet is arch- 
shaped and me lsures 2 ft G in from side to side and 1 ft 3 in in height The inscription con- 
tains four lines of Persian verse and one of prose m the same language The style of writing is 
Thulth, but as the mscnptional tablet has been 1} ing in a neglected condition for a considerable 
time the litters have dtcajcd in several places Mj reading of the text is given below — 

Plate XXVI (b) 

%u ^ 

JlIsJljO jJL ^0 Jlba. Or-' J1 j 

i_j|y| /C jj s— ’Ip** aaAj 

1 -it u 0j: means- ‘ refreshing garden ’ 

2 Tile inscnptionnl tablet measures S ft 0 in bj 2 ft bin 
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A*- JU j . . (*{) 

o7v 43 ty'Lu o.s^v/o ^y 

• » • • • } • • . . 

TRANSLATION 

(1) “Snjyid Jalul is a descendant of the Prophet (hence) m both the -worlds 

he is honoured 

(2) “ the thirst) aic replenished like the ocean bj water as on his face God 

has written the solution of the difficulties of people 

(3) “ Protect lum for innumerable years 1 

(4) “He has built a mosque for the behc\ or-', and on one side of it (the mosque) he has 
set apart a place for himself 

(5) “ And from Ins age ” 

Inscriptions 5 to 0 of the scries arc carted on §hnh Saw fir Glia 71 ’ s tomb at Ahmadnagar 
Tliet are arranged in the form of decoratitc bands on the sarcophagus of the tomb, and show 
exquisite workmanship The texts of the inscriptions consist of religious quotations and Persian 
lersesby famous poets including .TiimT The inscriptions are 111 the Thullh as well as in the 
J\a^tn'Viq characters, exhibiting excellent penmanship I hare deciphered the texts ns follows 


Inscription in Band A 
Plate XXVI 
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1 In the inscription lias been spelt One ) is superfluous 



Inscription on Shah Saivar Ghazi’s tomb, Ahmadnagar 

(«) 


Plate XXVII 



bcale 14- 




Inscription on Shah Sawar Ghazi’s tomb, Ahmadnagar 

(b) 
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TRANSLATION 

“ Two couplets, which a minstrel was singing, in accompamment to the notes of the rebec, 
roasted my heart on a (certain) day ’ 


Couplets 

(1) ‘ Alas without us for a long time, 

‘ The rose will blossom and the spring will bloom 

(2) ‘ Those who are in secrecy with us 

“ They null come and yisit our remains ” l 


(1) “ "What a pit} (at the loss of) that stately cypress how woeful (to nnss) the sweet com- 
pany of that most lovel} flower 

(2) “Are the\ tulips growing (?) on his tomb or the flames of fiery 3ighs (of those) who 
have been bereaved 

(3) “ The birds of impatient hearts do not find solace e% en for a single moment when they 
are away from his compam 

(4) “ To describe the pangs of separation is a task for the achiet e- 

ment of which the wat is closed ” 

Inscription in Band B 
Plate XXVIII 
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TRANSLATION 




‘ Jn truth (‘All) is the executor of Mustafa s (Muhammad s) will he is the prince of men 
and gemi ‘All’s love is a shield , he is the distributor m Paradise ” 

1 These couplets are also inscribed on the tomb of ‘Ah Band at Bidar See Annual Report, A S 1 , 1914- 
15, pp 147 48 
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\ftci (lie nbo\e text is (lie Xfttli \li anil four Persian couplet i 

( 1 ) “ \\ oe be to the < melt it of (lie unprincipled* sky, woe to tin burning pain of the 
wounded bosom, 

( 2 ) “ Woe bo to the s ( ir (inflicted) by tin -old burning separation \ oe to the pain of the 
blood shedding eyes 

( 5 ) lie (rjlifili Slwar (Ibl/t), depirt'd from the buttle field of the world nil of n sudden 
he was nil export rider who hunted tigers 

(I) “Death knocked down tin c\ ]»r< ss of his stated} ttiture his ros< like face when laid m 
eaith lost its beaut \ (lit became tlioriu ’) ” 

Inscriptions In Bands C and D 
Plato XXIX 

The Throne \< rse (Qur up, I’ll II, xersi 2V>) and the Minte duriid 1 

Inscription in Bond E 
^tll j.f’-xJ) ill IfijJj 

J*. j\ L* ji lS ^1 

TRANSLATION 

The nuthoritx is for God the et* rmty p for (!od 

“Oik whopissisiis tr iilmg his si irt o(Ti r a prim r with a mu ere heart ” 

The tenth inscription of \hm idling ir i- ■ m < d on Sludiruj Va Darwh / 1 and it helot ps to 
■the reign of \uiang/eh The iin nption r*eorels the building of n well b\ one ‘Abdu’r Halun'in 
(?) The st\l< of writing Xu'-luhq amt the 1 iiigutigc Persian 3 I hint deciphered the text 
as follows — 

Plato XXX (a) 

[ m gDj Vj [ J| 11 ] 

[ J ]jlr jo 

^-jtr (Uob 

/’I 

I i-lANSLATION 

1 Tlicre is no goel but God, nnel Malmmmael is the prophet of God 

“During the reign of the just king Dtrnngreh ‘Alninglr, the victorious king, the builder of 
this well was ‘Abdu’r Rahman (?) ” 

i jtiij S , liternllj means ‘ going nw rr ’ 

3 l ? or die text of tlio Shntc durud see. E I 31 , 1015 10, pp 20 27 

3 The inscnptior>nl tablet measures 2 ft In 1 ft 0 w 



Plate XX] 

Inscriptions on the tomb of Shah Sawar Ghazi, Ahmadnagar 

( c ) (d) 



Scale 166 




{a) On the arch of a well Shahrai-ka-Danvaza, Ahniadnagar 


Plate XXX 



Scale 


(6) On the Khanvanch Gate, Ahmadnagai 



Scale 142 

(c) Inscription from the Ravwa Bagh, Ahmadnagar 



Scale 25 


t 
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The eleventh inscription of the series is caned on the Khanvandl Gate at Ahmadnagar, and 
consists of three lines of Persian prose written in a a eiy cmde style, the characters are Na^lJn 
The inscriptional tablet measures 3 ft 9 in by 1 ft 3 m I have deciphered the text is follows — 

Plate XXX (b) 

ui u> » u, 

(sic) . au} I Adi p*”-* Line 1 

u- i j.) • — sbsr Line 2 

u Lo^j (sic) <— sUr u! (sic) Jh L Line 3 


TRANSLATION 

“ In the name of God the Merciful and Compassionate 
In the name of Allah, Muhammad and ‘All Murtaza 
Whoever comes (to this world) builds a new structure 
This house was built by the humblest, Rua Saif! 

“ Mav the king during whose reign this building has been constructed, remain happa in. 
the month of Ramazan ” 

The twelfth inscription of the senes is from the Rauza Bagb, wherein the tomb of the first 
Nizam ghahl king, Ahmad I (1490 1508) is built 1 The inscription consists of three lines , the 
first line contains a religious text and the second and third record the construction of some sacred 
shrine m the yeai 947 The style of writing being most ciude, the decipherment of the inscnp 
tion with certainty is difficult 2 The language of the last two lines of the msciiption is Persian 
I liaac deciphered °ome portions of the text as follows — 


s~- 


Jl 


jili y 




J rv 




1 w 


Plate XXX (c) 

• j ac I pX^j}\ Alt) ^**.1 

jk 2JJ| < ^ u " L> 




,0* I Dl 




Ur 


Lme 1 
Line 2 
Lme 3 


TRANSLATION 


“0 God, pardon the sins 
Prophet, the intercessor 


built the mosque ( ? ) 
947 n correspond to 1540 A D 


dated, 947 a ears after the 


The thirteenth inscription of Ahmadnagar is carved on a bastion of the Fort It is a typical 
example of the Tughra style of writing, the text being arranged m the form of a tigei The effigies 

1 For further particulars regarding the Hau/a Bfigh eeo HIM, 1933 34 (Supplement), p S 
1 The inscriptional tablet measures 2 ft by 9 in 
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of the tiger, as an emblem of security against disaster, nre froth carted on the Deccan forts 
winch wore extensnely rebuilt in the fifteenth ami sixteenth centuries In the Muslim lungs of the 
Shiite faith The title 4JJ) Ou»| ‘ the tiger of God borne hi 'All, the son m hn\ of the Pro 
pliet Muhammad, exidcnth has stirred up tin imagination for caning surli figures The present 
calligraphic device also has been caned on the bastion for its protection again- 1 disaster through 
the spiritual grace of All The writing nho e the figure of tlic tiger contains a religious text 
and a quotation from the Qur Cm (Chap 12, terse 04) Tin text arranged m the form of the 
tiger is the Xwh ' Ml, an in\ ohntion for help to ‘ Vh (Plate XXXIu) 

XIV -VIII — Inscriptions from tho Saturn District 

Tuo inscriptions of this group nre from the Tumi Mnspd at Knrnd m thoSatara District, 1 
several inscriptions of which hate been studied In Dr M Karim m the last issue of LI M 
One of these two inscriptions is cart ed on an arch of flit mosque and consists of two Persian x cr-« 
The style of writing is TkuVh of an indifferent ttpc I hate deciphered the te't as follow- — 

Pinto XXXI (b) 

/5) 

jawj \ j sU-^ ^U) . ^y*\ lOy o iSL' Jo ^.1 




•s^ ? j> oi J) j) tijS L'ti- 0»3V- 




TRANSLATION 
Mlali * 


(1) ‘ 0 my heart, the happt tidings of peue and -afett hete come ill of n -udd< n, for the 
time of the appearance of His Holiness the Lord of the Cmttrse (Mu)mmmad) has armed ’ 

(2) “ To prostrate at the Iva'ln has become compul-ort for this reason tlief All the c on 
of Abu TTlib (mat peace he upon him) ttas horn there 


The other inscription from the L'miT Mispd at Karad i« carted on a pillar It contains a 
Qur’atiic text (Chap LXXII, terse IS) and the name of the ttntcr of the inscription which i r 

ixX (Plate XXXlIn ) 


The third inscription from Karad carted on the tomb of a lady whose name — V _^J ^ ^y 3 

is giten in the inscription The stile of tinting is Xa*(a Uq and I hate deciphered the text as 
follows — 

Plate XXXII (b) 


t./ i_rV 

A 4 // 


tt > * ^ 


1 Tor a description of this bmitline -ee E 1 M , 193? 34 (Supplement), p 31 



S rt%fK+^ 


rLAlb -"V 


(a) On a bastion m the fort at Ahmadnagar 



Sc ik i Ob 

(b) On an arch, Jami‘ Masjid, Karad, Sataia 



'1 








Plate XXXIII 


{a) On a mosque in Kadigaon, Satara District 



(b) On a tomb near Bhagal Bana Gate, Surat 



Scale 2 


(c) On another tomb m the same locality 



Scale 2 
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TRANSLATION 

Nur Blbi died at Karhar (Karad) m tbe month of Safar 98 H ” 

The fouith inscription from Karad is carved on a tomb in the compound of the ‘Idgah there 
Tuo other inscriptions of this st}le from the same locality have been studied by Dr M Nazim 
in the last issue of the E I M (1933 34, Supplement, pp 53 54) The present inscription con- 
tains a praj er, mentioning the names of the Prophet and the txvelx e Imams, for the blessing of 
the soul of the deceased, and a Persian verse 

Plate XXXII (c) 

Jijlf. ) o) y k 

jl y 

* i -vo 


TRANSLATION 

Friends and relatives Mill come to visit my remains 

And enquire of my remains the trace of my existence 1 1075 H ” (1664 A D ) 

This inscription also contains some beautiful Tughra devices in which the name of ‘All has 
been repeated four times : 

The fifth inscription of Satara is from a mosque at Kadigaon It contains the names of 
Allah, Muhammad, ‘All and Sax x id ‘Abdu’l Qudir (Plate XXXIIIa), the last being the great 
saint of this name of Baghdad 

XIX-XX — Inscriptions from Surat 

Both of these inscriptions are on tombs m the x icuntv of the Bhagal Barya (or Bhagal 
Bnya) Gate at Surat They contain Arabic verses, mentioning the names of the deceased 
and the x ears of tlieir demise The stx le of x\ ritmg of both the inscriptions is 7Jh tilth of a pleasant 
character I have deciphered the texts as folloxvs — 

Plate XXXIII (b) 


kuJ| ; p 

l£$J) t 

ids- 

£r° 


(1) 



<y 


Uiy 

(2) 

j tXsOjjjs 

L r' iL ' aJ 

v -bJj) 


(3) 

)0(3-£ \_ c 3 


illy* 

dP 

(4) 

M 

I 1 VI 
r lLJ)jlo 


dJD) 

w 

Si>JU. 

(5) 


1 This well known x erse bx ‘Attar is also carved on ‘Ah Band’s tomb at Bidar Seo Annual Report, A & I , 
1014 15, p 147 

- The in°criptional slab measures 4 ft 6 in bx 1 ft 6 in 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) “This grave is the resting place of one of noble attributes and benevolence, 

(2) “ I mean, our Nawab, Safdar Kbhn, tbe virtuous 

(3) “ (He has been placed) in Paiadise which bas been fitted for the permanent abode of the 
pious 

- ( 4 ) « Tbe date of his rising to hen cn m tbe form of n chronogram 

(5) “ Ma> God beep hnnm the abode of bliss till eteimti 1171 11 ” (l r >78 AD) 1 

Plate XXXIII (c) 


AVa-j ..lb 

p} 6 -cL, V— J--y 

( 1 ) 

Ij&j b| Ul y bit* 

(Js-’a -0 jJyrS ^ 

( 2 ) 

aaxi-J 

tv . 

lasjJ.* c_y £ u'b-J ) 

( 3 ) 

l r r v 




TRANSLATION 

(1) “The helmed lad) departed fiomtlm wot Id in the last limtr^ of Pridin the lJtl« of 
Rabi‘ II (1227 H ) 

(2) “ And the length of ms (the ladj’s) life is like that of Muhammad al HiisUimf this 
tiding is welcome to me, and lo, mj name is Zuhra 

(3) “ And the tongue of Divine Meics uttered a chronogram about tbe dull of m\ deme-f 

‘ I am directed to settle in the palace of bliss m Paradise ’* 1227 II ” (1812 A 1) ) 

XXI-II — Two inscriptions from Broach 

One of these inscriptions is caned on the tomb of I Hindu 1 Mulh who pi i>rd an important 
role m the historj of Gujarat duriug the short reigns of the three imbecile successors of Ralndur 
Shah 1 The inscription also mentions the name of his ambitious son Olmigir Jflian w ho in the 
beginning of the reign of JEuraffar Sbfili 1H, held the governorship of the prmnue of kmrat and 
the districts of Nandot and Champanor, but later assumed such powers as to t ike pos-c-ssion of 

tbe capital He was ultimateh murdered in a game of polo b\ two ro_\»l officers, ilij.'iz Kfi'm 

and Uiu'di Khan 4 

The inscription is a fine specimen of the Tug/tra stile of writing and is arranged in Inc 
panels 0 The tevt m the rop of tw o panels consists of a quotation from the Qin an (Ch 3 
verses 163-64) The inscription m the remaining three panels has been deciphered In mi as 
follows — 

Plato XXXIV (b) 

^ u* *■ ^ h Jk Panels 1-2 

^cjl) i — »Jjl 8^* jttcb y WeyJ) yc] Pane] 3 

kAx-*) kk ^ (<j) Au J 

1 The tablet on vkich tins inscription is carved measures 2 ft 1 in In 1 ft 

3 The tablet on vlnch this inscription is caned measures 2 ft by 0 in 

’ -Bnggs, VoT IV, pp 142 53 

4 Ibid , pp 156 163 

1 The total dimensions of tbe inscriptions are, length 4 ft 6 in and breadth 4 ft 3 m 



(a) Inscription from Rakhad, Gujarat 



Scale 25 

(b) On the tomb of ‘Imadu’l-Mulk, Broach 



Scale 11 


tifri S 




Plate XXXV 


(a) On Mir Ghiyathu’d-Dm’s tomb. Broach 
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yS L. UjjUa ( q ^ .Lr3)| u LsJ| Panel 4 

U) 

soJlj o-yJ djJ|d.£ ( q ^Uoj ) >Lu <nJb) ^U| 41>)^ 

d-*-^ y ejjS 4JJI i_)Us oUc ^^.J) . jjj] Panel 5 

tu u> 

LIE^ fv.v.1 Q SjLaJt^Jj (_P°'“' _) £■*-" <5-^ — s|jLo i-l3xJ| 


TRANSLATION 

Panels 1-2 “ Qur'an, Chap 3, verses 163 64 

Panels 3 5“ The great Khan, the benevolent and generous, His Auspicious Highness Chingiz 
Khan — may God build the foundation of Ins government and strengthen the base of his adminis- 
tration — ordered the building of this sacred shrine and commanded the construction of this lofty 
tomb — winch has risen to a noble height, and which has opened to visitors the closed doors (of 
the fulfilment of their desires) — over the grave of his father who has been taken into the 
mercy of God, the great, the noble Tmadul-Mulk, tire mail} i, maj God sanctify his ashes and 
make Paradise lus resting place 1 In the } ear 967 H (1560 AD ) Written by the servant, 
Muhammad, the calhgraphist ” 

The second inscription of Broach is also a pleasing specimen of the Thultji style of writing 
and it records the construction of a mosque by one ‘AbduT-Latlf Dr M Nazim has pubhshed 
another inscription of ‘AbduT-Latlf, which according to the Ah] ad system gives the date 970 H 
and records the construction of a mosque 1 As both of these epigraphs are, at present, in the 
tomb of Mir Glnyathu’d-D!n it appears that the mosque on which the tablets of these two inscrip- 
tions were originall) fixed was either attached to Mfr Ghi} ithu’d-Dln’s tomb or stood in its vici- 
mt} The tablet of the present inscription measures 3 ft 9 in by 2 ft I have deciphered the 
text as follows — 


Plate XXXV (a) 

^Jl MJ) jasJ L»j| j 4JJ) JU 1 _ s ' 9 ’ j M)| 

| C r^| r )[ AwJ| Alt -oy* bejj ^ ALI) i-.^j v — fjU-oJ) ^.-nuxJ) f 


Lines 1-2 
UjI Line 3 


i KANSLATION 

Lines 1-2 “ The bismilla and a quotation from the Quran (Chap IX, verse 18) 

Line 3 “ This auspicious mosque was built purely for God and with the view of obtaining 
His good will, by the humble (servant), solicitous for the mercy of God, the One, ‘Abdu’l Latlf 
bhaikh Muhammad ” 

1 E I M , 1933 34, Supplement, p 31 r Pf XVIIIa 
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THE BILINGUAL INSCRIPTION OF QUTBU’D-DlN JO.IALJJ FROM THE RASUL 

KHANJI MUSEUM, JUNAGAltll 

Ba G Ya/dvot 

The inked rubbings of tins inscription Mere sent to me for the decipherment of the te\t by 
the Government Epigraplnst some time ago As it is n bilingual record I have deciphered only 
the Persian portion of it while the Sanskrit version has been deciphered and translated by Dr B 
Ch Chhabra, Assistant Epigiaplust to the Government of India The in«cnptional tablet is 
preserved in the Rasul Khanp Museum at funngnrh, and it measures 1 ft > m b> 1 ft approxi 
mutely 

The Persian te\t is m the Thulth st\3c of writing and consists of three lines The inscrip- 
tion records the construction of a minor (tower) In Malik Sajyid Muhammad Mubarak Azz of 
Sultanpur The Sanskrit a crsion mentions the town In the name Dcopaftnn which was evidently 
the original name, Sultanpur being gi\ cn after the Muslim conquest Mv reading of the Persian 
text is given below' — 

Plato XXXV (b) 

“ i <* w 

jz i c£JL° Gj AU| (I) 

Jj51| «U> itA , !•» jj.ry (2) 

0 [ o ]y Jb uUj| Ico^ lj . eS y 1 . (3) 

TRANSLATION 

(1) “ In the name of God, the Merciful and Compassionate 

(2) “ This minai (tower) was built bt Malik Sayvid Muhammad Mubarak A?/ of Sultanpur, 
dunng the reign of Sultan Qutbu’d-Dm son of Muhammad Rhfdi, the Sultan, on the 11th of Rnbi * I 

(3) “ Whoever offers a pravers for (the soundness of) the faith of builder ” 

Notes on the Sanskrit T' crsion 
Bi Du B Cn CiniARitA 

Just below the Persian inscription appears another inscription m Niigari, consisting of four 
lines and a quarter, m much smaller characters Its purport is olmouslj the same as of the 
Persian epigraph, but it is too weather-worn to admit of a fair reading From some pencil rub 
bmgs of it, I have been able to decipher portions of the first two lines which contain the date and 
the name of the rubng Sulatana, followed In a succession of personal names each with the title 
of Mahla, as may be seen from the text and translation given below From the rest of the record 
only some stray letters can be read, which do not vield a coheient sense In 1 3 probably a holy 
place ( lirtha ) is referred to, while the following line apparent!) mentions a mason (siitradhara). 
The date seems to have been repeated at the end of the inscription 

The language of the record, so far as it can be judged from the deciphered portion, is incorrect 
Sanskrit The Nagarl script represented here is m agreement with the date and locaht) of the 
record 

The date, if it has been correctly deciphered, corresponds to Sunda) 7th August, A D 1457 
(Hijra 861) 

1 The date is not clear m tlie inscription MubiraL Khalji reigned from 71G to 720 H 



(a) On a mosque near a temple in the fort at Julor 


Plate XXXVI 



Scale 




INSCRIPTION OF MUBARAK SHAH KHALJI FROM JALOR 


49 


TEXT 1 

1 Samvat 1514 barshe Sravana badi [2 rtha 2 Ravau] Sulatana sri Kutabadina-vip raje Sri 
Devapatana- 

2 tab Sulatana-[pahi 3 ]Malika srih-Mubara[La su]ta Mabka-srl Mabammada-suta-Malika 
In [Makada ] 

3 ]i ipati vajepa a na ha punya ti a I 

sha na l birasila 

4 I la, sutra[dha]ra suya i 

tta su la ti samvat 

5 [15]14 ba[r]sha 


TRANSLATION 

In the (YxLiama) )ear 1514, on Sunday, the 2nd day of the dark fortnight of (the month of) 
Sravana, during the -victorious reign of the illustrious Sulatana, Kutabadlna, from the glorious 
(city of) Devapatana the illustrious Malika[Makada ], son of the illustrious Mahka Mahammada, 
son of the illustrious Malika Mubaraka, Sulatana pious [holy place] 

the mason the year [15] 14 


INSCRIPTION OF MUBARAK SHAH KHALJl FROM JALOR, JODHPUR STATE 

By 0 Yazdani 

Sometime ago Prof Commissariat of the Bahau’d-Din College, Junagadh, asked the Govern- 
ment Epigraphist for the decipherment of certain inscriptions of Jalor, m which the present 
inscription was also included As the inscription is in Persian, Dr N P Chakravarti, the 
Government Epigraphist has referred the matter to me The inscription consists of two pieces, 
which apparently belong to two different records , but the style of writing is identical, being 
Taghra of an intricate type It is therefore not unlikely that the two pieces may belong to the 
same inscription and the lack of connection between them may be due to some portions of the 
inscription being missing now As the inked rubbing of this inscription is not very satisfactory 
I have been able to decipher only a few words of the texf 




ur 


Lu 


Plate XXXVI (a) 


| 


i Cl® . 


' * r 


,ta/» 




jac j 4JJ} |»)o) 


al<j] 




0 (U J ytl C ( ,Uj dJUw 


L/‘ 

J 


J Cfjb 


TRANSLATION 

“ In the name of the Prophet, the ilhterate and his progeny, all of them The build- 
ing of this shnne Malik Taju’d Daulat wad Din Mahmud. may God preserve his kmg- 
1 From tho pencil rubbings 

3 The portion within the square brackets is not very clear The syllable rtha suggests that we should read 
4 rtha which is not impossible In that case, however, the date would be irregular 
1 The reading of these two syllables is not certain 
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dom till cterrnt} and strengthen ' of this sacred pint e ib the humble servant, Nusrat 

Bek, son of Mahmud Muhammad Husain of flic court of Sultan bjmmsu’d Din Iltut- 
mlsh On the 5th Mulmrram 718 II (Thursday , 9th March, 1318 A D ) ” 

According to the report of Prof Cominissnrnit the tablet of this inscription i-, fixed on the 
m ill of a mosque, near a temple at the Jalor I'ort But \inba Das Rao, the Mechanic of my 
office, who was sent to J dor to prepare another rubbing of tins inscription could not trace it 

There were several mahhs beinng the title Tnju’il Din during the reign of Mubarak ghkh 
Khalji, but the mahl of this title mentioned in the inscription is apparent!} the one vho held 
the Deput} -governorship of the Gujarat province 1 


AN OLD URDU INSCRIPTION OF VI HI VD BnvH II OF GLIVRlT 

B\ G Yazimm 

Two years ago, Maulnna Abdul Ilaq Sahib, D Lift , lie vd of the Urdu Department, Osmann 
University, kindly gav e rao the inked rubbing of an inscription v Inch he had discov cred at Raikhad 1 
m the suburbs of Gujarat The Maulnna Sahib was interested m the inscription, as it contains two 
couplets in the Hindustani language of the sixteenth centur} He has recentl} read n paper on the 
inscription beforo the Hindustani Acndem} of Allahabad and published it m the Urdu of Apnl, 
1938 

The inscription, apart from its linguistic interest, is of extreme importance on nccount of its 
artistic and historic significance, for it is written in Th ulth stile of a v erv beautiful ti pc and 

contains the genealogy of Gujarat kings The getiealog; commence-' with Vhmad Shah II (1553- 

\ 

61), whose titles tA*>lsv*J)^j) ^oJj 5 ixjjJj djtxc ‘AUb — -ire the <• ime ns given 

on his coins 3 In the inscription lie is recorded as the toti-an (g£ (j- 3 )) of Mnhmud Shah III, son 
of Latif Shah, son of Muzaffar II (1511-25 VD) Now according to the gcnealogv, given m the 
Cambridge History of India, Uimad Shall II, who ruled from 1553 GI V D , was the fifth in descent 
from Ahmad Shall I (1411-42 AD), while Mahmud Sh'ih III was the sixth in de=cent from 
Ahmad I , and consequentlv , according to Cambridge History Mahmud UiUi III wn« the nephew 
of Ahmad Shah II But as m the Cambridge History the source from which the material for the 
genealogical table has been taken is not given, the table mav not be considered as reliable 
Nelson Wright in his Catalogue of Coins in the Indian Museum 4 has aLo given a genealogical tree 
of the longs of Gujarat , but that is still more inaccurate, for in it Vhmad Slilh of the inscription 
has been shown the son of Mahmud III 

As the inscription was carv ed during the reign of Ahmad bliah II (9GI G7 H ), the information 
regarding his relationslup to Mahmud Shall III, that is, he was the cousin (^c ^1) of the latter, 
m the absence of any other contemporarv record on the point seems to be correct •* The 
genealogy from Muzaffar II upwards to Mu 7 afiar I ns given in the inscription is tho same as 
shown in the genealogical table of the Cambridge History c 

1 Tanhh i Firoz S/iahT bv Z Barnl, Persian text (Bibl Ind ), pp 379 80 

- As at that time the correct name of the place where the inscription was discovered was not ascertained, the 
find place has been spelt Rakliad in the illustrative Plate XXXIA a 

3 Wrights’ Catalogue of Coins m the Indian Museum, Vol II, p 23S 
' * Ibid , Vol II, p 225 

5 Tho words ^ ^ are engraved on the coins of’ Ahmad Slilli, hut the nnmismntists tip to now have left* 
out the word * and read onlj ^ , thus considcruig Ahmad the son of Mahmud and not his cousid Soo 

Catalogue of Gujarat coins in the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay , p X, Plate VIII (com 718) 

6 Eiston/ of India, III, 711 » * 
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The inscription is can ed on a small mosque situated in the compound of Shah ‘All Muhammad 
Jio Gam Dhanl’s shrine He is a saint of considerable repute, said to have died in 973 H 
(15G6 A D ) The saint was also a poet, and an anthology of his poems compiled hy one of his 
disciples, is still extant m manuscript under the name AU| 1 

Along with this inscription there are tv o more m the same mosque, one of which contains 
a quotation from the Qia'an (Cli LXXII, verse 18), and the other the Islamic creed and the date 
961 H which agrees with the date of the accession of Ahmad Shah II given by the a anous histori- 
ans The text of the principal inscription has been deciphered ns follows 2 — 


Plate XXXIV(a) 

sli y) j LuaJ) 4Ub Line 1 

Oj y>\r*so iLw i sjliJ sLoj ^j| Line 2 

w 

dXL® cvJ J] stwj-p^/o jL xi sLju Line 3 

p jjL) yTjL. tojj fw Line 4 

JlU- ejl* 

jjt''"' j"! ^Jjb Line 5 

a qq r 




bla 




I— OcEW*Xf« 


TRANSLATION 

“ Relying on God, the Merciful, the refuge of the world and faith, Abu’l-Mahamid Ahmad 
Shfili, cousin of Mahmud Shah, son of Latlf Shah, brother of Bahadur Shah, son of MuzafEar Shall 
son of Mahmud Shah, son of Muhammad Shall, son of Ahmad Shah, son of Muhammad Shah, son 
of Muzaftar Shall, the Sultan, may God presen e his kingdom <” 

Verse 

“ Considering the transitorincss of the world the Shabji has fastened his pinions 
“ The founder of this mosque is Malik Talal 
“ The chronogram of this mosque is known thus 
“ ‘ The divine light has shone forth m the assembly mosque ’ ” 

963 H (1556 AD) 

3 For further information seo the artiolo m Urdu (April, 1938) by Maulana Abdul Hoq Sahib 
2 The inscnptional tablet measures 1 ft bv 10 in 

7 A 
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SOME MOSLEM INSCRIPTIONS EROM GWALIOR STATE 
By Ram Singh Saksfna 

The inscriptions gi\en below belong to some very ancient sites of historical importance in 
the Gwalior State They were originally noticed by the Gwalior Archfeological Department and 
are being edited bv courtesy of the said Department 

1 —Inscription from Fawaya 

Paw aj a (25° 46' N, T8° IT 7 E) lies about thirty nine miles south of Gwalior by road, or about 
thirteen miles from Station Dabra on the G I P Ry This village is situated in the fork of the 
rivers Sindh and Parvati, on the visible rums of an older city which has been identified with 
Padmaiati 1 — the beautiful capital city of one of the Naga kings who ruled this part of the country 
m the 3rd and 4th centuries A D Padmavati forms the principal scene of action of the famous 
Sanskrit drama the Haiti Madhava- which contains a vivid and graphic description of the 
city Almost all the geographical and other statements about the citj mentioned m the play are 
true to this day and constitute living evidence of the antiquitv of the city and the relics 
with which the site abounds 

The old royal road from Delhi to the Deccan, touching Gwalior and Narw ar, passed % en- 
close to this place and for this reason Pawaya did not escape the notice of the Muslims too 
Consequently, Pawaya, among its rums, includes the vestiges of a fort and a few tombs as 
well, which trace the Muslim connection with the place The fort is picturesquely situated 
]ust at the confluence of the two rivers encircling the village and commands good scenery 
besides sen mg as a means of natural defence Though the fort is said to date from a line of the 
Parmara 1 kings of the 10th century A D , the present \ estiges of the fort do not go back 
earlier than the fifteenth century A D , and this inscription refers to the construction of the fort 
as shown below 

The inscription lay buried beside a cart tract at the northern end of the village with one 
of its corners exposed On digging out, what at first appeared to be an ordinary piece of stone 
blocking the track, turned out to be an mscnptional slab The inscribed portion measures 
194" X 14*" w ith a chamferred margin V" wide, and consists of ten lines of which mne are in 
verse 1 The language used is Persian and the style of writing is A aslh The epigraph is the 
poetic chronicle of the Fort of Iskandarabad, founded m A H 911 (A D 1505) by order 
of the minister Safdar Khan 5 * 7 during the reign of King Iskandar 4 Although the name of the 
place given m the inscription is Iskandarabad (Sikandarabad), j et the fact of its bemg found 
at Pawaya and the absence of any other Muslim centre bearing the name Sikandarabad 
m£the vicinity establishes beyond doubt that Iskandarabad of the inscription is none other 
than Pawaya Also the fort mentioned m the inscription is presumably the ruined fort 
of this very village It is very well known in history that the Kmg Sikandar Lodi of 
Delhi was personally m camp for the conquest of the fort of Narwar 7 about the year 
giveiqin the inscription, and it is probable that he may have v lsited this place on one of his 

1 / rh Survey of India Reports, 1915-16, pp 101-109 

2 A famous work of tlie renowned Sanskrit poet BbavabbutI 

2 Vide the Viashla Marat (Hindi, Monthly Calcutta), Vol I, pp 99 102 January 1929 (=v s 1985} 

4 The metre of verse is Mutaqanb Mufhamvian 

yet traced in the records at disposal 

« Refers to Sikandar Shah Lodi of Delhi (14SS 1518 A D) 

7 B M H , IV, 466 , B F I, 581 



Plate XXXVII 





SOME MOSLEM INSCRIPTIONS FROM GWALIOR STATE 


53 


matches, as it- is situated near the royal road, and having heen charmed by this imposing 
scenery and site may have expressed the desire to build a fort at this place, and Safdar Khan, 
who presumably accompanied the king or was his Yiceroj in this part of the country, got 
his master’s wishes materialised and named the place and the fort Iskandarabad after the 
King Sikandar Shah Lodi The new appellation, however, appears to have failed to be 
^popular as is apparent from the fact that the place continues to be designated Pawaya to 
this day 

My reading of the text is as given below — 
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TRANSLATION 

<(1) “ In the name of God, the Kind and the Merciful 
Versified Chronicle of the Fort of Iskandarabad ” 

(2) “ When the gallant Khan ordered ( ? ) 

The construction of the Fort with great despatch ( ? ) ” 

(3) “ In compliance with the wishes of the Khan of noble descent, 

[The foundation] brick was laid on Saturday ” 

(4) “ Nine hundred, enhanced by six and five (eleven) was the year (911 H ) 

In the month of Rapb of glory ” 

(5) “During the reign of Iskandar tne successful (Sikandar Shah Lod) 
Who is the renowned (ruler) of these times ” 

(6) “Under instructions of Safdar Khan, the vazir 
This heart-captivating fort was designed ” 

(7) “ And when (the fort was) completed in all details 
It was named Iskandarabad ” 

(8) “ 0 God 1 maj the founder of the Fort 

Who caused this tract to prosper ” x 
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(9) “ Ever remain over the head of the universe 

And may God fulfil his desires in tlus and the next world ” 
(10) “ Wheresover he may set his steps 

Thy clemency grant him victor} at every moment ” 


- 2 1 — Inscriptions from Dhum 

Dhum (25° 46' N, 78° 18' E), being m the close viumty of Pawaya, is generalh Jcnown 
m the locality as Dhum-Pawaya , and lies about two miles west of Pawn} a The village of 
Dhum also called Dhamesvai, is merel} an hamlet famous in this part of country for a roaring 
water-fall 1 and a temple dedicated to Siva 

There are two inscriptions m this temple The inscribed portion in both the inscriptions 
measures 16"xll" Each inscription consists of six irregularly written lines in crude Nasta'liq 
characters The language is Persian 

The inscriptions record neither any date, noi name of any ruler or place and their cpigra- 
phical significance can hardly be said to be great but their subject matter though not fully 
intelligible is interesting, as it presents a unique example of veneration and toleration of a 
Hindu place of worship by the Muhammadans That the inscriptions are contemporaneous 
and belong to this temple is clear from their being properly set up m the temple and from 
their contaimng a reference to the temple s 

Both the inscriptions contain a sort of Imperial mandate 3 enjoining the Muhammadans 
to guard against contumelious behaviour towards the temple, it being the place of pilgrimage of 
the Hindus [ ? ] 

These records, thus, lend support to the tradition ascribing the building of the temple to 
Raja Birsimha Deo of Orcliha It is evident from history that this Raja has found special favor 
witn the Mughal Emperor Jahangir, having cleared the Emperor’s w ay by killing AbuT-Fazl 4 
And it is no wonder if the Raja may have obtained this Roval Decree for the protection of the 
shrme. 

The text of the inscriptions which has been partially' deciphered by me is given below — 
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1 Tins water fall is also mentioned in the MaT.li Madhava 
= Inscription No I, lines 4 and 5 

s I H Q Calcutta, 1931, Vol VII, pp 55 66 Cf Bhilsa inscription prohibiting Bcgar. 

* Modern Revieiv, March 1929 The place where Abu’l Pori fell lies about 15 miles to the south of Dhum, 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) “ In the name of God, the Kind, the Merciful it is ordained 

(2) “ From the Lord of Universe (and) Pride of Creation 

(3) “ 

(4) “ Since this temple is a place 

(5) “ Of pilgrimage and adoration (for) the Hindus, (it is an) oath to Muhammadans 

(6) “ And Hindus that ” 
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translation 

(1) “ In the name of God, the Kind, the Merciful His Holiness 

(2) “ Prophet of God, tne revered (He) has ordered ‘ tnat this house 

(3) “ Is of Muhammad the prophet of God ’ (and it) 

(4) “ Is ordained hereby that wherever (in the temple ? ) is carving, etc 

(5) “ The signs (cf carving) should not he effaced 

( 6 ) “ 


3 — Inscription from Gwalior 

Although Gwalior is generallv known as the capital of the premier native state of that name 
m Central India, yet m fact the official and residential seat of Maharaja Seindu is at Lashkar, a 
modern city about two miles south of the ancient city of Gwalior Similarly the area housing 
the British Residency and the State Militia forms another town bv itself called Morar, and lies 
about two miles east of Gwalior or about four miles to the north-east of Lashkar These three 
towns are, however, popularly represented under the common name, Gwalior 

1 According to present writing it means * House of Muhammad the Prophet of God ’ But it eeoms that somo 

mistake has been mado in transferring the composition to stone by writer or engraver It will perhaps be more 

appropriate if the lines 2 and 3 of the inscription be read as under — 

, ec u Lf— e iS ifll ^il 4 / J.1* *1 fUr iUI Jjmj ^ ” 

which will mean that this (temple) is the House of God instead of House of Muhammad, etc , as at present 
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The following inscription hails from the historic city of Gwalior 1 and belongs to the 
mausoleum of a well-known samt Hazrat Muhammad Ghanth, 2 * * which stands in the east part of 
the town The mausoleum was built by order of Akbar the Great and is a very fine example 
of the blend of Mughal and Rajput architecture possessing os it does some of the most 
exquisite panelo of stone tracer) This 16th century edifice, being one of the important 
arohseological monuments, has been widely noticed by scholars both old and new , but the mscrip 
tion does not appear either to have been published or e\ en noticed so far This record ha s 
recently been discovered by the State Archceological Department and is being edited from a 
photograph of the same by courtesy of the Department 

The shrine of Muhammad Ghauth although a majestic edifice, has no inscription on it con- 
cerning itself The present epigraph, which is a sort of pilgrim’s record ouh , consists of six lines 
written m Nasta'llq characters Of these, the two top lines are in Arabic prose, the two central 
ones constitute a couplet in Persian, while the last two lines are in Persian prose The 
inscription does not mention the name of a king or the occasion for its engraving 5 The 
only information worth noticing m the record is the name and birth-place of a master calk 
graphist Muhammad Ma'sum of Akbar’s court who accompanied the Great Mughal m his 
excursions 

Muhammad Ma'sum was a renowned calligraphist who has been mentioned casually m 
several modern works From the Ma'athiru'UUmara we learn that Ins full name was Mir 
Muhammad Ma'sum and poetic? 1 appellation Nfiml He was the son of Sayyid Safa‘1 of 
Tirmiz and was related on mother’s side toSyyid Shcr of Sabzwar and died in 1015 H (1606 
A D ) at Bhakkar where he had probably settled 

The present inscription like many others is cut in an nnconspicuous position on a 
pilaster (facing east) adjoining the south-west corner tower in the outer -verandah of the 
mausoleum , where its view is further obstructed by the jail panel fixed m the bav of the 
gallery This accounts m some measure for its remaining unnoticed so far. 

Mv reading of the text is given below — 
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1 For detailed account see C S R , Vol III 

1 Mnntalhah ul Taudnlh (Persian Text), pp 4 G and E M H , Vol V, 200 287 

- According to the A’in i Albarl, Akbar led an expedition for the conqnest of the Deccan in 1599 A D , and ns 

nsnal Mir Ma'sum accompanied his master As Gwalior lay on the road to the Deccan, a halt must hare been 
made at Gwalior which offered the calligraphist an opportunity to have this record engraved It may Lave 

engraved "without the Emperor’s knowledge 
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1 1 *"* A * 

£ Xvj ■}!*£>) y Lylojso («) 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) “ One who often talks of death (fears death), 

(2) “ He is satisfied in this world 


Verse 

(3) “ Think for a while of the departed ones 

(4) “ And by prajers please their souls 

(5) “ Composed and written b} Muhammad MiVsum of Bhakkar 

(6) “ Minch tewn he claims as his native place although Ins real home is Tirmiz, in the year 
100S (=A D 1599) 

[1007 = A D 1598 ( ? )] ” 


THREE INSCRIPTIONS OF BENGAL 
B\ Madlavi Shavislddix Ahmad, M V Indian Mlsfdm, Calcittv 
1 — Inscription from Hatkhola 

In 1921, Air K N Dikslnt then Superintendent, Archaeological Survej, Eastern Circle, pro 
cured an estampage of an Arabic inscription from a place called Hatkhola, eighteen miles to the 
south of Karimgan] Railway station in the distnct of Sylliet On lm estigation it transpired that 
the stone tablet bearing the inscription w r as original!} discov ered about half a century ago at 
Anair Haor in the Blianga sub division bv a farmer while ploughing Ins land It was subse 
qucntly removed to Hatkhola and fixed on the front wall of the local mosque 

The epigraph records the erection of a mosque b} Khurshid Khan in the reign of Barbak Shah, 
and is dated the 5th Safar, 868 H (19tli October 1463 AD) The mosque to which the inscrip 
tion refers must have existed somew here not far from Anair Haor, but no trace of it could be traced 
at present 

The inscription is historically important as it throws some new light on the earh expansion 
of Muslim rule in the north eastern border land b} the independent kings of Bengal 

The interesting point to be noticed m the stud} of this inscription is that it is the earhest dated 
record that has ever been discovered m Sylliet the next dated record being that of Yusuf Shah 
which was found m the district by Dr J Wise and edited by Blocbmann some sixty-four years ago 
in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal • On the evidence of the latter inscription and m 
the absence of any other positive historical source, it was generally believed that Sylhet came into 

1 The significance of this figure is still unsolved I take it to be the engraver’s mistake and am inclined 
to read it as 1007, t c , the date of the record maj be taken as A H 1007 1008 (=A D 1598 1599) 

*J A S B, 1873, p 277 


8 
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the possession of the Muslim rulers at a date not earlier t linn tin reign of Yusuf chilli The 
discov cry of flic present epigraph how c\ or < stnhhslics the fact that tin trait was conquered bj 
the Muslims at an earlier (late and not uulihelv in 780 II (138! AD), during tin 1 reign of 
Siknndnr bjiali, as suggested bj Blofhmiuin, b\ defeating Ontir Grnmdu the last king of Splint 1 

It is remarkable that Bui link 8?lmh has been st>hd m the e pignvpb as ‘ \1 Mali! ’ ns well ns 
‘Sultan’, as distinguished from the Tnbeni Inscription VII s in which lie has former title onh 
Blochminn interpreted the term ‘Malik’ used m the latter morel in the following words “To 
judge from the Trehem inscription published bj in' in t ins journal for 1870, p 2')0, it would 
appear that Barbak ns prince was Governor of south we stern Bengal in 800 , but the inscription 
stales lnm ‘ Malik ’ not ‘ Suit "in ’, from winch it is cle ir that he was no re brl ” s The nbovt inter 
pretation amounts, m so mam words, to this, that a prim* must rest content with the title of 
‘Malik’ so long as lie is not vested with sovereign powrr Tin explanation however hold', good 
only partially in the case of the present epigraph which etvles Barbel >ieah as ' Mali! ’and 
‘ Sulfin ’ alike, although lie was dc facto ruler of Bengal in 808 IT when the inscription res 
written 

Another notable point to note here is that the blessing invocation i/l-* iU| jl-. (mav God 
perpetuate lus kingdom) that generallv follows the name of a reigning 1 mg on sin h occasions, is 
absent from tins record 

The inscription is incised in relief on a stone tablet measuring erro<s the earve d fare 12”/ 2T 7 
and consists of one line The Inugunge is \rabic Tlie stvlo of wntmg is iughra. which laels 
artistic beant) 

The text of the inscription ns deciphered In in* is n<- follow - — 
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TRANSLATION 

The prophet has saiel, Whoever builds a inosejue, God t lie Great builds for lnm a palnco in 
heaven ’ (It is built) in tlie time of the just prince, Blrbik -slnVli Sultan son of Mahmud tjhiih 
Suit in, by the exalted Kb an Khurshld Khan, the chief of the guard of the rovnl household, on 
the 5th of Safar, 8G8 II” (19th October 11G3 \ D ) 

2-3 — Inscriptions from Inchlabazar 

The estampnges of two inscriptions that arc being studied here were obtained bj me, about 
a couple of years ago, from a ruined mosque at Inchlabazar in the district of Burdwan 
The epigraphs record the construction of a mosque by one Savvld Talur in the time of Aurangzeb 
m 1115 H (1703 AD,) * 

1 J A SB, 187% p 281 

2 Ibid , 1870, p 290 

3 Ibid , 1873, p 272 
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{a) Inscription of Barbak Shah from Hatkhola, Sylhet District 
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(b) On a ruined mosque at Inchla Bazar, Burdwan District 
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(c) Another inscription on the same mosque 
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Inchlabazar is a suburban town at a distance of about two miles to the east of the principal 
town of Burdwan which was once the residence of the famous Nur Jalian, the royal consort of 
Jahangir It is situated on the south bank of a narrow stieam known as the Banka that flow 70 
through the city from west to east and divides it into southern and northern quarters During 
the Mughal supremacy Inchlabazar seems to have been densely populated and was m a prosperous 
condition There still stand innumerable shrmes and sanctuaries which bear testimony to the 
extent of prosperity people had attained at that penod By the second half of the 19th century 
a virulent epidemic of fever broke out m Burdwan and carried off more than one-third of the 
population 1 The malady had a sweeping effect on the Inchlabazar side of the town where now 
can be seen heaps of brick-bats and dilapidated houses overgrow n with rich herbage 

One of the two slabs containing inscriptions has been fixed on the front wall of the mosque 
just above the arched entrance to the prayer hall while the other one is built in the outer face 
of the southern wall The salient feature of the mosque is its peculiar form of curvilinear roof — 
a characteristic which is represented in the earlier architecture of Bengal It is a square, rather 
low, brick structure of simple design with gently curving cornice At each corner stands an octa 
gonal pillar rising above the roof and terminating m a turret The whole construction 
is surmounted by a single low dome A similar type of architecture is to be seen in the notable 
EUalln tomb built at Pandua, Maldah, ovei the remains of the proselyte King Jalalu’d-Din 
Muhammad Shall of Bengal in the 15th century This EUalln tomb is behoved, as Sir John 
Marshall observes, 2 * * to have served as a prototype on which several mosques in Bengal w ere model- 
led in subsequent years and this Inchlabazar mosque maj be counted as one of them 

The sanctuary is in a very deplorable state of preservation The roof and the walls being covered 
•with vegetable growth, several cracks have appeared in them If it is allowmd to remain for some 
years more m this condition its destruction is inevitable 

The two inscriptions are cirved distinctly on sepaiate slabs of black stone, measuring 
25" x 10" and # 18"xll" respectively The central panel of the inscription on the front w 7 all is 
occupied by the Raima, in bold NasM characters, and the spaces on the right, left and bottom 
are coa ered with tw r o couplets in Persian containing the name of the donor The epigraph on the 
south wall, on the other hand, comprises of three hues m verse, each line being separated from the 
other by a horizontal band, and records the chronogram of the mosque The language is Persian 
and the letters are written m Nasla'liq characters of excellent style 
My reading of the epigraphs is as follows — 

2 — Inscription on the front wall 
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TRANSLATION 

•' Tliuc is no God Imt Yllfih, Muhammad is Ills Propin f 

“ In t lie time of fehiili Yurnng/eb, the just , tin ton-d rue turn of tins high building has born made 
If anj one tnquues flic diite and its foiincli r , so it i- > >\ \id Tfdnr 1 1 IN IT (1703 A 1)).” 

3 —Inscription on tho south wnll 
Plato XXXVIII(c) 
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TRANSLATION 

“ 0 God 1 Keep tins mo-qm in porf< < t condition , nnd he heljiful to its foundc r too In the 
reign of Aurnnsrco 'Al'nmrTr, it has hie n < omj>h t< d through the efforts of the huildcr Its date 
lia-, become manifest from this (chronogram) , o=uu-J) ^ (enter the <= irred mosque) ” 

It is to be noted here that tin numeric d value of tin 1< tti r i out lined in the chronogram viclds 
the date 1116 which corresponds with the date written m figures aho, *-id< wav in the inscription , 
whereas the former record lias the date 11 17 in figiin s onlv Hu disrnptncv mar be explained 
b) supposing that the epigraphs have Ik i n s. t ti|i m the mo qu< at different times, the former 
being one v ear earlier than the latter or the mistnhi urn lm> cr< pt in through the oversight 
of the scribe 


A QUTB SH \Hl IXSCRIPTIOX PROM P IT YXClILRt , Ml I) VIv DIVTHICT, HYDERABAD 

ST YTL 

Ih G IVmvi 

Patanchcru is a tnhtqa town in the Mod ik district of His Exalted Highness the Xizam’s 
Dominions It is situated on the Hwlenb id llidar roid, some twentv miles to the north of the 
former In the tenth centun YD Pat inchcru was an important centre of Jmti i religion and the 
Arch eological Department, Ilvclcrahad, lias found there b\ excavation n large number of Jama 
sculpture of considerable beaut i and leonologiril importance These images arc now exhibited in 
the Sculpture Gallerj of the llx derabad Museum \t Patanchcru there arc aPo two domes, one 
of which bears an inscription on its southern gate 1 

'Die inscription records the building of i loft} xault b} one Abdu’l Qadir entitled Amin 
Eh m, : during the reign of Sulfln Ibrahim Qutb blnh The inscription also refers to an tn‘am 
land and to a mosque with a pra}erball and enclosure, both apparentl} attached to the vault 

1 The tomb bearing the inscription has a square base which measures 14 ft square externath The walls 
rise to a height of 37 ft and above them the dome is built The tomb 1ms beautiful stucco work Inside tho 
dome there are five gra\ es 

2 Amm Khun u as a great patron of Tolugu literature and Professor Subba Kao of the Osmama Unnersity 
Is now engaged in publishing a Telngu poem dedicated to Amin Khan The poem consists of three thousand lines 
.and it is said that the poet has not used a single Sanskrit v, ord therein 



Inscription on a tomb at Patanchera, Medak District, Hyderabad State 
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The inscription is carved on an arch shaped slab, measuring 5 ft 3 in at the base and 4 ft 6 m 
in height The style of writing is Thullh of an intricate type and the language is Persian I have 
deciphered the te\t as follows — 
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sjj^sdt £J L*j/«*.’ ^yoUo <n-w^.£u 

1 j’ola-l 18 somewhat unusual here The correct word would have been 4 ;^ , but as it does not rhyme with 
4 lu and j(£L3 . the author has ventured to use the verbal form j(jl*| 

V 

2 The engraver has added this word by mistake 
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J ^1jJ| Joe ^ lJ U\Lsl> ^ uL. Isll" j.tA-~) ^dlse-d p<^;l ^y-^l 

0 ^jJL ^ ^kJlJjc 

TRANSLATION 

“ Aiul mi guidinci is fioin no one Imt from God tin High and l’n\ rrftil 

‘The budding of this ho taenia a mlt nml tin foundation of this loft' < difu o (lnp ( » nfd) during 
the reign of His Exalted Map st a tin refuge of tin world tin po -< »or of miff rinl digntf \ * nd 
dnmc nuthonta, tlio window of(!od tin m mint of tin fumth of tin apo tV of (.od (Muhammad) 
the Sultin son of .SulCm, llu auspicious thegn it Ihr'diun Qu‘b H.'di mia Oodjin^'r «'in- king 
dom and soacreignta and extend to tin p<oph of tin vorid hi- l>< tmaoh nu , ju-tni md bounta 1 
And In tlie grace of Rod Mimgl.ta, md In tin In Ip o' tin triumph uit Mini of Ills Holmes- the prince 
of saints, the chief of diames and god loamg n- r«ju-, iln hm- of tin < irth and 1 iri\in, tin most 
admired of tlu beautiful, and the chnf of tin lx loud *~t»~h Muhm’d Dm Mm Mull ’imn id 8 a\ aid 
‘Abdu’l Qfidir al Ha-ani al Hu- uni al Iiluu inn find In ph wil with him, the humble and loi la 
(sennit) called ‘Abdn’l Qiidir and < ntithu is Mnmlah'u Qur u bi al Qudiri the di-ciple of His 
Grace the pivot of mankind, Hi'dv Midi umn. d a\ Qadirl id Mvdt mi tin mu ei - or of Iln Grice, 
the leader of mankind, Shailli Ibrllnm altac Mallulum Hi'ihji Muhemmau Quiiri m.n God -me 
tif\ the secrets of both of them after liming o\< rt< d him-' If to tilt full complftfd and fmishid 
(this building) m the tear 97(1 H (IT 18 \ D ) from the hjrn of tin i iio < n propln t (Mulmmm id), 
mav the peace of God and Ifis most perft ft ble-sing- tie upon lum ’ If is lar/u-rh hopul uul 
smeerety behcacd that God the Hoh md \lmigbta, \\ho-< glori is n -jilt wk.it Mho-. bounty 
is uimcrsal and Who-c, authonta i- sublime, will ku p tin- lofta \ault under His protection and 
care against the aicissitudcs of time— through His bound , bctiraoh’tic< and kindness Amen 1 
0 Cherisher of the umaersc Ba flic grace of Mmiglita God, b\ the help of the spiritual deaotion 
of His Holiness, the prmce of saints (Shad h Muhiu’d Din Abdu’l Qiidir), maa God be pleased with 
him, and bj his (Sljaifvh 'Abdu’l Qidir s) inspiration in the hi 5m land of the aboae mentioned 
vault a mosque avith prnaer linll and an enclosure round the -anu mo-que aai re also built of solid 
masonr) The latter building aans completed m the month of Ininada I, Snnhftr car 981, of the 
7u)m of the Chosen Prophet— ma\ peace be upon lnm ' (September, HSI A D ) This inscrip- 
tion set up by the humble, low la and insignificant sera ant, Abdu’l Qiidir, entitled Amin KTmn 
and know f n as Shaikh Miaan, son of ''Jiaiklj Bare, son of s.!iaikh Huniaaiin, son of QajI Ivbaiijnn, 
son of the pride of scholars, Qiizi Amjnd, son of the chief of the hoty men Qutb Baba, al- 

Qarslii, al Qidirl aaas corrected ba the noble descendants of the latter (i e , progena of the for- 
bears of ‘Abdu’I-Qadir), whose names arc, IHiatt.it Khan, Fa Z il ID, an, ‘Abdu’l ‘All, ‘Abdu’l Karim 
and Shaikh Ibrahim ” 
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FIVE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRICT 


FIVE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRICT 

By G Yazdani 

Tlie late Mr Sultan ‘All Faruqi, Superintendent of Bidar Monuments, whose untimely 
death has caused a great loss to the Archaeological Department of Hyderabad State, sent 
me inked rubbings of five inscriptions for decipherment last year One of these belongs 
to the reign of ‘All Band, the third ruler of the dynasty, whose administration lasted from 
1542 to 1579 AD and who was the first to assume the title of king The inscription 
is carved on the masonry of a sluice of the Kamthana tank, which was the chief source 
of the supply of water to Bidar City during its palmy days The inscription is a kind 
of warning against the overflow of the water of the tank, which might have caused a breach 
in the embankment The sluice on which the inscription is carved was apparently constructed 
to discharge the surplus water and thus to minimise the danger of a breach The inscription 
mentions the name of A'zam Mansur Khan as the builder of the embankment, but as the 
names of the dignitaries of Barld Shahl Court are not preserved in any contemporary 
record the name of Mansur Klian is not known to the historian 

The language of the inscription is Marathi and its text has been deciphered for me 
by Mr R M Josln, M A , who has succeeded Mr Sultan ‘Ah Faruqi as Superintendent 
of Bidar Monuments 


TEXT 
Plate 1(a) 
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3?|dbt 

diRclI 



3dl4U«1 

^TT 


2 

dol 


H>3Kcl 


t4«144 

44»HJ4 

W 
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»tivi 


rid 3T3(ddbT 
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si-dcbH 

Ox 

•x « 

KIT 

if! 

4 


44 >31401 



di4‘U 

+11? 

4Tiw444 



5 ?! 4444lRt*1 ^-§4 fc141l Hd«1 3 


6 Rttlf 

TRANSLITERATION 

1 Chanda Kol'v k an tan houjacha tumba nukasina ja 

2 La hoti. Hajarata Banda Slia Hane A]ama-mana Sura Khan 

3 Nache hatin tumba bandhavila pani uchalun netan hau 

4 Jas majarata ahe aise na karane mahe Moharam sa 

5 Na saba samamn suhuru sana tisa sabaina va 

6 Tisa meya 


TRANSLATION 

The bund of the reservoir built for the accumulation of residual water was damaged 
It win constructed by Hadrat Barld Shah through A‘zam Mansur Khan If water is 
earned over the bund, there is likelihood of its being damaged None should do so. 
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•£ho month of Muhamm in the year 87 (Hiyrl) corresponding with Shahur San 079 

(1579 AD) , lf . _ . . . . 

Another of these five inscriptions contains the name of ‘All Band, but litre lie is 

probably the second king of this name, a ho ruled from 1010 to 1018 H, for the date 
given at the end of the inscription is Shahur San 1001 which corresponds with 1010 H 
The inscription is carved on a tablet which was found in clearing the debris from 
one of the old gateways of the Bidar Fort, which was originally styled the Bukin Tiratha 
Gate The mscnptional tablet is now presen ed in the Arohtoological Museum of the Bidar 
Fort The tablet measures 1 ft 4 m by 10 m 

The inscription consists of five lines and the language is Marathi The tevt has been 
decipl ered by Mr It M Joslu 

TEXT 
Pinto 1(b) 

\ IPS W^sfi U<4i"i 

^ =uK r=tif? <4iftll*4 =t*W 
^ =hK=ulf'S yt-sHet 

8 «kI«S ^<41% 

y ti-SH. ■0*1 <5** 

TRANSLITERATION 

1 Pada Kota najadika dnrnwnja Suhala tirntlm, 

2 Kara hirdi Kusima Barida Sjubn padile 

3 Hote bildaja vo kunkirdi Ilnjnrata 

4 All Barida Syuli Bandlnle haw file 1 

5 Narsorama suhura snnn fliade Alafa 

TRANSLATION 

1 The ’Sukla Tirtha Gate, m the vicinity of Padakota, 

2 Collapsed during the reign of Qasim Band ghfdi 

3 Later on in the reign of Hadrat 

4 ‘Alf Barld Shiili the same was reconstructed under the charge of 

5 Karsoram in the Shahur San 1001 (1601 AD) 

The third and fourth inscriptions of this set nre from a well at Aslitiir which was 
built by a royal officer named Jagapat Itao during the reign of Mirra Mali Amir B irTd 
m 1018 H. The well is of considerable dimensions and it lias steps of mnsonrv which 
has been finely’ dressed The name of Mirza Wall Amir Be rid as the eighth ruler of 
the dynasty is also mentioned by Firisbta, 1 but Haig m the Cambridge History of 
India (Vol III, p 709) has given ‘All Barld Shah as the title of the eighth Ling 
The souice of Haig’s information is not known, but the name of the eighth Baridi 
king who ruled from 1018 H as also given by the author of Bmatinu-s-Salatin- and 

1 Firitfta, Persian text (Bombaj lithograph), Vol II, pp 348-19 
s Mam [In, Hyderabad lithograph, p 27 3 
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FIVE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE BIDAR DISTRICT 


3 


it is Mir/.n Wall Amir Barld, the same as given by Firishta and mentioned in these 
two inscriptions 

One of these two epigraphs is in Persian and the other in Marathi The Persian 
record consists of a single line which is written in characters of a beautiful 

type I has e deciphered the text as follows — 


Plate 11(a) 

O I ♦ I A <*->- JtfJj 

TRANSLATION 

The builder of this well, during the reign of His Majesty with Solomon’s glory, 
Amir7a Wall Amir Barid Jjjifih, may God perpetuate his sovereignty, was the servant 
of the state, .Tagat R.io, the son of Banchalikhandii In the year 1018 H (1G09 AD) 

The Marathi record has been deciphered by Mr R M Joshi, M A , wlio«e reading 
of the text is given below — 

IJbXT 
Plate 11(b) 


1 nm ■MdbrtMrf ^dcrtHT 

2 jjiv: qfvjilfH ^icn<; 'S+tRJ't 

3 4<\<i STTwTT Wfc fait 

4 WTk JRolf% MK'tll) 

O 441-ctt «l«l ^Idbrtl fa 

0 wtlt 3l<)fa ^TtlfafaE 

7 'Mcfcvh 

8 fa^fa 51 

TRANSLITERATION 

1 Aja Salatanata Sulafina aha 

2 Mada Sliiiha Bahamam bajada numayuua 

3 Akar.'mia Barlda Sbaka atliavm pidhz 

4 Amir Barida sliuhachi pada §!ialn 
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5 Yacha farjanda Jagapatirao Doulati vi 

6 Hirl baruru chouras bfmdhaviLi 

7 Abe Shuhura Sana asliar alafa 

8 Yachihindau benja 1010 ’Sa 

9 Ke 1531 Samya nama Sanvatsara 

TRANSLATION 

During tbe period of the reign of the dynasty of Ahmad Shah Baihmani, after 
whom there w as Humayun Ahram Barid Shah, and m the eighth generation there was 
Amir Barid, his son 1 Jagapati Rao Daulati constructed a well with steps, the Shahur year 
was ‘ashare alaf totalhng 1010, the Saha year is 1531 cyclic year , Samya (Saumya) 

The fifth inscription of the set is from a mosque at Gornalli, 2 a village some three 
miles off Bidar This inscription also mentions the name of Amir Barid Shah as the 
reigning lung in 1019 H , thus confirming the information contained m the two epigraphs 
of the well at AsJltur The style of wilting is Thulth of an elegant type and the 
inscription consists of four hnes, each arranged in a panel The upper two panels 
contain the BismiUah and the Islamic creed, while the lower two contain a record 
mentioning the building of a mosque by Eh \ a]a Bostan in 1019 H , during the reign 
of Amir Barid SJiali II 

I hate deciphered the text as follows — 

Plate 11(c) 


*Uj) fcXsJT/* ad| 11) &f| H 
jL* ^jUaLwJj Jccv^oJ) )tW> jlu 

| * | 1) AXw iXsuw* j u u 

( 


TRANSLATION 

In the name of God the Merciful and Compassionate 1 
“ There is no god but God and Muhammad is the apostle of God ” 

This mosque was built during the sovereignty of Amir Barid Shah II, and the 

builder of this mosque was Khvaja Bostan in 1019 H (1610 AD) 

1 The Marathi record is only a ■version o£ the Persian text, but the translator has committed 

a serious blunder In mentioning Jagapati Rao as the son of King Amir Barid In the Persian text 

tLc name of Oagapnti Kaos father is mentioned as Banchah Khandu, which seems to lo correct 

lhe mosque at Gornalli is a small building, consisting of a single room with tlrco orchid 
o;<mree towards the Tnat 
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INSCRIPTION OF SULTAN B ALBAN FROM BAYANA, BHARATPUR STATE 

By G Yazdam 

In January, 1939, Dr N P Clinkravarfci, Government Epigraplnst for India, kindly sent 
me the inked rubbing of an inscription, now presen ed m the Sanskrit School, attached to the 
temple of Goculchnndrnmiijl at Hainan, Bharatpur State The mscnptional tablet 1 is stated 
to have come out of a well m the neighbourhood when it was re eveavated by the Goswami 
Ballabhachlrva, the fainil} preceptor of the rajas of Bharatpur and the custodian of Goeul- 
chandramljl’s temple The inscription is in Persian prose and consists of ten lines The 
script is NasfJi of a heavy stjle, such as was m vogue in India in the 13tli century AD 
during the rule of the early Sultans of Delhi 

The inscription records the clearance and re-digging of a well during the reign of Ghiya- 
thu’d-Din Balban and the governorship of Nusrat Khan, the fief-holder of Bayana The 
name of Nusrat Khan is not mentioned among the dignitaries of Balban’s court in contem- 
porarv histories, but it occurs in the chronicles of ‘Alau’d-D n Khalji’s reign as that of his 
minister 2 The fief of Bajana owing to its vicinity to Delhi was a special prize awarded 
to those nobles only who had rendered most lojal service to the king The fact mentioned 
m the inscription that Nusrat Khan held the fief of Baygna shows that he was one of the 
distinguished nobles during the reign of Balban as well 

The mscnptional tablet on its back bears a Sanskrit inscription which is being deci- 
phered bv Dr N P Chakravarti and wall be published ' m the JZjngraphia Indica m due 
course I have deciphered the Persian text as follows — 

Plate 111(a) 

AU) j.— J 

OJOjJ tOji JL~ «LrJJ O— e»^j| ^ g ) ^ \j . . . »L- 

y , , ( ^ ) 1 — <jl j\ cJrJ ^ 

^ t ^ vj] * -o v j] • • • ■ • • • • o 


Lcl*j 


«b° ijZ Jii 

cXvu 2k bjS ^lr) 

i K.]y 


j.UjL 



| ejhc 

: C »1 


^Jlc dJjloo. ( <J ) 3 ^ r lU.) jO 

d-SL* 



-DJI JL jjJiUl 

j UijJ 



e_jL« 

r Lr) uL- v — ~y 

t ^ 

; 


i Tho mscnptional tablet measures 2 ft by 1 ft 9 in 
- Tarifjt i Firoz Shahi by / Barm (Bibl Ind }, p 240 

a In the later writings, particularly in tho legends on coins^, instead of ^IL.) the word 
has been used 
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Ml 

|iic) I — ■ ) 

nib: j.lJ <uLu 


ui yy^ 




, ixxf 

• « 


«. — ^Lc| 45 [, 



TRANSLATION 

In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate 1 

The clearance of the well which Was built one lmndrel and fifty years ago, and 
afterwards during the regime of Muhammad II ijl (i) was choked, and filled up with stones 
and the people suffered thereby, commenced on the first of the auspicious month of 
Ramadan in the year 6G9 H (Mondaj , 15th June, 1271 A D ) and was completed by the 
end of the same month During the reign of the lord of the world, the king of mankmd, 
Ghiyathu’d-D unya wad-D'n (the refuge of the faith and state), the shadow of God in all the 
worlds, may God perpetuate his kingdom, and during the regime of the exalted Khan, the 
Malik (Prince) of the Mahks of the East, Nusrat Khan, the fief-holder of Bayana, may God 
preserve his dignity and prostrate Ins enemies, through the effort of the humble sen ant, 
Ibrahim Abu Bakr Nauslirwan preserve Written on the 

above date God is the best Knower End 


INSCRIPTION OF GHlYATHU’D-DlN TCJGHLUQ FROM ASRAWA KIIURD NEAR 

ALLAHABAD 

By G Ya7dant 

An inked rubbing of this inscription was kindly sent to me for decipherment by Dr 
K A A Ansan, Assistant Engineer, Northern Circle, who also sent me a note on the 
epigraph which had been compiled by Maulavi Ashraf Husain Sahib According to the 
Maulavi Sahib’s note the inscriptional tablet is ljmg near a plastered tomb at Asrawa 
Khurd, a village some ten miles from Allahabad The tomb is locally known as the maqbara 
(sepulchre) of Sipih Salar-i-A'zam ‘Abdu’l-Latif Sa'Id The inscription does not contain the 
name of this Sipah Salir and apparently it has no connection with the tomb by which it is 
lying, and belongs to some other monument, which may have been a religious or secular 
building 

The inscriptional tablet is of Chunar stone and it measures 5 ft by 1 ft 6 m The 
epigraph is carved in relief, but as the tablet was used for some time by washermen the 
letters have crumbled away in several places The script is NasLA of an early type and 
the inscription contains certain phrases and titles which are usually found m the inscriptions 
of the early Sultans of Delhi The language of the inscription is Arabic and it consists of 
three lines 

In the inscription the name of Gluyithu’d-Dln Tughluq is mentioned and as he ruled 
from 720 to 725 H the date 721 H given at the end of the inscription falls within his 
reign The inscription also contains the name of the court noble, Ikhtiyaru’d-DIn In the 
li=t of d'gmtanes given by BarnI, there are two nobles of this title during the reign of 



Plate III 


(a) Inscription of Sultan Balban from Bayana, Bharatpur State 



Sc,\Lr 2 


Inscription of Ghiyathu’d-Din Tughluq from Asrawa Khurd, Allahabad 



Jr. \ - ' __ N 
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‘Aliu’d-Din Khaljl who ruled up to 715 H 1 Their names are Ikhtiyaru’d-Dln Etagln and 
Ikhtiyaru’d-Dln Afghan As the clan name Afghan also occurs in the inscription it may be 
surmised that the noble referred to in the inscription is Iklitiyaru’d-DIn Afghan, who may have 
eiijoj ed the patronage of the kings of Delhi until 721 H , the date of the inscription 

Maulaai Ashraf Husain Sahib had deciphered the te\t almost correctly and I have 
altered his reading only in three places The text as read by me is given below — • 

Plate 111(b) 

uliaLJl lU (J-Uj [ «jJ| ) ] LijJ| v_jU c U . . . U«*J| ( I ) 

jJ,aJ lj [ } jiV [t] jStJijo [ (f*) 

w 

Q ^jLoXUu y v *} 9 e ^ r^ 1 o'" C ^ ] oh (r) 

TRANSLATION 

During the reign of the great Ghiydfchu’d-Dunya wad-Dln Abu’l Muzaffar 

Tughluq i5.ii ah, the Sultan, the master of benefaction and felicity, the pride of nobles, Jkhti- 
} aru d-Dauh wa’d-Din Afghan This was recorded on the 1st of Muharram, 721 H 

(3I«t January, 1321 AD) 


THREE PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS OF ALL VH VARDl KTJAN TURKMAN FROM 
THE ANCIENT HILL FORTS IN THE NASIK DISTRICT 

By Q M Moneer, BA, FLA (London), Superintendent, Archaeoi ogical Survey, 

Western Circle, Poona 

The three inscriptions which are reproduced and review ed at the end of this paper are 
engra\ed on rocks in the Satmala ranges 2 on which are erected the ancient forts of Indra’i 3 4 * , 
Chandor 1 and Dliodap 6 The Satmala lulls ranging from west to east are now mostly comprised 
within the present boundaries of the Nasik District of the Bombay Presidency This range, 
in combination with the mam Western Ghats or the SahyadrI range, to wnicli it runs at 
right angles, formed the northern and western borders respectively of the Ahmadnagar kingdom 
of the Nizam Shall! dynast}, which flourished from 1499 AD to 1630 AD To defend 
their territory against the encroachments of neighbouring states, the Nizam Shahi kings 
would appear to ha\ e erected and fortified a large number of hill forts at different strategic 


1 TuriOi t Firo: AAa/ii (Bibl Iml ), p 211 

5 Tim range is -variously known as xho Satmala, Chandor or Aiantn range, the first being the preferable 
name 

3 Tn north latitude 23° 22 , cast longitude 74° 1 3', and 4,495 feet above sea level The hi’l fort at this place is 

4 milt.3 north west of Clundor town on the Itaura Pass and its inscription is carved on the face of the rook to 
right proper of the uppermost entrance of the hill fort at Indri’i in the Chfmdoi taluka of Nasik Distnot 

* In north latitude 20° 20', cast longitude 74° 15' and 5,994 feet abovo sea le\e' The hill fort of Chandor is 
about 40 miles north cast of Nasik town, on tho main road from Bombai to Agra and its inscription is carved 
on the rock facing Chandor town 

3 In north latitude 20° 23', cast longitude 74° 2' and 3,798 foot above Bea level The hill fort is 1 5 miles 
north west of Ch'indor town and its inscuption is carved on the fair of the rock to left propel of its inner gateway 
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points on the lull tops and along the passes of their northern border 1 The strategic and defensne 
\aluc of these forts was no\er so sex crely put to the test as when the Kings and regents of 
Ahmadnagar had to defend their realm against the aggression of the Mughal emperors from the 
north 

The emperor Akbar was the first of this line to imade the IsViim ShuhT Kingdom, m 1591 
AD and although he conquered Khfindesh and made the Xi/lim tjhrdii regent 1 recognize his 
suzerainty (1596 AD), his son Jahangir (1006— 1G27 AD) somewhat fitfull} 3 , and his 
grandson ijhiih Jaltin (1627— 1657 A. D ) with desperate determination, continued to encroach 
upon the independence of Ahmndnngnr Kingdom till it was wholly annexed to the Mughal 
Empire in 1632 A D 1 bh.ih Jnhin’s xicero) of the Deccan, Muhfdmt Khan, Khun Khanim, 
besieged the Alimndnagir regent, General Eath Khan, the son of the famous Malik ‘Amlnr, 
m the fortress of Daulatlbiid (Dcogiri) in 1631 \D More bj briber) perhaps than bv braxerv, 
the former succeeded m comiiellmg the latter not onh to surrender himself but also bis ward, 
the minor King Husain Ninim Qhiilrt While Path Ivhan was rewarded for lus abject 
surrender by the bestowal upon him of mam a ro\al fax our, his unluckv xoung soxereign was 
imprisoned for life m the Gwalior fort 1 It was this hetrajal that for the first time in 
their histor) brought the Merit h. is into direct conflict with the Imperial Mughal arm) A Mara- 
thi, nobleman Raj i bhiihji Bluiiislo, the father of the more famous Slmaji, the founder of the 
Maritha Empire, taking his stand on the strong position of his clansmen in the areas comprised 
in and adjoining the Ahmsdnagar territory, and with the tacit support of the Snltins of Gol- 
conda and Bijipur stepped into the affairs of Niriim bhihi Kingdom to present its annexation 
by the Mughals Assuming the role of regent., bhiihji set up another scion of Nizim ijjiaht 
<1) nasty as the Sultan and organised the defences of the kingdom with a mow io resist and 
harass the army of occupation* As part of the defensne measures adopted In him, bh.Ihji 
had many important lull forts m the Sitmila and Sih).idri ranges garrisoned by Ins men. 
whose guerilla raids seriousl) hampered the moxements of the Mughal arm) in the Ahmadnagar 
territory 8 To crush this menace, fjbih Jail in despatched strong reinforcements with instruc- 
tions to oierpower Sjuihjfs resistance b) operating against him from three different points 
A force of 20,000 strong under Klnin Daurin was posted at Xandcr to present an) supplies 
reaching Shah] I from the side of Golconda Another contingent of 20,000 was placed under 
Khan Zamiin with orders to pillage the home hnds of bhiihji in the Poona District to the 
south and south-west of Ahmadnagar terntor) The third detachment comprising 8,000 men was 
entrusted to Sh.i’ista Khin for dislodging the hostile garrisons from the regions of Trimbah, 
Junnar, Nasik and Sangamncr 0 From his force, bh Vista KTj.in was required also to detail 2,000 

men under the two officers named Allah \ c>rdl Khan and Ynkka Ttiz Khan, to reduce the hill forts 

m the Sitm.ila and Sahy.Idri ranges 10 

The hill forts of IndrVi, Ch.inc.:* and Dlvodap on or near which respectively, the three in- 
scriptions reproduced below are presen cd, were among many others winch are named m them as 

1 The small tracts of Bngliin an! Kal.i n alxno (Ins border were ruled In local Rajput princes who seem 
to hare been left practical!) independent during thepenod of Aiziim Shahl ascendancy oxer Ahmadnagar kingdom, 
tide Nas’l District Gazette?', p 187, footnote 1 

= Turin i Firnhta (Brgg’s translation), Vol II, pp 2G5, 209, 270 and 273 
5 Iqbal Kama i Jahangir! (Bibl Ind ), pp 34 39, 07, 90—91 

* Badshah Kama of Mulls ‘Abdu’l Hamid Lulion (Bibl Ind ), Vol I, part 2, pp 130 151 
* ldcm ’ Part 1 PP 527 31 c Ibld t Vol I, Part I, pp 040-41 

- Ibid , Part 2, p 135 « JM , pp 133-39 

8 Ibid , pp 130 37 
10 Ibid , p 139 



(a) Inscription on a rock at the Chanclor Foit, Nasik ( b ) Inscription on a rock at the Indrai Fort, 

Distuct Nasik District 


Plate P 
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having been conquered also by Allah Vardi Khan m these ranges 1 These inscriptions do not 
tell us the chronological sequence of the conquest of each of these forts, but it is abundantly 
clear from the inscriptions that so far as the lull forts of Chandor, Indra’i and Dhodap are 
concerned, they fell to siege in the order m which their respective records are examined 
in this paper As their texts will bear out, these inscriptions were inscribed m the name of and 
very probably at the instance of Allah Vardi Khan himself He claims m them the credit of 
having conquered not only the forts on which they are carved, but thirteen other forts in the 
same area which are mentioned by name m two of the inscriptions examined below 

The Allah Vardi Khan Turkman of these inscriptions claimed descent from the famous 
Saljuqi sovereign, Sultan Sanjar (1086 — 1157 A D ) of Central Asia He came to India during 
the latter part of the reign of Emperor Jahangir (1606 — 1627 A D ) Through Ins brother, 
Mukhlis Klian, who was already m service as the companion to Prince Parviz, Allah Vardi was 
presented at the royal court Being a good sportsman and the inventor of a unique hunting 
device called Turkalani 2 , he soon won the favour of Jahangir who appomted him as Qarawal 
Begi, or Superintendent of hunting excursions, m 1626 AD At the very start of the reign of 
Shah Jahan in 1627 A D Allah Vardi Khan was admitted to the rank of the nobles of the 
court and was attached to Maliabat Khan, Khan Khanan, for active service m the field He 
displayed great valour at the siege of the fort of Parenda on the southern border of the Ahmadnagar 
kingdom and later under gha’ista Khan won signal laurels in capturing a large number of hill 
forts which are mentioned in the inscriptions studied below After these achievements m 
1636 A D , Allah Vardi Khan was appointed m succession as the Warden of Lucknow, Muttra and 
of the Imperial capital, Delhi In 1653 A D he accompanied Dara Shukoh in the expedition sent 
by §hah Jahan for retaking Qandkar from the King of Persia His behaviour during this expedi- 
tion having been adversely reported on, Shah Jahan deprived him of his title and rank, but in 
view of Ins past services assigned him the revenues of the paragana of Shank arpur as pension 
After a short interval, however, he was re-employed and appomted to the charge of Ehchpur, 
from which post he was raised to the governorship of the province of Berar He was again involved 
in a misunderstanding which led to his recall and confinement m his own house m the capital 
On the recommendation of one of the princes royal, he was sent to Jaunpur as its admimstrator 
and was later appomted governor of the province of Bihar About this time, Shah Shuja‘, the 
second son of Shah Jahan and Governor of Bengal, advanced from his province to 
march on Delhi, to take part in the fratricidal war which was occasioned by the news of the 
serious illness of Shah Jahan Allah Vardi, unwilling to oppose the advance of the prince 
through his area, retired to Benares where, however, Shah Shuja' succeeded m persuading him 
to join his cause m the impending struggle When the prince set out from Benares, Allah 
Vardi Khan changed his mmd and with all his adherents returned to Benares and shut himself 
Up m his house Shah Shu]a‘ too returned and by false means got hold of Allah Vardi and one 
of his sons by name Saifullah, and after parading them on elephant back through the city, put 
both of them to death (1657 AD) 3 

Plate IV(a) 

Inscription on the rock of the hill fort at Chandor, facing the town of Chandor m the taluka 
of the same name m the Nasik District The original size of the inscription is 3 f* 4 m by 2 ft 

6 m 

1 Bad'shah A dma oi Mulls, ‘Abdu’l Hamid Lahorl, (Bibl Ind ), Vo] I, Part 2, pp 146 48 

2 The device ‘Turkalani’ consisted of a senes of strong nets, the weight of-eighty camel loads, ten thousand 
Toyal yards long and six broad It was pitched like a tent with strong pole 0 , so that once a wild annual was 
eaught m the same, it could not break through the meshes 

3 Ma'athir ul TJmara (Bibl Ind ), Vol I, pp 207 215, 
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TEXT 

jA\ tU\ 


I *t*o 

ab« 


q 

ur 

tbo tjC 


A 

b )j i*i 5 ^i) 

J\*- iLi Ijh 1 ’' 


ZjJj yi 


H? ^ 


TRANSLATION 
Allah is Great 

(1) On tlic twelfth of §hn\vwnl 1015 II , (20th "March, 103Q AD) 

(2) corresponding to the first of the month of I'arwnrdui, m the (regnal) year nine, 

(3) this fort along with other forts winch 

(4) are (mentioned) m tho Anjra’I fort (inscription), §]iah Jahfin 

(5) were conquered by Allah VardI JDifm Turkman 

Mai mg due allowance for the gaps m the text above, its meaning and purpose are sufficiently 
clear AVhereas this inscription gn cs the 12th of fjhav u 11, 1015 II, ns the dnte of the fall 
of Ch'ndor fort, the court chronicles of isjiah Jahln assign the 10th of the same month of tho 
same year as the date of the fall 1 

Plato IV(b) 

Inscription engraved on the face of the rock to the right proper of the uppermost entrance 
of the hill fort at Indra’i in the Ch'mdor taluka of Nastk District The original size of the 
inscription is 4 ft 2 in by 2 ft 9 m 


TEXT 
jA | <sD| 

&U) ili) 

I 

O cV y q ^J) sU 

Jls ,JUsb ^ 

( gib ijjji i *» ta> 

<AJ^. b A*Aj ^j) 1-J) -1 aU) ^bllc 

i had&hah Nama of Mulla 'Abdu’l Hamid Labor!, (Bib! Ind ), Vol I, Part 2, p 146 Tho date m tho 
inscription is obviously more authentic than that given in tho Bad*hah Nama 



Plate V 


{a) Inscnption on a rock at the Dhodap Fort, Nasik District 



Scale 071 


(b) Inscription on the Jami' Masjid at Champaner 
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'll 


|4-w) iS ^£*0 SsJj 
4*Jj 4*U i --.Lm# 

AxJj jdJys. sJjj ixXs (UsoLo dxsutf i*Jj jjJy-T &*JJ 
4*15 ^/lLnJ I 4*1 j I ijb I 4*Jb tjXX^ 4*Jb 


TRANSLATION 
Alliili is Great 

Allah Allah Allah 

(1) On the sixteenth of the month of Shawwal, 1015 H (March 21, 1G3G A D ) correspond- 

ing to the fifth 

(2) of the month of Farwardin (of the) Ilahi (regnal) year 9, through the favour and dispensa- 

tion of 

(3) Muhammad the Apostle and under the prosperous shadow of Slnhlbu’d-Dm Muhammad, 
(1) the Second Lord of the Happy conjunction, Sh fill Jah.ln the gallant king , the humblest 
(5) of (Ins) sln\ cs AH "ill Vardl Khun Turkman (conquered) this fort (IndraT) with some 

(G) other forts, the names of which are written, in the course of two months 
(7) The Cliiindor fort, the Rljdliair fort, 

(S) the Kolair (Koledhair) fort, the Kiindinii and Mandinl forts, the Raula and Jaula 
(now known ns Raul) a and Jnulja) forts, the Markanda fort, 

(9) the Knnhera fort, the Aim ant fort, the Andtfilgar (also called Adialgarh) fort and the 
Riimsej fort 

As the abo\c te\t is engrued on the rock of the hill fort of Indr IT, the date 16th Shawwal, 
1015 H mentioned m it, olniousl) relates to the conquest of that particular fort, which we are 
told in another place, surrendered on the 19th Shawwfd of the same year 1 * * Allah Yard! 
Kban’s claim of having taken among other forts, the hill fort of Ramscj as well, is not borne 
out by his Chief Commander, SbilTsta Khan, who m his despatch received by Shah Jahan on the 
fifth of Shawwal gi\ cs the credit of conquering this fort to another officer, named Ahmad Khan 
Ni) Izi 5 

Plate V(a) 

The inscription is engraa cd on the face of the rock to the left side of the inner gateway of the 
lull fort at Dhodap m the Kalvun taluka of the Nasik District The original size of the inscription 
is 5 ft 9 in b) 3 ft 5 in 

TEXT 

y$\ <0J) 

&Ll) 4ll| diJ) 

(_jj) | ♦PM 4.U* jy * 1 ^ jLo 

i 

L.1 1 J * l . — '\xT-i | ♦ 4Am t 


1 BaiUJiuh A nina of Mulla ‘Abtlu’l Hamid Laborl, (Bibl Ind ), Vol 1, Part 2, p 140 For authenticity 

the date in the inscription is to bo preferred to that given by Mulla ‘Abdu’l Hamid Labor!, 

-ILid,p 130 
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JUSb y ) Jo 

..... iJ-k • • • 

^L: .Llob lV ,u o ,Lr 

<5jJj ^1 \jlrJjJ ub>- 
^OjJO ’ -^| jj!=*u-^ l^jJ ^*1 80jlj*5- L) Jj 

#j>Aj^ojU. irl3 l- -y 0 -* 
dUaa.lL'O £*Jj AJUx'lT 4*k» 

tefT dJ^y S*)5 <!j»J 3 ^ <t*A? 

<SjA 3 I — OjjtJ <t»A5 

TRANSLATION 
All'di is Great 

Allah Allah Allah 

(1) On tlio twenty-fifth of the month of Mulmrrnm, 10 10 II (Tunc, 20, 1C3G AD) corres- 

ponding to 

(2) the ninth of the month of Tir of the Illlu (regnal) } car 10, through tlio favour and by 

the dispensation of 

(3) Muhammad the Apostle and Ins descendants and under the prosperous 

(4) shadow 

(5) the Second, Shall Jaliftn, the gallant king , the humblest of the slavc3, 

(6) Allah Vardi Khan Turkruln, this fort of Dhodap 

(7) along with fourteen forts the names of vv Inch arc , during 

(8) four months, conquered The fort of Chandor, the fort of Indr.T! 

(9) the fort of Rajdhair, the fort of Ivolair (Koledhair), the fort of Iumdina, the fort of 

Manchna, 

(10) the fort of Kanher>, the fort of Jaulla, (Jnuljn) the fort of Raulia (Raulya), the fort 

of Murhanda 

(11) the fort of Ahivant, the fort of AmJiliigar (for Anchalgaj-h), the fort of Rumscj 

Notwithstanding its effaced fourth line, the nbov c inscription leav es no doubt that occurring 
as it does on the hill fort of Dhodap, its primary purpose is to record the date of conquest of 
that particular fort by Allah Vardf Khan, who mentions in it that he had taken this fort 
with fourteen other forts in the course of four months The number fourteen would be correct 
if it included the Dhodap fort as well, for this inscription enumerates the names of only 
thirteen forts besides that of Dhodap The thirteen names mentioned nbov e are identical with 
those given m +he Indra’i fort inscription (Plato IVb) The subjugation of these thirteen forts, 
according to that inscription, had taken tw o months before the fall of the last of them m the 
month of Shawwiil of the year 10 i5 H It thus appears probable that Dhodap fort, which fell 
four months after the others, provided a stiff task to the besiegers 
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In the nbo\e inscription too, Allah VardI Khan repeats Ins claim of having conquered the 
fort of Riimsej 1 * along with other forts, but what Sh.l’ista Khan, the Chief Commander of 
the expedition against the lull forts m question, had to say about this particular fort has 
nlrend} been mentioned abo\ c 

On the whole the interest of these three records would appear to he in the fact that barring 
a few minor \ nnations, the details embodied m them aro faithfully corroborated by the relevant 
contemporary chronicles of the reign of fjhiili Jaliln, which were being registered at a great 
distance from the scene of the occurrences mentioned m these inscriptions 


A PERSIVN INSCRIPTION FROM Tills JAMI‘ MASJID AT CHAMPANER 

B\ Q M JIoxErn, BA, FLA (London), Superintendent, Archaeological Survey, 

Westlp.n Circle, Poona 

Now a single street of mean huts, Cliampancr (North latitude 20° 30' and East longi- 
tude 70 3 30') m the ITalol taluqa of the Panch Mahals district of the Bombay Presidency, 
was one of the two most important cities in the whole of Gujarat between ld85 and 1535 
AD during which period it rose to be the second capital of the independent Sultans of 
Gujarat 3 

Trom 1300 AD till its conquest in 1181 AD by Sult'in Mahmud Bcgra (1458-1511 
A D ), the sixth king of Gujarat in the Ahmad Sjifilil line, Cliampancr with its adjoining hill 
fortress of Pnwngadli was the scat of a dynasty of Ghohiin Rajput chiefs, of whom the 
first to establish Ins rule at this place came into Gujarat from Ranthamboro m Mewar 
ns the result of the mansion of the latter country by the second Khalji Sult'in of Delhi, ‘Alnu’d- 
Dm (129G-131G AD) m 1299 AD 3 In 1418 AD the first realty independent Sultan of Gujarat, 
Ahmad Shah I (1411-1112 A D ), attacked the Ohohiin Ratal of Cliampancr in the capital of 
the latter, but retired with rich plunder and the promise of an annual tribute 4 Ahmad ghiih 
Is sou and successor, Sultan Muhammad SJulli I (1142-1451 AD), also led an expedition 
against Champnner in 1 150 A D , but on the arrival of the army of Sultan Mahmud JTlmljI 
of Mnlwa (113G-11G9 AD) to the help of the Ravel of this place, the Gujarat Sult'in beat 
a hasty Tetrcat to lus capital c About a quarter of a century later, m 1473 A D , Sultan 
"Mahmud Begpa plundered the country around Cliampancr and returned to lus capital without 
annexing an> part of it 5 Nine ) cars later, in 1182 AD, durmg tho reign of Mahmud 
Bc r, r,i again, one of Ins officers, bj name Mahk Sudha, led an incursion into the Champaner 
ternton , but found more than a match m Rnval Jaynsmgh the reigning chief of tho place, 
who defeated and killed the intruder This retaliation infuriated the Sultan into launching 

1 Thin is an isolated fort in tho Snhjfidrl raigo and 13 conspicuous all tho way fromNusik to tho north. 
Other forts arc all comprised within tho Sutmfila range 

: Gazrli'fr of the Bombay Presidency, Vol 111, Kaira and Panch Mahals, p 305 
= Ibid 

- « find (a, Urdu translation, Nanai Kishoro Press, Vol IT, p 278 

t Ibid , pp 280 287 

e 7/ifaru'l uahh (An Arabic History of Gujarat) by H5jl ad Dabir, Arahio Tost, oditod by Sir E Denison 
Boss, Vol I, pp 21 22 
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a powerful attack on Cliampaner in 1483 A D Jayasingh, unable to meet tbe vast mvadmg 
hordes in the open field, betook himself mto the impregnable fortress of Pawagadh, 
where he offered very stubborn resistance which prolonged the siege to over twenty months 1 
In the course of this siege the Sultan’s army is said to have shown signs of exhaustion In 
order to hearten it, he started the construction of a mosque in the town of Champaner, as 
an earnest of his determination not to leave the Pawagadh fort unconquered 2 At last 
Pawagadh surrendered, its ruler was taken prisoner and after a few months tortured to 
death During the protracted siege of Pawagadh, Mahmud Begra had come to like Champaner 
for its c lima te and scenery and, therefore, decided to make it his second capital Here 
he laid the foundation of a fortified town which he named Muhammadabad, and further 
gave it the status of a mint-town under the designation of ‘Shaihr-i-Mnhkarram’ or ‘the 
sacred town’ 3 * 

The scale and ornamental details of the plan of the mosque which he had begun to 
construct even while the result of the siege was undecided in 1483 A D were greatly enlar- 
ged, so that it took nearly thirty-five years to complete the whole edifice, which under the 
care it is receivmg from the Government of India is still m a very good state of preserva- 
tion and architecturally has been recogmzed as the finest m the whole of Gujarat 1 Its 
open court, which measures 178 ft from north to south by 216 ft from west to east, is 
enclosed on north, south and east by rows of open arcades and is entered through minor 
porches on the north and south sides and a larger and richly carved one on the east front 
The prayer-hall is 169 ft 6 m in length by 81 ft mside the walls, its north-west part 
covering an area of 45 ft by 28 ft , being screened off by stone panels of beautiful tracery 
work, for the use of female worshippers The hall is arranged into a senes of bays by rows of 
pillars, which number as many as 176 The terrace of the hall has eleven domes resting on it, m 
rows of four each m the front and back and one of three domes m the middle The facade has 
five arched entrances, of which the central one is the loftiest and double the width of others 
' The central entrance is flanked on either side by an exquisitely carved minor of six storeys, 
each of which rises to a height of 100 ft The four outer corners of the hall have each a 
50 ft high turret carved up to the roof level, above which it is plain and somewhat ungainly 
in appearance The inner face of the back or west wall of the prayer chamber is recessed 
with seven prayer-niches called mihrabs or qiblahs 5 

The central milirdb or prayer-niche of this mosque is somewhat more elaborately 
finished than the remaimng six mihrabs, and it is tins m which, according to Einshta, was 
installed an exceedingly beautiful mimbar or pulpit The same historian, writing of this 
pulpit and niche, quotes the following qi(‘a or stanza of three Persian couplets of a contem- 
porary poet of which the last couplet conveys the date of the consecration of the pulpit m 
this mche, through the numerical value of the letters making up the words ‘Uiuiba wa mimbar ’ 6 

1 Zafaru’i uahh, Vol I, pp 27 32 

2 Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol HI, Kaira and Pancli Mahals, p 305 

3 7afaru'l walih Vol I, p 31 

‘ Fergusson’s History of Indian and Eastern Architecture, Vol II, p 242 

5 Tor a detailed description of this mosque see Muhammadan Architecture tn Gujarat, Part II (Archaeological 
Survey of India, Kew Imperial Series Reports, Vol VI), pp 41 43 

6 Firi f_ta, Urdu Translation, Naval Kishore Press, Vol II, p 307 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) His Majesty tlie Shah of laudable recompense 

He (who is) the shield of hings and ehensher of rehgion , 

(2) In front of the prayer-niche, out of reverence 

Erected a pulpit graceful and pleasant , 

(3) The year of the date (of erection) of the pulpit and the niche 

Came to be recorded by (the words) Umtba wa mimbar (sermon and pulpit) 

The total of the numerical values of the Persian letters making up the Arabic words of the 
chronogram ‘ Uintba wa mimbar ’ mentioned in the second hemistich of the last couplet 
gives the year 914 of the Hijra era, corresponding to 150S-09 A D , when Mahmud 
Begra (1458-1511 A D ) was still alive and powerful The chronogram when read with duo 
regard to its connection with the context of other couplets leaves no room for doubt that it 
refers exclusn ely and pointedly to the date of erection of the pulpit and the niche only By a 
strange irony Briggs, the well known translator of Tdrlkh-i-Finsbta, has omitted to give a verba- 
tim translation of the couplets cited above, and has contented himself with substituting a free 
and mistaken gist of its sense to the effect that the words * Jchutba-wa-mimbar 5 of the chronogram 
v ere engraved on the pulpit, and that the year 914 H (1508-09 AD) accruing from them 
marked the date of the completion of the mosque as a whole 1 By a still stranger irony all 
modern writers who had occasion to write about or refer to the history of this mosque have 
repeated the mistake made by Briggs and have accepted 914 H as the date of the completion 
of the mosque itself 2 These writers have gone further and have alleged that the tablet 
engraved with the chronogram mentioned above was originally set up above the central mihrab 
and that it has for long been missing from its place, and also that the two tablets extant above 
the minor mihrab directly to the left and right of the central one are inscribed with a verse 
from the Qur'an 3 

Lately, I utihzed the occasion of my inspection of the Jami‘ Masjid at Champaner for 
scanning the texts of the so-called verses from the Qur’an on the two tablets mentioned above 
The weathered surface of these oblong tablets of stone adds not a little to the difficulty of 

1 Briggs, Finshta, Vol IV, page 70 

2 Gazetteer nf the Bombay Presidency Vol m, ICaira and Paneh Mahals district, p 309 Burgess, Muham 
madan Architecture m Gujarat, Part II (Archaeological Survey of India, New Imperial Senes Eeport, Vol. VI), 
p 42, Marshall, Cambridge History of India, Vol III (Chapter XXTTI The Monuments of Muslim India) 
pp 612 613, Commissanate, History of Giyaiaf, Vol I, p 202 

3 Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, Vol HI, ICaira and Paneh Mahals distnet, p 309 Burgess, Muham- 

madan Architecture in Gujarat, Part II (Archaeological Survey of India, New Iropeml Series Eeport, VoL VI), 

p 42, Commissanate, History of Gujarat, Vol I, p 202 
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deciphering the texts which are inscribed on them in most intricately interlaced letters of the 
Thulth style of Arabic script A little concentration on these tablets, though without my fully 
solving the puzzle of interlocked words and letters, left me m no doubt that while the writing on 
the tablet above the niche to the proper left of the central mihrab represents indeed a text 
from the Qur'an, that on the other tablet above the niche to the proper right of the central 
mihrab could not be a text from the Qur’an as has all these years been held to be the case 
As the inscriptions on both the tablets are not m relief but are inlaid m black letters flush 
with the buff surface of the plaque, I had to content myself with a photographic copy of the 
inscription, the text of which I beheved could not be a verse from the Qur’an This copy as 
reproduced m the plate attached to this article will show that the inscription it represents is 
arranged m two lmes one above the other, while its text ns transcribed below will make it 
quite clear that, comprising as it does four Persian couplets, it constitutes the genuine dated 
epigraph commemorating the completion of the construction of this mosque, which came 
about m 924 H (1524 AD) in the reign of Mahmud Begra’s son and successor Sultan 
Muzaffar Sliah II (1511-1525 AD), full ten years later than the date (914 H ) hitherto 
accepted in consequence, on the one hand of relying on Briggs’ distorted summary of the 
relevant portion of Finshta’s account, as pointed out above, and on the other of regarding 
both the extant tablets in this mosque as inscribed only with some verses from the Qur’an, 
without any attempt bemg made to see what exactly they stood for 
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TiiANSLATION 

(1) Jami‘ Masjid of sublime construction 

Came to be completed by the grace and help of Allah , 

(2) Whereas the charter of its construction from the beginning 

Bore the superscription Whosoever buildeth for God , a 

(3) On account of its sublime height, its mihrab 

Looks like the crescent m the sky , 

t4) Nme hundred and twenty plus four 

Reckon from the Hijra of the Apostle of Allah 

1 I acknowledge my indebtedness to Principal M Shall of the Oriental College, Lahore, for the kind help 
given m deciphering the text of this inscription 

*> OJ 

2 Refers to the well known Hadith of the Prophet ^ till /I aJJ) sllu J j U=w» dJJ 

meaning “ Whosoever buildeth for God a place of worship bo it like a nest of a qalal (a kind of bird) God 
buildeth for him a house m Paradise ” 
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The date 924 H (1524 A D ) recorded m the last couplet above settles once and for all the 
dateTofthe final completion of the Jami‘ Mas] id at Champaner, while the pear 914 H hitherto 
accepted relates to the time of the installation of the pulpit m the central nnlnab, which not 
improbably was set up earher to allow of the religious service to be held as soon as possible, 
pending the completion of other parts of the building, which, judging from the inscription under 
notice took ten years more to complete after the pulpit was estabhshed in it, m 914 H The 
pulpit, which must have been of extraordinary grace and elegance, is no more m its place, and 
may be assumed to have been removed by some vandal during the unsettled times that 
followed the disruption of Mushm sovereignty m these parts in 1727 A D 


TWO INSCRIPTIONS FROM SHERPUR, BOGRA DISTRICT, BENGAL 

By Maulavi Shamsuddin Ahmad, M A , Indian Museum, Calcutta 

- In April 1938, the late Mr N G Majumdar, Superintendent, Archaeological Section, Indian 
Museum, was pleased to offer me an opportunity to visit the historical remams at blierpur and 
inspect two Persian inscriptions there, information about which was received by him some time 
ago My visit to the place was of immense \ alue by enabling me to study the records in 
the original with the aid of local conditions and environments Babu Sailendranath Ghosh, 
Photographer of the Archaeological Survey, Eastern Circle, who accompanied me m the tour, 
kindly secured for me the estampages of the inscriptions and my thanks are due to him 

One of the two inscriptions was noticed by Dr Paul Horn in 1894 1 , but as his reading of 
the text and the translation are exceedingly faulty and doubtful, I venture to publish afresh 
m this paper both the epigraphs, the second one of which the Doctor expressed his inability to 
decipher 2 

Sherpur, the place where the inscriptions have been found, is situated on the west bank of the 
n\ er Karatoya, at a distance of about 16 miles due south of Bogra, the headquarter town of the 
district and about a couple of miles from the present Sherpur Municipality It is mentioned 
by Abu’l-Fadl as Sherpur Murcha, to distinguish it from another town of the same name in 
Mymensingh district which is popularly' known as Dashlahoma, and is identified with the pargana 
MihmanBhahi 3 

Sherpur being centrally situated in a northern district of Bengal, its importance was 
early felt by Sher Shah, who conceived the idea of turning it into a strong military post ; 
but the disturbance m the west and north-west parts of his realm called away his attention and 
the idea was left unrealised During the transition period, when the province of Bengal was 
passing from the hands of the Bengal Sultans to the Mughals, it became the refuge of rebels 
and outlaws The refractory zemindars and nobles of the surrounding districts made Sherpur 
their rendezvous, wherefrom they would issue forth against the suzerain power at opportune 
moments and recede when hard pressed The town giew gradually in importance and in subse- 
quent times became the scene of a senes of events some of which are enumerated below 

In 1580 Akbar’s erroneous policy of promulgating his new faith, Dmi-Ilahi and enforcing 
the Branding Regulation, coupled with his reducing by half the field service allowance of 
the army, 4 created extreme discontent in the camp as well as among the masses The 

i E I , Vol II, pp 288 289 

3 Iiid,p 290 

3 Jarett, A’in i A! ban, p 138 

« Cambridge History of India, Vol IV p 125 
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situation m Bengal and Bihar took a serious turn and n section of the infatuated people 
openly decided on rebellion Taking ndvnntngc of this confusing state of affairs the Qriqahrds, 
the Turk fief-holders of Ghornghfit in Rnngpur district, also reliellcd M.Vsum Khan Kabuli, n 
former jagtrdar under Akbar, turned against the latter and joined the Qfiqgbfils Ho further 
joined hands with other rebels who had already occujned the stronghold of 'jherpur, which jilace 
they made the centre of nctn it} 1 gb.Ihbiiz Kliiin, Go; ernor of Bengal, was drafted by Aklnr to 
suppress the rising and bring the affairs of Bengal under control He accordingly arrived at 
the scene by a rapid march, inflicted a crushing defeat on Mn'sunt and his confederates, and 
dispersed them on the 2Gth November 1583 - After driving the rebels from the country he 
re-called the atnirs and loyal fief-holders and restored them to bherpur 

Shfdibaz Khan then began to regard the place ns the most strategic situation, and mastering 
his forces and local grandees there, established n watch on the movements of the dispersed rebels 
In the meantime Dastam Khan Q’lqibal, the ring Under of the rebels, after their dispersal 
proceeded towards the north eti rottt( to Ghoraghiit, carrying on deprcdntion in the districts 
that lay r on his w ay, and finally invested Ghoraghiit Bnbu’i Mnnkiih, a federal amir, was sent 
against him from the central force at ishcrpiir lie defeated and killed Distnm nnd recovered 
Ghoraghiit m 1583 3 

After the defeat at Sherpur Mh'siim Klmn fled to rntlmbiid (Farulpur and part of Tcssore 
District) and thence crossed over to Dacca nnd formed nil alliance with Kcdnr R n, who had 
already taken shelter with ‘Isa Khan, one of the most intelligent nnd shrewd Bhutan s (zemindar-) 
of Bengal The union of the three forces of Ala* sum, Kednr llni nnd ‘Is! IQ, fin formed n 
formidable body, which swept over the whole area from Dacca right up to the neighbourhood 
of Sherpur In 1595, Rnjn Jinn Singh, who was then Governor of Bengal, marched out from 
Ahbarnagar (Rajmahal), which place he had chosen for the sent of Ins government, nnd met the 
rebels The enemy unable to resist the imperial nrmv , crossed the Brnlimnputri nnd surrendered 
all the possessions they had captured on the west of the river On account of the approach of 
the runs Raja Man Singh decided to encamp at Sherpur, nnd built a fort there which he named 
Sallmnagar in honour of prince Sah'm, afterwards the emperor Jnlnnglr 4 

In 1012 H (1632 AD) i c, in the early years of S.hiih Julian, one Mua'z/am Klrm had 
erected a congregational (£-«U) mosque nt Sherpur - This nnd other archaeological evidence 
show that gherpur was in the zenith of its prosperity in the reign of SJhfili Julian With the 
decline of the Mughal power in India, the glory of gljerpur seems to have been on the 
wane The town was apparently’ abandoned for unknown reasons about the end of the ISth 
or early in tho 19th century’ It has now become a dense forest inhabited by wild beasts and 
speckled with old shrines, mosques and a few other historical remains 

There is no explicit mention m any historical record of tho person who laid the foundation 
and peopled the town of Sherpur The foregoing evidence how ever goes to show that Sherpur was 
already an established city in the early period of Akbnr’s reign It is not unreasonable therefore 
to suppose that the town was actually founded either by bher Shall himself, as the name 
denotes, or by one of his heutenants who caused it to bo called after his master’s name Similar 
examples of founding a number of towns m his name and renaming the old ones are not wanting 

1 Albarnama Vol III, p 418 

* Cambridge History of India, Vol IV, p 132 

5 Albarnama, Vol IV, p 403 

* Albarnama, Vol III, p 097 

* E I Vol n, p 290 
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in the pages of contemporary history Slier Shah laid, for instance, the foundation of another 
blierpfir m Birbhum district, 16 miles due west of Qasimbazar, 1 Murshidabad and renamed 
old cities, e g Shergarh for Delhi, Qannau], bhaqqi Bakr m Smd and so on 2 

The two epigraphs that are being edited in the present paper have been found fixed m the front 
wall, each on one side of the central entrance leading to the prayer-chamber of a mosque locally 
called Kherua mosque, now in rums at Sherpur The inscription on the left slab indicates that 
the sanctuary was built by Mirza Murad Khan son of Jauhar ‘All Khan Qaqshal on the 25th 
Dhu’l-hijja, 989 H (20th January, 1582) 

The mosque is situated about a mile west of the Karatoya river It measures 60 feet 
by 16 feet inside and the thickness of the walls is 6 feet At each corner there stands a 
massive pillar decorated with carved bricks 

Excepting these corner pillars the structure presents a simple style without much orna- 
mentation, but the building is crou ned with three domes The prayer-hall can be approached 
from the east by three entrances pierced in the front wall, and from the north and south by 
doorways opened in the walls on those sides It is remarkable to note that no trace of door- 
jambs or lintels is observed in them 

The mosque has been long abandoned and is covered all over with trees, some of which have 
struck root in it and m consequence several fissures have appeared in the walls and domes of 
the shrine 

Murad Khan, the builder of this mosque, was a Turk who claimed descent from the 
Qiqshal family These Qiiqshals seem to have emigrated to Bengal in the early days of the 
Mughal supremacy m India They were apparently divided into two groups, one of which 
settled m Ghor'ighat, which pargana was assigned to them after the conquest of Bengal by Akbar 
The leader of this group was Majnun Khan, who was succeeded on his death by Babu’f Qaqshal 
then an aged man 3 The other group on the other hand, preferred their home at Sherpur 
Murcia and followed the lead of Jauhar ‘A IT Kjjan and on his death, of Murad Khan The 
Qaqshlls seemed to have all along been loyal to the Mughal sovereigns, but during the rising 
that pen aded throughout Bengal, on account of Akbar’s enforcing the unhappy Branding 
Measure, the Qlqsbals of Ghor.Tghat under Babii’I cast their lot with the rebels as mentioned 
above They further joined with Ma'sum Kabuli, the terror of Bengal, and brought untold 
misery upon the people as well as on the imperial army The Qaqahals of sherpur, however, 
adhered to the suzerain power and were never led away by the intrigue of the mischief -mongers 
In recognition of his merit and good services to Akbar, Murad Khan received m 988 H 
(1580 A D ) the distinction of ‘Khan’ and was elevated to the rank of one thousand horse 4 
He moreover rendered many valuable services to Shahbaz Khan and Raja Man Singh respectively 
m suppressing the disaffection caused by the cohesion of Ma'siim Khan’s army with those of 
ELedar Rai and ‘Isa Khan, the most powerful and terrible among the Bhiaans of East Bengal 

The inscription slabs have been pierced in the centre , the perforation m the one is rectan- 
gular and in the other vase-shaped The texts which enclose the central hole are carved m 
raised letters on black slabs of stone The one on the left side measures, across the inscribed 
face, 4 feet 2 inches by 2 feet 3 inches, and the other on the right, 3 feet 3 inches by 2 feet 2 
inches The epigraph on the left slab consists altogether of 14 hnes, excluding the head hne 
invocation The first two hnes indicate the name of the donor and the date of founding the 

i Qanungo’s Sher Shah, p 173 footnoto 

*Ibid,p 383 

t Ma’aihtru'l- Omara, Eng trans , p 335 

* Al-barnama, p 304 
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mosque, and tlie remaining lines contain the parable of two pigeons that approached the 
custodian of the moMjue, Faqlr ‘Abdus gained, with a prajcr to permit them to take 
shelter in it The inscription on the right slab comprises 11 lines in all and gi\c 3 pious 
instruction on chant) , enumerating some practical wa>s of attaining immortality 

It is interesting to note tint, unlike records dedicated on similar occasions, the present 
epigraphs begin abruptly with the Mibjcct matter without an) prelude such as suitable quotations 

from the Qin’an or Haihfh It is all the more peculiar that even the preliminary verse ajJ| ( 

has been omitted here These peculiarities mil) lie pro\ lsionall) accounted for b) supposing that 
the hbert) of thought introduced b) Akbar in matters of religion and the consequent relaxation 
in the observance of tune honoured practice thereof are responsible for such departure from 
usual custom 

The inscriptions arc written in beautiful A T «sJJs characters, the language being Persian The 
absence of necessary dots on letters renders the stud) of the epigraphs immensel) difficult 3ly 
reading of the texts of inscriptions is given below — 

(1) Inscription on the left slab — 

I 1 tirjd ) l) 

Lines 

q £2^1 y I'D 4uS y (1) 

| ttew 6 u' 1 — d)y ]jy L_)kj V -jl*JU*b (2) 
JijlS jXS3 (<j) (tj) i -dji jjbk. 4 J* Y 'i (3) 

U°y j] j d!djf «X.’vX*J dy [j.4 j) | •Ijj*-*' (4) 

U ; u ^)y r ^|o ( ^lb ) »lb ; (<j) r b yfU* t&j) if ( dJd/) a-'jy (5) 

U) 4-> \y V J>? jici) dyy dkisjji. ^ Allxi) dsw (6) 
JtiJO ifjt iXv.1 aT d~y b>- t. * * iil*j yy j] Jobs* (7) 

^ d&)y.yj yd Jlbj dd 1)-^ 4 1 (8) 

^.)Lw tyyi] ddjf pb-* i_)Lb*J) i (9) 

4-> oUax) Ij aobb yc u!)'^ didJL \y y ^ dJdjf (10) 
Jyy< i;br-JO 4J" <SJ ^jcy ^U| Ojl> (U) 

ixulu (12) 

ysj J9 vJ £ idjf lu tXsvw y} Left wing (13) 
Jbkjb u lsalx^A^ ^j) Eight wing (14) 



(a) Inscription from Khema Mosque, Sherpur, Bogra District 


Plate VI 




Scale 125 




TWO INSCRIPTIONS FROM SHERPuR, BOGRA DISTRICT, BENGAL 


21 


TRANSLATION 

0 the Mamfester of wonders • Observation on Monday the 25th Dliu’l-hma, 989 H (20th 
January, 1582) with the aid of Nawab Mirza Murad Khan, (the construction of) the mosque 
commenced On the 2nd day, Tuesday, the 26th of the present month, two green pigeons flew 
down from the air and perched in the vicinity of the mosque and appearmg before FaqTr Abdus- 
Samad made obeisance to him After finishing the blessing of welcome, they (the pigeons) said 
“ We are coming from holy Mecca and greet the name and prosperity of the lord We implore 
a shelter m this mosque for ourselves as well as for our friends ” The Faqir answered “Why not 2 
but the mosque is small and, heaven forbid that any violence from the people of the time should 
come upon you ” They said “Whoever intentionally afid knowingly should cause it, wall in 
return receive the same , (but) he will feel more from the Dispenser of favours (God) ” They then 
saluted and disappeared An answer from an inarticulate bemg cannot be regarded as possible 
The object of story was that after the completion of the mosque and its arrangement 
the poor pigeons should not be molested 

This mosque was built by the exalted and high Murad Khan, son of Jauhar ‘All Khan 
Qaqshll 

(II) Inscription on the right slab — 


Ml 

Lines 

(<j) S,|dAJ| (1) 

^ tjjj cAJ^J OtA'* drvolflj j tSJji jiz cO j cjj]* jO j<Jj) tA*-) if *AA|^- 2 w if jib lAJjj (B) 

tS liib J - Oji fji <AJy *■ -iji Ifa. if ^ j tAA^O iyf (_]) JLc*) j (3) 

( Oj-RawO j SjZyrC j L t — >l}j] ji) 


J0| (Uftf jX} j - (<j) 1 jkiXS (4) 


c. — y 

j <A ‘ (_Jj 

j\ cub 1 ’-! — SjJ Aj-eJ 


> J ;; Ul 


L -.jA 

^ i)L) j| ^ 

( 5 ) 


dd° J 

iAjLuJ 




Jiji - iA»;>y <~j)y jtAii <_> y* <A-*J if l yji' ^AJ - 1 AO j| (6) 

bdjjjjJ tAsuw^ j SiAAAvf* i-A ) j ^Ic j JcAA-a 

8(AjIAj t ^ (7) 

jJjtfjd (A sum* Jf] yjj'i ( 8 ) 
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i °ju i<x*l (9) 

«Jt^ e J Allx-w) ji) Aixl) « IOjS (10) 

^Lcui)| 2 |i>j| &S ijx*| (IP) 


TRANSLATION 

To begin with It is narrated that whoever desires thnt lie imj bo counted, after Ins death, 
among the living ones and that people may remember bun with respect, and help him with bless- 
ings, should try to (a) build a mosque, (b) excavate a tank, (c) erect a mnmr, (d) lay out a 
garden, or (e) do other good work such ns give charity to the recluse if he happens to pa*s by 
his cell These works will sun no him as his memorials It is moreover likely that 
through their agency, he, in some auspicious and pious moment, inn} fall into tho fin our of a 
worthy man And also it is said “ The man is not dead who leases behind him a bridge or a 
mosque or a tank, or a shelter for vny-fnrcrs If no memorial outhxes a person, the tree of his 
existence has not, as it were, borne fruit If a man passes aw in nnd no trace of an} good deed 
remains after lnm we should not recite ‘Al-hmmlo' ( Praise be to God) on Ins death ” Of the 
admonitions of Shaikh AbuT-Lnith Samarqandi is the following — 

“ There are five things the rewards of which are c\cr recorded m the name of tho doer after 
his death , (a) To give the Qur'an in chanty, (b) to teach religion, (r) to excavate a tank, 
(d) to erect a mosque and (e) to plant a tree , and peace ” 

PS — As on the 26th, the day of the commencement of the mosque, two pigeons carno 
frqm holy Mecca and implored the permission of tho Faqir to take shelter in the mosque, they 
after its completion, maj re-appear and ask for shelter It is hoped that none will persecute 
them, and that they may receive blessing 


MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS FROM BHONRVSA, GWVLIOR STATE 
B\ Ram Singh Sahsina 

Bhonrasa (24° 8' E and 78° 4" K), though a decaying town, is still the headquarters of the 
Tappa (Sub-Tahsd) in the Bhilsa distnet of tho Gwalior State The nearest railway stations 
are Kethora and Bamora on the Delln-Bombay main line of the GIF Railwa} Bhonrasa 
is about fi ' miles from Bamora by a road which runs up to Seronj A feeder road from Kethora 
joins the Bamora Seronj road at the 5th mile of this road The Bhilsa-Pnchhar road which 
joins the Agra-Bombay trunk road also touches Bhonrasa, the distance between Bhonrasa 
and Deharda on the Agra-Bombay road being about mnet}-six miles 

The town of Bhonrasa is situated on a rocky eminence between the Markande 
stream and the river Betwa, the former joining the Betwa about a furlong and 
a half below the town As usual with places of antiquity, Bhonrasa also enjoys the tradition 
of being a very ancient site, and there the great sage Markande is said to have performed one 
of his services A small lunda about three miles to the south west of the town and led 
by a perennial spring, is still considered to be the favourite spot of the Markande Ruin The 
spring water after replenishing the lunda joins the adjacent water-shed and becomes a 
rivulet, which derives its name from this RishI and is known as the Markande river, 
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Apart from the traditions it is certain that the locality was once a great centre of the 
Hindu religion, for about a rrnle to the north of the present town of Bhonrasa, on a low 

hillock, he the ruins of a group of temples of the 10th to 11th centuries The temples have a tank 

in their close vicinity which has silted up now and the area covered by the 'ruins is occupied by 
a, grave-yard, known as the Band! Bagh 

According to another tradition, the town was founded by one Raja Bhanwar Singh and 
named after him This Raja is said to have been a feudatory chief of the rulers of the 

historic province of Chanden, but the fact has not so far been co nfi rmed 

Be that as it may, it is certain that the ancient town to which the above mentioned Hindu 
ruins belonged ceased to exist before the present town of Bhonrasa was founded, apparently 
by Muslim kings in the 14th century A D The old trunk road from Delhi to the Deccan 
passed through this area, and Bhonrasa being situated near the bank of the river 
Betwa served as a strategic post of defence, which fact seems to have been responsible for 
the establishment of a military camp here during the reigns of the Sultans of Malwa and their 
governors at Chanden Later on it seems to have been converted into a halting place orf the 
royal road and with the construction of the present fort under the Muglials a regular town 
grew up here It is also probable that the officers m charge of the town in due course grew 
so powerful as to defy the authority of the governors at Chanden and to style themselves 
as governors This air of superiority is to be scented in the inscriptions and also m the 
lofty mosques and mausoleums which were built by them 

With the decline of the Muslim rule Bhonrasa seems to have been successfully held by 
the Bundela Rajas of Chanden and the RhiCu Rajput rulers of Bajrangadh till the Marathas 
took it finally towards the middle of the 18th century They hold it to this day 

In Muslim records Bhonrasa finds frequent mention and is described as a qasba in the 
sarLar (district) of Chanden Bhonrasa is also called a town in various inscriptions on the 
monuments in the town I have not come across any descriptive account of Bhonrasa m 
the records at my disposal, but only the bare mention of the name of the town as referred to 
above This has made it difficult to throw any light on the true history of the town or 
the various personages named m the inscriptions under notice 

The inscriptions studied below belong to the Muslim period and may roughly be 
arranged in three groups, viz — (a) the town inscriptions (6) the Bada Bagh inscriptions and (c) the 
Band! Bagh inscriptions They ha\e been recently discovered by the Archaeological Depart- 
ment of Gwalior State, and are bemg edited for the first time by the courtesy of the said 
Department 


Group A — Inscriptions in the Town 
No 1 — Inscription on a stone post near the mam gate of the fort 

This fragmentary inscription is the oldest so far found at Bhonrasa It is inscribed 
on a stone-post fixed at present near the mam gate of the fort The inscribed surface measures 
3' 9" by O' 11" The inscription is bilingual, the text m each language comprising fourteen long 
or short lines The text at the top is in Persian, the characters bemg NasUil The inscription 
in the lower part is m Hindi with a few words in defective Sanskrit and the script is Deva 
Nagari of a late period The style of writing of the record is crude in both languages As 
the inscriptions! stone is damaged in several places it is difficult to decipher the- text in lull 
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TSig deciphered portion of the Persian test contains the name of the son of Mahmud Shah, 
the king of Malwa, and an order regarding the remission of some taxes in which jizya 
is also included 

The Hindi text contains the date, Wednesday, the 5th of the dark-half of the month 
of Phalguna in V S 1540 (1483 A D ) and also refers to the revival of worship, and prevention 
of acts of vandalism possibly m regard to some temple, during the reign of Sultan Ghiyjth Shah 
of Malwa, to whose reign the record belongs 1 

The Persian text has been deciphered as follows — 

Plate VII (a) 


•••(!) 

, iakw • • • L-lll ^ ^ jj j 

diL,* ' lab w uLw . % ( (f^) 

• • • • • (t*) 

sssmi j ^ djp. > 

w 

• • e • • . . I — sLsLa/O 

» . . . . SJjXSlJ* d.L^ «ulL> . , (y) 

« « !Jli TO 

‘ (*1) 

* * * * • * • • . . . . . ( | *) 

j . tlj*. Oji.4 j piw» ( | | ) 

• • • * i — ~**1 , (it) 

’ * ' S) ^ — ^*1 y& ^ j . (jp-) 

3^ . . . . (jit) 

TRANSLATION 

1 

*•**•**» • * • 

2 ills Majesty king of king 3 

^ * ••* •• son of Mahmud Shah Sultan, may God perpetuate his 

kingdom and authority I 

s~np‘u” u ‘is '. example of tb,e religious toleration of Muslim kings, tide Dkumcsh vara Temple 



(«) Inscription of Ghiyathu'd-Dm Khalji of Mahva 
from Bhomasa, Gwalioi State 


Plate VII 
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4 . the exalted Khan Slier Elian, the fief-holder 

5 . province of Chanden, the qizya, the hunters’ tax, 
the pohce tax 

6 . . Bhonrasa {and its) suburbs . baqqdl (the grocer) 

7 the grocers and artisans 

8 from the current year onward 

9 .... 

10 . . 

11 Muslim and Hindu from the qi zya, the hunters’ tax, the 

pohce tax 

12 . . . . if he is Muslim 

13 if he is an infidel from his infidelity 

14 cow .action 


HINDI VERSION 
Plate VH (a) 

* [ftfMftl] Hclrj [c$ IW° qq srfi? 9. 

^ [flU +!VKlol[>lT]ftKt'3l •qltiC'JtclI'l] 

^ H HTf% <l3[^] t)^<t 

8 ft <31*1 qittq hUT% 

y. 3 ft] Mt 

^ vr ft [?] 4Utw [h] , +l*U<U H H 

'Q qillt W =*11 ft] 3 3 rfT . . . . 

c ^ ctqil qi*t3 Hftut %?••'••• 

<L H lit til's? fttil ft] 3T % [?] ffT 

*3 qiU ’ft ti<* ,UT 

\\ H Mt<d felt f ^ [Iv^] fH fe[f] 

^ ftlt] *HK 'hi Miy ft [f] 

ft ti^i tm «tTl ^ [h] 


^8 H'lrj- 
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TRANSLATION ' 

1 Victory, in the } car 1510 [V S ] niontli Phalguna 

dark (half) 5th (date) 

2 the day (being) Wednesday (in the reign of) Mahardp 1 

dhira] Shn Sultan 

3 Ghiyth §huh lord of Clmndcri pro\ nice 

1 . . . Bhonmsa town . . . 

5 6 (for) worship and offering 

7-8 .town Bhonrn«a 

9-10 . . whoeaer he the Commander 

11 if he be Hindu will be 

12 Culpable of the sin of killing cons (if he) be n Muslim 

13 (for lmn) is boar oath .... . .. 

1 1 (So it) be 

No 2 — Inscription on on old ircli inside the fori 

This veil has been hewn m the hung rock, and the little structural work done on the 
top is in ruins now This inscription is canid in relief on n tablet measuring 2 ft 1 m 
1>) 1 ft 5 in The epigraph consists of ten lines and the st^lo of writing is A'oiM'/ij of a 
crude type The language is Persian and the inscription, which is m acne 1 , refers to tho 
construction of a well bj order of the Mughal Lmperor Akbar the Great in 992 If (15SI t D ) 
The date is gnen both m words and figures The inscription nlso mentions the name of 
one ‘Umar Husain who composed the record 

My reading of the text is gi\cn below — 


PlatoWH (b) 

It j! . . . . . ( i ) 

ir 3 • • • • • • * • » (*i) (t*) * 

. . . . ’ . yjtf £ i_>I *»U. tjaf (f') 


• • * » 'Oyp >‘V*T (p) 

;! 'Jar uh*; f (0) 

)f- ; *• **) \jSjA (t) 

t aS fe. (lj) j -Jlsrip J 1 - (V) 

\} yJ ’ <y , iV - o &><< ,jLj l sf 

* 1 Mr * ^v.N^cdJblS (<f) 

Uj i3V« u JL*jZj 


1 The metro of tho verso is 



Plate VIII 


{a) Inscription on the Markande Gate, Bhonrasa Fort, Gwalior State. 



Scale 166 

(6) Inscription of Auiangzeb fiom a mosque at Bhonrasa 
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i 


TRANSLATION - 
0 Opener' 

1 ‘ . an act of grace by the great Khan (*) 

,2 , . . to make his name,, famous m the -world 

3 (caused), to be hewn (in rock) a well 

4 (and thus) water, gushed out . , . bke the water o£ Kauthar 

5 During the ]ust rule of Akbar the victorious 

6 delightful without why or wherefor 

7 I asked the Pleiades for the date They said, 

8 “ (was) dug in the year nine hundred ninety two , I tell thee ” 

9 iComposed by ‘Umar Husain 992 H. (1584 A D ) 

No 3 — Inscription on the Marlande Gate in the outer ramparts of the fort 

This inscription records the construction of the Fort of Bhonrasa by one Hasan Khan 
during the reign of Akbar m 1694 A D The Markande Gate, on which the inscription is set up, 
is a gate in the outer walls of the fort It faces the south and is called Markande on account 
of the streamlet which it overlooks 

The inscription, which is set in a niche over the gate, measures 2 ft 6 in by 2 ft 4 m 
and consists of ten lines of Persian verse 1 The style of wilting is NasM My reading of 
the text is as follows — 


Plate VIII (a) 
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’«Tho metro of -the verso is ^.and the date found from the chronogram is 1003 H 

( 1694 A D ) 
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TRANSLATION 

I confess that there is no god but God, (Who is) one (and lias) no partner. 

God The record (of the) fort (of) Bhonrasa 

1 During the reign of the King of sc\cn climes, Jnliilu'd-Din Muhammad SJinh.Akbar; 

2 One thousand and three was tho Ilijn jear when this circular fort was completed 

3 Hasan Khun of exalted rank built this beautiful and ornate (edifice) 

4 Tho young man (Hasan Khun) who m oourago and aalonr is like a tiger or a lion 
,5 ‘Umar Khun and all his (Hasan Khan's) sons and Ins brothers, retain cs and fncnd3 

constitute his army 

G (He) made the place tho refuge of Muslims, may God reward him in this world as 
noli ns m the next! 

7 For its chronogram Wisdom suggested the word Bngh (garden) calculate the numeri- 

cal aaluo of the word according to tho Abjail sjstcm and determine the date 

8 From Fatln alas . ...... 


No 4 — Inscription on the Jaq'irddr's mosque 

This mosque is situated outside the fortifications of the town, but being not far from it 
the inscription has been included m the town group The mosque was constructed by some 
Jagird'r whose name or family connections arc not known non The building has no other 
attraction than the inscription, winch is fixed in flic middle of tho back-wall of the 
prayer-hall The text is can ed m relief on a t lblet n Inch measures 3 ft 8* m by 10 m 

TEXT 

w l W m 

4JJl ^ J <4U) tij'g) 1'1 <d| H BjU. b (|) 

| . qp <Oa BjU. b 

I rf«“0 ^ ( I* - 1* ) 

TRANSLATION 

1 0 1 Protector 1 There is no god but God and Muhammad is the apostle of God In 
the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionate 1 0 Protector ! j ear 1094 
H (1683 AD) 

2-4 Throne \erse Qur'an , ch II, v 23G, year 21 (Regnal) of Aurang(zeb’s) rule. 

Group B — Monuments in Baba Baojt 
No 5 — Inscription oicr (he milirdh vn the Great Mosque m Bada Bagh 

From the prominent position this inscription occupies, it is apparent that it has belonged to 
this mosque from the beginning It is cut m relief m a bordered panel measuring 2 ft 5 in 
by 1 ft 1 m and consists of six hnes The first five lines are written in Nashb characters 
and contain holy texts The last line is in the NastaTiq Btyle and the text refers to the 
construction of a mosque by Nawub Ikhlas Khun m the reign of Aurangzeb in 1096 H 
(1G85 AD ) As Nawub Ikhlls Khan’s name is mentioned in other inscriptions of the place 
it appears that ho was an important official under the Mughals 

The inscription also mentions the name of one Kamal Khan of Lahore who seems to have 
been a mm or official under Nawub Ikhlas Khan 
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Plate VIII (b) 

4b] l| <jJ|D © ^ ^ 

I wT ( 0 - V ) 

^Lc jjA ^Jtr sL> ^sn> ^ 1 * ^ ) *V ib*“ ^ 00 

( 

l — >j All.) ^LavV&l) l— >]yj UjyS-G ^yj] 

I 

O <3au f Aj ^JIaai U^- ^l 1 -^! ^j- 3 ) 

r translation 

1 The Bismilla and the Islamic creed 
2-5 Throne verse, Qur’an, ch 2, v 256 

6 In the year one thousand ninety-six Hijri and twenty-seventh (regnal year of) 
Aurang(zeb) Shah, the conquered of the world, the victorious, this mosque of Nawab 
Ikhlas Khan, who is restmg m Paradise, was completed under the supervision of 
the (humble) servant of God, Kamiil Khan son of Alahdad Khan, now residing m 
the city of Lahore 

Nos 6-8 — Three inscriptions from the Great Mosqi e, Bada Bdah 

These three inscriptions are also set up in the Great mosque, but as their calligraphy 
is different from that of inscription No 4 they may have originally belonged to another 
mosque or a mausoleum and may have been put up here after the decay of the latter 
Two of these inscriptions contam only religious texts but the third contains two Persian 
verses referring to the transitormess of the world The latter inscription apparently belongs 
to a mausoleum The religious texts of the first two inscriptions are as follows — 


Inscription No 6 1 

i 

I CU / <" 

w 1) 4jj) $] dJ| D ib] ci^A] ) 

tJjMj J jJjx |tlASV® |j| iXgA)^ (f) 
jtUa. y jLa£ jA£ j J&y} J XX *J l-sjfnse y (p) 

TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionate I 
1-2 The Islamic creed 

3 Abu Bakr, ‘Umar,Uthman and Haidar are the lamp, the mosque, the prayer-niche 
and the pulpit of the Islamic religion 

J Tho tablet on which inscription No 6 is carved measures 2 ft by I ft 2$ in 



so 


- EPIGRATIIIA- INDO-MOSDEMICA 


Inscription No 7. 1 2 

i 

^Ul 

4JJl J 4L>I VI dl y J iy*srJl J 4U) (l) 

4jjb VI y })j Jj^Vjy.S'l (r) 


'1 TRANSLATION 

In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate I 
1-2 God is holy and all praise is duo unto Him there is no god but God God 
is Great, and no one has strength and power except God the High and Great. 

Inscription No 8 has been deciphered ns follows 5 — 

Plato IX (a) 

clil 13 J t 0 ] •••**£ 

f . . ) ^27 L 

b u^jb ub [ s ] i_* 7 bb 

** ^ ^ J*> Uff * 


(I) 

(r> 


TRANSLATION 

1 Do not love (?) this world, for thou art a guest m this world for a few days , when 

suddenly death comes thou shalt feel sorry , 

2 (O') powerful (?) do not oppress the weak because when the time of death 

will come thou shalt feel helpless 

No 9— Inscription on another mosque vi Bada BUgh 

This inscription is carved on the western wall of a mosque situated in the vicinity of the 
Bada Bagh The mosque is an insignificant building, and as the inscription mentions the name 
of Aurangzeb, it apparently belongs to some other building and not to this mosque 

The mscriptional tablet measures 1 ft 10} in by 10 in and bears seven lines of writing, of 
which the first five are m Naslh > characters and the romaming tiro m the NashTliq script The 
sixth line mentions the completion of the mosque during tho reign of Aurangzeb on the 19th 
of.Dhn’l Hajj m 1095 H (1G83 AD) 

1 The tablet of inscription No 7 measures 2 ft by X ft 21 in 

2 Tho toblot on which this insonption is carved measures 2 ft 2 in by 1 ft C in. 



Plate IX 


(a) Inscription from a mosque at Bhonrasa, Gwalior State 
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(b) Inscription from another mosque at Bhonrasa 



Scale 25 

(c) Inscription from a well at Bhonrasa 
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I have deciphered the test tis follows — 1 

Plate IX (b) 
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TRANSLATION 

1 Bistmllah and the Islamic creed 
2 5 The Throne \erse Qur’an, ch II, v 256 

6 Completed on the 19th of the month of Dhu’l-Hajj in the year 1095 during the reign of 

Aurang(zcb) Shah, ‘Alamglr, the emperor 

7 Alas 1 the sprouting of the green grass m tho garden made my heart happy , 

Friend 1 usit my tomb, for m spring thou shnlt see the green grass growing on my ashes 

No 10 — Inscription on the wall of a well in the Bada Bdtjh 

The 1 inscription is carved on a tablet which is fixed to the inner masonry of the well The 
tablet measures 2 ft "by 11 £ m The style of writing is NaHa'llq of an elegant type, resemblmg 
the st} le of inscriptions 6 and 8 The record consists of three lines, the first two contain a 
Persian verse and the last gives the date of the completion of the well In the Persian verse 
'\he mausoleum of Ijchlas Kb ad the Governor, has been mentioned, and the well was apparently 
built ns an adjunct to it 

My reading of the text is as follows — 

Plate IX (c) 
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TRANSLATION 

Verse 

' This Well lsliLe 'Ka'ulMr'ie.' stream of Paradise), ; while the mausoleum of Ikblas XhSn, who 
lias taken refuge"in~Dmne forgivenesses the Paradise of this world 

(On the) twenty-seventh of' the month of' Ramazan (m the) -year 1102 H (1691 A,D ) 
under the supervision of MuKarrirriad Sbaflf'this •was completed, » 
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Group G— Monuments in the BandI Bach 

Band! Bagh is situated on a rock eminence nbout n mile to the north east of the town The 
nuns of some old Hindu temples and a tank are in the close vicinity It is only a grave- 
yard now, hut the name Bnndl Bagh suggests that origmnlly a garden costed here In the 
Bandl Bagh there is a large number of mosques, the most important of winch are named the Bara 
'Ehambf, the Band! Willi, the Bum NcokI, the Ek KhnmbI and the Qalnndari Two of these 
mosques have inscriptions which refer to the reign of Slifdijahfm, the Mughal Emperor At the 
Band! Bagh there is also a fine mausoleum, and manj graves with fine plaster work One 
of these graves is called the Hath! Qalir 1 , and it is reported that an elephant was buried therein. 

Inscription on a mosque htown as Bma Ncoli lilasjul 

The mosque, as its name 5 indicates, has no foundations and it has been built on a rock which 
has hardly been chiselled for the structure The inscription is caned on a tablet measuring 3 ft 
2 in by 74 m The tablet has been divided into three panels, the middle contains the Btsmilla 
and the Islamic creed with Ivv o Persian verses recording the building of a mosque mlOoOH 
(1640 AD) The two side panels contain only religious texts The stj lc of writing is NaslA 
of a crude type The text has been rend by me ns follows — 


Plato X (a) 
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* Of Horse tomb at Cliandcn and Dog tomb at Kheda in Gwalior State < 

s Cf Blna Neoti Masjtd at Ujjara and its msonption in the I A , Vol, LYI. 



Plate X 


( a ) Inscription from a mosque at Bhonrasa, Gwalior State 
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(b) Inscription from another mosque at Bhonrasa 
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Left panel 


j (|) 
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TRANSLATION 

Right panel 

1 The lamp, mosque, prayer-niche and pulpit 

2 I resolved to sit m the mosque died m this(^) 

3 The Prophet of God, may God’s blessings and peace be on him, has said : 

4 “ The believers m a mosque are like the fish (in water) ” 

5 Truly hath said the apostle of God, may God’s blessings and peace be on him. 

Middle panel 

1 In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

2 There is no god but God, and Muhammad is the apostle of God, 

3 In the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan, the mosque was built 

4 The house of God was built in the Hijrl year 1050 (1640 A D ) 

Left panel 

1 Abu Be hr, ‘ Umar, * Uthman and Haidar , 

2 The apostle of God has said “ The prayer 

3 4 is a ladder (to heaven) for the believers ” Truly (hath said) the apostle of God 

No 12 — Inscription on the Bandi Wall mosque 

This mosque, like the garden, is called after the ‘Bandi’ whose name and life can not bo 
ascertained now The mscriptional slab measures 1 ft 3 in by 9 in The letters are cut 
m relief and the text is enclosed by a border J in wide The record consists of mne lines 
written m Naslch characters The two top lines and the bottom Ime contain the holy names of 
God and the Kahma The remaimng portion of the inscription is in Persian verse, mentioning 
the completion of the mosque In the year 1050 H (1640 AD) during the reign of Shah Jahan, the 
Mughal emperor This inscription seems to have been engraved by an illiterate mason who is 
responsible for this bad and perhaps inaccurate reproduction. 

Mv reading of the text and the translation of it are given below . — 

Plate X (b) 
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TRANSLATION 


(J J,U*J MIUUUV utww%* 

3 The lamp, mosque, pulpit and pra} er-niche 

4 A"bu Bakr, ‘"Umar, 'Dtjhraiin and Haidar (reypectwel) ) 

5 During tlie reign of Shah Julian, this sacred mo«quc 

6 (Was built) through the faith of the sincere believer , . 

7 It was completed in the year 1050 H (1040 AD) 

8 With the construction of this edifice, the gate ol bene\ olence was opened 

9 0 Opener 1 0 Great 1 0 Marvellous 1 

There are two more inscriptions at Bhonrasa whioli I mention in order to complete the 
survey of the inscriptions there One of them (No 13) is carved on the rock-wall of a well near 
the Mata’s temple It measures 1 ft 2 in by 8£ m and comprises 12 lines Three of them are 
m Deonagarf script and the rest m Persian and Arabic characters The style of writing is crude 
The inscription records the building of the well b} some Re\ enue official in the year 1246 H or 
v s 1887 (’) 1830 AD — 

Inscription No 14 is caned above the middle niche of the ‘ Idgah of Bhonrasa wh eh is a 
modern structure The inscription is incised on a tablet measuring 1 ft 7* m by 1 ft 3* m 
There are six hnes of writing in the NasUi characters In the beginning there is a religious text 
and afterwards three hnes of Persian v erse, mentioning the name Fadl ‘All Khan who repaired the 
‘ Idgah m 1329 H (1911 AD) 


TWO PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS PROM DHAMONI, SAUGOR DISTRICT, C P 

By G Yazdani 

A few years ago R M Crofton, Esq , I C S , Director General of Revenue, His Exalted 
Highness the Nizam’s Government, was kind enough to show me an eye-copy of an inscrip- 
tion of Aurangzeb from Dhamom He was also pleased to give me a note on the prove- 
nance of the inscription and a short history of the Dhamom Port 1 The fort is mentioned 

1 Mr It M Crofton’s note la given below — 

“A village m the Banda tahsil 29 miles north of Saugor The population is now only 79 persons 
The village belongs to Raja Gokal Das of Bubulporc A police outpost is located here Dhamom has an 
old and very extensive fort which is now m rums The fort stands on an eminence at a short distance 
from the summit of the passes leading to Bundelkhand, and commands the valley of the Dhasan river It 
is of a triangular ground plan and encloses a space of 52 acres, the ramparts having been generally 50 ft 
kigh and 15 ft thick with enormous round toweis There are also intenor works strengthening the eastern 
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■by Mughal historians as an important stronghold of the Bundela chiefs and it was conquered 
by ‘Abdulla TTh an, the Mughal general, who was deputed to chastise Raja Jujhar of Ond- 
chha (Orchha) by Shah Jahan in 1045 H 1 As the inscription shown by Mr R M Crof- 
ton possessed some historical interest, I asked the Director General of Archaeology in India 
to kindly obtain for me through one of his Assistants two inked rubbmgs of the inscription 
The Director General of Archaeology kindly comphed with my request and deputed Dr M 
Nazim, Superintendent of Archaeological Survey, Central Circle, to visit Dhamom and pre- 
pare mked rubbings of the inscription Dr M Nazim visited Dhamom m December, 1936, 
and he subsequently sent me the estampages of not only the Aurangzeb inscription, which 
was shown to me by Mr R M Crofton, but also of another record which he found carved 
on the wall of an old well at the same place I take this opportunity to thank Mr R M 
Crofton for his very kindly drawing my attention to the Aurangzeb inscription I also ex- 
press my gratitude to the Director General of Archaeology m India and Dr M Nazim for 
their very kind help m securmg me the inked rubbings of the two inscriptions 

The inscription mentioning the name of Aurangzeb is carved on a stone tablet which is 
now placed m the dargah of Bal Jati Shah at Dhamom The tablet measures 2 ft 6 m by 
1 ft 3 m and is divided into panels The inscription is in Persian verse The first 
hemistich of the third line and the second hemistich of the fourth hue are missing, as the 
stone has decayed at some places through chmatie effects The style of writing is Nasla'liq 
of a crude type 

The record besides the name of Aurangzeb gives the title, Randulah Elian, which was 
held by one of his favourite commanders Randulah Khan was originally m the service of 
Bijapur kings, but later he joined the army of Aurangzeb, who seemed to have placed consi- 
derable confidence m bun, for we find Randulah Khan first deputed to capture Dara Shu- 
kolr and afterwards commissioned to punish the Raja of Chanda 3 He held the rank of 
four thousand foot and four thousand horse and was awarded a prize of Rs 10,000 for his 

defences, where the magazine and officers’ quarters were probably situated Dhamom was a very impoitant 
town under Muhammadan rule and the rums of numerous mosques and tombs are still visible It is said 
that a market was held here for the sale of elephants There is a large tank a mile from the fort, from 
which water was supplied to it by underground pipes The whole place is now covered by jungle with a 
number of custard apple trees, and is a favourite haunt of tigers The fort is said to have been built bv 
one Surat Sah, a scion of Manilla Gond dynasty, at the end of the 15th century It was.taken by Raja 
Birsmgh Deo, the chief of Orchha, who rebuilt it, and subsequently passed into the hands of the 
Muhammadans In 1700 it belonged to Chhatar Sal of Panna, and was afterwards taken by the Bhon- 
salas In 1818 after the flight of Appa Sahib, it was invested and taken by o British force under General 
Marshall It is locally said that Abu’l Fadl, the well known minister of Akbar, was bom m Dhamom, but 
there seems to be no authority for this statement Prominent objects are the tombs of two Muhammadan 
saints The most important is that of Baljati Shah, said to be the guru of Abu’l Fadl Tho villages of 
Sesai and Ishakpura are revenue free for the support of this tomb, and there is a managing committee 
with the Tahsildar as president There is a hereditary guardian of the tomb who has some old title deeds 
including grants from Chhatar Sal of Panna and the Chanden Raja of Gwalior Until recent vears the 
tomb was visited and worshipped bv one of the responsible officers of the Nizam of Hyderabad The 
other tomb is supposed to be that of one Amtha Shah Wall, a Muhammadan saint who is said to have 
cursed Dhamom and the surrounding country because he could not get water there, and his curse is 
believed still to lie on the country and prevent its being brought under cultivation Various legends are 
current about ,the tombs of these saints ” 

1 MwniaUiabu l Lubab (Bibl Ind ), Vol I, pp 610 14 and Ma'aChiru'l Umara (Bibl Ind ), Vol II, 
p 217 

- MurdaXhabu l Lubab, Vol H, p 41, and Ma'alMnCl Umara, Vol II, p S09 

5 Ma'athir, III, 309 
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successful campaign against Darn ghukoh The mscnption gives the date 1085 H and 
records the building of a mosque at Dhamoni at the time of the visit of the victorious 
general, Randulah Khan 

The text has been deciphered as follows — 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) In the reign of the emperor, the defender of the faith, the conqueror of the world. 
King ‘Alamglr, the son of the Second Lord of the happy conjunction (Shah Jnhan) 

(2) When the victorious and exalted Randulah Khan camped m state in the plains of 

Dhamoni, 

(3) . . . .so that the faithful may pray therein m the morning and 

evening. 

(4) As it (the mosque 2 ) was completed m the year 1085 H (1671 AD) 

(5) The owner thereof is ‘Abdullah son of Shaikh Raji Muhammad, whose nght and 
title to ownership will continue as long as the world exists. 

Written by Muhammad Latlf son of Muhammad Zarlf Faruqi 
The other mscnption which is carved on a well is also in Persian verse and consists of 
four hemistichs The style of writing is Nastii’Hq As the lower part of the inscnptional 
tablet is damaged the chronogram which is given in the fourth hemistich cannot be deciphered 
with certainty If it is KJ ,atr jari, then the date of the building according to the AbjaA 
system will be 1024 H (1615 AD) falling within the reign of Jahangir 
I have deciphered the text as follows — 
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TRANSLATION 

In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate ' 

1 When Zalnd Muhammad built this well lo, its garden was most delightful through 

its freshness 

2 We asked Wisdom for its chronogram , it suggested “ The well is an everlasting 

charity ” 1024 H (1615 A D ) 


TH Is NAVAGRAM INSCRIPTION OP SULTAN NUSRAT SHAH OP BENGAL 
By Maul avi Shamsuddin Ahmad, MA, Indian Museum, Calcutta 

The stone inscription which is edited here 'for the first time was noticed by the late 
Mr N G Majumdar, Superintendent, Archeological Section, Indian Museum, in 1933, m 
course of his inspection of an ancient ruined mosque at Navagram m the Pabna District, 13 
miles from Chatmohar railway station on the E B Ry The stone which is lying loose 
inside the mosque, is a slab of black basalt measuring 21"xl0" The epigraph is engraved 
on this tablet in relief, recording the erection of a mosque by one Miyan Mu'azzam m 
the reign of Sultan Nasiru’d-Din Nusrat Shah on the 4th Rajab, 932 H As the inscription 
was found inside the mosque, although dislocated from its original place of setting, and as there 
is no other old mosque m the neighbourhood, it is presumed that the record belonged to this Very 
mosque 

The mosque is a fair representation of the style of sacred buildings of the time of the 
Husain Shahi kings of Bengal It may be said to be a replica of the renowned EhlaJJil 
tomb at Pandua, Malda District, which served as a model for such constructions m subse- 
quent times The mosque is a brick-built square structure with a fluted pillar at each 
corner and in the centre of outer walls The facades are recessed with deep niches and shallow 
rectangular panels decorated with elaborately carved bricks The walls are curvilinear at 
the top, which is the chief peculiarity of early Bengali structures , but the curvature is so 
gradual that it is scarcely discernible by untrained eyes Each of the walls on the north, south 
and east of the mosque is pierced by two arched doorways by which the prayer-hall can be 
approached The whole construction is crowned by a single dome The interior space from 
wall to wall measures about 24 ft square The mosque is still in use, but very poorly 
attended by the praying units 

The present epigraph is apparently the first dated record that has ever been discovered 
m the Pabna District Two more inscriptions, one being verse 13, chapter 13, and the 
other verses 1-5, chapter 99 from the Qur’an, incised on two separate bricks were, however, 
found lying m the remains of an old mosque at Samaj in the same District 1 They were 
acquired in 1924 by Mr K N Dikshit, Rao Bahadur, and presented to the Indian Museum 

The inscription under reference consists of two lines, each separated from the other 
by a horizontal band running between the lmes The style of writing is Tughrd of a 
low standard and devoid of artistic beauty It bears a sharp contrast to the contemporary 
records of this king, which represent fair specimens of the decorative Tughrd writing of 
Bengal This fact leads us to suppose that in engraving this inscription, services of 
unskilled local craftsmen were requisitioned and that they were not very capable in litlnc work- 
manship - - 

» E I M for 1933 34, p 6, PI III (6) and (c) 
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The donor of this mosque mentioned m the epigraph is one Miyan Mu'azzam In the 
Mangaltot inscnption 1 of this ling, written in 930 H , has also been found the name of one Khan 
Miyan Mu'azzam It may be surmised that these two Miyan Mu'azzams were either 
mdentical persons or connected with each other by some bond of relationship The donor 
has further been designated as £ Jangdar ’ (a warrior, a hero) This indicates that Miyan 
Mu'azzam was possibly one of those dignitaries who distinguished himself by displaying some 
feat of chivalry in the expedition sent by Nusrat Shah against Babur and was subsequently 
rewarded with this distinction 2 

The titles of the long mentioned m this epigraph are the same as are generally found 
on his coins The language is Arabic- and I give below my reading of the text — 
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TRANSLATION 


1 2 The Prophet has said (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), “ Whoever builds a 
mosque m this world, God the Great will build seventy palaces m heaven (for him) ” 
This mosque has been built in the reign of the Sultan, son of Sultan Nasiru’d-Dunya 
wad-din Abu’l Muzaffar Nusrat Shah Sultan, son of 1 Husain Shah Sultan, may God per- 
petuate his kingdom and sovereignty and elevate his power and dignity The donor of 
this mosque is Miyan Mu'azzam Jangdar, son of may his fame be diffused 

among the people, Khan Mu'azzam Mubarak Khan, may God the Great keep them both 
m peace in both the worlds, (it was built) on the 4th of Rajab, may its honour be 
dignified, in the year mne hundred and thirty-two, 932 (21st April, 1526) 


PIPE INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE PROVINCIAL MUSEUM, LUCKNOW 

By G Yazdani 

Two years ago, Sir Prayag Dayal, Curator, Provincial Museum, Lucknow, kindly sent me 
the rubbings of some inscriptions for decipherment and pubhcation m the Epigraplna Indo - 
Moslcmica I have selected five inscriptions from them and they are studied below The 
earliest of these inscriptions belongs to the reign of Mubarak Shah Khalji, and from the style 
of its writing it is very typical of the script which was m fashion at that period For 
instance, the style of the markets of kaf, or the spelling of the word or the form of 

1 Blochiaann, ,? A S B , Vol XLII, for l873,p 298 

* A Balaro’a liiaz, pp 134 35 
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(&) Inscription of Mubarak Shah Khalji from the Provincial Museum, Lucknow 
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(c) Inscription of Shah Jahan from the Provincial Museum, Lucknow 
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la'i haviaz, such as used at the end of tho word .o-V} m the sixth hemistich and in 
the word .o m the se\ onth hemistich The inscription is incomplete and it records the construction 
of some building, perhaps a mosquo, which was commenced during the reign of ‘Aliiu’d-Dln 
Ivhalji (129G-1 31G A D ) and completed shortly after lus death in 1316 A D when Mubarak Shah 
Kbaljl succeeded to tho throne of Delhi The inscriptional tablet now measures 3 ft 8 in 
by 1 ft 2m, but originally it must havo been about 5 ft in length for the second hemisticks 
of each of lines two, four and Six are missing, and they originally having been arranged in 
separate panels « ould lint e mado tho length of the tablet 1 ft 3 m larger than its present 
size The unfortunate feature about this inscriptional tablet however is, that it was deliberately 
broken to suit the size of another inscription which was carved on the back of the tablet by 
Sar Andiiz Khan an official of ghiih Julian’s reign m 1049 H 1 In the latter inscription the 
name of Sar Andiiz JQ)im is mentioned as the builder of a mosquo From the vandahstio treat- 
ment oCercd to the original inscription it may also be surmised that the mosque which has been 
recorded m the latter inscription to have been built by Sar Andaz Khan may have only been 
repaired bj him and origmallj built during the reigns of ‘Alau’d-Din and Mubarak Shah Khaljl as 
mentioned in the former inscription 

The original inscription is in Persian verso The stylo of writing is NasUi of an ornamental 
type such as was m \ ogue during the reigns of the early Sultans of Delhi Originally the 
inscription consisted of six lines, comprising twelve hemistichs, each carved m a separate 
panel on the tablet The fourth, eighth and twelfth hemistichs arc missing now 
I lin\e deciphered the text as follows . — 
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TRANSLATION 

1 The king, 'AhVi-Dunya-o-Dln (‘Alau’d-Din) may the throne of Paradise be Ins restmg 

place ! 

2 He laid the foundation but through the influence of (unlucky) stars 

3 (The king) with Darius’s glory, Mubarak ghah may his empire remam safe until the 

day of resurrection 1 

4 The humble servant of both theso longs 

5 In the Hijra year 716 (1316 AD) . dedicated them surely 

6 May God reward him (for this act of charity) 

ig ar Andiiz Kliun held tho Faujdurl of tho far! ars of Lucknow and Beswora during Shah Jahiin’s reign 
Ho also held the ran! ofono thousand fivo hundred foot and one thousand two hundred horse Bad-shah 
JS am« (Bibl Ind ), Vol I, Pt. H, p 278 
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The inscription on the reverse side of the tablet is also in Persian and consists of two hnes 
The style of writing is Nastd 'liq of a fair class 
I have deciphered the test as follows — 

Plate XII (c) 
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TRANSLATION 

1 By the grace of God the mosque was built for prayer durmg the reign of Shah Jahan 

2 (Regarding) the year and date of construction say “ Sar Andaz Eban was the 

founder” 

According to the Abjad system the phrase, Sar Andaz Khan bud bdni, gives the date 1045 H 
(1635 ADI, which represents the year of the construction of the mosque 

The third inscription from the Provincial Museum, Lucknow, has also an unhappy history 
It belongs to the reign of the Mu gh al king Akbar, and originally the znscnptional tablet was set 
up on an important building, but later the tablet seems to have been removed from that building 
and through the utilitarian zeal of some enthusiast dressed and shaped as a mill-stone The 
tablet having been used for the latter purpose for some time, the letters carved thereon have 
been abraded and it is impossible to decipher the text of the inscription in full 

The tablet at present measures 1 ft 8 m by I ft 4 m and has a hole m the middle The 
inscription is m Arabic prose and the script is NasJch The few words of the text which have 
been deciphered are given below — 
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TRANSLATION 
Mulmmmad Akbar, the victorious king 
In the name of God the most Merciful and Compassionate ! 

“ Holy Sultan , . , during the reign of the benevolent 

king, His Majesty Jalalu’d-Din protect his kingdom and authority and diffuse hi'’ 

munificence and charity m the world Almighty forever on 

the m the year 985 H (1577 A D ) 

The fourth inscription of the Lucknow Museum is also somewhat unusual, being carved on a 
brick, measuring 12 m m length It contains two dates 719 and 734 H , the first falling within 
the reign of Qutbu’d-Din Mubarak Klialjl and the latter during the rule of Firoz Tughluq The style 
of wuting is NasLh, but as the letters of the beginning of the inscription have been abraded only 
the last two words of the test are legible, which read as follows — 

Plate XIII (b) 


vri 6 


TRANSLATION 


VI 9 


. the nobles and the generous ” 

719 H (1319 AD) 734 H (1334 AD) 

The fifth inscription seems to have been originally set up on a gate, which was built by some 
Nawab in the year 1172 H (1758 A D ) The style of writing is Nasla‘Uq and the inscription 
consists of five lines of Persian verse 1 

I have deciphered the text as follows — 

Plate XIII (c) 
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TRANST ATION 

1 How excellent the gate of empire, which they have built and elevated its structure 

like the Pole star 

2 Upon it (the gate) the divine light falls from heaven like the rain (of mercy) on earth 

3 It is solid, strong and durable, having the constancy of the poles of heaven (i e , the stars) 

4 The month and year of the building were communicated by the gracious inspirer, who 

said, “We hate seen the gate of benevolence open ” 2 

5 When the Nawab built this gate, the (Hijri) year was 1172 H (1758 A D ) 


I The inscription is carved on a tablet, measuring 2 ft 6 m by 1 ft 6 m 
According to the Abjad system the phrase gives the year 1172 H 
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THREE INSCRIPTIONS FROM GINGEE 
By Fazal Ahmad Khan, FI A 

I am deeply grateful to Mr Ghulnm Yazdam, who was kind enough to allow me 
to work on inscriptions from Gingee, Halsmgl and Pirapur, which I now publish 
with his kind permission in two articles Further I acknowledge the land help and 
guidance which he has given me ungrudgingly 

The impregnable rock-fortress of Gmgce is in the Tmdiv anam Taluka of the South Arcot 
District, Madras, situated m 12° 15' N and 79° 25' E 1 According to a most reliable 
and valuable source of historical information, the geographical position of Gingee has 
been marked out thus “ It (Gmgce) has got seven forts On the east is Rnlamkota, and 1 1 
stretches up to the sea on this side On the north is Sihachttl mountain, which bounds 
Carnatic and Arcot In the western direction is Timamal, and towards the south 
Wardawar ” 2 

At present the population of Gingee is small, but when it was conquered by the Emperor 
Aurangzeb’s general Dlui’l-Fiqiir Khan, it became a verj important division of Mughal 
administration m the Deccan It comprised eight mahtls (districts), and its annual 
revenue amounted to 7£ lakh of rupees 3 Now the interest of the place is merely historical 
We lack definite historical evidence to show who first constructed the fortress, but the 
original architectural features indicate that some ruler of the ancient Vijajanagar dynasty 
built the fort The hues of fortifications which cross the \ alley between the three hills 
of Rajagiri, Kistnagirl and Chandraja Drug, embrace nn area of 7 square miles Originally 
each fortification consisted of a wall 5 feet thick, built of granite blocks and filled in 
with rubble, but later a huge earthen rampart, 25 to 30 feet thick, has been thrown up 
behind these walls, and nvetted on the inside with stone, while at intervals in this 
rampart were built guard rooms 

The fortress, as already mentioned, is defended In three formidable lulls, connected by 
long walls of circumvallation The citadel stands on tiie El] a girl lull, 500 to 600 feet high, 
and consists of a ridge terminating in a great ov erhanging bluff facing tbe south and falhng 
with a precipitous sweep to the plain on the north At the point where the ridge meets 
Ihe base of the bluff, a narrow and steep rav me gives a difficult means of access to the top 
On every other side it is inaccessible Across tins ravine were built three walls rising 
one behind the other, which rendered an attack by escalade impracticable The way to 
the summit leads through the three walls by several gateway 1 

As mentioned above, the fortress of Gingee was a stronghold of the Vijavanagar 
kingdom, which was at the height of its glory and prosperity at the Beginning of the 
16th century AD, and was finally overthrown by the allied forces of the Sultans of 
Bnapur, Golconda, Ahmadnagar and Bidar In the year 15G5 A D at the famous battle 
of Tilikota, when Rama R,Iya was slam and the confederates marched on to Vqayanagar 
It was not until 1058 A H , 1638 A D , however that Eban Muhammad, .the Bijapur 
general with the military alliance of Golconda troops, captured the fort from Raja Riip 
Naik a descendant of Rama Raya, the Tijaj r anagar king. It was for the first tune in the 
history of the Carnatic that Mushms firmly established themselves there The new rulers built 

1 Imperial Gazetteer, Pol XU 

- Statistical Account of -the Deccan under the Hit ghat* (original manuscript in possession ol Mr Ghulnm, 
Yazdam) 

3 Ibid 

1 Imperial Gazetteer, Vol XII 
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mosques and other buildings in this part, which had hitherto been a land of Hindu 
temples 1 

As a result of Muslim conquest the vast country of the Carnatic was divided into two 
mam parts , the Hyderabad! and 1 the Bijapurl, by an imaginary hne from Vellore to 
Sadras, and each of these parts was further sub-divided into Rail ghat (uplands) and 
Piyanghat (lowlands) But the new rulers had not fully consohdated their conquests, and a 
large part of the country was still m the hands of unsubdued poltgars (local chiefs), 
or held by nobles who were independent of Bqapur and Hyderabad The pohtical 
situation was further comphcated by Shiva] i’s mvasion of 1677 A D , and the establishment 
of a new Maratha government at Gmgee Shivaji appointed' one of Ins own officers to 
cflmmand the fortress, and it remained in Maratha hands for 22 years 2 

After the fall of Bijapur and Golconda, Mughal sovereignty was proclaimed over all the 
Carnatic by virtue of succession, but without any adequate force to make it effective 
After Slnvaji’s death, lus son-m-law, Harp, became Commander of Gmgee Harp invaded 
Hyderabad! Carnatic, north of the Palar river, and took possession of several forts and towns. 
On the arrival of the Emperor Aurangzeb’s officers, the raiders retreated and estabhshed 
themselves at Wandiwash Harp died m 1689 AD Raja Ram arrived at Gmgee, took 
possession of it and estabhshed his court there Dku’l-Fiqiir Khan, as supreme Mu gh al 
Commander, reached the environs of Gmgee m the year 1690 A D The siege was prolonged 
for 8 years on account of the well fortified position of the fortress, and it seemed that 
Dhu’l-Eiqar Khan was determined to take Gmgee m order to save his credit with the 
Emperor At last the fortress fell m the year 1698 A D , and afterwards became the 
headquarters of the Muslim standing army m the Province of Arcot 3 The Emperor Aurangzeb, 
after the fall of Gmgee, named that town Nusratgarh 4 It became an important centre 
of Mughal rule m the Deccan, and a mint was also estabhshed there A silver com 
of Emperor Aurangzeb issued from Gmgee mint is m the cabinet of Hyderabad Museum 
and considered to be unique. 5 Some silver coins struck at Nusratgarh, are also m the 
Hyderabad Museum collection, and a detailed report on these corns has been pubhshed 

Nizamu’l-Mulk, Qamaru’d-dln, Ohln Qillch Khan, Khan Dauran, had held the Viceroyalty 
of the Deccan under the Mughal rule m 1713-14, and 1720-22, and though in February 1722 
he went to Delhi to assume the Chief Ministership of the Empire, he kept hold 
over the Deccan by means of his agents In 1724 AD he went back to the Deccan with 
the intention of relinquishing the more responsible office at Delhi In a short time 
the entire Mughal Deccan was brought under his control The Emperor confirmed him 
in the Viceroyalty of the Deccan, with the title of Asaf Jah m the year 1725 A D 
At the time of Asaf Jah’s death, his eldest son. Mir Muhammad Panah, Ghazm’d-Dln 
Khan, was at Delhi Nasir Jang the second son managed to seize the Viceroyalty of 
the Deccan, and was at last confirmed' in that post by the Emperor with the title of 
Nizamu’d-Daula At this lime Asaf Jah’s daughter’s son, Muzaffar Jang, claiming the 
Viceroyalty, went ter the Carnatic in concert with Ohanda Sahib, an aspirant to the Nawabship 
of Arcot The two allies bought the help of Dupleis and gamed Arcot after killing its 

1 Basatln, p 329 

2 Cambridge, History, Yol IV 

3 Ibid 

4 Ma'alhiru'l Umara, Vol 2, p 96 (Asiatic Society, Bengal) 

5 An account of tHe Gmgee corn was published in the Annual Report of the Archaeological Departni mt, 
Hyderabad, for the year 1919 20 AD 
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Na-nab, Anwaru’d-Din Nasir Jang with troops marched to the Carnatic, came upon his 
enemios near Valadavar, captured alive Mu/aiiar Jang and returned to Arcot In the 
meanwhile the English implored N'T sir Jang to take the field against the French He 
only decided to do so when he learnt that Duplcix had occupied Tiruviti and Gingee 
and was marching towards Arcot 1 The capture of Gingee by the French in the year 
1750 AD 2 profoundly disquieted him After this Nil sir Jang set out, but was slam at 
the instigation of the French 3 The French held Gmgcc for 11 years During this interval 
there was constant warfare between the English and the French m the Deccan, each trying 
to establish supremacy In 175G A D war broke out anew and lasted till 1761 
A D -, at the closing of which the French were left without a foot of ground in India 3 
It was m 1761 A D that Gingee passed to the English In 1780 A D this 
f oi tress was surrendered to Haidar ‘All and played no important part in the subsequent 
campaigns 

(1) Inscription on a bastion, Gingee Fort , 

The stormy history of Gingee fortress has already been briefly traced out, and we 
know how the ‘Add ShTIiI troops brought Gingee under their subjugation in the year 
1058 H, 163S AD It remained under ‘Adil febahi protection for about 10 years, and 
during this period many additions m buddings were made The bastion on which the present 
inscription is can ed was built in the year 1063 H, 1643 AD 

The inscription is can ed on a 6lab which measures 1 ft G* m by 8^ m The language is 
Persian and the style of writing Nastd'liq, which de\ eloped to a high perfection during the 
time of the Mughal emperors, particularly m the reign of Akbar 4 My reading of the 
text is as follows — 


Plate XIV (a) 




I «»fr 


■Translation 

Husami bastion was built m the year 1063 H, 1643 AD 
(2) Inscription on a mosque at Gingee 

Gingee, after being taken from Maratha hands in the year 1698 AD, remained the 
headquarters of the Mughal troops up to the year 1750 A D During this period new 
buddings were constructed m Gingee, and the mosque m which the present inscription 
has been found was completed in the year 1130 H, 1718 AD 

The inscription consists of four hnes of Persian verse, which are written m Nasta‘liq 
characters The slab measures 1 ft 9 m by 1 ft 7 in It records the construction of 
a mosque by one SaTd, Governor of Gingee in the time of the Emperor Farrulrh-Siyar It 

1 Cambridge History, Vol IV 

2 Mo'athmdl Umara, Vol 2, p 854 

3 Ibid , p 852 

Abu 1 Fed! remarks that during tho time of Emperor Akbar, Nasta'lig received a new impetus 
■A' in t A! bare (Blochmann), Vol I, p 102 
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also contains a chronogram gning the date 1130 H, 1718 AD My reading of the 
text is ns follows — 

Plate XIV (b) 

0A*-~ tls-w/C 4 __ jsuJo piU 

U) ,£_U U*S cw ^ e|3 y-. ^xUi) JL, j) 

I ir* 

TRANSLATION 

(1) Sa'Id, the successful (administrator), ordered the construction of a mosque at Nusratgarh 1 

(2) Wisdom communicated the chronogram of the completion of the building “ What 

a mosque, as if another Iia'ba has been built ” 1130 H (1718 A D ) 

(3) Inscription in Sa'd’ultah Khan's Mosque, Gingec 

This inscription consists of four lines of Persian \erse, carved m elegant 
i\a^tuUq stjle The slab bearing this inscription measures 4 ft by 11 m It records the 
construction of a canal, by Sa’id, Governor of Gingee during the administration of 
Emperor Muhammad Sblh of Delhi It also contains a chronogram which gi\es the date 
1135 H, 1723 AD My reading of the text is as follows — 


<_C*j 

i iro 



Plate XIV (c) 

Awu- jylo i_J e>-y 


TRANSLATION 


(1) Sa’Id, the adomer of the world, the envy of the sun, increased the water-supply 
of the city of Gingec by (the construction) of the canal 

(2) Wisdom suggested the chronogram of this fountain of benevolence “ May this 

( stream of) bounty {low forcicr” 1135 H (1723 AD) 


THREE INSCRIPTIONS FROM THE INDI TALUKA, BIJAPUR DISTRICT 
By Fazal Ahmatj Khan, M A 

Indi taluha is the northernmost taluha of the Bijapur District m the Bombay Presidency, 
Ring between 16° DG' and 17° 29 N and 75° 33' and 76° 12' E This taluha is an unbroken and 
almost treeless plain , but towards the south and south-east where some streams flow, the 
country is populous and well cultivated 2 The villages of Halsmgl and Pirapur are near Indi, 
where the three new inscriptions have been discovered 

1 Emperor Aursngzeb after the conquest of Gingee, named that town as Nu?ratgarh, (Ma atjtiru‘1 Umara, 

\d 2 r o°) 

* Imperial Ouzcllccr, \ ol XIV 
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(a) Inscription of ‘Alau’d-Din Ahmad Shah Bliihmani from Ilalsingl 

The first of these threo inscriptions is from Hnlsingl This inscription refers to Sultan 
‘Alau’d-Din Ahmad Shah Baihmani II, who was the son of Sultan Ahmad Shall AVali 
Baihmani He ascended the throne at Ahmndabad Bidar, agreeably to the will of his father 
m the month of Rajab, 839 H (February 1435 AD) 1 and died of disorder m his foot, after 
a reign of 23 years, 9 months and 20 days in the year 862 II (1457 A.D ) 2 

This inscription is of great historical significance, for it throws light on a system in 
vogue d urin g the rule of Muslim sovereigns of India according to which stones carved with their 
names were fixed on the boundary line of their empire This useful practice helps the historian to 
ascertain the extent of domimon of a ruler In the present case we note that the B ulimanl king- 
dom included Bijapur during the sovereignty of Sultan ‘Alfvu’d Din Ahmad Shah Baihmani II 
During this period Bijapur was first seized by the Sultan’s brother Muhammad Khan, but 
later he surrendered it when peace was effected between the two brothers When Dev Ray of 
Vijayanagar invaded the Baihmani kingdom in 1143 AD, he reached ns far as Bijapur At 
this time the Governor of Bijapur was Khan Zirernn The date when Sultan ‘Alau’dDin 
Ahmad Shah had this stone fixed is not known because the inscription contains no date 

The inscription consists of two lines can ed on an irregular stone 3 It is written in 
crude Naslh style, and my reading of the text is as follows — 


Plate XV(a) 

j LujJj ,Uc 

(jlklv jlA iX{»^.) 

TRANSLATION 

“ The boundary of Sultan ‘Alau’d-Din Ahmad Shah ” 

(b) Inscription from a dargdh at Plrapur 

This inscription consists of four lines The language is Persian mixed with Arabic It 
is carved on a slab in Naslh characters, and measures 1 ft 10 m by 1 ft 1 m It records the 
building of a mosque by one Malik ‘Abdu’l-Qfidir son of Ahmad Khan in the time of Sultan 
Ibrahim ‘Add §hah II of Bijapur My reading of the text is as follows — 


Plate XV(b) 
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1 Eriggi, Voh II, p 421 
* Ibid , p 449 

» It measures 2 ft 1 m by 1 ft. 4 in. 



(a) Inscription of 'Alau’d-Dm from Halsmgi, Indi Taluqa, Bijapur District 
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4^uJ| (.Xm/ •• .. OjY l)J (4) 

fti T j 

TRANST ATION 

by the exalted Malik, ‘AbduT-Qudir, eon of the Khan of exalted rank and position, the 
illustrious, Ahmad Khan, son of Ilyas Khan . in the Hijra year 

(f) Another Inscription from the dargah at Plrapur 

This inscription is composed of two lines Its language is Persian, and the style of 
writing Nasfd 1 The slab bearing the inscription measures 1 ft 6 in by 1 ft It records the 
construction of a yell near the dargah by the mother of Malik ‘Abdu’l-Qadir The date 
of the completion of the well is 1001 H , 1593 A D My reading of the text is as follows — 

Plate XV(c) 
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ijU. oja: i_XLo 
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TRANSLATION 

This yell was built by the mother of Malik ‘Abdu’I-Qadir, the son of Ahmad Khan 


SOME NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM TH It GOLCONDA FORT. 

By Khwaja Muhammad Ahmad, MA. 

Three inscriptions of the guns -of Aurangzeb, which were found at Golconda isome time 
ago, hav c already been published by Mr G Yazdanl, 0 B E , m the Epigraphia Indo-Mos- 
Uvnca for 1913-14 and 1935-36 Subsequently the Archaeological Department of Hyderabad, 
has discov ered two more guns of Aurangzeb at Golconda, and I am mdebted to Mr G 
YazdanI for kindly allowing me to publish their inscriptions Ma’ athir-r-‘ Alamgln mentions 
the name of some guns while describing the siege of Golconda by Aurangzeb, 1 and states 
that they were used by him m the bombardment of the fort , but it makes mo mention of 
the names of the tyo guns discovered recently although they are as important and nearly 
as large as the guns mentioned in the Ma’dtfpr, the inscriptions of yhich were pubhshed 
by Mr G YazdanI previously 2 It is possible that these 'two guns may have been brought 
to Golconda some time after its conquest by Aurangzeb, otherwise they would not have 
remained unnoticed in the Ma’atMr 

Both of these guns are of bronze and are dated 1077 H (1666 AD ) and 1090 H 
(1679 A D ) respectively The earlier gun, which, according to the inscription carved upon 
it, was called, Qal‘a Kusha (Fort Opener), is mounted on a bastion to the northwest of the 
Baradari It is 11 ft m length with a bore 6 in in diameter The diameter at the muzzle 
is 1 ft 3 in and the circumference near the butt is 5 ft 2 m There are six ornamented 

1 Ma'&th ir t * Alamgirl (Bibl Ind ), p 290 
a EA M , 4913 14, pp .55 57 and JS35 30, pp 21 ^4 , 
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panels containing inscriptions arranged over the length of the gun The third and the 
fifth panels have inscriptions m Arabic, their script being ThuUh The remaining contain 
inscriptions m Persian and their script is Nasta‘liq My reading of the texts of the inscriptions 
is given below — 

Plato XVI (a) 

Fmt panel 

ay Jcia. oa~) yb tj-ub d/jJ ay ai>]yL bj J.4) ^=1 <^1 

Second panel 

( c nUob yS^byba « o, 

Thud panel 

Fourth panel 
e-tAf i*JS i_y 

ityM panel 
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GirtA pane? 

a jy Jlb^b j/ 5) w <sJ/ 

TRANSLATION 

“Whoever has come to this world will perish some day One who is ever- 
lasting and perpetual is God 

Abu’z-Zafar Muhammad Muhlu’d-Dln Aurangzeb ‘Alamglr Bahadur, the 
victorious king (Regnal) year 10 
1077 H (16G6 A D ) 

Qal‘a Kusha (Fort Opener gun) 

Made by Muhammad ‘Ah' ‘Arab 

Shots ten seers, gunpowder three and three-quarter seers according to 
the Jahangir! weight 

The other gun is mounted on a bastion which is situated at the foot of the Bala Hisar 
hill towards the south-west This gun according to the inscription carved upon it is oalled 
Atish Bar (Raining fire) It is 17 ft m length and has a bore 7 in m diameter The 
diameter at the muzzle is 1 ft 7 m and the circumference near the butt 6 ft 10 in It has 
four inscribed panels, arranged over its length The language of the inscriptions is Persian 
and the script Nastd‘liq 

I have deciphered the text as follows — 

Plate XVI (b) 

First panel 
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Second panel 

Third panel 
Fourth panel 
Fifth panel 
Sixth panel 



(a) Inscription on a gun in the Golconda Fort (0) Inscription on anothei gun m the same Fort 


Plate XVI 
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Second panel 

Third panel 

l— 3j£ ^jlc iX&Sl/« { J^C 

Fourth panel 

^'^. 4 . Li ^ Ji J )}i] i±ys\j> tJS 

TRANSLATION 

First panel AbuV-Zafir Muhammad Muhiu’d-Din Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir Bahadur, the 
victorious king (Regnal) year 22 

Second panel Atish Bar (Raining fire) gun The holy Hijri year 1090 

Third panel Made by Muhammad ‘All ‘Arab 

Fourth panel Shots fifteen seers, gunpowder five seers according to the ghahjaham 
■weight 

In addition to the above insciiptions, some more new epigraphs have been found on a 
mosque situated close to the Jallad Burj m the Naya Qal‘a at Golconda It is a small but 
beautiful structure and has a dish-shaped vaulted roof A full description of the building is 
published in the Annual Report of the Archaaological Department, H E H the Nizam’s 
Government for the year 1347 Fash (1937-38 A D ) The Mosque according to an inscription 
carved on it, was constructed by Mulla Khiy.ili, who was one of the court poets of Ibrahim 
Qutb Shah 

Over the arch of the entrance to the mosque is fixed a tablet which bears the following 
inscription in Thulth characters — 

Plate XVII (a) 

ui 
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UI 
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TRANSLATION 

“Verily the places of worship are set apart unto God, wherefore invoke not any other ' 
together with God Whatever God has said is true ” 

Thanks be unto God that during the reign of the king who is the defender of faith and 
is like a pole star to the world, that is king Ibrahim of good nature 

The spandnls of the arch were at one time decorated beautifully by mosaic work, but 
the stones which were inlaid have been taken out m recent times An inscription is also 
carved in the spandnls in Tughra style 
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Plato XVII (b) 
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TRANSLATION 

Tlie Prophet, whom may God bless, has said 
“ The Muslim attains Ins highest glory when ho is praying ” 

This auspicious mosque has been constructed by Mulla Khiynli it will be becoming if 
the maidens of paradise bring stones and bricks (for the construction of the mosque) 

A pillar of paradise for his founder in reference to that the chronogram of the 

mosque is “ the pillar of paradise” 977 H (1569 AD) 

The interior of the mosque shows traces of floral designs m gold and blue and also bears 
an inscription in the tnthrab 


Plate XVII (c) 

ijLai] j»Gl J <9J| Uj) 0 cS 0 ’ j j i 4JU) ,JIj 
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TRANSLATION 

Qui'an, chap 9, verses 18-19 

The name Muhammad at the end is that of the scribe who flourished during the reign 
of Ibrahim Qutb Shah, and several inscriptions at the Golconda fort testify to his skill m 
the art of calligraphy The inscription on the MakkI Darwiiza is perhaps the best speci- 
men of his skill and this, record shows that he came to the Deccan from Isfahan 1 
Another inscription carved on the AshrafI Masjid at Golconda shows that he was the son of 
Sayyid Sadru’d-Din 

In the repairs recently done to the Musa Burj the missing portion of the Persian 
inscription referring to the first siege 'of Golconda by Prince Muhammad, son of Aurangzeb, 
m 1656 A D has been found Mr G Yazdani in his article on the portion of the inscription 
discovered before had surmised -that r the Mughnls concluded the peace with ‘Abdulla Qutb 
ghah because they could no longer afford to prolong the siege This surmise has been 
found correct by the discovery <of the missing portion I am publishing the full test and 
translation of the inscription with the kind permission of Mr G Yazdani 

1 E I M , 1913 14, pp 48 9, PI XIX 



Inscriptions caivecl on a mosque in the Naya Oil'a, Golconda 
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Plate XVIII (a) 
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^jLo- j t dJ-« ^jb« t 0 V) dAjUts'Jl dJjUai-wJ) iyy>^\!} ( | ^j) i HjPj 

^jlrw cd-^b |*) l f ^j«jj *0^* ( | q) 0^-a- dT c-^-sb l — 3jo*j 

y ‘-f < ^? Jx >L ^J f ; *y r 1 ^ (ri ) ^ lir/’-Vj;; ; (i**) 

^Lo ‘—’y jl *-»*j j m,£ (|'p) ^jU-d y if (p^) 

bo Lsjo^e ^aHc ^y if (|*o) obt a 8^.-oLsvo ^jA | &fy tx*j^ c\-u (f'p) 

li5 Ac) u^jUa pJA. ybo oAbo JL»/« ((-y) u <JjA i^y y — y y ] ) y\c b Ojf oob ( y ^ ) 

t o» j oLftjfc jjjy <u - m ' iJ| ((*'i) (*i^ £ ^y ^->1 fc-J^ob (f>^) 

Q jU-bojAi> J.e>xs* |*"^ ij j»l«db (p*) 


TRANSLATION 

In tie name of God, tlie Compassionate and Merciful We praise and thank God and 
seek His help and beg His pardon may God. bless Muhammad and his progeny and assoil 
them After the above invocation this great bastion, which is called the Haidarl bastion, 
in the fort of the city of Muhammadanagar, has been built for the reason that during the 
year 106G H Sultan Aurangzcb, eon of Shah Jahan, accompanied by a large army, besieged 
this fort Among the nobles of the king was one, Mir Miran, who had promised to conquer 
the fort and make it over to the king within three days He day and 

established and/ carried the mtrenchments and mines to the ditch (of the fort) As 

at this place was a small bastion, an order — obeyed by the world and respected in the uni- 
verse (li l to which the universe yields obedience) — of the lord of the time, the emperor of 
the period, the lust Sultan, the shadow of God, Abu’l-Muzaffar Abu’l-Mansur Abu’l-GliazI 
Sultan ‘Abdulla Qutb Shah to the Wazir of the Wazirs of the time, the confidence of the 
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Boy'll Comb, the trust of the State, the Ifhun, the exalted Oommnnder-in-Cbicf, Musa !D;an, 
had the honour of issuing to this effect, that he himself he at the spot and occupy himself 
in repelling the enemy Thereupon the exalted Khun with all caution baffled the enemy 
day and night And by the divine decree a gun-shot struck the body of Mlr-i-Mlran m <mch 
a manner that he expired m that \eiy mtrenchment (whence he was bombarding the fort) 
Tluee days after his death peace was concluded When the Mcge had been raised the 
supreme orders were issued to the abo\ o-mentioned Kiian (Miisx [Qian) that a large bastion 
be built at this place, so that the enemy might not get an opportunity to dig intreiichments 
and mines (on this side) In obedience to the uispicioui (and) exalted orders, through the 
efforts of the aforesaid Khan this large bastion (uas built) w tthtn a short time, and complet- 
ed m the year 1077 H (16GG A D ) And the architect's name — DharnuHilr 


SOME MUSLIM INSCRIPTIONS PROM THE MADR IS PRESIDENCY AND OPJSS \ 

By G Yawdvm 

During the hast year the Superintendent for Epigraph; , Southern Circle, sent to me 
for decipherment and translation the rubbings of a large number of inscriptions from which 
I have selected eight, inscriptions for publication m this Journal These inscriptions are 
interesting both from the historical and paleographic points of mow and I hare studied 
them m their chronological sequence so far as Ins been found practicable from their 
geographical positions The earliest of these inscriptions, dated 20th 8hnw w 11 10G3 H is car\ ed on 
a mosque at PoonamnJie, in the Sriperumbudur taluqa of the Clnngbput District It is a 
bilingual record, m Persian and Telugu, mentioning the name of Mir Jurola the well-known 
Qutb Shahi general, wlio by his conquests and statemnnship established Qutb felilhf rule 
in the Carnatic The inscription shows him as the Governor of the province (Carnatic), while 
the name of another official, Rustam son of Dhu'l-Fiq.lr is mentioned, v, ho was apparent!} 
m charge of a district ( sarlar ), thus being subordinate to Mir Jumla 1 

The Persian version of the inscription consists of eight hues, the script bang Xasta'lhj 2 
I have deciphered the test as follows — 

Plate XVIII (b) 

^ Sic ) ji) 


ijthlw &Jj jbu*v sLeva->. 

jd&sJj 4JU| ilk. 4D) jar 

A-Lmx < — < — slfiJj (Sic) Use* i >Jj_s jj 

ijjj }j Osucuu* tijjUvj ^Uobj tijS lu 

f-’ir « 1 t'* J|r" ^obf^i jCuJi.o 


1 l r or the life history of Mir Jumla please see Ma'atAtrul Umara (Bibl Ind ), Vol III, pp 530 55 

2 The inscription is carved on a large arch shaped tablet of black granite, measuring 4 ft 5 in from 
the aoor to the bottom and 2 ft 9 m in breadth The inscription is registered as No 303 of the Madras 
Epigr.phicat Collection, 1938 39 
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TRANSLATION 
He heareth and knoweth 1 

“ During the illustrious ( ? ) reign of the king eqml m rank to Jamshid, whose army is 
the heiAcnh host, the shadow of God, 1 Sultan ‘Abdulla Qutb Slnih — may God preserve his 
kingdom till the day of resurrection — and during the government of the gracious Nawab, 
enjo\ tug high titles, Nnwlb Jumlatu’l-Mulki Mir Muhammad Sa'Id — may he In e as long as the 
world lasts — tho humble servant of the court, Rustam, son of Dhu’l-Fiqnr of Istarabad, built 
and completed the mosque Dated 20th Shawwul 10G3 H (3rd, September 1653 AD)” 2 

Tho Telugu torsion has been kindly deciphered by the Superintendent for Epigraphy, 
Southern Circle, and lus reading of the text with its translation into Enghsh is given below — 

Plate XVIII (b) 

Line 1 Si-asti Sri [l|~] Yijaj "ibhyudaya-SahvIhana-Saka-'varshambbulu 157[8] aguneti 
Vijaya sannatsara Bhldrapada 4u 13- 

„ 2 lu yl sublndinaniamddu Golakomdda simhasanadhKvarumdaina Hajarati Alam- 
pannl Sulut uni A 

„ 3 bdhulli Kutupu-Saharajugm kiirj akartalaina Hajarati Navabu Sahebulugan 
kart ikarta [Pii]- 

„ 4 namalh kota Hat aludnrumdu Suj ayita-Asln 3 Rustum-bBegu Punamalh-sthalamamddu 
acliam 

„ 5 drarka-sthlyiglnu masldu katimchchmaru [jj*] ganaka yi masidu samastamama 

aarunnu paripllana 

„ G Yivamgalaaaru f|*] paripalana scsinavariki shodasa-mahadanalu sesina-sukntam 
kaddu [[*] ltn- 

„ 7 dku jatvaru Mkliltam talamstunnaro varu Kasilo gohatya Resina doshana poduru 

[iN 

TRANSLATION 

Hail 1 Prosperity 1 

In the (cyclic) t r ear Vijaja corresponding to 157[8] of the victorious Salivaham — Saka 
era, (on the) 13th tit/n of the bright fortnight (of the month) of Bhldrapada— on this 
auspicious day, Sujajita Asm Rustum bBCgu, the IlaxCdniaru of the fort at Punamalh 
(Poommallee), the agent (/ Ciryal nrtta) of Hajarati Navabu-Sahebulugiiru, (who was himself) 
the agent of Hajarati AlampannI Sulutlnu Abdullv Kutupu Saharajuga.ru, the lord of the 
Golakonda throne, built at Punamalh (Poonamallee) this mosque, to last as long as the Moon 
and Sun 

Therefore, all people shall protect this mosque Those that protect (it) will get the 
merit of making the sixteen great gifts , those that cause obstruction (to it) will incur the sin 
of killing a cow at KasI (Benares) 

1 The titles of Sulfiin ‘Abdulla given here are the same as those given m the Ambar Khana 
inscription of tho Golconda fort El If , 1913 14, p 57 

" In the margin of the tablet two Persian couplets are carved, the letters of which have been abraded by the 
effect of weather Tile following words can however bo deciphered 

(j'yj . O ' Gj ]j AjGk. l j 

TRANSLATION 

Destroyed the house of idols and built a mosque, demolished infidels , 

built 

3 This is the Persian expression, ‘bhuju'at Alhar' moaning ‘bearing the marks of valour’, i e valiant 
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This Telugu version is engraved below the Persian inscription The superstructure of 
the mosque is built of brick and mortar, the base being of stone, which may have originally 
formed part of a Hindu temple 

There is a sbght discrepancy m the §aka date 157[8] given m the inscription It must 
be &aka 1575, which regularly corresponded to the cyclic year Vijaya quoted in the record 
The astronomical details given for this date, namely, Bhadrapada, su 13, furnish 
the English equivalent AD 1653, August 26, which according to the Indian Ephemens of 
L D S Pillai was the 12th day of ghawwal month of 1063 H , whereas the Persian date 
as deciphered by Mr Yazdam, is Shawwal 20 1 

The next inscription in chronological order is from a mosque at Cuddapah, which was 
the seat of the Qutb ghahl governors of the Carnatic in the middle of the seventeenth century 
and later of the Mughal governors The inscription mentions the name of Aurangzeb and 
records the breaking of idols and the building of a mosque m the Hijri year 1103, corresponding 
to 1692 A D The first two lines of the inscription are benedictory, consisting of religious 
texts and a prayer for the longevity of the king’s life The language of these two lines 
is Arabic Afterwards there are 8 lines of Persian verse , arranged m sixteen panels, each 
panel containmg an hemistich The style of writing is Thulth of an intricate type, such as is 
usually found m the inscriptions of South India 2 I have deciphered the text as follows — 

Plate XIX (a) 
fXiyJ) 4JJ) 
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l Tho difTerenco between the two dates is apparently duo to the fact that the Telugu % ersion ins 
engrai ed eight days later than tho Persian record [Editor] 

1 The tiblet on which tho inscription is caricd moasures 2 ft 7 m b.v 2 ft 
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TRANSLATION 

In the name of God, the most Merciful and Compassionate 1 Praise he to God, the 
Lord of all worlds, and blessing and peace be upon Muhammad, the apostle of God, and 
upon all his descendants and companions 0 God, help Islam and the Mushms by preserv- 
ing the kingdom of Abu’z-Zafar Muhiu’d-Din Muhammad Aurangzeb Bahadur, the 
world-conquering (‘Alamgir ) and the victorious king 

1 Blessed be the ruler of the world, the refuge of universe , whose name effaces 

the existence of sin 

2 Smce the time of Timur, who conquered the kingdom of Romans, there has been 

no ruler just like the present king (Aurangzeb) 

3 The bow which he has stretched by his powerful arms, is such that the echo 

of its Iwmg has reached the (distant) seas 

& By the sword, which the powerful king has wielded, panic has sprung (even) in* 

the ocean 

5 Although the king of the time is not a prophet, yet there is no doubt m his 

being a friend of God 

6 He built the mosque and broke the idols (at a time) when 1103 years had 

passed from the flight ( of the Prophet) 

7 I inquired of Wisdom regarding the chronogram the unknown mspirer uttered 

these words secretly in my ears 

8 “ This house of Divine grace and benevolence was built m the year to be 

obtained from Muhammad Rada’i ” 

In the year 1103 H contained in Muhammad Rada’i 

Accordmg to the Abjad system of reckoning Muhammad Rada’i gives the date 1103 
which tallies with the year given m the inscription 

The third inscription in chronological order is also from Cuddapah, being carved on 
three stone tablets, one of which is rectangular in shape and the other two circular The 
rectangular tablet measures 2 ft 7 in by 1 ft 6 in while the two circular tablets are 
1 ft m diameter each The style of writing is Thulbh oi an ornamental character and 

the language is Arabic as well as Persian The Arabic text contains the Kahma and 

the names of the ‘four companions’ of the Prophet Muhammad The Persian text com- 
prises a verse mentioning the construction of a mosque by ‘Abdu’n-Nabi m 1135 H (1723 AD). 

The text has been deciphered as follows — 

PLATE XIX (b) 

Rectangular tablet 
Middle Islamic creed. 

In corners 

jJ-c j UU- b (Jac j jti L) 

Circular tablets 

uyi Jw*' to Aie Oj*-} 


i iro 
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TRANSLATION 
Rectangular tablet 

In the middle The Islamic creed 

In the corners By the truthfulness of Abu Bakr, the justice of ‘Umar, the honour of 
‘Ufchman and the knowledge of ‘All 1 
Circular tablets 

By the help of the master, ‘Abdu’n-NabI, they (the officials under ‘Abdu’n-NabI) 
built the house of the Holy Prophet {i e , the mosque) m 1135 H (1723 A D ) 

The next inscription m chronological order is dated 1159 H and it is carved on a 
slab fixed over the entrance of Iladrat Ahmad Shah’s tomb at Cuddapah According to 
the inscription the samt was born m 1072 H (1662 AD) and died m 1157 H (1744 AD), 
during the reign of the Mughal Emperor, Muhammad Shah The inscription further states 
that the tomb of the samt was built through the efforts of Sabu Bibi, the daughter of 
‘Abdu’n-NabI The latter is apparently the same person who built the mosque at Cuddapah 
(supra p 55) and who was apparently the Governor of the Carnatic during the reign of 
Muhammad Shah 

The inscription is carved on a tablet measuring 4 ft by 1 ft 5 m The style of 
writing is Tk- tilth of an intricate type which has made the inscription difficult to read 
The language is Persian and the inscription is m verse consisting of four lines I have 
deciphered them as follows — 


PLATE XX (a) 



^ | ^ 


^y (f) 

a | io v 
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Jjo Jasv/o l)l» liy 

^|A*b ii) 1 ^ Jyd j axe <L_ yl& (y) 
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aly U!j tJLc J JUS j) (f) 

* i ioq 



TRANSLATION 

1 The perfect guide, Mir Ahmad Shah, may God bless him, was always a benevolent 

preacher of the faith of Ahmad, the chosen Prophet 

2 The chronogram of his birth was (contained m the phrase) “ How excellent is the 

existence, the felicity of both the worlds again how happy is his demise, 
for the divine mspirer has suggested the phrase * He became the associate m 
Paradise’, as chronogram 

3 Sabu Bibi the daughter of the illustrious Elian. ‘Abdu’n-NabI, and the wife of 

Sayyid Muhammad of exalted rank 

4 By the extreme efforts of that lady of noble descent (this tomb was built) and 

the phrase, ‘ the blessed abode of guidance ’ was composed as the chronogram 



Plate XX 

(a) Inscription on the tomb of Ahmad Shah at Cuddapah, Madras Presidency 



Scale 125 

(b) Inscription on a tombstone, survey 
No 437, Nizampatanam, Madras 
Presidency 




(c) Inscription on a tombstone m the 
\ lllage Nizampatanam, Madras 
Presidency 
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The fplirn^c Ddr-i-afdal bi’l-huda (tlio blessed abode of guidance) gives tbe date 
1150 II (17 1G AD) 

The next two inscriptions arc comparatively of an earlier date than the previous 
inscriptions, being dated 1018 H and 1020 H respectively They are carved on two 
slabs found near a rfargah at Nwampatnam, a village m the Bipatla taluq of the Guntur 
district The texts of these inscriptions have a strong resemblance to the epitaphs found 
on the tombs of Qutb Shall! and ‘Adil Shah! nobles at Golconda and Bijapur The 
earlier of these two records bears the name of Rhvajah Shah Haidar of Isfahan, while 
the other mentions the name of ZainuT ‘Abidin of Ardastan It is not unlikely that 
the=e two persons had somo kind of connection with either the ‘Add Shah! or the Qutb 
Sluhl Court The inscriptions begin w ith rebgious texts in Arabic and end with Persian 
ver-os referring to tho transitormess of the world The Arabic texts are inscribed m the 
77 uUJi characters while the Persian verses are in the Nasta'liq script The text of the 
inscription hearing the date 101S II has been deciphered as follows — 

PLATE XX (b) 

4JJ! b 

I 1 I U) IU 
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TRANSLATION 


0 God! 

The Shiite durud 1 

The death of IjQivajah Shah Haidar of Isfahan, may God bless him, occurred m the 
month of Rabi’ I, 1018 H (May- June 1609 A D ). 

i j or the complete text and translation see E1M, 1015 16, pp 26 27. 
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Verse ' 

Thou shouldst not feel sorry for old friendship ^ . . As life is to pass 

away, it is of no consequence whether it is sweet or. bitter when the call from God 
comes, it is immaterial whether you are m Baghdad or BalMi Even if you succeed 
m possessing wealth, at last yOu shall leave it 

The other inscription has been deciphered as follows — ( 

^ PLATE XX (c) 


*v* Ad) 




Ijlj Ujtjj 

&JLI| *l&j| (U/A «b« 

JJuP oU .taajlftJ 0 (jij* jj _j) 


^y° ^j) if lvv l"* L ' tl t- 

« -- 

TRANSLATION 

. Allah 1 Muhammad 1 ‘All 1 

The Shnte (hirud 1 

The date of the death of Zamu’l-' Abidin of Ardastan, may God bless him 1 On the 
morning of Sunday, the 8th of Jumad I, 1026 H (Sunday, 4th May, 1617 A D ) he marched from 
this frail world to the everlasting region .God willing I * The Most High and Holy God 
will take him into His Mercy (Visitors) should remember him by prayer 

Verse 

1 Oh * how my heart was filled with joy when the green plants sprang up in the 

garden 

2 0 friend, pass by my tomb in spring-tide so that thou mayst see verdure 

sprouting from my ashes 

The last two inscriptions are dated 1147 H and 1188 H respectively, and their 
tablets are now preserved m the collection of Mr B N Boy of Pun The inscription 

dated 1147 H was originally set up over the entrance of an Imam Bara, 2 the provenance 

of which is not known The inscription consists of two lines of Persian verse 

1 See E I M , 1916 16, pp 26 27 

2 A piano of vroTship of the Shl'a faith Bara meaning a fort or a house , Imam Bara, a house 

dcd cated to Hie glorification of the noble deeds of the Imams 
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The style ol wuting is Nasld'llq of a fair class 1 I have deciphered the text as 
follows — 


PLATE XXI (a) 
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TRANSLATION 

(1) A lofty gate has been built by an exalted servant of Hasnain 2 

(2) As regards the chronogram Nisbat remarked “ Say il is the gate of the mausoleum 
of the two sons of ‘Alt 1147 H 

The phrase according to the Abjad system gives the year 1147 H corresponding to 
1734 A D , falling m the reign of the Mughal Emperor, Muhammad Shah, who ruled 
from 1719 to 1718 AD 

The second inscription refers to the building of a mosque by one Fatima Begam in 
1188 H corresponding to 1774 A D and falling within the reign of Shah ‘Alam II 
(1759-180G AD) The style of writing is very beautiful, being Nasta'liq of a high class 
The inscription consists of two lines of Persian verse which are carved on a tablet, 
measuring 2 ft 9 m by 1 ft 

The text lias been deciphered as follows — 

PLATE XXI (b) 

Jo) ]j tjjs* Oj-f A&Isfj ( | ) 

^.Uk] yi j 1 wli j) JL- Jdjl (p) 

I I AA 


TRANSLATION 

(1) Fltlma Begam built a mosque with the view of glorifying God 

(2) The inspircr suggested the chronogram heartily “ A mosque the foundations of 
which are laid on piety has been built anew” 1188 H corresponding to 1774 A D 

AN INSCRIPTION OF ‘ALAU’D-DlN KHALJl RECENTLY DISCOVERED AT MUTTRA 

By Ktun Bahadur Zatar Hasan, Superintendent, Archeological Survey, ' 

Northern circle, Agra 

Mr F S Growse m his well known Memoir of Mathura (Part I, p 64) writes “ Thus, 
while there are abundant remains of the earlier Buddhist period there is not a single 
building, nor fragment of a building, which can be assigned to any year m the long 

1 Tito tablet on -which the inscription is carved measures 2 ft 2 m by 10 in 1 

5 Hasnain refers to tho two grandsons of the Prophet, Muhammad, whose names were Hasan and 
Hnsam Tho natoo of the builder of the gate was perhaps Sarafraz Husain or Sarafraz Hasnain, to 
which tho poat has alluded by styling him as the exalted servant of Hasnain 
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interval between tbc uixfl^ion of Mahmud in 101 t A D , and the Tctf^tt of Akbir in the 
latter half of the sixteenth century ” Contrary to this belief I was incidentally informed 
a few da} a ago of an old Persian inscription to be found in the d'trgah of a Muslim 
taint named Mnkljdfiin SlnAli \\ ilfiy it at. Muttra My informant, Mnulvi Qadir-i-Ar nn, was 
unable to read the epigraph, but he told me that he could decipher " Sihandar-i-Uifmi ” 
m it This title was adopted In 'Alau’d-Din Ivhnlji, and, as according to the reading 
of Mnuhi Qadir 1 - \?nm, the record mcined to belong to that emperor, it was considered 
to possess great historical importance 1 took nn < irly opportunity to inspect the epigraph, 
and it is much gratifying to note that it responded to nn expectation I Muted the 
dnrquh under notice m company with .Mr Ihram ul Hnq, I C S , the Joint Magistrate 
of Muttra, on the 27th of August I'l'lO It is situated at the Mini Glint and consists 
of a smnll enclosure with tlio grave of the aunt covered by a «indstone abed and lying 
about its centre There are a few other gravis in tin* lomponnd, while the north-east 
nud south cast corners of the enclosure are o< copied bv tv o dom< d tombs the former contain- 
ing three graves and the latter only two The me tenure s 0 to -w, is an undent Mmluri 
cemeten 

The epigraph is fixed on one of tlm north runnings of the couth ri“t tomb 'the dome 
of this structure, supported originally on eight tom columns, i- (on'tnirted on the corbel- 
ling principle with stone slabs overlapping out over the otlur, and it apparently belongs 
'to the early period of the Muslim occupation of India, wlien the Indian builders still 
lacked the si ill of construe ting a true dome The other tomb, whirh i« ni'O covered by a 
dome supported on twelve stone columns, is of a later date, probably* of the Tughluq or 
Lodi period 1 

Unfortunately the inscription, winch is engraved on a red sandstone «hh i« fragmentary 
It is in Persian verso inscribed in Aost h clnmctrm, and semis to Inv. originally con- 
sisted of four lines of which only the second and fourth nml a bo the small endings of 
the first and third exist The epigraph runs ns follows — 

PLALE XXI (c) 

y Lu /.lc o (l) 

, a*, y — 0’[ a ] (r) 

TRANSLATION 

1 during the reign of Sultan ‘Alfu Duny i-w,i-I)in SI ah Siknndnr-i-Tl fin! 

2 the ruler of Gujrat, opened at the mosque of Ulugh Khan 

The event to which the epigraph refers is not clear It however mentions 'Alau’d-Dln 
IGialjI with his title Sikandar i-TliInl (Alexander the Second), Gujrat and the mosque of 
Ulugh Khan Now there were two Pathan nobles who arc known to have borne the title 
of Ulugh Khfm, one Ghiyii tail’d -Din Ballmn before he ascended the throne 2 , and the other 
Almas Beg, the brother of 'Alau’d-Din KhnljJ, 3 Almas Beg Ulugh {Hun was deputed 
by ‘Alau’d-Din Klinljl for the conquest of Gujrat in the third year of his reign’ (697 
11=1297-98 AD), and it is believed that our inscription alluding to that expedition 

1 The group of tombs nt the darguh of ^b 'ill Wdljat lms been noticed in tlic District (jautUcr, 
lluttra, by D L Drat c Brockman, I C 13 , p J01, bat (be dnt” assigned to them is of the sixteenth century 

1 TarlMi i Firo: Viahl by Darn'd Din Baml, Persian text, Bibliotheca Indica, 1SG2, p 20 

* Ibid , p 242, TbriUi i riwjhta, Persian text, Xa\al Kmlior Press, Lucknow, 1900, Part I, p 101 

* lb id, p 251 , i6irf , pp 102 ‘l” 
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records the erection of a mosque at Muttra by that noble Early Muslim inscriptions m \ ei se 
are \cr) rare m India, and in this respect also the epigraph possesses an interest 

Etidently the inscription does not belong to the tomb on which it is at present fixed 
Outside the enclosure, liowe\er, there is an old wall-mosque marked by three milirdb 
recesses 1 The central one of these mihrabs is of red sandstone and bears a Qur’dmc 
inscription, which is partly obliterated, but the style of the script lends it a great anti- 
quit) It is not improbable that the mosque referred to m the inscription of ‘Alau’d- 
Dln Khaljl is this wall-mosque, and that that inscription was originally fixed on it The 
Custodian of the dnrgah related that the sacred buildings at the enclosure were damaged 
Intel) by floods and that certain repairs were executed to them He added that it was 
on that occasion that the inscribed slab of ‘Al.tu’d-Dln Khaljl was set up at its present 
place He had no information of the original site of the inscription, nor was he aware 
ns to what happened to the missing portion of it 


1 Tmimdintelj to the vest of tins ■nail mosque there is a modern mosque having its prayer chamber 
crowned by three domes and Uanhid on “ilhei side by a minaret 
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Shahjahani weight 49 

Shahji Bhonsle, Raja, father of Slnvaji 8 

Shah Shuja, second son of Shah Jahan and 
go\ emor of Bengal 9 

Shaihr i Mukarram, name given to Pawagadh 

by Mahmud Begra 14 

Shaikh ‘Abdu’l Latif Samarqandi 22 

Sha'ista Khan 8, 9, 11, 13 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Maulavi, of Indian Mu 
seum, Calcutta 17, 37 

Shankarpur, Pargam of 9 

Shaqqi Bakr in Sindh 19 

Shergarh, old name of Delhi 19 

Sher Khan, fief holder of the province of 
Chanden 2o 

Slier Shah 17, IS, 19 

Sherpur m Birbhum District 19 
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Sherpur Murclia 17, 19 

Sheipur, two inscriptions from, Bogra District, 

Bengal 17, IS, 19 

Shihabu’d Dm Muhammad, Shah Jahan 11 

Sln\ aji 8, 43 

Sihachal mountain, m the South Arcot Dis 
tnct, Madras Presidency 42 

Sikandar 1 Than!, title adopted by ‘Alau’d 

Dm Khalji 00 

Sipah Salar 1 A ram ‘Abdu’l Latif Sahel, Maq 

bara of, at Asw ara Khurd 0 

Statistical Account of the Deccan under the 
Mughals 42(/n) 

Sukla Tiratha Gate, one of the old gateway.-, 

of the Bidar fort 2 

Sultan ‘Abdullah Qutb Shah of Golconda 61 

Sultan Ahmad Shth \\ nil Baihmani 46 

Sultan All Faruqi, the late Superintendent of 
Bidar Monuments, Hyderabad State 1 

Sultans of Ahmadnagar 42 

Sultans of Bidar 42 

Suit Ins of Bijapur v S, 42 

Sultans of Delhi, inscription of, _ „ 6 

Sultans of Golconda S 

Sultans of Main a 23 

Sultan Ibrahim ‘Add Shah II of Bijapur 46 

Sultan Mahmud Begra, the sixth king of 
Gujarat in tho Ahmad Sliahi line 13 

Sultan Muraffar Shah II, s o Mahmud 
Begra 16 

Sultan Nusrat Shlli of Bengal 37 

Surat Sab, a scion of Mandla Gond Dy- 
nasty 35 {fn) 


T 


Tahl ota, battle of, 42 

Tappa sub Tahsil m the Bhilsa District, 

Gw ahor State 22 

Tarilh 1 Fmshta 60 (/ 11 ) 

Tanlh 1 Flroz hkuhX, by Piau’d Dm Baml 5 (/ n ), 

7 , 8 (/ 11 ), G 0 (/ 11 ) 


Timur 65 

Tmdivanum Taluqa of South Arcot District, 
Madras Presidency 42 

Tirnamal in South Arcot J2 

Tiruviti 4 j. 

Trimbak 8 

Tughluq, Piroz 41 

Tughluq period 60 

Turkalani, n unique hunting detice, invented 

by Allah \ ardi Khan Turkman 9 


D 

Ujjain, Bma Neoki 'Masjid at, . 32(/» i ) 
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Ulugh Khan (Almas Beg), brother of ‘Alau’d 
Din Khalji 60 

Ulugh Khan (Ghij athu’d Dm Balban) 60 

‘Umar, Companion of the Prophet Mul,iam 
mad 29, 33, 34, 56 

‘Umar Husain, composer of the inscription of 
the Bhonrasa fort, Gwalior State 26, 27 

‘Umar Khan 28 

‘Uthman, companion of the Prophet, Muham- 
mad 29, 33, 34, 56 

V 

Valadavar . 44 

Vellore 43 

Yijayanagar dynasty . 42 

W 

Wandiwash . 43 

Wardawar, South Arcot District, Madras 
Presidency , 42 
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Warden of Lucknow, Muttra and Delhi, Allah 
Vardi Khan, Khan Khanan 9 

Western Ghats 7 


Y 

Ynkha Taz Khan_ 8 

Yazdani, G 1, 5, 6, 34, 38, 42, 47, 50, 52, 54 


Z 

Zafar Hasan, Khan Bahadur, 'Superintendent, 
Archaeological Survey, Northern Circle, 

Agra 59 

Zafaru’l Walth, an Arabic History of Gujarat 
by H&jl ad Dabir, edited by Sir Denison 
Ross 13 (/ n ), 14 (/ n ) 

Zahid Muhammad 37 

Zainu’l ‘Abidin of Ardastan , 57, 58 
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